
 

 

 

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Mayor and Council Meeting  

Minutes 

 

Monday, May 18, 2020 

 

City Municipal Building 

295 Meridian Street 

Groton, CT 06340 

 

Council Chambers/ 

Skype for Business 

 

7:30 PM 
 

 
 

 
In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-

19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-

person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will 

be televised in real time on Groton Municipal Television Channel 2 and online.  If you wish to address the Mayor 

and Council during Receipt of Citizen’s Petitions / Comments, please call 860-446-4130 or 860-440-9974. 

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present in the room: Mayor Keith Hedrick, and City Clerk Debra Patrick 

Staff: Parks & Recreation Director Mary Hill and Mayor’s Admin Jill Rusk 

Via Skype/telephone Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford, Councilors Lisa McCabe, Reginald 

Stanford, Gweneviere Depot, Minerva Ortiz, Rashaad Carter 

Excused: Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

Mayor Hedrick announced that it is National Public Works Week.  He recognized and thanked 

the men and women who work for Public Works and are out there each day whether picking up 

sanitation, recycling, keeping our streets clean or overseeing projects. He urged residents to 

make a video to show their appreciation and to post them with the hashtag #cogpubworks.  

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to approve the May 4, 2020 

Mayor and Council Meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor McCabe had no report. 

Councilor Stanford had no report. 

Councilor Depot had no report. 
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Councilor Ortiz reported that a resident, Pauline Golden, is making masks and will give them for 

free.   

Mayor Hedrick said residents needing masks should call his office at 860-446-4103 and they will 

point them in the direction for masks whenever possible. 

Councilor Carter had no report. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford had no report. 

Mayor Hedrick- 

Eastern Point Beach – COVID -19 Response: 

 We are opening Eastern Point Beach as scheduled on June 20th with restrictions.   

 I am awaiting on guidance from DEEP and DPH expected later this week   

 We are looking at the maximum beach capacity to include the number of patrons allowed 

on beach and number of cars in parking lot as well as how many people have historically 

been in other parts of the beach property 

 Beach passes will be on sale starting this Saturday, May 23rd online.  If you are unable to 

purchase a pass online you may mail in your pass request with a copy of ID, a copy of 

your vehicle registration and a check or you may drop it off at the blue box on the landing 

outside of the Municipal Building.  

 Beach passes are non-refundable.  Due to limited capacity, purchase of a beach pass does 

not automatically mean you will get into the beach.  This includes City residents and 

walk-ins.      

 Passes will not be sold in person at the Municipal Building or at the beach gate.  No cash 

will be accepted. 

 All passes will be mailed.    

 No day passes will be sold.  You will only be allowed on the beach with a pre-purchased 

pass.  Walk-ins will be limited to City residents only.  

 All minors must be accompanied by an adult when on Eastern Point Beach property.   

 We are looking at limiting Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays to City of Groton residents 

only 

 The concession stand will be closed  

 Picnic tables and grills will not be available this summer.   

 Bathrooms may be monitored and have limited occupancy.  Patrons will be required to 

wear masks in the bathrooms and bathrooms will be cleaned on a regular basis.   

 Patrons will be required to wear masks from their vehicles to their destinations and when 

walking around beach property when unable to maintain socially distancing.  

 Social distancing will be enforced on the beach.  Parents are expected to ensure that their 

children follow social distancing guidelines.   

 We are asking that patrons to please be respectful of others with the amount of space they 

take up on the beach as well as how long they stay at the beach to allow others to also 

enjoy the beach.   

 Patrons who do not follow these guidelines will be asked to leave the beach.   If you are 

removed from the beach on multiple occasions, your beach pass will be revoked for the 

season.   
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 This is a fluid situation.  Understand that the beach may only be open for part of the 

season, beach times and rules may change based on the fluctuating and unknown 

conditions at the national, state and local levels.   

 We ask that all patrons be respectful and patient with staff and changing rules this 

summer.  We are in unprecedented times and the City of Groton is working to ensure a 

healthy, safe and fun summer for all.  

 

Mayor Hedrick asked the Council if they wished to speak. 

Councilor Ortiz asked about kids playing in the sand whether they would be required to wear  

masks. 

Mayor Hedrick said he was advised that they would not have to.  He did say that families must  

keep their own children together and not stray from where they are as much as possible. People  

should use their own judgement as to whether they feel social distancing will be an issue and  

make the decision about coming to the beach themselves.  

Councilor Carter commended Mayor Hedrick and Director Hill for making this decision and all  

the thought that has gone into the restrictions.  He said allowing people the choice is best. He  

feels that the wellbeing of the residents should be at the forefront. 

Mayor Hedrick said he discussed this with the City Attorney and didn’t want to completely  

exclude non-residents and this compromise gives preference to City residents on the weekends.  

Once the gate is closed at 8:00 p.m. anyone can come in.  He thanked Director Hill for all she is  

doing and for the data she provided to help them reach this decision.  

Deputy Mayor Beckford said that he agrees with what Councilor Carter said and knows these  

were not easy decisions. He noted that Groton, with a population of around 40,000, has had  

1,385 people tested (3% of the population) with 103 confirmed positive cases and 17 deaths. He  

said this is still developing and being cautious is correct to not put residents and staff at risk. He  

said being flexible is also wise. 

Mayor Hedrick said as of Friday there were 25 confirmed positive cases in the City and no  

deaths, but we aren’t totally free of the virus.  By reducing numbers and having people spread  

out using government recommendations we can minimize the risk. There is no way to tell if  

someone is asymptomatic. Once staff is in place we can control the numbers. 

Councilor Ortiz said we have rules in place and the citizens should follow the rules or choose to  

stay home. 

Mayor Hedrick said all this information will go out on the City website  

cityofgroton.com, the City of Groton P&R and City of Groton Government Facebook pages. 

He said as of May 20th outdoor dining will be available at the following places in the City of 

Groton Par 4, Outerlight and 40 Thieves.  

Mayor Hedrick said he received an email from the City attorney that the group that had  

been interested in purchasing the Mother Bailey House has had to back out due to financial  

considerations from COVID-19. He said there will be a Real Estate Committee meeting  

tomorrow and he will recommend they reach out to the 2 others who responded to the initial RFP  

and see if the interest is still there or issue an new RFP.  It isn’t the outcome they would have  

liked but they will move forward from here. 
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VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

None. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Stanford moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to CGS 1-200 (6)(E), 1-210(9) to discuss Union Negotiations to include the Council 

Executive Session commenced at 8:03p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 8:21 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to suspend the rules to amend the 

agenda to add resolution R-20-5-54.  Motion carried. 

 

R-20-5-54 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

SUCCESSOR COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF GROTON AND THE GROTON WHITE COLLAR 

ASSOCIATION CHAPTER 91, CSEA, INC., FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 

2019 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022 AND THAT THE MAYOR BE 

AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF 

THE CITY OF GROTON 

 

WHEREAS, through the process of negotiations, the City of Groton (“City) and the and Groton 

White Collar Association Chapter 91, CSEA, Inc. have reached a tentative collective bargaining 

agreement (“Agreement”) covering the period July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2023; and 

 

WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes, Section 7-474(b) provides that the legislative body 

of a municipality may approve or reject the Agreement as a whole within thirty (30) days of 

submission of such an Agreement; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General 

Statutes, Section 7-474(b), the Mayor and The City of Groton Council hereby accept the 

aforesaid Agreement and that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute said 

Agreement on behalf of the City of Groton. 

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to approve R-20-5-54.   

Motion carried. 
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XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 


