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Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Jamal Beckford, Councilors Lisa McCabe, 

Reginald Stanford, Minerva Ortiz, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk 

Debra Patrick.  Excused: Councilor Gweneviere Depot. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

Chief Spellman gave the following remarks: 

I am compelled tonight to both commend and defend my agency.  Westerly, RI had it’s second 

homicide in two months two weekends ago.  In the most recent homicide, Louis Seignicious, age 

31, of Norwich is accused of shooting and killing his cousin Vincent Sebastian in cold blood. 

This murder happened January 25, 2020, and led to a regional manhunt for the accused 

Seignicious. With numerous agencies seeking him, he was believed to be hiding on the 

Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Reservation. 

On February 1, 2020 during our day shift, our agency developed information he may be hiding 

with friend(s) in Branford Manor.  From investigation to his apprehension, our agency took 

several afternoon to late afternoon hours to safely place this accused murderer into custody.  I 

remind all that Seignicious was a wanted extraditable fugitive, on the run to avoid capture, a 

convicted felon, with previous arrests for Home Invasion and Robbery charges.  He was believed 

to be armed and dangerous.  He was to be approached with caution.  He was a clear danger to the 

public. 

Through investigation, we tracked movements of the murder suspect, and were able to pin him 

down to a location in the complex.  The murder suspect attempted to elude police, and got into 

the eaves/attic of the building through an abandoned nonfunctional heating vent crawlspace 

entry.  The suspect hid in this space and ultimately crashed through the ceiling into the bedroom 

of a residence.  Our personnel in the exigency of effecting this fugitive’s arrest, gained lawful 

entry into this premises to effect his arrest, and did so.  He was apprehended with no injury to 

citizens, no injury to Police at the scene, and no visible injury to the accused.  (Although he later 

claimed pain and discomfort, he was transported to Lawrence & Memorial Hospital evaluated, 

treated and released.)  He was charged as a Fugitive from Justice for Murder from the state of 

Rhode Island. He was charged for damage he did to two apartments in the complex by being 

arrested for Criminal mischief in the First degree.  He interfered with Police Officers seeking his 
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lawful arrest and was additionally charged.  I placed a 1 Million Dollar Bond on the accused 

after review with the New London States Attorney’s Office. 

This was a convicted felon and murder suspect. No gunplay occurred.  He was isolated and 

apprehended without a potential hostage situation ensuing.  We had resulting damage to a ceiling 

in a single domicile’s bedroom within the complex.  That citizen was not home during this 

incident.  Given the scenario of her being home and the murder suspect instead armed, and a 

possible hostage situation resulting with a child being involved, this outcome was favorable to all 

involved.  GCPD business cards were left for her to notify our agency to assist her.  Branford 

Manor Management had personnel on site in under 24 hours on a Sunday to begin to effect repair 

to a ceiling damage in this one bedroom.  The Captain, Duty Sergeant and the Chief responded to 

the domicile to ensure repair was underway at noontime in the next day, which was Super bowl 

Sunday, and ensure the cleanup and repair to this bedroom ceiling had been commenced.  We 

offered to assist the resident, for who English is a second language, with the victim’s advocate to 

get help replacing the damaged mattress. (Our information being that she had no rental 

insurance.)  To reiterate Branford was fixing her apartment the next day, and within 24 hours of 

the damage.  There were no structural issues in her apartment.  Spray insulation damage 

contained to a single bedroom.  We were advised insulation with no asbestos in it. 

This agency made the arrest of a wanted, dangerous, convicted felon, who is accused of 

murdering his cousin in another state, and had been on the run over a week.  We took steps to 

ensure management addressed damage, and advised their tenant as to her ability to pursue a 

claim for a damaged mattress forwarded, later, through the State victim’s advocate.  Repairs and 

cleanup were commenced with 24 hours and damage was contained to a single bedroom.  These 

are the facts of the situation at hand.  One in custody wanted for Murder, no injuries to the 

public, no gun play, a secured scene and some unintended property damage with appropriate 

stakeholders commencing the process to address. 

We in the law enforcement profession know that our efforts are scrutinized, criticized and 

second-guessed like few others.  We know we are the entity when people need a place to push 

anger and frustration it will often come our way.  In the day of social media, we are often placed 

today, with having to defend facts and agency response, confronted with emotion and anger. 

I report tonight to this Mayor and Council that our agency on Saturday with the assistance of the 

Groton Town Police personnel who we thank, effected the arrest of a murder suspect who was on 

the run locally for over a week.  We made this arrest creating minimal disruption to our 

community, and minimal risk of danger to our citizens.  It was a very rapidly evolving scenario 

and our personnel acted with great professionalism to address it.  The scene was transferred to 

higher levels of command rapidly and efficiently.  I congratulate the Officers involved for their 

professionalism, courage and initiative; you are a credit to your profession.  The City of Groton 

is blessed to have the women and men who serve her, and they were there in a time of need and 

danger. The murder suspect was identified and quickly apprehended.  I was personally on scene 

at this incident, and I can assure this Council and Mayor that our personnel and Groton Town 

Police, did a tremendous job in a chaotic situation presented to them by the actions of a desperate 

fugitive.  If criticism exists for a later response to a collapsed ceiling, I will accept any blame 

shouldered by this agency.  However, the personnel serving our community that evening deserve 

great credit for efforts above and beyond the call of duty, and in the highest traditions of this 

agency and profession. They deserve far better that what collectively they were subjected to in 
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the social media attacks they endured in the aftermath of a murder suspect’s arrest. Our 

community and region is no doubt safer tonight with this accused murderer apprehended. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Alan Shearer, 333 Tyler Avenue thanked the Council for raising the restriction of dogs on the 

beach property during the offseason.  He would like to see the restriction lifted for bikes in the 

offseason.  He has attended Beach & Park Committee meetings to make this request and was met 

with resistance.  He noted people ride bikes in Washington Park where there is a lot of activity 

and even alcohol is consumed. He said if liability is at issue even having signs prohibiting 

something does not take the City’s liability away.   He suggested a change in the language 

regarding the rules that would allow for bikes to be ridden at the beach property in the off 

season. 

Heather Somers, 67 Ramsdell Street, commended the City of Groton Police Department for their 

apprehension of a dangerous person this past weekend.  She and her neighbors do appreciate all 

you do for our community. Our Police Department conduct themselves with great 

professionalism.  She commended Branford Manor Management for their quick action. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Deputy Mayor Beckford asked where the issue of bikes stood at the present time with the Rules 

and Regulations for Eastern Point Beach.  He said he was unable to be at the COW meeting 

where this was last discussed. 

Mayor Hedrick said it is going back to the February 10, 2020 B&P Committee meeting for 

further discussion on the issue of bikes in the offseason and the changing the gate hours from 

8:00p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Councilor McCabe commended the City of Groton Police Department on their professionalism. 

Mayor Hedrick agreed that the agency conducts themselves with great professionalism. He 

agreed with Ms. Somers that the negativity on social media is often inaccurate. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Stanford moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to approve the January 21, 

2020 Mayor and Council Meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Stanford moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to approve the January 27 

Committee of the Whole.  Motion carried. 

  

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

State Senator Heather Somers asked if the City of Groton had any legislative priorities. 

Mayor Hedrick noted that last year SB677 and HB 6419 which would have required cable 

providers to provide HD capability for community access channels. SB677 did not make it out of 

Energy & Technology Committee. He asked that the legislature provide some guidance to 

municipalities on Short Term Rentals as there are no state regulations at this time. He asked that 

the steps/landing at Fort Griswold be repaired, it has been 3 years.  He requested no legislation 

that could harm CMEEC, there is a new CEO, Dave Messier, in place and PA1773 is being 

strictly adhered to. He asked that she support a bottle bill that would include wine bottles and 

nippers. 
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Senator Somers said she will follow up on the steps/landing, there is a RFP out for it and funding 

has been set aside.  She noted some bills that are going to be addressed, tolls, removing the 

religious exemption for vaccines, and Data Centers. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford asked for more information on the date center bill. 

Senator Somers said they are working to get a hyper skilled data center and Groton is an ideal 

place for one.  It would be beneficial to Groton Utilities and Groton overall. 

Mayor Hedrick said this is something the GUC were asked not to discuss initially but it would be 

a great opportunity for GU to expand power distribution. 

Senator Somers went over other bills that being worked on; relief to BOE for special education 

costs, vaccine bill, prescription rebates to go directly to the patient, insurance companies being 

prohibited from changing prescription coverages during the contract period, digester for trash 

waste, an opiate bill to legitimize alternative therapies, repeal the estate tax, increase penalties 

for counterfeit prescriptions, end continuous commitment for mental health issues, ending 

unchecked finances of quasi-public agencies, payment of municipal fines to a charity of the 

persons choice instead of to a municipality, include underwater beds as farmland, CMEEC bill 

for employees charged/convicted with a federal crime to be responsible for their own attorney 

fees (state employees as well), making union stewards in schools mandated reporters, allowing 

PA and APRN the ability to write orders for visiting nurses to provide home care, increase 

Medicaid reimbursement to nursing homes and increase payments to Medicaid recipients for 

personal expenses, direct DEEP to seek federal funding and disaster relief for gypsy moth 

damage to trees, waive state park fees for disabled veterans, a nips bill (glad the municipalities 

are on board) and expand the PTSD bill for Police and Firefighters to include volunteers, EMT’s 

and victim’s advocates. 

Councilor Ortiz spoke concerning special needs in schools, when a child who changes schools to 

come to Groton the other services are not given.  

Senator Somers said after the assessment of a child the BOE is required to give the needed OT 

services.  The bill could alleviate those issues occurring.  She also said that if there are concerns 

please reach out to her.  

Deputy Mayor Beckford asked if counterfeit prescriptions is a huge problem. 

Senator Somers said it is, when people order medications from outside the US because they cost 

less they don’t know if the quality control is the same as here in the US.  When patients are 

provided counterfeit drugs she would like to see more significant sentences given. 

Councilor Carter asked about fines being paid to charities rather than municipalities, what the 

motivation for that is. 

Senator Somers said it is done in a number of states and she has been approached by non-profits. 

 

Representative Christine Conley and Representative Joe DelaCruz 

Representative Conley said there are 151 members of the House and they each sit on 3 

committees.  She sits on the Judicial, Transportation and the Planning & Development 

Committees. 

Representative DelaCruz said he sits on the Insurance, Housing and Energy Committees. 

They each gave examples of the work the committees do. 

Representative DelaCruz said with the bottle bill it can get tricky when neighboring states don’t 

collect deposits and people purchase there then return the empties here in CT. The technology 

should rise up to catch this.  He has concerns of raising the deposit to .10 also. 
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Representative Conley said the labor committee has a bill on covering EMS and other emergency 

1st responders for PTSD coverage. 

She said the bills in P&D that impact municipalities move quickly so if the City has any 

concerns you should contact her.  

She has a bill in Judiciary to strengthen victim assistance, a Transportation bill to ensure vehicles 

are properly equipped for 1st responders. 

She supports the bottle bill, a bill for nail technicians to become licensed, and medical amnesty 

bill for those who call for assistance due to drinking. 

Representative DelaCruz said he has a constituent driven bill for allergy trained personnel in 

restaurants to allow people to eat out with the knowledge the establishment has trained staff. He 

said the sports betting & gaming bill is something they are working with both tribes on. He is 

looking on the marijuana bill but doesn’t fully support it and believes we are losing money by 

not having tolls.  He supports a bill to cap insulin prices, people should have to choose whether 

they can afford to take their insulin regularly.  

As part of the shell fish bills they both toured Mystic Aquarium to see the expansion to be able to 

do more medical care for the fish. 

Councilor Ortiz asked if they have any information on the special needs bill. 

Representative Conley said if there is a personal issue for someone she and Representative 

DelaCruz can connect them to resources, if people are underserved then reach out for help. 

Councilor Ortiz asked if bottles are purchased in one place can they returned to another. 

Representative Conley said we all need to be mindful of where we purchase and return.  

Representative DelaCruz said the store is only obligated to give you money for what they sell. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford said he is glad to see the bills they are endorsing, particularly the insulin 

bill. 

Representative DelaCruz said the system is wrong when people have to make choices to use the 

drugs or not to because of cost.  

 

Ernie Koschmieder, Groton Public Schools Food Services Director 

Mr. Koschmieder said he is a lifelong resident of the City of Groton, he runs multiple programs 

in all public schools in Groton.  He said he was disheartened when watching the COW meeting 

to hear the conversation that took place.  He serves the kids of the community, providing 

breakfast and lunch every day.  He said he provided his letter of intent to continue running the 

concession requesting a continuation of the lease at $1,100.00, asking that the additional $400.00 

be waived.  He urged the Councilors to contact him for clarification of the service he provides.  

He wanted to maintain the low prices at EPB as the former operators did.  He said when he took 

over the selections were expanded to include some healthy options and he feels they have done a 

good job with that. His staff is exceptional and good at what they do.  He explained how he has 

utilized the $400.00 he asked to have waived. One way was to rent the Zbiersky House for 8 

days for the Tree House Program, 50-60 elementary school age children, so they would have a 

comfortable place to have lunch and their own bathroom. This also generated $175.00 in rent 

back to the City. He provided healthy snacks for the COG Parks & Recreation Friday Night Out 

events at an approximate cost of $240.00.  He also does an end of year meal for the Summer 

Playground with hot dogs, buns, apples and condiments for the more than 200 participants at a 

cost of approximately $200.00.  That is all done by shifting the charges so he can give back in 

some way to the City and children of the community.   
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He said running the concession is a 7 day commitment, he hires several high school students and 

members of his GPS staff take a cut in pay to work at the meal sites and the concession.  He 

loves the City of Groton and is happy to give back, it is his intent to help the Council understand 

his request for the freeze.  He noted Councilor Carter was on target with the minimum wage 

issue, it will have a direct impact on him but he wants to be able to continue keeping prices low.  

Deputy Mayor Beckford said you mentioned that a lot of people don’t know you but you do so 

much for GPS, EPB and the community through the turkey distribution to Groton Human 

Services.   He said that he appreciates him and all he does.  The information provided here 

tonight has answered their questions. 

Councilor Carter said he know how much he brings to the table and that he appreciates him. 

Mr. Koschmeider thanked them both and said he is very protective of his staff and the kids they 

serve.  He noted the various equipment he brings to the concession stand each season and that he 

wants it to be a success for the City and the customers.  

Councilor Stanford thanked him for coming tonight and providing all the information on how the 

$400.00 is spent. 

Councilor Ortiz said she has prior experience managing a restaurant and asked why it isn’t put 

out to bid. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford said that an RFP was sent out to several groups when the former person 

passed away and Mr. Koschmeider and GPS were the only ones who responded to it and was 

willing to do the job. 

Councilor McCabe said as someone who is new to the Council she is grateful to him for coming 

and clearing up their questions.  She appreciates all he brings to the table. 

There was further discussion regarding keeping the prices low, employing students, the 

equipment he provides to the concession, minimum wage increases and the impact it would have 

on the overall budget, the schedule of rent increases and any possible increases that may be 

considered in the future. 

Mr. Koschmeider said he will pay the full $1,500.00 and not provide to the other programs as he 

has in the past. 

Mayor Hedrick said when the RFP was put out GPS was the only one who responded, in the 

second year it was decided to carry on the past tradition of allowing the concession manager to 

have first refusal to return. 

 

Councilor McCabe had no report. 

Councilor Stanford had no report. 

Councilor Ortiz had no report. 

Councilor Carter had no report. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford had no report. 

Mayor Hedrick reported there is now a sign in the municipal building parking lot for safe 

exchanges of internet purchases.  

Councilor McCabe asked if the sign in direct site line of the cameras. 

Mayor Hedrick said it is. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS  

R-20-2-13 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES MANAGEMENT TO PURCHASE TWO 

THOUSAND FEET OF 500 MCM FLAT STRAP 15KV UNDERGROUND 

CABLE AS REPLACEMENT FOR THE FAILED 15 KV 

UNDERGROUND CABLE ON THOMAS ROAD (BRIDGE) FROM 

METROWEST ELECTRIC SALES, INCORPORATED, PO BOX 1082 

WESTBORO, MASSACHUSETTS, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

EIGHTY ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY FIVE DOLLARS 

AND FORTY CENTS ($81,695.40), AS A NON-BUDGETED ITEM TO BE 

PAID FROM RETAINED EARNINGS IN THE APPROVED FY 2020 

ELECTRIC BUDGET 

WHEREAS, there is a critical need for repair; and 

WHEREAS, Management received quotes from five companies and Metrowest Electric Sales, 

Inc., has offered the lowest cost along with shortest shipping times, and Management 

recommends purchase from Metrowest Electric Sales; and 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on January 15, 2020, the Groton Utilities Commission/ 

Water Pollution Control Authority authorized Groton Utilities Management to purchase two 

thousand feet of 500 MCM Flat Strap 15kV underground cable as replacement for the failed 15 

kV underground cable on Thomas Road (Bridge) from Metrowest Electric Sales, Incorporated, 

PO Box 1082 Westboro, Massachusetts, for an amount not to exceed Eighty One Thousand Six 

Hundred Ninety Five Dollars and Forty Cents ($81,695.40), as a non-budgeted item to be paid 

from retained earnings in the Approved FY 2020 Electric Budget and furthermore that the City 

Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities 

Management to purchase two thousand feet of 500 MCM Flat Strap 15kV underground cable as 

replacement for the failed 15 kV underground cable on Thomas Road (Bridge) from Metrowest 

Electric Sales, Incorporated, PO Box 1082 Westboro, Massachusetts, for an amount not to 

exceed Eighty One Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Five Dollars and Forty Cents($81,695.40), as 

a non- budgeted item to be paid from retained earnings in the Approved FY 2020 Electric 

budget.  

Councilor McCabe moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to approve R-20-2-13. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed at the COW.  Motion carried. 

 

R-20-2-14 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES MANAGEMENT TO SECURE SERVICES FOR 

POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYL (PCB) RELATED CONSULTING 

FROM ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERS, 213 COURT STREET 

MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT TO ADDRESS CURRENT WATER 

FILTRATION PLANT ISSUES FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
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FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($50,000.00), AS A NON-

BUDGETED ITEM TO BE PAID FROM RETAINED EARNINGS IN THE 

APPROVED FY 2020 WATER BUDGET 

WHEREAS, a final plan for remediation of PCBs needs to be completed; and  

WHEREAS, Groton Utilities Management recommends hiring Environmental Partners to 

provide oversite and planning consultation for PCBs for the Water Filtration Plant project; and  

WHEREAS, the PCB remediation plan must meet both State and Federal EPA regulations and 

be approved by both agencies; and  

WHEREAS at its regular meeting held on January 15, 2020, the Groton Utilities Commission/ 

Water Pollution Control Authority authorized Groton Utilities Management to secure services 

for Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) related consulting from  Environmental Partners, 213 Court 

Street  Middletown, Connecticut to address current Water Filtration Plant  issues for an amount 

not to exceed Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($50,000.00), to be paid from retained 

earnings in the Approved FY 2020 Water Budget, and furthermore that the City Council be 

apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities 

Management to secure services for Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) related consulting from 

Environmental Partners, 213 Court Street Middletown, Connecticut to address current Water 

Filtration Plant issues for an amount not to exceed Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($50,000.00), as a non-budgeted item to be paid from retained earnings in the Approved FY 2020 

Water Budget. 

Councilor Stanford moved Councilor McCabe seconded a motion to approve R-20-2-14. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed at the COW.  Motion carried. 

 

R-20-2-15   RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

2020 CITY OF GROTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT USER FEES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton offers a variety of leisure services and facilities to the citizens 

of all age groups; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established fees and charges to help underwrite the program 

costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Beach and Parks Committee has reviewed the user fees and recommends the 

proposed fee structure as follows: 

 

INTRODUCTION 

*For purposes of this document, City resident shall mean; City residents or City taxpayers whose 

registration does not show a City of Groton address. 
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The City of Groton offers a variety of leisure services to the citizens of all age groups.  A 

significant portion of the services has been underwritten through general fund appropriations.   

 

Some programs instituted between fiscal years have been supported with fees paid by the 

participants.  As a result, inconsistencies among programs serving the same constituents have 

developed. 

The City of Groton Parks and Recreation Department is charged with the responsibility of 

planning, conducting, and supervising of recreational programs and activities as well as the 

operational, maintenance and management of these facilities. 

 

Community recreational and park services are a municipal responsibility; however, the 

magnitude of the service and its economic impact should be reviewed annually to determine a 

reasonable ratio of community desires in accordance with the City of Groton’s ability to 

financially support these services.  The City of Groton should establish fees and charges to 

underwrite the program costs.   

 

There are certain programs that should not have a participant charge, particularly when the 

specific program serves large numbers of people for a nominal total cost, for example, the City 

Day picnic. 

 

1.  BASIC SERVICES 

The City of Groton should support the concept that the general fund should provide the cost of 

basic park and recreation services based on the following: 

  

a. Qualified staff to promote and expand leisure services. 
b. Positive recreational experiences which contribute to the individual’s physical, social, 

emotional, creative, cultural and educational growth and development in order to enrich the 

quality of life. 

c. Development and maintenance of park and recreation facilities such as playgrounds, parks, 

athletic fields, picnic areas, beach, tennis courts, nature and fitness trails. 

 

2.  EXTENDED SERVICES 

Extended services are services in excess of basic services.  For example a specialist performing a 

professional service, programs requiring an instructor or specialist that costs more per hour than 

the authorized department pay structure. 

 

3.  EASTERN POINT BEACH FEES 

 

The recommendation is that each January the beach rates be reviewed on the past year’s 

figures and rates set to reflect a 25% to 50% recovery. 

 

 Vehicles 
 Vehicles eligible to enter Eastern Point Beach will be as follows: 

 

  Registered passenger vehicles not exceeding 12 passenger capacity 
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 Pick-up trucks 

 Motorcycles 
 

       Trailers, mobile homes, etc. are prohibited. 
 

 Parking Permits 

 Seasonal Rates 

 All fees are non-refundable 

 City Residents/City Taxpayers 62 years old and older*  $15.00 

 City Resident/City Taxpayer      $32.00 

 City Resident/City Taxpayer (additional Vehicle)   $22.00 

 Town of Groton Taxpayers 62 years old and older*   $32.00 

 Non-resident 62 years old and older*     $48.00 

 Non-resident        $70.00 

      Special Pass City resident/City taxpayer 62 years and older**  $15.00 

      Special Pass for resident/City taxpayer with a disability    $32.00 

 under 62 years of age***   

  

* To be eligible for this rate, an individual must be 62 years of age on or before Labor Day. 

  

**(Available only to a City resident with no motor vehicle in the household determined on a 

case-by-case basis by the Director of Parks and Recreation.) 

  

*** Available only to a City resident with no motor vehicle in the household determined on 

a case-by-case basis by the Director of Parks and Recreation and documentation of disability 

 

Daily Rates 
Weekday       $20.00 

Weekends/Holidays*     $30.00 

       5:00pm – 8:00pm       ½ price parking daily (except on Special Events) 

 

 (*The holidays are July 4th and Labor Day) 

 

New parking permits will be issued by the showing of a current and valid motor vehicle 

registration.  City of Groton residents or City taxpayers whose registration does not show their 

City of Groton address must show proof of residence (examples: tax bill or current lease 

agreement).  The permit must be adhered to the driver’s side of the vehicle on the inside of the 

windshield.  The permit on the vehicle must match the registration number of the vehicle it was 

purchased for. 

 

Starting at 8:00 p.m. daily there will be no charge for entrance to the beach, except during 

Special Events. 

 

Bus Trips: 

Bus loads are limited to no more than three (3) per day.  Reservations are required in advance by 

contacting the Parks & Recreation office at 446-4128.  The charge for buses will be $100.00 per 
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bus per day, but does not permit the bus to park on the property.  There will be no charge and/or 

limit for City of Groton Recreation program buses. 

 

Temporary Parking Permits: 

 

A temporary parking permit is available free of charge for current parking permit holders whose 

vehicle is in the repair shop for up to five (5) days.  These permits are available by bringing a 

written statement from the repair shop, written on their letterhead, which details which vehicle is 

being repaired and the number of days the vehicle will be in the shop.  Letters are to be presented 

at the Parks and Recreation office Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm to request 

the temporary parking pass. 

 

Walk-ins 

Children 17 years old and under – FREE 
 

City of Groton Residents/City of Groton Residential Taxpayers with ID – FREE 

Residents that do not have a picture ID can show a current lease agreement or tax bill and can 

obtain a picture ID at the Parks and Recreation Office. City of Groton Residents/City of Groton 

Residential Taxpayers may walk-in with their guests at no cost. 
 

Non-Resident/ Non Taxpayer Walk Ins - $5.00 

 

Guest Pass: 

City of Groton Residents/City of Groton Residential Taxpayers can purchase a walk in guest 

pass for up to 4 people - $30.00.  This is for WALK-IN purposes ONLY 

That would be left at the Gatehouse upon arrival at the beach and picked up on their way out. 

This does not include business or commercial property. 

 

Families of crew members of submarines returning home or departing may be allowed access to 

Eastern Point Beach at no cost to view the boats only when the Parks and Recreation Office has 

been notified by the designated personnel on the Sub Base via email alert. 

 

Special Events   

In the event that there is a Special Event held in the area which will have an impact on 

the parking at Eastern Point Beach, the following criteria will be in place at the discretion 

of the Beach and Parks Committee. 

 

1. There will be no rental of the Zbierski House on the dates of the Special Event 

and any scheduled rain dates 

 

2. Beach Hours of Operation could be extended to 6:00 am to 10:00 pm.  There will 

be staff at the facility during these hours. 

 

3. Parking Fee will be $40.00 for those without a Season Beach Pass, no matter what 

day of the week the Special Event falls on. 
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4. All the approved Rules and Regulations of Eastern Point Beach will be in full 

effect. 

 

4.  RECREATION PROGRAMS 

 

Adult Programs.  The fees are calculated to break even.  Fees pay for 100% of the program. 

 

Youth Programs.  The fees are calculated on an individual program basis taking into 

consideration special instructors and/or special equipment and supplies to recover 50% to 75% 

of the costs in fees. 

 

Summer Playground.  The City of Groton operates a large summer playground program at 

Washington Park and at West Side Middle School. The rates charged are as follows:  
 

      City Resident Fee Non-City Resident Fee 

Full Day 6-14 year olds  $250.00  $325.00   

 Weekly Rate   $40.00   $50.00   

 

Half Day 4-5 year olds  $125.00  $175.00 

 Weekly Rate   $40.00   $50.00  

 

a. Recreation Trips.  Trips beyond the City of Groton boundaries (educational, cultural, 

professional sports, etc.) are part of a comprehensive leisure program.  Participants in 

these programs pay all costs to include bus, admission fees, meals, etc. 

 

 

5.  FACILITY RENTALS 
 

Pavilions.  The City presently has six (6) pavilions at Washington Park.  The rates are as 

follows: 
 

   Large Pavilions #1,3 & 5  Regular Pavilion #2, 4 & 6 

    Per Rental    Per Rental 

   (up to a 4 hour timeframe)  (up to a 4 hour timeframe) 

City resident  $  60.00     $  30.00   

Non-resident  $120.00      $  60.00   

City business  $120.00      $  60.00   

Outside business  $170.00    $120.00 
 

* All members of the Military will receive a 10% discount off the rental of the Pavilions at 

Washington Park upon presenting valid proof of military service. 
 

Tennis Courts (lighted).  The Parks and Recreation Department supervises six lighted 

courts at Washington Park.  All league play will be charged $20.00 per court per four (4) 

hour session. The participants shall be expected to pay for the cost of any extended 

services. 
 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 3, 2020 

 

13 

 

 Ball Fields Fee Structure: 

  Group 1 All youth groups regular season games.   No fee 

    Little League and Babe Ruth 

 

  Group 2 All other Youth Baseball Programs  

           $20.00 per game weekdays 

           $30.00 per game weekends 
 

  Group 3 Youth League District or State Tournaments. 

    Includes one game field setup and preparation.  No fee 
 

City employee on site to prepare fields for series of games: 

        Saturdays $60.00 per hour 

        Sundays   $80.00 per hour 
 

 Group 4 University of Connecticut, Avery Point.   No fee 

 

 Group 5 Adult Leagues.      $20.00 per game weekdays 

          $30.00 per game weekends 

 

 Group 6 Adult Tournaments.      $100.00 per day 

 

 Group 7 Charity Tournaments.      Fee* 

  Examples: Fundraisers for charities like Jimmy Fund and United Way.  

  * To be determined on a case by case basis by the Director of Parks and 

Recreation  

  

 Group 8 Baseball Camps. 

  Examples:  America’s Game would pay $250.00 for one week half days. 

      $100.00 full day 

        $50.00 half day 

 

Zbierski House: 

The overall policy of the Parks and Recreation Department is to allow as many groups or 

organizations use of the facility as possible.  If conflicts arise, the Department will use its 

discretion in making reservations that promote the widest public use of the facility.  This 

policy may affect Friday through Sunday use especially. 

 

A one-hundred dollar ($100.00) cash security deposit will be held at the Parks & 

Recreation office for each Zbierski House reservation until verification of clean up.  

 

There will be a maximum of 20 parking spaces allotted with any Zbierski house rental at a 

cost of $5.00 per vehicle when the beach is officially open. During the summer season, 

rentals on Saturday, Sunday and Holidays will be limited to one (1) party during hours of 

operation (8am-6pm) and for one (1) party after 6:00 pm. 
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  Group 1 City, Town, State, and Federal Government Groups: 

    Example: Beach and Park Committee, EPHD Committee. 

         No fee 

Group 2 Civic, Charitable or Non-Profit Groups: 

 Example: AA, Church group, Quilters Club, EPPOA. 

 $25.00 for three hours 

Group 3 Individual Private Parties: 

 City Resident:  $25.00 per hour 

 Non-resident:  $50.00 per hour 

 

 

Group 4 Businesses: 

 City:     $ 50.00 per hour 

 Outside City:              $100.00 per hour  

 

Special Permit for the Sale and/or Consumption of Alcohol within the Zbierski House 

1 Beach Pond Rd, Groton CT 06340 

 

This permit allows for the sale and/or consumption of alcohol (beer and wine ONLY) within the 

Zbierski House or on its porches.  Alcohol is not allowed to be taken onto other areas of the 

Eastern Point Beach property. Alcohol will only be permitted after 6:00pm on Friday, Saturday 

and Sundays during the Beach Season No alcohol is to be served, consumed, or sold without a 

special permit. No kegs, beer balls, or other containers of alcohol in excess of 1 liter are allowed 

at any time, must be plastic or can, no glass containers. 

 

In order to be granted a Special Permit for the Sale and/ or Consumption of Alcohol the 

following conditions must be met: 

1. Application must be made, in writing, six weeks prior to the event 

2. The applicant must have a Zbierski House Use Permit. 

3. The applicant must have a liquor license or liquor permit as required by law. 

4. The applicant must have insurance covering the City as additionally insured. 

5. The applicant must have a plan for controlling the behavior of guests. 

Date of Application   ________________________ 

Name of Event __________________________________________     Date of Event ________ 

Sponsoring Individual or Organization_______________________________________________ 

Hours of event             

Zbierski House Permit   

The applicant has a Zbierski House Use Permit    Y      N 

Type of Event:  

_____ Private. Private events where no money is requested from attendees do not require a liquor 

license.  Private events constitute such things as birthday parties, bridal showers, family 

reunions, graduation ceremonies, memorial services, weddings etc. 

 $50.00 for Resident  $100.00 for Non-Resident 
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_____ Public. Public events where money is requested or charged which also include the sale or 

consumption of alcohol require a liquor permit. Public events include fundraisers, antique sales, 

art shows, etc.  

 $100.00 for Resident  $200.00 for Non-Resident 

Liquor Permit 

The appropriate liquor permit has been provided and is attached.      Y      N     N/A 

Insurance: The applicant or caterer must have insurance coverage including the City as 

additionally insured. 

Liquor Liability (if alcohol is served or sold) 

$1,000,000 Per Occurrence 

$2,000,000 General Aggregate 

City of Groton, CT added as additional insured 
 

General Insurance Requirements: 
 All coverage must be placed with carriers approved to conduct business in the State of 

Connecticut and rated at least A-/VII by A.M. Best 
 Certificates of insurance verifying compliance with the City of Groton’s requirements must 

be included with this permit form.  Failure to meet the City’s insurance requirements 
shall prevent use of issuance of a Special Permit for the Sale or Consumption of Alcohol. 

 Should any insurance cancel for any reason or cause, at least 30 days written notice shall 
be given to the City of Groton 

 The City of Groton maintains the right to require insurance coverage greater than what is 
listed above, depending on the nature and scope of usage of the Zbierski House. 

 Any exceptions to the City’s insurance requirements are subject to the sole discretion of 
the City. 
 

A copy of the applicant or caterer’s liability insurance has been provided and is attached.   Y    N 

 

Guest Control: The applicant is responsible for the behavior of his or her guests.  The City will 

require that a City employee be present at all times to assure that the plan for guest control is 

followed.  The applicant is responsible for paying the cost of such an employee. 

An acceptable plan for assuring all guests follow the rules of the beach has been provided and is 

attached.  Y       N 

A city employee is required.    Y          N  Estimated Cost to Be Paid Prior to Event  

 

I, ______________________________, have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this 

Special Permit for the Sale and/or Consumption of Alcohol. I understand that failure to comply 

with these terms and conditions will result in the forfeiture of any deposit made for use of the 

Zbierski House as well as any future ability to use any City facilities. 

 

Grantee:  (Print Name) ____________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________  

Grantor:  (Print Name) ____________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________ 
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Date: __________________________________________  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the 2020 City of 

Groton Recreation Department User Fees. 

 

Deputy Mayor Beckford moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to approve R-20-2-15. 

Deputy Mayor Beckford said there was a question of the time they stop charging at the gate and 

it is in here as well.  He asked if that might be subject to change. 

Mayor Hedrick said the matter was going back to the B&P Committee meeting this month.  He 

asked Clerk Patrick if they could move this to a future meeting. 

Clerk Patrick said it could be moved to the February 18, 2020 M&C meeting which will be the 

week after the B&P Committee meeting on February 12, 2020. 

Mayor Hedrick asked for a motion to move it to February 18, 2020. 

 

Councilor McCabe moved Deputy Mayor Beckford seconded a motion to move R-20-2-15 to the 

February 18, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

R-20-2-16 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

FY2021 POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

    

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 1(c) of the City of Groton Charter states “Department Heads of 

the Police Department and Highway Department shall submit their proposed budgets to the 

Mayor no later than the first week in January of each year.  The Mayor shall finalize these 

budgets and, within two weeks of receiving the same, submit them to the Council for review and 

approval….”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the FY2021 Police Department budget has been submitted, reviewed and 

discussed;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the FY2021 Police 

Department budget. 

 

Councilor Ortiz moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to approve R-20-2-16. 

Mayor Hedrick said this had been discussed at the COW meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

R-20-2-17 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

FY2021 HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 1(c) of the City of Groton Charter states “Department Heads of 

the Police Department and Highway Department shall submit their proposed budgets to the 

Mayor no later than the first week in January of each year.  The Mayor shall finalize these 

budgets and, within two weeks of receiving the same, submit them to the Council for review and 

approval.….”; and 
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WHEREAS, the FY2021 Highway Department budget has been submitted, reviewed and 

discussed;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the FY2021 Highway 

Department budget. 

 

Councilor Carter moved Councilor Stanford seconded a motion to approve R-20-2-17. 

Mayor Hedrick said this had been discussed at the COW meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

X.        ADJOURNMENT   

Councilor McCabe moved Deputy Mayor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.   

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


