
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2018 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield. Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick.  

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

Mary Hill, Parks & Recreation Director recognized her staff member, Val Koschmieder, who has 

been with the department since September 2013.  Ms. Koschmieder has wanted to go back to 

school and found this course offered through the National Recreation and Park Association. She 

completed the course and achieved her certification as a Certified Park and Recreation 

Professional. Ms. Koschmieder has brought many new programs to the department and 

implemented a successful bus trip series. She is an asset to the department and to the City of 

Groton. 

Ms. Koschmieder thanked Ms. Hill for her support and accepting the ideas she brings forward. 

 

Councilor Sheffield recognized and honored his former classmate and an Iraq veteran, Kent  

LeGasse, who passed away June 11th of this year. He said he served his country with distinction. 

Councilor Rusk thanked City Clerk Deb Patrick and the City of Groton staff for their efforts for 

City Day. 

Mayor Hedrick recognized GU employee Martin Cloudas as the annual Jacqueline Nixon Award 

winner for his work as mentor, supporter and coach of the Fitch High School Aluminum Falcons 

Robotics team.  

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Sherrie Neilson, 205 Shore Avenue said her concerns are regarding the need to use a lot of water 

when putting wet kitchen waste down the disposal. Groton Utilities recommends doing this as 

opposed to putting it in the trash.  She wondered what the trade off would be to put it in the trash 

instead. 

James Parizo, 945 Eastern Point Road said he has been a lifelong resident of the City of Groton 

and lives across from the golf course. He thanked the members of the City Council for what they 

do.  His bill went up over $122.00 and he wants to be able to continue to water his lawn, wash 

his cars and keep his property values constant. He asked what the City is doing with the collected 
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sewer fees hoping it isn’t being used for things he doesn’t approve of such as the water taxi. He 

said he understands the need to do something but the City must be as fiscally responsible as we 

all are. He noted what he was told the costs for the concerts in the park are and the fact the 

baseball fields can’t be used on those nights. He feels the City should look at how they spend and 

where the sewer fees are going. 

Eric Ossmann, 125 Eastwood Road spoke about the sewer use fees noting his bill in June was 

$114.92 and in July $222.60. He feels the water goes into the ground so why are we paying for it 

and considers it an unfair tax.  

Russell Brochu, 19 Crouch Street spoke about the sewer use fee and suggested a flat fee be 

assessed rather be charged for usage. He said his bill has doubled. 

Ms. Neilson spoke again saying her husband went to Town Hall and the City Municipal Building 

to break down the portion of our taxes that were used for the sewer fees in the past. She feels if 

an explanatory text of the former tax assessment for sewer had accompanied the bills it might 

have been easier to understand.  She realizes there are necessary improvements that must be 

made to the PAF and the increase in the budget reflects that. 

Dottie Streeter, a Thames Street property manager said the owners of Paul’s Pasta were stunned 

to see their bill had gone from a high of about $400.00 to $900.00 with the sewer fees. She feels 

this should be passed onto the property owner not the tenant since the owner paid it when it was 

tax based.  

Councilor Rusk asked for clarification on the charges on the bill. 

Mayor Hedrick asked Ms. Streeter to wait after the meeting to get his card so she can contact 

him tomorrow to discuss this further.  

There was some discussion that the decision to have the property owner or tenants pay is 

between them.  

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Mayor Hedrick thanked the residents for coming out to speak to the Council tonight.  He said it’s 

good to see so many people here and the interaction is good.  He went over the details of his own 

bill showing it increased from $162.00 to $329.00 and broke down the usage of electric, water 

and sewer and said it is in line with their usage. He noted the water that leaves our homes and 

businesses must go through a purification process in order to discharge it into the Thames  River 

and there is a cost to that process. Our tax bills didn’t show that cost but now the sewer use fees 

will and that we are among the last municipality to do this.  He said they will continue to monitor 

the program and at about the 6 month mark review it for any possible changes.   He said there 

have been many calls to GU and they are doing all they can to answer the concerns.  He said he 

doesn’t know that a flat rate or a tiered rate is the answer but they will look at it.  He noted the 

increase in the sewer budget and went over some of the drivers.  He addressed the water and 

garbage disposal systems, and explained CGS that govern electric, water and sewer are very 

clear that only electric can make profits.  The water and sewer must put the money into special 

funds to be used for maintenance and improvements to their systems. The concerts are paid for 

from electric revenues and the overtime for P&R staff is for cleanup after the concerts. He said 

the external meters may be an option for some and that they should contact GU at 860-446-4000 

so they can help you determine if the cost is warranted.  Tina Daniels, Customer Care General 

Manager will assist with that.  He said GU has addressed some concerns on wording in the bills 

and it will read Sewer Use Charges going forward.   
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Councilor Rusk said a flat fee was discussed and an external meter may work for some.  She said 

part of the change was due to non taxable entities who weren’t paying in the past yet they were 

using the system.  She said with the tax based system people with similar property values were 

paying the same amount regardless of what their usage was which could be unfair to a single 

person living next to a family of 5.   

There was some discussion on clarification on the CGS that govern electric, water and sewer, 

any other revenue streams GU might have, how the sewer use fees would remain in an enterprise 

fund, the charges for delivery based on the size of the pipes to customers, the discussions with 

the consultants on having tiered fees that were dismissed and that they would continue to review 

and watch this.  

Councilor Depot addressed the concerns of landlord versus tenants paying the fees.  She said she 

spoke to Ms. Daniels and went over the costs of tax based versus the fees for her properties and  

that as of now she is paying the fees. She isn’t in favor of flat fees since it wouldn’t be fair that a 

smaller household will pay the same as a larger household.  They will continue to watch and 

reevaluate the program as needed.  

Councilor Carter said they did have concerns for renters when this all began and the business 

owner should discuss this with the property owner.  

Councilor Beckford said the property owners are seeing a savings on the tax side and it will be 

equitable in the long term since users have control of their usage.  

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve the July 2, 2018 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to approve the July 23, 2018 

Committee of the Whole meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

Councilor Rusk, reported on the Council Group II Community Development Committee  

meetings July 9th below 

REFERRAL ITEM # 10 COMMUNITY BUILDING EVENTS/BEAUTIFICATION  

Discussion: They discussed the Holiday Lights and other beautification events.  They would like 

to reinstate the Mayor’s Award for best house and street. Also have a best garden for flowers and 

edibles. They would like to vote for this by the end of summer.     

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 11 CITIZEN RECOGNITION PROGRAM                 

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #16 CITY ENTRY WAY SIGNAGE                                             

Discussion: Discussion to move forward on the entry way signage for residents to “Adopt a 

Sign”.  They will work with PW Director Umrysz and City personnel to start the program 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #17 ORDINANCE REVIEW                                                 

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 18 USE OF CITY RESOURCES                                         

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

She participated in the July 4th parade, attended the ribbon cutting of the lower Costa property 

July 14th, the ribbon cutting of the Mobi Mat at EPB July 18th, a presentation at Fort Griswold 

July 19th and spoke along with Mayor Hedrick at Bill Memorial Library July 25th.  On 8/1 she 

attended the BOE/TC/CC/RTM Liaison meeting where they discussed the middle school plan, 

the elementary school project as directed by the State of CT and the80% reimbursement for that 

project. They discussed the Town Council and the Merritt Property and that bids for the Groton 

Heights School property must be in by 8/24 with a detailed plan. She reported a new restaurant 

will open in the North End Deli location, a volunteer beatification meeting will be held 9/10 at 

the Groton Public Library and that she would like to have the City work with them on the 

program.  On 8/3 she participated in City Day. 

Councilor Beckford, the report for the Council Group I Economic Development Commission is 

below: 
Referral Item #4 Recommendations Of The Economic Development  Commission 

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

He attended the Mobi Mat ribbon cutting at EPB 7/18 and participated in City Day 8/3. 

Councilor Sheffield reported on the Finance Committee for the Council Group II meeting on  

July 9th below 

REFERRAL ITEM #22   MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE                                              

Discussion: Discussion that they hope this can be part of the Thames Street economic 

development through the TIF program. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 26 PROPOSED CHANGES TO RETIREMENT PLAN  

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 28 REVIEW OF CITY BIDDING PROCESS   

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #30 REVIEW OF ORDINANCES                                         

Discussion: None.   

Action: None. 

He participated in the July 4th parade, attended the Farmers Market 7/10, and the ribbon cutting 

for the lower Costa property 7/14th and the ribbon cutting of the Mobi Mat at EPB July 18th.  He 

asked if there was a name for the park yet. 

Mayor Hedrick said they are discussing options. 

Councilor Depot, there are currently no referrals in the Council Group I Public Works 

Committee. 

She participated in the July 4th parade and attended the Farmers Market 7/10. 

Councilor Carter the report for the Council Group II Parks & Recreation Committee July 9th 

below 

REFERRAL ITEM # 16 BEACH AND PARKS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS    

FOR THE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR EASTERN POINT BEACH     
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Discussion: There was discussion on the extended beach fees and that it may not be in the City’s 

best interest to continue after this summer.  Councilor Carter will bring this to the Beach & Parks 

Committee. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 18 REVIEW OF ORDINANCES                                       

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 19 SUBMARINE HOMECOMINGS AT     

EASTERN POINT BEACH 

Discussion: This has been discussed and a plan is in place.  

Action: Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to delete Item #19.  

Motion carried. 

REFERRAL ITEM #20 YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE    

Discussion: Discussion to amend the current rules or to discontinue the committee.  This will be 

discussed with the Mayor. 

Action: None. 

He participated in the July 4th parade and City Cay 8/3.  

Deputy Mayor Gerrish, the report on Council Group I Public Safety Committee July 9th is below: 

Referral Item #29 Speeding On Mitchell Street     

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

Referral Item #31 Baker Avenue Resident Parking Passes   

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

He attended the Mobi Mat ribbon cutting at EPB 7/18th  and stood in for Mayor Hedrick at the 

ground breaking for the fuel cell generator at the Sub Base 7/25th. He said this will put the Sub 

base in a better position with BRAC.  

City Clerk Patrick thanked Councilors Rusk, Beckford, Sheffield and Carter, Mayor Hedrick, 

P&R Director Mary Hill, her staff, the Public Works staff, Chief Mike Spellman, Captain Erick 

Jenkins, Chief Rob Tompkins, Deputy Chief Sargent, HR Director Linda Avedisian, Melody 

Litwin, Juliette Parker, Bev Washington, and Bernadette and Paul Konkemoeller for their 

assistance in the food tent at City Day.  She said she is grateful for their willingness to be there. 

She said this year was her 20th year as coordinator for City day and would be her last year.  It is 

time to let someone bring some new and fresh ideas and she looks forward to seeing it. 

Finance Director Yuhas reported that resolution R-18-1-3 for REM Industrial Solutions, they 

removed the pump and took it apart and determined they can’t repair it.  Operator Steve Scarpa 

gathered the pieces and brought it to the next lowest bidder, Trevor and they determined they can 

repair it. He said a new resolution will have to be approved for them. 

Councilor Rusk asked how much it cost to have it dismantled and what was the initial bid that 

was approved. 

Mr. Yuhas said the bid was for $16,335.00 with contingency and a not to exceed $20,000.00.  

We were invoiced $2,200.00. 

Mayor Hedrick said it is important to discuss this due to the urgency and he will bring this to the 

Council 8/20.  

Councilor Beckford asked if the $2,200.00 will come out of the costs in the new contract. 
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Mr. Yuhas said they will discuss this with Chief Operator Kevin Cini since it is already removed 

and disassembled all they have to do is repair and reinstall.  

Mayor Hedrick  thanked City Clerk Patrick for all she has over the years coordinating City Day.  

He agreed that the Parks & Recreation and Public Works staff are instrumental in setting up and 

breaking down the event. He thanked Police Chief Mike Spellman, Captain Erick Jenkins, Fire 

Chief Rob Tompkins who were on the grill with him, Deputy Fire Chief Ted Sargent, HR 

Director Linda Avedisian, Deb Patrick, Mary Hill and Melody Litwin all worked in the food tent.  

He said he was able to walk around and talk to people and it was a great event, a way for the City 

to give back to our residents. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

Parks & Recreation Committee- Use of the Tyler House and Zbierski House 

 

Councilor Rusk asked if crosswalks could be added to the Public Safety Committee referral on 

speeding on Mitchell Street. 

Mayor Hedrick said Public Works Director Tim Umrysz has ordered signs to be placed at the 

Park Avenue crosswalk and at WSMS crosswalk so it won’t be necessary to add it. 

Councilor Rusk suggested we need signs on Mitchell Street by Cumberland Farms and on 

Thames Street. 

There was discussion that the crosswalk at Cumberland Farms should be repainted. 

Councilor Beckford said since letting the Police Department know about traffic issues on Smith 

Street there has been an increased Police presence. 

Mayor Hedrick said once something is brought to the department heads or to him it is acted 

upon. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

R-18-8-91 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE A PURCHASE ORDER TO TRITECH 

SOFTWARE SYSTEMS, 4509 W. 58TH STREET, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH 

DAKOTA FOR INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 

(IMC) SOFTWARE SUPPORT, IN THE AMOUNT OF FOURTEEN 

THOUSAND THIRTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND EIGHTY CENTS 

($14,038.80) TO BE PAID FROM FY19 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

OPERATING FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) and Records Management 

System (RMS) software was approved on August 18, 2003 under Resolution R-03-8-57; and 

 

WHEREAS, Tritech Software Systems is a sole source expenditure for the software system for 

the Police Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the annual software support is from October 1, 2018 through September 30, 2019 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 

authorize a purchase order to Tritech Software Systems, 4509 W. 58th Street, Sioux Falls, South 
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Dakota for Information Management Corporation (IMC) software support, in the amount of 

Fourteen Thousand Thirty-Eight Dollars and Eighty Cents ($14,038.80) to be paid from FY19 

Police Department Operating funds. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to approve R-18-8-91. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed at the COW. 

Councilor Rusk asked if this is the one for 5 years. 

Chief Spellman said it is. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-8-92 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A 

DONATION 

 

WHEREAS, the following donation has been received by the City of Groton: 

Groton Congregational Church – Parks and Recreation Summer Camp scholarships, 

$500.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-18-8-92. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-8-93 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT (EMPG) SUB-

GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 

AND NO CENTS ($10,000.00) FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT, 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES AND PUBLIC 

PROTECTION, DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND 

HOMELAND SECURITY, 1111 COUNTRY CLUB ROAD, 

MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT AND MAYOR KEITH HEDRICK BE 

AUTHORIZED TO SIGN SUCH DOCUMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton annually applies to the State of Connecticut, Department of 

Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management and Homeland 

Security for an Emergency Management Performance Grant; and  

 

WHEREAS, the EMPG sub-grant assists the City of Groton in maintaining a robust emergency 

management program by reimbursing a portion of approved expended funds as it relates to 

emergency management;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept Emergency 

Management Performance Grant (EMPG) sub-grant award in the amount of Ten Thousand 

Dollars and No Cents ($10,000.00) from the State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency 

Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, 
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1111 Country Club Road, Middletown, Connecticut and that Mayor Keith Hedrick be authorized 

to sign such document.  

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to approve R-18-8-93. 

Mayor Hedrick clarified the intent for the use of the funds. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-8-94 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

ACCEPT THE NUCLEAR SAFETY EMERGENCY PROGRAM (NSEP) 

BUDGET, AS REQUESTED, ALLOCATED BY THE STATE OF 

CONNECTICUT, DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES AND 

PUBLIC PROTECTION, DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

AND HOMELAND SECURITY WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE 

OF CONNECTICUT OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT IN THE 

AMOUNT OF THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED  THIRTY-ONE  

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($36,631.00) FOR EQUIPMENT 

AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION REIMBURSEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection,  

Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, created the Nuclear Safety 

Emergency Planning grant fund in order to provide funding for critical resources to local 

emergency operation centers; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton submits its budget request annually for approval; and 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council authorize and accept the Nuclear 

Safety Emergency Program (NSEP) budget, as requested, allocated by the State of Connecticut, 

Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security with the approval of the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and 

Management in the amount of Thirty-Six Thousand, Six Hundred Thirty-One Thousand Dollars 

and No Cents ($36,631.00) for equipment and resource allocation reimbursements. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor seconded a motion to approve R-18-8-94. 

Mayor Hedrick said there is a typo in the next to the last sentence in the header and Therefore be 

it resolved.  The second time the work thousand appears is a typo and should be removed. It is 

correct, as shown, numerically. 

Clerk Patrick said the minutes will reflect that is was removed as shown below. 

 

R-18-8-94 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

ACCEPT THE NUCLEAR SAFETY EMERGENCY PROGRAM (NSEP) 

BUDGET, AS REQUESTED, ALLOCATED BY THE STATE OF 

CONNECTICUT, DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES AND 

PUBLIC PROTECTION, DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

AND HOMELAND SECURITY WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE 

OF CONNECTICUT OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT IN THE 
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AMOUNT OF THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED  THIRTY-ONE  

DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($36,631.00) FOR EQUIPMENT AND 

RESOURCE ALLOCATION REIMBURSEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection,  

Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, created the Nuclear Safety 

Emergency Planning grant fund in order to provide funding for critical resources to local 

emergency operation centers; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Groton submits its budget request annually for approval; and 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council authorize and accept the Nuclear 

Safety Emergency Program (NSEP) budget, as requested, allocated by the State of Connecticut, 

Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, Division of Emergency Management 

and Homeland Security with the approval of the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and 

Management in the amount of Thirty-Six Thousand, Six Hundred Thirty-One Dollars and No 

Cents ($36,631.00) for equipment and resource allocation reimbursements. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:54 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


