
 

CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM  

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter and City Clerk Debra Patrick 

Excused: Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

Mayor Hedrick thanked Deputy Mayor Gerrish for filling in for him at the October 1, 2018 

meeting while he was away on vacation. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Jean-Claude Ambroise, 169 Shennecossett Parkway read the following statement:In an article 

published Sept. 16, Groton Right To Vote (GRTV) PAC member fails to provide accurate 

information in his advocacy for the proposed Groton charter revision.Primarily, they neglects to 

mention that on Nov. 28, 2017, the Town Council rejected the Charter Revision Commission 

(CRC) final report by a vote of 5-4. On Oct. 3 at the charter revision Town Council public 

hearing, those who spoke against it outnumbered proponents 20 to nine. Six were members of 

the CRC. It is false for GRTV to claim “virtually no change to the core of our town government 

is proposed.” The elimination of the Representative Town Meeting (RTM) would be a radical 

restructuring of the most powerful elected body in the town. It is the one elected body most 

intimately entwined with the voters. By state law, the RTM is required to provide seats for 

minority-party representation. The volunteers who serve on the RTM are our friends and family. 

They live in our neighborhoods. They know what matters to us because the same things matter to 

them. It is false to claim charter revision would “create a transparent annual budget development 

process.” Groton already has an open, extensive, line-by-line budget development and review 

process that includes “formal settings for citizen input.” The monthly RTM agenda has a 

standing item allowing for discussion of the town budget at any meeting, should any RTM 

member or citizen choose to do so. It is false to claim the proposed charter would “require that 

residents vote annually on a … budget.” Not all residents are voters and no voter is “required” to 

vote. However, every taxpayer would be required to cover the $25,000+ cost of operating all the 

polling places for each of the potentially unlimited number of budget referendums every year. 
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To be fair, Mr. Frink is accurate on one point: “The proposed charter [revision] entails more 

changes than outlined here.” Indeed, it does include a lot more changes than he outlined. 

Ironically, he states that he wants “to make sure the voters are fully informed” but leaves out 

critical considerations. Here are three key points: 

1. Taxpayers are not “empowered” when terms of office are increased from two to four years. A 

two-year term keeps office holders directly and regularly accountable to voters. Extending terms 

only insulates office holders and diminishes the power of voters. 

2. Taxpayers are not “empowered” when the statute requiring minority-party representation 

shifts to the town and city councils due to the dissolution of the RTM. Minority-party 

representation requirements will remove the voters’ authority to “sweep out” members of a 

political party as they did in the 2017 Groton town election cycle. It should be the ultimate power 

of the voters to demonstrate their deep displeasure in such a manner. If the charter revision 

succeeds, this power of the voting electorate would be lost. The RTM is the proper legislative 

body for a minority-party representation requirement. 

3) Taxpayers are not “empowered” when they can only vote for one member of the seven-

member Board of Finance. Voters are especially diminished when one considers this Board of 

Finance would not be granted any vote or veto power over the Town Council. There would be no 

regular and readily accessible “check and balance” authority over the council such as the RTM 

possesses now. Mr. Frink’s description of the proposed charter is, at best, neglectful or, at worst, 

intentionally deceptive. The proposed charter revision does not serve the interests of Groton 

residents, voters and taxpayers. For more information on reasons to Vote No Charter Revision, 

please attend our open discussion sessions on Oct. 24th at the Groton Public Library. We are 

online at Vote No Charter Revisions on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and Twitter 

(@charterno). We invite all inquiries, comments, questions or suggestions to be sent via email to 

votenocharterrevisions@gmail.com. If passed, this charter revision will drastically transform 

Groton. Quite simply, there are too many changes, and all result in massive reductions of our 

diverse, dynamic and community-rooted representation.  On Nov. 6 we recommend you vote 

no on the charter revision. 
 

Mayor Hedrick read the following on behalf of Ian C. Thomas, 159 Shennecossett Pkwy 

To the Groton City Council: 

Proposed Charter Revisions Consolidate Power; Disenfranchising Voters, Taxpayers and 

Residents.  The November 6th referendum question in Groton is touted by proponents as a 

citizen’s right to vote on the budget.  This gross over simplification of terms willfully omits the 

full scope of changes that would occur should the revision pass. Groton currently has 58 elected 

positions across the Town Council, RTM, and Board of Education.  The charter revision 

abolishes the RTM, cutting the total by more than half. This would be devastating.  It eliminates 

the one elected representative body that holds the actual voting and veto power to check and 

balance the town council.  It erases the diversity of voices from voters across all seven districts.  

The charter revision installs an advisory-only Board of Finance, reducing the diversity and power 

of representation for every district. Currently, there are between four and seven RTM members 

per district whose voting and veto power can compel the Town Council to act on or react to any 

citizen concern, regardless of subject. This charter revision’s Board of Finance would reduce 

mailto:votenocharterrevisions@gmail.com
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representatives to one per district, strip voting and veto power, and limit their influence to only 

matters of finance. 

Defend District Diversity. 

Vote NO Charter Revisions. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to approve the October 1, 2018 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

Councilor Rusk said she had hoped the Blight Officer would be available to talk with them this 

evening regarding recent blight concerns. 

Mayor Hedrick said Chief Spellman was here to address the blight questions. 

Police Chief Michael Spellman said the City of Groton Blight Officer, Glenn Frishman, a retired 

Army Colonel  is a part time employee who is scheduled to work 20 hours per week.  He went 

over some blight complaints that have been resolved and the process they follow when a 

complaint is received.  He noted there are 2 active complaints that he will not comment on 

publicly.  He said he would discuss it in Executive Session if that is what the Council would like.  

He said the TIF program and the Town Beautification Committee are steps in the right direction 

to deal with blight.  He urged the City to collaborate with the Town Council.  

He said the Blight Officer could easily become a full time position based on the workload.  He 

said Colonel Frishman works more than the part time hours and has even done yard work for an 

elderly resident who couldn’t do it herself.  

Mayor Hedrick said he wasn’t prepared for an ES tonight but would be happy to do that on the 

night of the COW meeting. 

Councilor Rusk asked how quick the response to a complaint is. 

Chief Spellman said the Blight Officer works 4 days a week and will respond once received by 

him. 

Mayor Hedrick said sometimes blight can be subjective, personal choice versus blight can be 

tricky but the City will respond, inspect and write up a report on their findings.  

Councilor Rusk noted a recent article in the newspaper asking what the process had been, the 

findings and if the situation was handled appropriately. 

Chief Spellman said much of it occurred prior to his tenure as Chief but the Blight Officer did 

respond to speak with the resident and all proper procedures were followed.  The Blight Officer 

was spoken of highly in that article.  He said there is a report from Ledgelight Health District 

that would be enlightening.  He noted that the Northeast had an issue with Norway rats 2016-18 

and warnings were issued for residents to remove food sources such as birdfeeders. 

There was a discussion that Norway rats are different from river rats. 

Mayor Hedrick said the City followed the blight process in this case and the problem was due to 

food sources on the property.  He noted the dead rats were due to the bait traps set by the 

exterminator hired by the resident. He said the reporter never contacted the Mayor’s office on 

what procedures were followed or resources provided. 
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Councilor Rusk attended the CCM How to Run Legal and Effective Meetings workshop on 

October 3rd and the Council Group II Parks & Recreation Committee meeting October 9th. There 

was no report for the Council Group II Community Development Committee. 

Councilor Beckford had no report. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the Council Group II Parks & Recreation Committee meeting and 

had no report for the Council Group II Finance Committee. 

Councilor Depot had no report. 

Councilor Carter had no report. The following minutes are from the Council Group II 

Parks and Recreation Committee 

A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee was called to order at 5:37 p.m. 

Members present:  Councilor Carter, Councilor Sheffield and Councilor Rusk 

Staff: P&R Director Mary Hill and Beach & Parks Committee Chair Al Restivo 

REFERRAL ITEM # 16 BEACH AND PARKS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS    

FOR THE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR EASTERN POINT BEACH     

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 18 REVIEW OF ORDINANCES                                       

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #20 YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE    

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #22 USE OF TYLER HOUSE AND ZBIERSKI HOUSE        

Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #23 REVIEW LANGUAGE IN ORDINANCE 198 AND RULES AND 

REGULATIONS          

Discussion: Mary Hill presented comparisons to other local beaches regarding their regulations 

and allowing dogs onto the property.  There was a discussion on the current ordinance in regards 

to enforcement during the off season. Councilor Sheffield was firm in his belief that the current 

ordinance is sufficient. The committee will continue to discuss this. 

Action: None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Councilor Sheffield and seconded by Councilor Rusk to adjourn.  Meeting 

adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish had no report. 

City Clerk Patrick read cards from the Law Enforcement Council, Nutmeg Fife & Drum Corp 

and STEPS thanking the City of Groton for use of the their facility.  

Mayor Hedrick asked if one of the Councilors would be available to sit on an RFP selection  

committee for Groton Heights School property.  

Councilor Depot asked what it entails. 

Mayor Hedrick said they would meet to review the proposals submitted and interview those that 

met the requirements. He was unsure as to the time of day/evening the meetings would take 

place. 
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Councilors Rusk and Depot said they were both interested if available for the time frame 

someone is needed. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

R-18-10-106 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE A GRANT AWARD FROM THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS, 

BULLETPROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT 

OF THREE THOUSAND TWENTY-SEVEN DOLLARS AND ZERO 

CENTS ($3,027.00) AND THAT MAYOR KEITH HEDRICK BE 

AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 

     

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, created the 

Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act of 1998 in order to provide critical resources to state and 

local law enforcement to enhance law enforcement safety; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Office of Justice Programs’ Bureau of Justice Assistance administers the 

Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program and has awarded the City of Groton Police Department 

50% matching funds for the purchase and/or replacement of bulletproof vests; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Police Department is a criminal justice agency which has 

demonstrated a need to acquire additional bulletproof vests;  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council accept and approve a grant award 

from the United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bulletproof Vest 

Partnership Program in the amount of Three Thousand Twenty-Seven Dollars and Zero Cents 

($3,027.00) and that Mayor Keith Hedrick be authorized to execute said agreement. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-18-10-106.  

Councilor Sheffield asked how many vest will be purchased. 

Chief Spellman said it allows them to outfit the entire department on a rotation.  These are level 

3A grade vests provided through a federal program allows us to provide this level of ballistic 

protection for our department. 

Councilor Depot said when we accept a grant it is because staff has done their research to 

determine what they are eligible for and applied for these grants.  She thanked Chief Spellman 

for his efforts to secure this grant. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:06 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


