
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2018 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM  

 

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:56 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

and City Clerk Debra Patrick  

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

None 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Bryon Niemann, 76 Allen Street said at various times parking issues and the growth of EB has 

been discussed. He said he lives across the street from an EB parking lot on Smith Street and on 

a daily basis vehicles arriving or leaving the parking lot completely disregard the stop sign 

believing it is merely a suggestion. He also has concerns about the signs disallowing left hand 

turns unto Mitchell Street during the hours from 3:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  He said those signs were 

put up when EB had many more people leaving work at the same time.  He said the dismissal 

times are largely scattered now so the signs are no longer necessary. He also talked about 

businesses and economic development on Thames Street noting that without adequate parking 

many will never survive. 

Gretchen Chipperini, 87 Phoenix Drive said she was there to speak at the request of Town 

Manager, John Burt and Town Planner, Jon Reiner regarding the development at her property 

near the former William Seeley School. She distributed copies of conceptual drawings and asked 

Architect Thom Edwards to hold up the large site map. She went on to say that she would like 

the City and GU to change the site for the new water tower that will be built to better 

accommodate her project.  

Thom Edwards said he was hired by the Town of Groton for this project.  He gave some 

information on the proposed project and the drawings. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Councilor Rusk said it is a great concept and asked who would be paying for it. She said the City 

doesn’t have the resources to repurpose the old water tower into apartments. She said the rest of  
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the conceptual project wasn’t on City owned land and supports continuing with building the new 

water tower as planned. 

Councilor Beckford said when it was first presented for the replacement of the tower the site was 

carefully selected. 

Mayor Hedrick said this is a GU project that is needed and is ready to go once the ground thaws. 

He said the Town does not have a developer for this project and an email from Town Manager 

John Burt states he understands the location of the new water tower is a business decision. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to approve the December 4, 2017 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

Mayor Hedrick said he, the Councilors and Chief Spellman received a letter that he will address 

during his communications. 

Councilor Rusk said she heard from people who were concerned about the Millstone sirens that 

went off in error over the weekend. She asked if we can put something on the City of Groton 

Government FB page when an error like that occurs. 

There was a discussion that a message generally accompanies the test but sometimes can’t be 

heard. 

Mayor Hedrick said he receives a call each week and he must respond to with a particular code 

to ensure he is getting the information about tests and drills. He will look into accomplishing 

putting a message on FB and certainly understands the concerns. 

There was discussion that people may not look at FB if there is a concern about the warning 

sirens. 

Mayor Hedrick went over the procedures they follow in the EOC during drills to prepare for a 

disaster should one occur.  He said we strongly encourage people to follow the City FB page.  

Councilor Beckford had no report. 

Councilor Sheffield had no report. 

Councilor Depot had no report. 

Councilor Carter had no report. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish had no report. 

Finance Director Yuhas reported that budget season has begun. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Mayor Hedrick read a letter sent to him, the Council and Chief Spellman.  The letter was sent 

anonymously with the writer stating fear of retaliation.  In the letter the writer noted on Saturday, 

December 23
rd

 4 cruisers were parked in a lot across the street from the Dunkin Donuts at 5 

Corners.  The writer went on to say the officers all inside Dunkin Donuts together. The writer 

said this is not the first time this has been seen and stated complaints were made to the Police 

Department which were ignored. The writer takes this happening as an affront to the residents of  
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the City and wants to know what City leaders will do. Mayor Hedrick asked Chief Spellman to 

come to the podium so he can address the letter and the Council. 

 

Chief Spellman read the following statement: 

Mayor Hedrick and members of the City of Groton Council, 

On December 23, 2017 the Day shift for the City of Groton police Department went to, and was 

photographed doing so by an anonymous citizen, our local Dunkin Donuts as a group for coffee. 

In an anonymous letter of complaint it was described as a regular practice, and a “slap in the face 

to the taxpayer”. The letter writer indicated that the complaint would not be addressed and stated 

they remained anonymous for fear….and I paraphrase…of retaliation. 

The City of Groton Police department is an Accredited Police Agency and it is our policy to 

address all complaints inclusive of anonymous ones.  An Administrative Review was conducted 

and it was found that this did in fact occur. I take responsibility for a lack of policy addressing 

breaks and mid-shift meals. This has been corrected. Effective immediately no more than 2 

uniformed officers may eat at one location at any given time. We also reiterated and encouraged: 

1) Officers to continue to patronize local businesses 

2) Officers continue to spend money in the City of Groton for lunch, coffee and incidentals 

and interact with the public they serve at local establishments 

3) Keep these breaks short in duration 

4) To continue to always be approachable to the public they serve. 

All members of our agency are sensitive in these difficult economic times that the public could 

see personnel all seeking coffee at once negatively.  This is not the optic we seek to present and 

the practice is indefensible. I have made that very clear to personnel.  All were given this 

complaint and the photographs for review and reflection. They were reminded they are the most 

visible of City employees and their conduct on duty and off duty held to the highest standards 

and review. 

We are an Accredited Agency and have drafted a policy to address this. 

We are a transparent agency and freely admit to this shortfall of public expectation.  I apologize 

to the Council, our Mayor and the citizens of the City of Groton.  Although the complaint was 

not signed, also to he/she that forwarded it.  The blame is mine. 

Lastly let me make perfectly clear that no one will be “retaliated” against for exercising their 

rights as a United States citizen and questioning a practice of this Police Department.  More 

often than not this agency does tremendous things in its day to day efforts to serve their 

community. Here we fell short. We are cognizant of our image and the optics we provide to our 

community.  We will endeavor to always be what is expected of and from us. 

 

Councilor Carter said it is a centrally located and visible place.  No one was hiding, they need 

breaks too and their radios are on and they can get to a call quickly. 

Councilor Beckford said he isn’t a labor expert but it is his understanding that employees are 

entitled to a 15 minute break for every 4 hours worked. He also said we should be sensitive to the 

perception but that it is a snapshot in time. 
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Councilor Depot noted the writer said it is a frequent occurrence.  She passes by there frequently 

and has never seen that many cars there. She asked if there had been past complaints.  

Chief Spellman said the officers were there after assisting the DOT securing the ramp on bridge 

Street to 95 S.  He said he spoke to Mr. Niemann after he addressed the council and would have 

an officer there tomorrow to look into the traffic and stop sign issue.  He had not known of this 

previously. 

Councilor Rusk thanked Chief Spellman for addressing the letter and owning it.  She said we 

have a great Police Department and wants to ensure citizens there would not be retaliation. 

Councilor Sheffield asked Chief Spellman if he received the letter as well. 

Chief Spellman said he did. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish thanked the chief for addressing this and coming here on his own time.  

He said he was concerned the person wouldn’t sign their name to the letter.  He said the average 

citizen would have no idea what was being discussed by the officers.  He personally was 

offended by the letter. 

Mayor Hedrick agreed with chief Spellman and read this prepared statement: 

Since I was elected Mayor I have said let us know how we are doing. This letter allows us to 

address a perception that is present regarding the performance of our employees. I understand a 

picture is worth a thousand words. Perception is important for a municipality. A photograph is a 

snapshot in time. You don’t know what happened before the picture or what happened after the 

picture.  

December 23
rd

 is the same rainy, cold miserable day that our police force worked with 

Connecticut DOT to close the Bridge Street entrance to Interstate 95. Extra personnel were used 

in order to not impede with the on-call officers. This picture was taken after the closure and 

could be some of the extra officers.  I am sensitive to the appearances of City vehicles at local 

businesses. 

The City is relatively small and you will see vehicles from the Police, Fire, Public Works, Parks 

and Recreation and Groton Utilities on our roads. You may see them at our local businesses. 

Most of our employees take breaks and lunch on the fly to minimize disruption of the work day. 

I don’t have a problem with them stopping at local businesses to get lunch or for rest breaks. I 

also don’t expect them to drive back to the Municipal Building for a bathroom break when they 

can stop somewhere local.  

I have talked to several business owners who like it when our Police Officers stop by their 

locations because it makes them feel safe. I will ensure that I and the Department Heads are 

monitoring our employees to verify local policies are not violated. Once again I value your input 

and look forward to continuing to provide you the level of services you expect from the City of 

Groton. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS  

R-18-1-1 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL PROVISIONALLY 

AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE A CONTRACT WITH PRELOAD, LLC, 

4000 TOWER ROAD, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY FOR THE WALKER 

HILL STORAGE TANK AND APPURTENANT WORK PROJECT 

BASED ON ITS LOW CONFORMING BID OF TWO MILLION, ONE 

HUNDRED EIGHTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($2,188,000.00) 

AND AN ADDITIONAL CONTINGENCY FOR A TOTAL 

EXPENDITURE NOT TO EXCEED TWO MILLION, FIVE HUNDRED 

SIXTY THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS 

($2,560,800.00) TO BE PAID FROM PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 2016 

WATER BOND FUNDS AND THAT MAYOR KEITH HEDRICK BE 

AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT UPON FINAL 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONTRACT TERMS 

 

WHEREAS, Groton Utilities Management solicited bids for the Walker Hill Storage Tank and 

appurtenant work, with bids received and opened on Thursday, November 16, 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on December 20, 2017, the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission authorized Management to award a contract to Preload, LLC, 4000 Tower Road, 

Louisville, Kentucky for the Walker Hill Storage Tank and Appurtenant Work Project base on its 

low conforming bid of $2,188,000.00 and an additional contingency for a total expenditure not to  

exceed $2,560,800.00 be paid from the 2016 Water Bond Funds and furthermore that the City 

Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council provisionally authorize and 

approve a contract to Preload, LLC, 4000 Tower Road, Louisville, Kentucky for the Walker Hill 

Storage Tank and Appurtenant Work Project base on its low conforming bid of Two Million, 

One Hundred Eighty-Eight Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,188,000.00) and an additional 

contingency for a total expenditure not to exceed Two Million, Five Hundred Sixty Thousand, 

Eight Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($2,560,800.00) to be paid from previously approved 2016 

Water Bond Funds and that Mayor Keith Hedrick be authorized to execute the agreement upon 

final acceptance of the contract terms.  

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-1. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-1-2 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES MANAGEMENT TO RETAIN THE LOBBYING 

SERVICES OF MEDICI, LLC, 1 GOLD STREET, HARTFORD, 

CONNECTICUT FOR LOBBYING SERVICES PERTAINING TO 

ELECTRIC, WATER, OR ANY OTHER UTILITY MATTERS AS  
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NECESSARY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED 

FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($104,000.00) TO BE 

PAID FROM THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – LOBBYING 

ACCOUNT IN THE APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 AND 

PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 

BUDGETS AND THAT MAYOR KEITH HEDRICK BE AUTHORIZED 

TO EXECUTE 

 

WHEREAS, constant monitoring of legislation and lobbying efforts are needed to assure that 

proper legislation pertaining to electric, water, or any other utility matters is approved by the 

State Legislature; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order to provide continuing lobbying services, Management recommends 

retaining the lobbying services of Medici, LLC of Hartford, Connecticut in an amount not to 

exceed $104,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on December 20, 2017, the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission voted to authorize Groton Utilities Management to retain the lobbying services of 

Medici, LLC of Hartford, Connecticut for lobbying services pertaining to electric, water, or gas 

services and any other utility matters as necessary in an amount not to exceed $104,000.00 to be 

paid from the Professional Services – Lobbying account in the approved fiscal year 2017-2018 

and proposed fiscal year 2018-2019 Utilities Department budgets; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities 

Management to retain the lobbying services of Medici, LLC, 1 Gold Street, Hartford, 

Connecticut for lobbying services pertaining to electric, water, or any other utility matters as 

necessary in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Four Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($104,000.00) to be paid from the Professional Services – Lobbying account in the approved fiscal 

year 2017-2018 and fiscal year 2018-2019 Utilities Department budgets, and that Mayor Keith 

Hedrick be authorized to execute the agreement. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-2. 

Ron Gaudet, Director Groton Utilities said this has always been done by calendar year rather 

than fiscal year.  He said they have represented GU for 15 years and have been instrumental in 

key legislation for the utility and assisted in securing the grant for the water treatment plant 

project through the State.  He said they were very helpful during the drafting of the CMEEC 

legislation.  

Mayor Hedrick said although the grant from DPH was largely procured due to the efforts of GU 

employees Rick Stevens and Ray Valentini the lobbyist was involved. 

Motion carried. 
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R-18-1-3 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER TO REM 

INDUSTRIAL SOLUTIONS, 285 MURPHY ROAD, HARTFORD, 

CONNECTICUT FOR THE REMOVAL, OVERHAUL, AND 

REINSTALLATION OF THE PRIMARY EFFLUENT PUMP AT THE 

CITY OF GROTON POLLUTION ABATEMENT FACILITY IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO 

CENTS ($20,000.00) TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS AVAILABLE IN THE 

APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2018 CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS 
 

WHEREAS, as part of the 2018-20123 Capital Improvement Plan, the Primary Effluent Pump 

located at the City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility will be removed, overhauled and 

reinstalled; and  

 

WHEREAS, Management obtained quotes and based on the evaluation of the quotes received, 

recommends issuing a purchase order to REM Industrial Solutions based on its quote of 

$16,335.00, with contingency as not to exceed $20,000 for the removal, overhaul, and 

reinstallation of the primary effluent pump; and  

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of January 2, 2018, the City of Groton Water Pollution 

Control Authority authorized Management to issue a purchase order to REM Industrial 

Solutions, 285 Murphy Road, Hartford, Connecticut for the removal, overhaul, and reinstallation 

of the primary effluent pump at the City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility in the amount 

not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($20,000.00) to be paid from funds 

available in the approved Fiscal Year 2018 Capital Reserve Funds and furthermore that the City 

Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor and Council authorize Management to issue a 

purchase order to REM Industrial Solutions, 285 Murphy Road, Hartford, Connecticut for the 

removal, overhaul, and reinstallation of the primary effluent pump at the City of Groton 

Pollution Abatement Facility in the amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars and No 

Cents ($20,000.00) to be paid from funds available in the approved Fiscal Year 2018 Capital 

Reserve Funds. 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-3. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed and approved at tonight’s WPCA meeting. 

Motion carried. 

 

 

CLEANING OF THE SECONDARY DIGESTER AT THE CITY OF GROTON 

POLLUTION ABATEMENT FACILITY TO MCVAC  
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R-18-1-4 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

WAIVE THE BIDE PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE MANAGEMENT TO 

ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL, 481 GRAND AVENUE, NEW HAVEN, 

CONNECTICUT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FORTY FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($45,000.00) TO BE PAID 

FROM CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, due to the damage to the primary digester at the Pollution Abatement Facility on 

January 29, 2017, and it being placed in service at the beginning of April 2018, Management 

solicited quotes for cleaning of the secondary digester; and  

 

WHEREAS, Management received a quote from Synagro Northeast, LLC to perform the 

required cleaning; and 

 

WHERAS, the City has submitted a claim with its insurance company; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of January 2, 2018, the City of Groton Water Pollution 

Control Authority authorized Management to issue a purchase order for cleaning of the 

secondary digester at the City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility to McVac Environmental, 

481 Grand Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed $45,000.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 

authorize Management to issue a purchase order for cleaning of the secondary digester at the 

City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility to McVac Environmental, 481 Grand Avenue, New 

Haven, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed Forty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($45,000.00) to be paid from the Capital Reserve Funds. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-4. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed and approved at tonight’s WPCA meeting. 

Councilor Rusk asked for a point of clarification if this was for the solids or liquids. 

Director Gaudet said this one is the solids the next one is the liquids. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-1-5 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 

ORDER FOR CLEANING OF THE SECONDARY DIGESTER AT THE 

CITY OF GROTON POLLUTION ABATEMENT FACILITY TO 

SYNAGRO NORTHEAST, LLC, 680 MAIN STREET, WATERTOWN, 

CONNECTICUT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED THIRTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($30,000.00) TO BE PAID 

FROM CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS 
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WHEREAS, due to the damage to the primary digester at the Pollution Abatement Facility on 

January 29, 2017, and it being placed in service at the beginning of April 2018, Management 

solicited quotes for cleaning of the secondary digester; and  

 

WHEREAS, Management received a quote from Synagro Northeast, LLC to perform the 

required cleaning; and 

 

WHERAS, the City has submitted a claim with its insurance company; and 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting of January 2, 2018, the City of Groton Water Pollution 

Control Authority authorized Management to issue a purchase order for cleaning of the 

secondary digester at the City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility to Synagro Northeast, 

LLC, 680 Main Street, Watertown, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 

authorize Management to issue a purchase order for cleaning of the secondary digester at the 

City of Groton Pollution Abatement Facility to Synagro Northeast, LLC, 680 Main Street, 

Watertown, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed Thirty Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($30,000.00) to be paid from Capital Reserve Funds. 

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-5. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed and approved at tonight’s WPCA meeting. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-1-6 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES’ MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 

ORDER TO SARAZIN GENERAL CONTRACTORS, INCORPORATED, 

6 COMMERCE DRIVE, NORTH WINDHAM, CONNECTICUT IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-NINE 

THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED NINETY-SIX DOLLARS AND NO CENTS 

($189,596.00) FOR OFFICE RENOVATIONS AT GROTON UTILITIES 

OPERATIONS COMPLEX, 1240 POQUONNOCK ROAD, GROTON, 

CONNECTICUT TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS AVAILABLE IN THE 

APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2018 UTILITIES BUDGETS NON-BONDED 

CAPITAL 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on February 22, 2017, the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission authorized Groton Utilities’ Management to proceed with a service agreement with 

Sarazin General Contractors, Incorporated, 6 Commerce Drive, North Windham, Connecticut for 

finalization of the projects in the Municipal Building and the Operations Complex; and 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on December 20, 2017, the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission authorized Groton Utilities’ Management to issue a purchase order to Sarazin  
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General Contractors, Incorporated, in an amount not to exceed $189,596.00 for office 

renovations at Groton Utilities Operations Complex, 1240 Poquonnock Road, Groton, 

Connecticut to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2018 Utilities budgets 

non-bonded capital and furthermore that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 

recommendation that it concur 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities’ 

Management to issue a purchase order to Sarazin General Contractors, Incorporated, 6 

Commerce Drive, North Windham, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed One Hundred 

Eighty-Nine Thousand, Five Hundred Ninety-Six Dollars and No Cents ($189,596.00) for office 

renovations at Groton Utilities Operations Complex, 1240 Poquonnock Road, Groton, 

Connecticut to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2018 Utilities budgets 

non-bonded capital. 

 

Councilor Carter moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-6. 

Bruce Kruszewski, Project Manager, Groton Utilities Water & Sewer went over the process to 

come up with the planned renovations. He said it is time sensitive due to the need to shift work 

stations for the construction schedule. 

Councilor Rusk asked if this is in the Water Treatment Plant. 

Mayor Hedrick said it is in the building behind the plant. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-1-7 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

REFUND OF PROPERTY TAXES TO DORSI & DORSI, TRUSTEE, 

AGENT FOR HAWTHORNE MACHINERY POWER SYSTEMS, 44 

CHURCH STREET, WEST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $2,322.80 (TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO 

DOLLARS AND EIGHTY CENTS) 

 

WHEREAS, excessive payment of property taxes must be refunded to the individuals; and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 7, 1992, the Mayor and Council approved R-92-12-153 authorizing 

the Finance Director to approve refunds of property taxes up to $500.00 (Five hundred dollars) 

as recommended by the Groton Tax Collector; and 

  

WHEREAS, amounts that exceed $500.00 must be approved by the Mayor and Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Groton Tax Collector has recommended that refunds be made as follows:  

Dorsi & Dorsi, Trustee, Agent for Hawthorne Machinery Power Systems 

44 Church Street 

West Haven, CT  06516         Amount to be refunded:  $2,322.80 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council approve the refund of 

Property taxes to Dorsi & Dorsi, Trustee, Agent for Hawthorne Machinery Power Systems, 44 

Church Street, West Haven, Connecticut, in the amount of $2,322.80 (Two Thousand Three 

Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Eighty Cents). 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-7. 

Finance Director Yuhas said these were contested property taxes although we usually don’t get 

orders from the court.  Since this is over $500.00 it must have Council approval. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-18-1-8 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER FOR 

TREATED ROAD SALT TO DRVN ENTERPRISES, INCORPORATED, 

969 CLOVERDALE CIRCLE, WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FORTY-ONE THOUSAND FIVE 

HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($41,500.00) TO BE PAID FROM 

FUNDS AVAILABLE IN THE APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2018 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT OPERATING BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Department purchases treated salt for the treatment of 

roads and streets within the City during times of inclement weather; and 

 

WHEREAS, quotes were received by the City of Groton Highway Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, DRVN Enterprises, Incorporated has been recommended by the Public Works 

Director and the City Finance Director; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the Finance 

Department to issue a purchase order for treated road salt to DRVN Enterprises, Incorporated, 

969 Cloverdale Circle, Wethersfield, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed Forty-One 

Thousand Five Hundred dollars and no cents ($41,500.00) to be paid from funds available in the 

approved fiscal year 2018 Highway Department Operating Budget. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-8. 

Finance Director Yuhas said this generally doesn’t come to the Council but we had multiple 

deliveries which brought the total over the threshold requiring Council approval. 

Public Works Director Tim Umrysz said the salt is stored on the State pier and is competitively 

priced. 

Councilor Rusk asked if this is the amount we use each year. 

Director Umrysz it is close to what we use and we were very low. 

Director Yuhas said we had 9 truckloads bringing it above the threshold. 
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Mayor Hedrick said they discussed how to bring this to the Council and determined a not to 

exceed amount was correct. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


