
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2018 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM  

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Gweneviere Depot, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

and City Clerk Debra Patrick 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Carter seconded a motion to approve the January 2, 2018 

Special Committee of the Whole meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Depot seconded a motion to approve the January 2, 2018 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

Councilor Rusk announced there would be a Friday Night Out event for Groton middle schoolers 

at the municipal building this coming Friday, January 19
th

  at 6:00 p.m. She said they should 

bring their school ID and there is a $3.00 entrance fee.   

Councilor Beckford attended the Martin Luther King Jr. service at St. John’s Church on January 

15
th

.  He said it was a good program with inspiring speakers including Dr. Kimberly Young-

McLear from the Coast Guard Academy.  

Councilor Sheffield attended the Martin Luther King Jr. service at St. John’s Church on January 

15
th

.  He said it was an outstanding event and there was very spirited reflection.  He said our 

nation needs more of this and to heal. 

Councilor Depot had no report. 
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Councilor Carter had no report. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish attended the Martin Luther King Jr. service at St. John’s Church on 

January 15
th

 and concurred with what the others have said.  He said Reverend Coleman does an 

outstanding job. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the Martin Luther King Jr. service at St. John’s Church on January 

15
th

 and said she agreed with all that the Councilors and Mayor Hedrick previously said. 

Mayor Hedrick said we are in budget season and went over the schedule provided to the 

Councilors for meetings and the City Charter, Article VI requirements.  He said copies of the 

proposed Highway and Police budges would be provided to the Councilors at the January 22
nd

 

COW meeting. He said we will face some challenges with large increases in insurance coverage.   

He said there have been discussions on sewer usage fees versus tax based and he intends to move 

the WPCA budget from the City budget to the GU budget. He would like to do this 

simultaneously with the switch to user fees.  He said once the switch is made grants will be 

available for projects that we currently don’t qualify for. 

He noted there are a number of openings on City Boards & Commissions.  He read a list of the 

openings (the list is posted in the municipal building lobby and on the City web site).  

Applications are available on the City web site and from the City Clerk. 

He said there are 2 Council liaison positions open, Airport Advisory Committee and the Board of 

Education. He wanted to put it out there for the Councilors to consider. 

Councilor Rusk said she had filled in for Councilor Heede and was willing to take one or both of 

the positions if no one else is interested.  She said since we have new Councilors we should put it 

out there.  

There was discussion on how often each committee met. 

He said they have been looking at parking concerns here in the City in an attempt to come up 

with a 5 year plan to be prepared for the expansion of EB. For current parking concerns there are 

2 streets that have been identified as eligible for resident/residential parking, Baker Avenue and 

Beach Pond Road.  He said the Police Department is looking at signage that will need to be put 

up and they will reach out to residents to explain the process to them to obtain the required 

permits for their cars. He said they are looking at long term plans and he will meet with Town 

Manager John Burt and Susan Adams from EB.   

Councilor Rusk thanked Mayor Hedrick for looking at Baker Avenue and asked for an 

explanation on the difference between resident and residential parking for any residents who may 

ask. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish went over the differences. 

Mayor Hedrick said he would get further clarification and they will provide further information 

for residents at the COW meeting. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

Parks & Recreation Committee- Youth Advisory Committee 

Councilor Rusk said this committee has not met in quite some time and their charge was to work 

together to suggest programs and activities for middle school students in particular that our Parks 

& Recreation Department and other community organizations to look into implementing. 

City Clerk Patrick noted that the size of the committee made it difficult to have a quorum. 

Councilor Rusk agreed that was the biggest hurdle for them. 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

JANUARY 16, 2018 

 

Mayor Hedrick asked Clerk Patrick to meet with him to go over what they should do to move 

this forward. 

Clerk Patrick suggested having P&R Director Mary Hill join them as well. 

There was discussion on the various programs that came out of the committee and were 

implemented. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

R-18-1-9 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT 

WITH EAST CONSTRUCTION, LLC, 412 MAPLE AVENUE, 

UNCASVILLE, CONNECTICUT FOR THE RENOVATIONS OF THE 

INTERIOR PORTION OF THE FIRST LEVEL OF FIRE 

HEADQUARTERS, 140 BROAD STREET, GROTON, CONNECTICUT IN 

AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $56,000.00 (FIFTY-SIX THOUSAND 

DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM BONDED CAPITAL 

FUNDS  

    

WHEREAS, portions of the lower level of the City Fire Headquarters are in need of renovations 

and were identified as part of the scope of the original project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent solicited bids for the renovation of this space from 

architectural drawings developed with the input of fire department personnel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the bid from East Construction, LLC was the lowest bid; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent and Fire Chief recommend this contractor; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

of Groton to enter into a contract with East Construction, LLC, 412 Maple Avenue, Uncasville, 

Connecticut for the renovations of the interior portion of the first level of Fire Headquarters, 140 

Broad Street, Groton, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed $56,000.00 (Fifty-Six Thousand 

Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from Bonded Capital Funds. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-18-1-9. 

Fire Chief Nick Delia noted the babysitting class scheduled by P&R for this coming Saturday 

was cancelled due to low enrollment.  He said despite advertising in the brochure and on the City 

and Fire Department FB pages they did not have enough students signed up.   

Chief Delia went over the added contingency of 10% that Finance Director Yuhas recommended 

to him on the firehouse project for any costs that are not currently accounted for.  

Finance Director Yuhas went over the costs including the add on and contingency, the known  

available funds in the bond and how they were working on identifying the expenses that may 

have been charged to grant money versus bond money or vice versa in the past.  

Mayor Hedrick said they are corralling funds so they know where funds are allocated to and 

what funds are not currently allocated. He said in February they expect to turn the Colonel 

Ledyard building back to the Town.  He said they will look at the bond money associated with 

the Colonel Ledyard building and determine how it may be applied to the CIP.  He said prior to 
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having a Freeman’s meeting to authorize repurposing of the funds they will hold a public hearing 

or meeting so residents can ask questions and be provided with a full description of any projects 

being considered. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to amend the agenda to 

enter into Executive Session pursuant to CGS 1-200 (6) (A) to discuss personnel-Fire 

Department to include only the Mayor and Council. Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in C8 at 7:56 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 8:53 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:54 p.m. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


