
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2017 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM  

Mayor Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:41 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL   
Present: Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Lawrence Gerrish, Councilors Jill Rusk, Jamal 

Beckford, Stephen Sheffield, Rashaad Carter, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk Debra 

Patrick.   

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  

Led by Mayor Hedrick  

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to suspend the rules to move 

resolution R-17-12-160 up on the agenda to follow the salute to the flag.  Motion carried. 

 

R-17-12-160 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF GWENEVIERE DEPOT, 162 SHENNECOSSETT 

PARKWAY, GROTON, CONNECTICUT AS A CITY COUNCILOR 

 

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Mayor and Council for a City Councilor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Charter, Article V, Section 4 states:  “..Should a vacancy occur 

in the office of Councilor or City Clerk, an elector of the city shall be chosen by a majority vote 

of the Council to serve in such office until the next regular election.”; and 

 

WHEREAS, Gweneviere Depot, 162 Shennecossett Parkway, Groton, Connecticut, desires to 

serve as a City Councilor; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 

Gweneviere Depot, 162 Shennecossett Parkway, Groton, Connecticut as a City Councilor. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to approve R-17-12-160. 

Motion carried 

 

Clerk Patrick administered the oath of office to Councilor Depot. 

Mayor Hedrick called a 5 minutes recess at 7:43 p.m. for photos. 

Mayor Hedrick declared the meeting back in session at 7:46 p.m. 

 

Councilor Depot joined the others on the dais. 



III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  

Mayor Hedrick thanked all those involved in the Stuff A Cruiser event here at the municipal 

building Saturday, December 2
nd

.  He said the City was proud to partner with Toys For Tots and 

thanked Sergeant Dallas of the Plainfield USMC Recruiting Office for being there. He thanked 

the students from Ella Grasso who collected toys and delivered them. He said more than 1000 

toys were collected. He thanked St. John’s Christian Church for their assistance in distributing 

the truckload of coats, scarves and gloves that were collected.  He said a truckload of food was 

collected that will go to the United Way Gemma Moran Food Center.  He especially wanted to 

recognize and thank Chief Spellman, his staff and the Youth Cadets who were there throughout 

the event.  He said it was a very successful inaugural event. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Jane Clukay, Thames Street asked for an update on the landscaping project on the property 

adjacent to the PAF on Thames Street and the SHIPP Grant. 

 

Bob Walker, 108 Warner Street spoke to the Council regarding concerns he and neighbors have 

regarding parking on Warner Street and the surrounding streets.  He said there is a woman who 

lives in Avery heights apartments who regularly parks her car on Warner Street and has had to 

picked up so she can move it.  He said a number of military members working at EB are parking 

there and with the coming expansion of workers at EB parking is going to continue to be a 

problem.  He said the street was paved about 4 or 5 years ago and is already cracking.  He asked 

the City to take a look at it before the bad weather starts. 

 

Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road congratulated Councilor Depot. She thanked the City 

of Groton for their donation to the Thames River Heritage Park Foundation and announced the 

City of Groton and the Thames River Heritage Park Foundation are being awarded the 2017 

Implementation Award by the CT Chapter of the American Planning Association for their vision 

and groundwork.  She said the award will be given in January.  She also announced the funding 

to the Nautilus Dock was approved and will be significant to the success of the TRHP. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

Councilor Rusk asked if there are parking restrictions on Warner Street 

Mayor Hedrick said he wasn’t sure and they would look into it. 

Councilor Carter said the lower Costa property where the landscaping is being done is under the 

supervision of the Parks & Recreation Department.  

Mayor Hedrick said the SHIPP grant of $54,000.00 is for the dockage engineering.  He said the 

property has been seeded, mulched and low growing junipers have been planted.  He said they 

are looking at events with food trucks and possibly music to draw in people on the water taxi 

next summer. 

There was discussion the area might be open to the public by spring and continuing the 

landscaping to have the road dug and gravel put in. 

Mayor Hedrick said they are looking at a 5 year plan with parking for the expansion for EB. He 

looked at Lots L and M and said they are both being used at near capacity. He said the City 

police and Public Works are working on various parking zones now.  He said residents are 

having issues with parking and there will be challenges that will have to be looked at.  He said 

they will look into the Warner Street issue and Avery Heights parking. 



VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve the November 20, 

2017 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve the November 27, 

2017 Committee of the Whole meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  

Councilor Rusk had no report. 

Councilor Beckford had no report. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the CCM convention November 29
th

 along with Deputy Mayor 

Gerrish and Town Councilor-Elect Juliette Parker. 

Councilor Depot had no report. 

Councilor Carter attended the Stuff A Cruiser event and participated in the Holiday Lights 

Parade December 2
nd

. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish attended the Stuff A Cruiser event and a very emotional memorial service 

at the Elks where Reverend Coleman was the speaker. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the Stuff A Cruiser event participated in the Holiday Lights Parade 

December 2
nd

. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

Mayor Hedrick said he was giving his report time for department reports. 

Mary Hill, Parks & Recreation Director reported she attended the National Recreation and Park 

Association Conference in September in New Orleans.  She said it was the first time in 9 years 

that she has attended the national conference but has regularly attended the Connecticut 

conferences.  She said as a certified Recreation Director she is required to maintain her 

certification through continuing education and does so by attending the programs offered at 

conferences. She said the key note speaker in New Orleans Matt Iseman, from American Ninja 

Warrior.  She said his speech brought vitality and a lot of inspiration to look outside the box at 

what can be done to create fun recreation opportunities.  She said she returned from the 

conference armed with new ways to look at her job and how to improve the programs offered. 

She said she is looking at ways to promote the 8 piece exercise trail they have in Washington 

Park among other things. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish thanked Ms. Hill for all she does for the City Parks & Recreation 

program. 

Ray Valentini, Groton Utilities Water Division, Operations Manager gave an update on the 

Walker Hill Standpipe project. He distributed handouts that included photos and data and went 

over the history of the existing standpipe and the project. He gave an overview of the additional 

capacity and service area the new one will serve.  He said they have gone through all the 

required approvals for the project with the Town and now need the GUC and Council approvals 

to get started in the spring.  

There was some discussion on the request that was made to move the location of the new 

standpipe and how it is not feasible in part due to the additional costs to pipe it and connect it as 

well as the elevation issues.  

There was continued discussion regarding the site and the proximity to the former William Seely 

School and that the standpipe will have no impact on the building or the future sale and 

development of the property. 



VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

 

R-17-12-161 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

EXTENSION OF “GAP PAY” TO DONALD NILES FOR A PERIOD OF 

AN ADDITIONAL 129 (ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-NINE) DAYS NOT TO 

EXCEED $9, 143.52 (NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FORTY THREE 

DOLLARS AND FIFTY-TWO CENTS) 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council approved Ordinance 165 on January 2, 2007 to Approve 

Compensation to Full Time Municipal Employees who are Reservist or in the National Guard 

and are called to Active Duty; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 165, the City Council reserves the right to extend “Gap Pay” 

beyond the one year period as defined by the Ordinance, with written notification from the 

Department Head of the employee on active duty not less than 30 days in advance of the end of 

the initial one year period; and 

 

WHEREAS, Groton Utilities Director, Ron Gaudet, and Finance Director, Ron Yuhas, provided 

written notification to the Mayor and Council on November 27, 2017 of the end of an additional 

extension of “Gap Pay” for Donald Niles; and 

 

WHEREAS, Groton Utilities Director, Ron Gaudet, and Finance Director, Ron Yuhas are 

forwarding a request for an extension of “Gap Pay” for an additional 129 (One Hundred Twenty-

Nine) days not to exceed $9,143.52; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the extension of 

“Gap Pay” to Donald Niles for a period of an additional 129 (One Hundred Twenty-Nine) days 

not to exceed $9,143.52. 

 

Councilor Beckford moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-17-12-161. 

Mayor Hedrick said in response to questions raised at the COW meeting he had gotten answers 

and Mr. Niles is here to speak to the Council. 

Sue Blanchette, IT Director and Donald Niles, IT Operations Manager joined them at the table. 

Mayor Hedrick said one of the questions was whether the Army anticipates more extensions. 

Mr. Niles said he is on medical hold while going through a medical retirement board that 

typically takes 6-12 months.  He said they are in month 2 and have 24 years of paperwork to get 

through. He said his date for retirement from the military is July 2018 and they are trying to 

complete the medical retirement board prior to that.  He said at most there would be 1 more 

extension, if necessary. 

Mayor Hedrick said the second question was for fitness of duty based on his job description for 

the GU IT Department. He said he received the job description from Human Resources and 

spoke to the Director and he would be fit for duty here. 

Mr. Niles said he is 100% fit to perform his job for GU. 



Mayor Hedrick said the third question was related to his health insurance coverage. He said Mr. 

Niles carries the employee plus 1 coverage.  He said due to the expiration of the last extension in 

September he has not paid since it comes out of his GAP pay but there has been no interruption 

of coverage. Once GAP pay is resumed the payments will be made.  

Councilor Carter thanked him for his service and said he hoped he would be able to return soon. 

He said he hoped he didn’t take the questions personally. 

Mr. Niles thanked him and said he is looking forward to returning to work, he said he did not 

take offense to the questions at all. 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish said having the answers to their questions is a great help for them to make 

their decision. 

Councilor Rusk thanked Mr. Niles for being here tonight and for his service.  She said now that 

she has answers she gives her full support to the GAP pay. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-17-12-162 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF BARBARA DUTTON, 86 TYLER AVENUE, 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT AS A REGULAR MEMBER, BOARD OF 

ETHICS, TERM TO EXPIRE ON FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

 

WHEREAS, the City Charter, effective December 6, 2012, creates a Board of Ethics consisting 

of five (5) members; 

 

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Board of Ethics 

 

WHEREAS, Barbara Dutton, 86 Tyler Avenue, Groton, Connecticut has been recommended 

and desires to serve as a regular member of the Board of Ethics;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 

Barbara Dutton, 86 Tyler Avenue, Groton, Connecticut, as a regular member of the Board of 

Ethics, term to expire on February 1, 2019 

 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-17-12-162. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed at the COW meeting last week. 

Motion carried.  

 

R-17-12-163 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE PART III, 

B., 3 OF THE DISPOSITION PROCEDURES TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR 

KEITH HEDRICK TO NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE 

OF  80 NATHAN HALE ROAD AND LOT 565E PAUL REVERE ROAD, 

GROTON CONNECTICUT 

 

WHEREAS, Belfonti Companies, LLC 2319 Whitney Avenue, Suite 1A, Hamden, Connecticut 

has made a proposal to the City of Groton for the purchase of 80 Nathan Hale Road and Lot 

565E Paul Revere Road, Groton, Connecticut; and 

 



WHEREAS, Resolution R-11-8-54 adopted procedures and guidelines for the Acquisition, 

Maintenance, Demolition and Disposition of property to establish consistent procedures for the 

handling of specifically designated properties in order to effectively maintain and/or market 

properties in order to enhance the neighborhoods in which they are located; an  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has declared the property as surplus to the needs of the City in 

Resolution R-16-6-62 

 

WHEREAS, the disposition of the property was approved by the City of Groton Planning and 

Zoning Commission in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes 8-24,  at its regular 

meeting on June 21, 2016; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council waives Part III. B., 3 of the 

disposition procedures to authorize Mayor Keith Hedrick to negotiate an agreement for the sale 

of 80 Nathan Hale Road and Lot 565E Paul Revere Road, Groton, Connecticut 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Beckford seconded a motion to approve R-17-12-163. 

Mayor Hedrick said this was discussed at the COW meeting last week and he wanted to address 

something that was brought up about the play-scape being unsafe. He said they looked at it and 

determined the swings were unsafe so they were cut down.  He said there were some spikes that 

were exposed so the holes were filled in to cover them. He said he is satisfied they have 

addressed any unsafe conditions. 

Councilor Rusk said she is concerned that there is no minimum amount listed for the sale. 

Mayor Hedrick said the owners of Groton Estates came to the City with a value of around 

$7,000.00 for the parcels but an independent assessment showed a value of $45,000.00. He said 

they would negotiate within those parameters. 

There was discussion on what the property is assessed at for tax purposes, the requirements 

Groton Estates must conform to with the property, and that this resolution is to give Mayor 

Hedrick the authority to negotiate for the sale.  The Council would still have to approve the sale 

once an agreement is reached. They also discussed that once sold it would be taxable property. 

There was discussion that the property was given to the City when Groton Estates was built but 

there are no stipulations on the property beyond that once Groton Estates buys it, the property 

must be used for recreational purposes. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-17-12-164 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY 

APPROVE AN “ORDINANCE APPROVING REVISIONS TO THE 

EXISTING WATER RATE SCHEDULE FOR THE CITY OF GROTON, 

DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES, WATER DIVISION, FOR ALL WATER 

SERVICE LOCATED WITHIN THE GROTON AND EASTERN 

DIVISION SERVICE TERRITORY, TO BE EFFECTIVE FOR WATER 

SERVICE BILLED ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2018; ON AND AFTER 

JULY 1, 2018; AND ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2019” 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton, Department of Utilities, Water Division, has determined that 

revisions to the existing Water Rate Schedule are necessary; and 



 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Utilities Commission has arrived at the revised Water Rate 

Schedule after careful consideration; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Utilities Commission conducted a Public Hearing on the 

proposed revisions on Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council finally approve an 

“Ordinance approving revisions to the existing Water Rate Schedule for the City of Groton, 

Department of Utilities, Water Division, for all water service located within the Groton and 

Eastern Division Service territory, to be effective for water service billed on and after January 1, 

2018; on and after July 1, 2018 and on and after July 1, 2019” and thereafter until revised, as 

follows: 

 
GROTON UTILITIES 

295 Meridian Street 

Groton, Connecticut  06340 

 

RATE SCHEDULE FOR ALL WATER SERVICE LOCATED WITHIN THE GROTON AND EASTERN 

DIVISION SERVICE TERRITORY 

 

BILLED ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2018 

BILLEED ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2018 

AND 

BILLED ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2019 

 

AVAILABILITY: Year-Round Water Service for use in a single or multi-family dwelling, business, or industrial 

establishment. Resale Service can be available by contract if the Resale Special Provision is met. Temporary water 

service can be available providing all Rules of this Department have been met. 

 

1. MONTHLY RATE IS THE SUM OF THE SERVICE CHARGE AND THE CONSUMPTION CHARGE: 

 

a. The Monthly SERVICE CHARGE is based on meter size: 
 

 January 1, 2018 July 1, 2018 July 1, 2019 January 1, 2018 July 1, 2018   July 1, 2019 

Meter Size Service Charge   Meter Size  Service Charge 

5/8" or 3/4" $ 15.68 $   16.31 $ 16.96 4" $   199.06 $    207.02 $    215.30 

1" $ 19.85 $   20.64 $ 21.47 6" $   280.76 $    291.99 $    303.67 

1 1/2" $ 26.23 $   27.28 $ 28.37 8" $   510.50 $    530.92 $    552.16 

2" $ 51.02 $   53.06 $ 55.18 10" or larger $1,021.00 $ 1,061.84 $ 1,104.31 

3" $ 123.93 $ 128.89 $ 134.05  

 b. The Monthly CONSUMPTION CHARGE is based on the number of Cubic Feet (CF) recorded on the 

meter during the billing month in accordance with this schedule: 

 

   January 1, 2018 July 1, 2018 July 1, 2019 

Consumption Per Month (Cubic Feet) Per Month (Cubic Feet) Per Month (Cubic Feet) 

First 10,000 CF 4.2310 cents per CF 4.4002 cents per CF 4.5762 cents per CF 

Next 323,300 CF 3.0709 cents per CF 3.1937 cents per CF 3.3214 cents per CF 

Additional CF 3.0709 cents per CF 3.1937 cents per CF 3.3214 cents per CF 

 

2. HYDRANT AND FIRE SPRINKLER ANNUAL CHARGES:  

 Hydrant Service Annual Charge: $585.35 

 

 Fire Sprinkler Service: 



 

  Annual   Annual 

Connection Size Charge Connection Size Charge 

 2" $ 53.36 6" $ 318.49 

 3" $ 95.05 8" $ 535.27 

 4" $ 173.42 10" $ 773.72 

 

3. TERM OF SERVICE: Water Service is on an annual basis. Seasonal Service requires payment of 12 Monthly 

Service Charges plus any Consumption Charge incurred. 

 

4. SPECIAL PROVISION: Resale of Water Service is permitted under this Rate Schedule where reseller agrees 

that all resale consumption over 10,000 CF shall be billed at 3.0709 cents per CF per month on and after 

January 1, 2018, at 3.1937 cents per CF per month on and after July 1, 2018, and 3.3214 cents per CF per month 

on and after July 1, 2019 annually in consideration of the extreme seasonal peak demand and lesser annual load 

factor of Resale Service. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Finally approve An 

“Ordinance approving revisions to the existing water rate schedule for the City of Groton, 

Department of Utilities, Water Division, for all water service located within the Groton and 

Eastern Division service territory, to be effective for water service billed on and after January 1, 

2018; on and after July 1, 2018; and on and after July 1, 2019”. 

 

Councilor Depot moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-17-12-164.  

Mayor Hedrick said this was not discussed at the COW meeting but this is the second reading. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Deputy Mayor Gerrish moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to go into Executive Session 

Pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(A) to discuss Personnel - Police Department to include Chief 

Spellman and Deputy Chief Guillot.  Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced in C8 at 8:41 p.m. 

Executive Session ended at 8:54 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Rusk moved Deputy Mayor Gerrish seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


