
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2017 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith.  

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Rusk noted the recent passing of Chris Cox, chairperson of the Economic Development 

Commission, the chairperson of the Thames River Heritage Committee and a great friend to the 

City of Groton.  She said he will be missed. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Martha Kostantinos, 263 Bridge Street said she was here to follow up on an email she sent to the 

Mayor and Councilors regarding the food trucks across from EB.  Ms. Kostantinos said she and her 

husband own Pizza Today on Mitchell Street and the food trucks are hurting their business. She 

feels the current conditions regarding food trucks is harmful to local businesses and asked that the 

Council review the licensing requirements under the current ordinance for vendors for next year. 

Mike Boucher, 16 Hillside Ave said at the GUC meeting in December Commissioner Ed 

DeMuzzio expressed his concerns regarding the effect of solar and fuel cells on GU revenues and 

suggested a strategic planning meeting to discuss options going forward. Commissioner DeMuzzio 

reported CMEEC has already held strategic planning meetings. Mr. Bucher expressed his concerns 

that Pfizer, the Sub Base along with Navy housing and Avery Point will no longer need to purchase 

power from GU. He said this trend has been going on for some time and noted the drop in revenue 

in the CAFR from 2009 to 2010. He said the GU infrastructure is in need of investment. He noted 

his concerns that the audit mandated by City Charter is not being reported to the Council regarding 

GU. He has concerns that the information in the CAFR can be misleading with regard to how GU 

is performing. He said GU must be managed as a business and the needs of the City should be 

approved by GU management, taxpayers should be made fully aware of the support GU provides 

to the City government, that GU should be allowed to provide at least one commissioner to the 

GUC to be an advocate for business and also have much tighter control of the tree cutting program. 

Mr. Boucher’s full comments are available at the City Clerk’s office. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Mayor Galbraith thanked Ms. Kostantinos for coming and said the issue with the vendors is on the 

agenda for committee referrals which they will discuss later. She said it is a complex issue. 

Councilor Ilvento said it is good to discuss now for the long term vendors and those for special 

events. 

Councilor Gerrish said the fees for vendors are regulated by the state so that would have to be kept 

in mind. 
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Mayor Galbraith addressed the concerns of the solar panels saying the transmission fees remain in 

effect and the contracts for the large customers still give GU distribution. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the January 3, 2017 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento said this coming Friday, January 20
th

 is the first Friday Night Out for middle 

school students.  He said students should either bring a school ID or parents can sign them in. He 

said he is not going to seek reelection to the Council but that it has been a rewarding experience.  

He wanted to thank the residents and the employees of the City of Groton and said he is very proud 

of the things that have been accomplished. 

Councilor Rusk attended the meeting to discuss plans for the upper and lower Costa properties and 

the Economic Development Commission meeting January 4
th

. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. at St John’s church January 

16
th

 .  He praised City of Groton Police Officer Hauptman for his presentation to the church. 

Councilor Heede had no report. 

Councilor Gerrish attended the celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. at St John’s church January 

16
th

 and thanked them for the hospitality. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick attended the legislative breakfast on January 9
th

 where EB’s plans for the 

future were discussed, the Beach & Parks Committee meeting on January 11
th

 and said the fees and 

rules for the 2017 season are nearly completed. He attended the Joint Land Use Study meeting 

January 12
th

 and the celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. at St John’s church January 16
th

. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith attended the legislative breakfast on January 9
th

 where EB’s plans for future 

hiring were discussed, the Joint Land Use Study meeting and an update on the water treatment 

plant project on January 12
th

.  She said there will be a joint meeting of the City Council and Groton 

Utilities Commission January 30
th

 at 7:00 p.m.  She attended the memorial service for Chris Cox 

and said he loved the City and had a great vision for Thames Street development. She attended the 

celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. at St John’s church January 16
th

.  She provided an update 

from City Planner Barbara Goodrich noting there was a memo for each of them on the HPTAG 

funding not being awarded for the Mother Bailey House.  She said there were far more requests 

than available funding. There is hope there will be another round of grants in 2017. She asked the 

Councilors to give some thought on how they would like to proceed.  She said options include 

meeting with the MBHC members, pursue an RFP for the assessment with the $20,000.00 that was 

approved to match the HPTAG funds or sell as is. 

There was discussion that demolition was not an option and that the state could step in to intervene, 

that an RFP would give them guidelines on what could be done, how they would have to determine 

usage and restrictions if any, and that there was the possibility of looking at bond money still 

available and that they would have to hold a Freeman’s meeting to approve the change in how the 

bond funding would be spent.  

Mayor Galbraith asked they all think about it and be prepared to discuss at the January COW 

meeting. 
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Tim Umrysz gave an update on the work that has been done at the MBH for the most urgent 

structural issues.  He went over the photos that were provided to the Councilors and noted where 

work was completed and what still needed to be done. He said there were a couple of areas that 

required a little more work than was initially expected. 

Mayor Galbraith said the costs for this will not go over the “not to exceed” amount approved. 

Councilor Ilvento said the reason for approving this work was to make the structure safe.  He asked 

if it now was safe. 

Mr. Umrysz said once the work is completed it will be. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said there were concerns during Citizen’s Petitions regarding work 

stoppage, however, the work is proceeding and will come in on budget. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if the LOCIP funds were used for this, no City funding used. 

Finance Director Yuhas said yes, $49,000.00 in LOCIP funds. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

Public Works – Snow removal on City sidewalks 

Mayor Galbraith said that despite the current ordinance some residents are not complying. 

There was discussion on the areas the City does shovel but that we don’t have the resources to do 

more.  If the City was to clear the sidewalks and charge the residents it would be much more costly 

for the residents than for them to hire someone on their own. 

Mayor Galbraith said she would like the PWC to confirm or perhaps make changes to the 

ordinance.  She said the City could create a site where people can post their availability to do snow 

removal but the City would not be responsible for the work they do. She said New London had 

young people who signed up to be available to do the shoveling and that might be an option. 

There was discussion on the concerns parents have when their children are forced to walk to school 

in the road when the sidewalks aren’t cleared. There was discussion on the areas that are of the 

greatest concern due to heavy traffic and bus stops. 

Economic Development – Vendors, Peddlers, Solicitors 

Mayor Galbraith asked that the ordinance be reviewed to see if there are any changes that can be 

made. 

Group Committee updates-there were no reports. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-17-1-11 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE OF $10,000.00 TO THE THAMES RIVER 

HERITAGE PARK FOUNDATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

SUPPORTING THE PROGRAM YEAR 2017 OPERATING EXPENSES 

FOR THE THAMES RIVER HERITAGE PARK WATER TAXI 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has been an active participant in the efforts to move forward the 

designation of the Thames River Heritage Park; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City played an integral part in the successful Water Taxi Pilot program conducted 

during the summer of 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Water Taxi operated its first season during the summer of 2016 and while 

successful, the efforts will continue to focus on the taxi service as well as developing fundraising 

strategies; and  
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WHEREAS, the addition of the Water Taxi will connect historic institutions into one park 

experience, provide links between the New London transportation hub and surrounding historic 

sites and offer a viable daily transportation alternative for local residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the water taxi will aid in regional economic development by increasing the customer 

base for existing business, historic institutions and state parks as well as encouraging new business;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 

expenditure of $10,000.00 to the Thames River Heritage Park Foundation for the purposes of 

supporting the program year 2017 operating expenses of the Thames River Heritage Park Water 

Taxi. 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-17-1-11. 

Mayor Galbraith said this will come from the Economic Development and Beautification fund and 

they are looking at grants and pursuing sponsorships.  

Councilor Rusk said this is an important program and we need to bring more people to the Groton 

side. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if New London and the Town of Groton will participate in the funding. 

Mayor Galbraith said last year New London didn’t because their budget had already been approved 

but they provided other services including the pier. 

There was discussion on whether the TOG would be approving it since they have discussed it 

already. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-17-1-12 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE POLICY GOVERNING THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL 

AUDITORIUM 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton offers use of the municipal auditorium to the public; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established fees and charges to help underwrite the program 

costs associated with maintenance and monitoring of the facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has reviewed the user fees, conditions of use and rental procedure 

as follows: 

 

POLICY GOVERNING THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 

 

In order to provide a safe environment for community activities while protecting the assets of the 

City of Groton, the City has adopted the following provisions for use of the Municipal Building 

Auditorium: 

 

Conditions of Use 

 

 Individuals or organizations wishing to use the auditorium must make their request in 

writing through the office of the City Clerk. Requests must specify the date, time and type 

of function, services required and whether the use is for a profit or non-profit organization. 

In addition, a sponsor must be identified who is responsible for meeting the conditions of 

this agreement. 
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 Minors must be under direct, adult supervision at all times. The Mayor and/or Police may 

order the auditorium vacated when the absence of adult supervision or loss of control 

results in actual or potential injury to persons or property. It is the responsibility of the 

sponsor to ensure that all members of their party stay within the specified area. 

 

 The following are among the prohibited activities: 

o Gambling or games of chance 

o Discharge or sale of firearms, weapons, fireworks, incendiaries or explosives 

o Open flames, flammable substances, or make-shift electrical runs and apparatus 

unless cleared through the Fire Marshall 

o Chemicals or substances which produce objectionable or injurious fumes or odors in 

significant amounts  

o Alcohol use 

o Acrobatics, sports or other activities involving risk of injury to performers or 

damage to the facility 

o Loud music or noise during regular business hours  

 

NOTE: this list may not be all inclusive and the City of Groton reserves the right to determine 

appropriate use of the facility on a case by case basis. 

 

 Applicants shall be responsible for all casualties and/or damages ensuing from activity, and 

will provide evidence of liability coverage before issuance of a permit. 

 Sponsors are responsible for assuring that the facility is returned to its condition upon 

arrival. This includes the placing of trash in proper receptacles and removing it from the 

building to the dumpster at the conclusion of the event, general cleaning and return of 

furnishings (tables and chairs) to their location upon arrival. 

 

Fees and Deposits 

 Base Rental Fee 

o City residents - $50 per hour 

o Non-residents - $75 per hour 

 After-hour Fees (after 4:30 on weekdays or on any weekend or holiday): 

o Prevailing hourly wage for a staff person who will be on duty for general building 

supervision starting 15 minutes prior to the event and ending 15 minutes after the 

event.   

o The staff person will inspect the premises using the checklist provided with this 

contract before and after the event for cleanliness and damages. 

 A refundable cash deposit of $200 will be required at the time of reservation.  The deposit 

will be available for refund the next business day providing that there are no additional 

custodial or staff services to be covered. Organizations who use the auditorium on a regular 

basis may leave the deposit on file for an extended period of time, providing that the 

deposit does not have to be used for custodial or staff services. 

 Police, Fire, Electrical Technician and custodial services, provided by the City of Groton 

when required by the City Clerk or Mayor and when available, must be paid for at the 

prevailing labor rates prior to the event. 

 Fees and conditions of usage may be changed as needed 
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Disclaimers 

 The City Clerk and/or Mayor reserve the right to refuse a permit for the use of the 

auditorium, without recourse, if such a refusal is deemed necessary to protect the best 

interests of the City of Groton and its citizens. The Clerk and/or Mayor reserve the right to 

refuse to issue a permit for future use of the auditorium for a breach of this agreement. 

 A permitted and scheduled use may be pre-empted by action of the Mayor in order to serve 

an urgent and unforeseen government need.  In such an event, the activity may be 

rescheduled or the fee paid will be reimbursed with no obligation on the part of the City. 

 The City of Groton will not be responsible for lost, stolen or damaged property. 

 The City of Groton reserves the right to waive, augment, or change these provisions on a 

“case basis” when unique circumstances exist. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the Policy 

Governing the Use of the Municipal Auditorium.  

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-17-1-12. 

Mayor Galbraith said City Clerk Patrick oversees this and asked her to go over the changes with 

the Councilors. 

Clerk Patrick went over the increases in the cash deposit, fees and the additional language that was 

added to further clarify the conditions of the agreement. 

Councilor Rusk asked what others charge. 

Clerk Patrick said she didn’t poll other municipalities but she knows that private clubs such as the 

Elk’s and private businesses charge significantly more. 

Councilor Rusk asked if this would impact organizations such as the fife & drum group. 

Clerk Patrick said those groups along with schools, scouting and the State of CT will continue to 

use the building free of charge. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to enter into Executive 

Session pursuant to General Statutes sections 1-200(6)(A) to discuss personnel. 

Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced at 8:26 p.m. in C8. 

Executive Session ended at 8:54 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add resolution 

R-17-1-13.  Motion carried. 

 

R-17-1-13 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE RETIREMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

LORRAINE SCHEETZ FROM THE CITY OF GROTON HUMAN 

RESOURCES DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2017 
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WHEREAS, Human Resources Director Lorraine Scheetz has informed the Mayor of her intent to 

leave her position with the City of Groton Human Resources Department by reason of retirement 

effective April 1, 2017; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the 

retirement of Human Resources Director Lorraine Scheetz from the City of Groton Human 

Resources Department effective April 1, 2017. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-17-1-13. 

Mayor Galbraith thanks Ms. Scheetz for her service and said she will be missed. She said she has a 

wealth of knowledge. 

Motion carried. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


