
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the September 6, 2016 

Special Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento attended the service for Ed Kolnaski and said the number of people who 

attended to pay their respects underscores the impact he had on our community.  

Councilor Rusk attended the Economic Development Commission meeting September 7
th

.  She 

said there wasn’t a quorum and if there is anyone who would like to serve on the commission they 

should contact Mayor Galbraith. She said they discussed incentive programs and how to improve 

Thames Street. She attended the Council Group I Economic Development Committee meeting 

September 12
th

 and the minutes follow: 

Referral Item #4 RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

COMMISSION                                                                                  

 Discussion: None. 

Action: None. 

Referral Item #5 ORDINANCE REVIEW                                             

Discussion: Discussed Ordinances #116 and #117. Chief Davoren said #116 is quite 

comprehensive and needs no changes.  There was discussion that #117 may need some language 

changes for potential further expansion to include adult book stores and/or lingerie stores. No 

decision was made. 

Action: None. 
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Councilor Sheffield had no report. 

Councilor Heede attended the Council Group I Economic Development Committee meeting 

September 12
th

. 

Councilor Gerrish attended the Council Group I Economic Development Committee meeting 

September 12
th

. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick attended the BOE/RTM/TC/CC Liaison Committee meeting September 7
th

.  

He said they discussed the racial imbalance that still exists in one of the elementary schools and the 

wording for the referenda question has been completed. He attended the Mother Bailey House 

Task Force meeting where they continued their work on the proposal to the City Council.  

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith noted there are openings on the Economic Development Commission, Harbor 

Management Commission, Planning & Zoning Commission and the Parks & Recreation 

Committee.  She said the information and application to serve on a commission or committee are 

on the City web site www.cityofgroton.com and can be completed and sent in. She said the water 

taxi has ended for the season and while the first few years it would have to be subsidized it 

performed up to expectation. The USS Groton Sail Foundation is now able to accept donations and 

they are working on the site selection. She said due to a change in CGS the City may need to 

change the current demolition ordinance and asked Building Official Carlton Smith to join them at 

the dais. 

Mr. Smith said that CGS 16-9 will change as of October 1
st
 and the language in our current 

Ordinance #200 could cause an undue burden to anyone looking to demolish a building if there are 

environmental issues to be dealt with. He referred to the copies of the current Ordinance #200 and 

the CGS 16-9 which were distributed to the Council and suggested the language changes he felt 

would bring our ordinance in line with CGS 16-9. 

There was lengthy discussion on the 30-90 day time frame currently in the ordinance and how that 

might negatively impact work being done here in the City and how it might discourage someone 

from going forward with a project.  There was discussion on how this might impact historical 

structures in the future. There was discussion on how the changes in CGS 16-9 could impact the 

removal of environmental issues. There was further discussion on shortening the timeline and 

having specific guidelines and it was agreed that Mr. Smith should work out some language 

changes for Ordinance #200 and come back to the Council with it for discussion. 

Mayor Galbraith said the City has an ordinance that extends GAP pay to employees who have been 

called to active duty in the military.  She said the ordinance allows extensions for the employee if 

the deployment is extended.  She said we have an employee who has been granted two 120 day 

extensions and will expire this coming Friday and he has been extended into 2017.  She asked the 

Councilors if they would like to extend it again. 

There was discussion on how much longer his deployment will be extended. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if this is a voluntary extension or mandated by the military.  

Councilor Ilvento asked if this has ever happened before and if HR Director Scheetz could come to 

discuss or prepare something for them. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Clerk Patrick if there had been other employees that this has happened 

with. 

Clerk Patrick said to the best of her knowledge there had not.  

Councilor Rusk said she felt we should support this employee during the deployment. 

Councilor Heede asked for clarification on what GAP pay is. 

 

 

 

http://www.cityofgroton.com/
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Mayor Galbraith said it is the difference between their civilian and military pay so there is a 

monetary component to this. 

Councilor Heede said he knows through family members the military can make a decision to hold 

someone even if they were scheduled for release from orders. 

Mayor Galbraith asked what the Councilors would like to do if they decide to extend after the 

current extension expires. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick asked if it can be paid retroactively if extended. 

Finance Director Yuhas said it could. 

It was decided they would discuss it at the COW with HR Director Scheetz and should the Council 

decide they wish to extend she would have the financial impact information for them. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-16-9-94 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE AN AGREEMENT WITH YANKEE REMODELER, 95 

TRUMAN STREET, NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT, FOR THE 

DEFINED SCOPE OF WORK AS BID FOR THE STRUCTURAL REPAIRS 

TO THE PROPERTY COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE ‘MOTHER 

BAILEY HOUSE”, 108 THAMES STREET, GROTON, CONNECTICUT, 

FOR A TOTAL BASE BID OF $44,068.00 (FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND 

SIXTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) WITH SUPPLEMENTAL BID 

WORK TO BE AUTHORIZED BY CITY PERSONNEL IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH UNIT PRICES DEFINED IN THE SUPPLEMENTAL BID FORM TO 

BE PAID FROM PENDING LOCAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (LOCIP) FUNDS AND CAPITAL NON-RECURRING FUND 

 

WHEREAS, the property commonly referred to as the “Mother Bailey House”, 108 Thames 

Street, Groton, Connecticut, is in need of structural repair to ensure its stability; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton contracted with CME Associates, Incorporated, 32 Crabtree Lane, 

Woodstock, Connecticut, for the bidding and construction administration of the repair project; and  

 

WHEREAS, a bid package for the repairs was developed by CME and competitively bid; and   

WHEREAS, Yankee Remodeler was the lowest bidder and has been recommended by CME, City 

Finance Director and Public Works Director;   

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve an 

agreement with Yankee Remodeler, 95 Truman Street, New London, Connecticut, for the defined 

scope of work as bid for the structural repairs to the property commonly referred to as the ‘Mother 

Bailey House”, 108 Thames Street, Groton, Connecticut, for a total base bid of $44,068.00 (Forty-

Four Thousand Sixty-Eight Dollars and No Cents) with supplemental bid work to be authorized by 

City personnel in accordance with unit prices defined in the Supplemental Bid Form to be paid 

from pending Local Capital Improvement Program (LOCIP) funds and Capital Non-Recurring 

Fund. 
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Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-16-9-94. 

 

Mayor Galbraith said there had been an update several weeks back that the bids were incomplete 

so bids were put out again with the Council’s consensus. CME has reviewed them and have 

confirmed references. She said it includes the base bid and unit prices for any additional work 

should it be determined it is needed once the walls are opened up.  Any change orders would need 

Council approval. She asked Finance Director Yuhas if he had anything to add. 

Mr. Yuhas said he is still waiting for the LOCIP grant approval from the state. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if there was a timeframe. 

Mr. Yuhas said he wasn’t sure but would look into it. 

Councilor Gerrish said he was surprised they were doing this prior to the proposal from the MBH 

Task Force. 

Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at a prior meeting and agreed to due to the structural 

issues that must be dealt with. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said the MBH Task Force proposal is a separate issue, this is for stabilizing 

the front of the building.  

Councilor Gerrish said he understands that but feels this is the beginning of additional expenses. 

Mayor Galbraith said anything more would have to come before the Council for approval. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said this is due to the blight complaint. 

Councilor Heede asked how much would be paid from LOCIP funds. 

Mayor Galbraith said up to $49,500.00 with anything more from the capital non-recurring fund. 

Councilor Ilvento asked when the approval for LOCIP funds might be expected. He said knowing 

the work would be paid for with the LOCIP funds might change his mind about the work to be 

done. He pointed out a typo in the contract on the allowance form under 1.3 where it’s dated 2012. 

Mayor Galbraith said she wasn’t sure on a date for approval of the LOCIP funds. 

 

Motion failed 3-0-3. 

 

Mayor Galbraith said this had been discussed and agreed on at an earlier meeting. 

Councilor Rusk said she would be more comfortable voting in favor if she knew the 

recommendations of the MBHTF first. She said if they can report back in a week then she could 

reconsider her vote. 

There was discussion on whether the resolution could come back before them after failing to pass. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said there would be 3 categories of recommendations based on how the 

committee ranked them. He said there will be 5 options but no definitive recommendation. 

There was discussion that the purpose of the committee was different than what they were able to 

achieve due to them not being able to come to a consensus. 

There was discussion that this had already been agreed upon at an earlier meeting to address the 

structural issues. 

There was discussion on what the report from the MBHTF would be and the prospects of having to 

spend more money on the property. 
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X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


