
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, 

Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City Clerk 

Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Heede seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add 

resolution R-16-8-90 at the end of new business.  Motion carried. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Gerrish recognized that August 8
th

 was the1 year anniversary of the passing of former 

Deputy Mayor Bill Jervis and said he is greatly missed.  He also offered his condolences to the 

family of Bill Hart, former City Councilor, police officer and war veteran who passed away last 

week. 

Mayor Galbraith said she and Clerk Patrick attended the funeral service for Mr. Hart today. 

Clerk Patrick said she will miss her conversations with Mr. Hart when he would stop in the 

municipal building and that Bill Jervis is very much missed. 

The Councilors agreed Bill Jervis is greatly missed. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed that Bill Jervis is missed very much and said that Bill Hart participated in 

the Veteran’s Day ceremony at WSMS and would spend time with the students every year telling 

them stories of his experiences.  He thanked him for sharing his time with the students. 

Councilor Jill Rusk arrived at 7:35 p.m. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the August 1, 2016 

Mayor and Council meeting minutes. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento had no report. 
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Councilor Rusk said she enjoyed helping at City Day August 5th. She attended a Council Group I 

meetings where they discussed making some language changes and the minutes follow: 

Council Group I Economic Development Committee  

Referral Item #5 ORDINANCE REVIEW                                             

Discussion: Discussed Ordinances #63 and #71 noting that City Director of Health is now Ledge 

Light Health District. 

Action: Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Heede seconded a motion to move to discuss 

redefining Director of Health to Ledge Light Health District in ordinances #63 and #71 at the 

COW. Motion carried. 

Councilor Sheffield said he enjoyed helping at City Day August 5
th

 and said it was a perfect night. 
Councilor Heede said he enjoyed working at City Day.  He attended the Council Group I  meetings with 

guests Public Works Director Tim Umrysz and Zoning & Building Official Carlton Smith,  

the minutes follow: 

Council Group I Public Works Committee Referral Item #11 Wall at Jupiter Point 

Discussion: 

Councilor Heede requested Tim and Carl explain the events preceding construction of a wall 

allegedly on City property by a resident at Jupiter Point. Carl explained the resident approached the 

City regarding a number of projects at his property. During the conversation, the resident inquired 

if he needed a permit to build a wall. Carl advised him that a permit was not necessary, but he 

should contact the highway department to determine where precisely his property line was located. 

Tim stated that this was not done and he was not aware of the wall until after it already had been 

built. Tim stated that the resident had been informed by a neighbor that the property was line 

'behind the telephone pole," which is somewhat imprecise. 

Councilor Rusk asked if there is a fixed setback for all property along City roads. Tim said that it 

varies. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if the resident had asked about the set back. Carl said no. 

There is no waiver from Zone of Board of Appeals that would apply to someone building 

something on property belonging to someone else. 

Councilor Rusk, for the purposes of discussion, asked if there was a problem with letting residents 

build on city property. Tim said we live in a litigious society and if a lawsuit were brought against 

the homeowner due to an accident related to the wall, the City would likely be a party of the 

lawsuit. Carl suggested that this could be a slippery slope, having allowed one resident to infringe 

on city properties, others might feel entitled to do the same. This would be a precedent. 

Councilor Heede asked if there was a possibility the City could sell the property to resident. Carl 

explained the process, requiring legal fees, survey costs, etc... all of which could exceed the value 

of the property and be borne not by the home owner, but by the City. 

Tim suggested the home owner built the wall and should be required to obtain a survey to prove 

that the property is his. He explained that there is a 50 foot right of way stretching from one side of 

the street to the other. He used a marker on the other side of the street and measured 50 feet across, 

indicating the wall is located on City property. 

The consensus of the Group was that Tim needed to go out and double check his measurements, 

looking for more vigorous proof that the resident built a wall on City Property. He will report back 

to the next City Council meeting. If it is confirmed the wall is on City property, the resident will be 

advised to obtain a survey or move the wall. However, the City attorney should be consulted prior 

to making a demand or risking legal action either against the resident or against the City. 
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Motion made by Councilor Rusk, seconded by Councilor Gerrish to follow up at the next City 

Council meeting, and if the wall is confirmed to be on City Property, to direct the City Attorney to 

review the issue and advise the Council how to proceed with ordering the wall to be removed. 

Motion passed unanimously 3-0-0. 

Councilor Gerrish attended the Council Group I meetings August 8
th

.  

Deputy Mayor Hedrick participated at City Day August 5
th

 and thanked Clerk Patrick and the 

department heads for all they did. He attended a Mother Bailey House Task Force meeting August 

8
th

 and said they will begin meeting weekly to discuss proposals they will bring to the council. He 

had no Council Group II Finance Committee meeting. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

City Clerk Patrick thanked the councilors and department heads who were able to attend and help 

out at City Day August 5
th

.  She thanked Park & Recreation Director Mary Hill and her staff for all 

they do to help make the day happen. She thanked the MWR at the Sub Base Groton for bringing 

the obstacle course for the kids to enjoy.  There was a long line all evening at it. 

Mayor Galbraith said they also brought the submarine on wheels that used to be off the highway. 

Mayor Galbraith attended CT Sub Century events and meetings, reported Art on Groton Bank went 

very well and thanked the P&R Department for all their help.  On August 13
th

 she was on the 

Barque Eagle and earlier this morning attended the funeral service for Bill Hart. 

Group I Public Works Committee update: 

Councilor Heede said they met with Public Works Director Tim Umrysz and Building & Zoning 

Official Carlton Smith to discuss the wall on Jupiter Point Road as the minutes above show. He 

reiterated what was reported in the minutes of the PWC meeting. 

Mr. Umrysz said he did return to measure the wall from 2 points, one a merestone and the other an 

iron pipe.  He said he is confident of the marking and the wall is on City property at 1.6 ft on one 

end and 2 ft on the other end.  

Councilor Gerrish said if it is on City property then it must be moved. He said he doesn’t feel the 

City Attorney will be necessary to weigh in on this. 

There was discussion on the whether the Council felt they had enough information for the City to 

proceed with asking that the wall be removed and what if any recourse the resident would have. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick asked if the 50 ft requirement is documented. 

Mr. Umrysz said for that road if is a documented 50 ft. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if the resident did speak to Mr. Umrysz as Mr. Smith directed him to prior 

to building the wall. 

Mr. Umrysz said he didn’t, but he did encourage the resident to get the land surveyed once he 

spoke to him. 

There was further discussion that the City has the right to demand removal of anything built on 

City property. 

Mayor Galbraith thanked Mr. Umrysz. 

. 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-16-8-88 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT 

DONATIONS  

 

WHEREAS, the following donation has been received by the City of Groton:  
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Richard and Toni McGirr – Police Department, to support DARE program - $50.00; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept donations. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-16-8-88. 

Mayor Galbraith said this is a donation they make each year and thanked them for their generosity. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-8-89 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

PROVISIONALLY APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH BL COMPANIES, 

INCORPORATED, 355 RESEARCH PARKWAY, MERIDEN, 

CONNECTICUT, FOR THE QUOTED PRICE OF $22,600.00 (TWENTY-

TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) FOR 

ENGINEERING, BID SUPPORT AND CONSTRUCTION 

ADMINISTRATION SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF GROTON 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING HEATING, VENTILATION, AND AIR 

CONDITIONING (HVAC) SYSTEM PROJECT TO BE PAID FROM 

PREVIOUSLY REAUTHORIZED VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT 

BOND FUNDS 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Municipal Building HVAC system is in critical need of 

replacement and repair; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Freeman authorized this replacement/repair project as part of the 

reauthorization of Various Public Improvement Bond funds at its meeting of April 25, 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, BL Companies will provide an engineering assessment and design services to 

determine appropriate load calculations and energy efficiency of the units to be addressed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has contracted with BL Companies, Incorporated for on-call 

engineering and architectural services;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and provisionally 

approve the contract with BL Companies, Incorporated, 355 Research Parkway, Meriden, 

Connecticut, for the quoted price of 22,600.00 (Twenty-Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars and 

No Cents) for Engineering, bid support and construction administration services for the City of 

Groton Municipal Building Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system project to 

be paid from previously reauthorized Various Public Improvement Bond Funds. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-8-89. 

Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at a prior meeting and agreed upon that we should get the 

specs for the entire project. 

Public Works Director Umrysz said this will include all 11 of the systems rather than the original 4 

and the work can be done in phases. 

Mayor Galbraith said the cost is only $4,000.00 more. 
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Councilor Gerrish asked if this had gone out to bid. 

Mayor Galbraith said this firm is one of two that were chosen after they submitted RFP for 

engineering services. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-8-90 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

CITY OF GROTON TO PURCHASE AND INSTALL OUTDOOR 

SECURITY CAMERAS FROM COMMUNICATIONS PLUS, LLC, 84 

SALEM TURNPIKE, NORWICH, CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL COST 

OF $23,100.01 (TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

AND ONE CENT) TO BE PAID FROM THE ACCEPTED FISCAL YEAR 

2017 STATE OF CONNECTICUT, DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY, NUCLEAR SAFETY 

EMERGENCY PLANNING FUND 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland 

Security, created the Nuclear Safety Emergency Planning grant fund in order to provide funding 

for critical resources to local emergency operation centers; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton submitted its FY17 budget request which included the purchase 

and reimbursement of additional and replacement Municipal Building security cameras; and  

 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland 

Security approved the City of Groton’s FY17 total budget request;  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council authorize the City of Groton to purchase 

and install outdoor security cameras from Communications Plus, LLC, 84 Salem Turnpike, 

Norwich, Connecticut for a total cost of $23,100.01 (Twenty-Three Thousand One Hundred 

Dollars and One Cent) to be paid from the accepted Fiscal Year 2017 State of Connecticut, 

Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, Nuclear Safety Emergency 

Planning fund. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-8-90.  

Mayor Galbraith said they will use the homeland security funds in the form of a grant they get each 

year to pay for this. 

Finance Director Yuhas said they are getting $30,300.00 and some of it will be used for the 

cameras.  He said the grant also pays for the stipend for the Emergency Operations Manager. He 

said they will add 5 cameras outside to increase the security of the exterior of the building. 

There was discussion on the changing technology. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


