
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 8:25 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento,  

Jill Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick.  

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Rob Zuliani. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add 

resolutions R-16-4-41, The Mayor and Council approve the scheduling of a Special City of Groton 

Freeman’s meeting on Monday, April 25, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. to appropriate funds for Various 

Public Improvements and authorizing $400,000 bonds of the City to meet said appropriation and 

R-16-4-42, The Mayor and Council approve the members of the AdHoc Mother Bailey House 

Advisory Panel to the end of the agenda.  Motion carried. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Mayor Galbraith recognized the actions of bystander John Sidlinger and City Police Lieutenant 

Erick Jenkins along with many members of the Groton City Police and Fire Departments for their 

actions saving a woman whose car went over the sidewalk and guardrails into the water at Eastern 

Point Beach.  She said the quick action by Mr. Sidlinger and the rapid response of Lieutenant 

Jenkins saved the woman’s life. 

She said they will all be properly acknowledged at a future meeting. 

Councilor Gerrish said the quick response by public safety members of the City police and fire 

departments made the difference.in the outcome. He said he is grateful we can have a response 

within 3 minutes.  

Mayor Galbraith said it was a tremendous team effort with bystanders, police and fire.  She said 

the Old Mystic Fire Department and the regional dive team also were involved.  She said the car 

was extricated that day to alleviate any environmental concerns. 

Councilor Ilvento said it was featured on national news and the America Strong segment where 

they recognize communities who work together to make a difference in a bad situation. 

There was discussion that there have been 3 situations where cars went into the water in the last 

few months and the quick response provided the best outcome in all of them.  

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Rob Zuliani, 23 Cushman Street said they were correct that the rapid response saved that woman’s 

life. He complimented the individuals involved and said they are hero’s.  He said when any 

discussions regarding merging services are discussed response time should be paramount in those 

discussions, it isn’t just about dollars and cents, it’s about human lives and that is what they should 

consider. 
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Jay Dempsey, 22 South Prospect Street  thanked the Mayor and Council along with staff for the 

great presentation on the municipal building repairs. He said he sat through the joint meeting of the 

Town and City councils and was encouraged they will be able to work together on many issues.  

He recommended merging some services of the Highway Department and agrees with giving the 

Colonel Ledyard Building back to the Town. He was pleased to hear Mayor Galbraith say she was 

willing to meet with Mayor Flax to discuss merging dispatch and jail services with the Town. He 

said he is in agreement with cutting back sanitation pickup to 1 day a week and is happy to see the 

mill rate may go down. 

Mike Boucher, 16 Hillside Avenue said he was encouraged by the talk of merging some services 

and said he would like to recommend using the Town planning services. He said bond money is a 

tax, it isn’t free money and will have to be paid back. He feels the City isn’t planning for the future 

and continually borrowing is not the answer. He asked for clarification on the amount of money 

left in the municipal improvement bond.  He said there is a family in the City who will pick up 

metal items including appliances for free.  He said it helps the homeowners dispose of unwanted 

items and helps this family make a living.  He said the information to contact them is on the City of 

Groton Freemen’s Facebook page. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Mayor Galbraith thanked Mr. Zuliani for bringing up the issue of response time.  She said it has 

certainly been an area of concern.  She clarified for Mr. Dempsey that the willingness to discuss 

merging services for jail and dispatch had 4 conditions attached. She said the conditions to be 

worked on are coverage of the lobby, radio communications, transfer of prisoners and the CAD 

RMS.  

She said the planning services when shared with the Town were before her time here and asked 

City Clerk Patrick if she could add anything. 

City Clerk Patrick said the City was supposed to have 20 hours per week of coverage however the 

planner wasn’t always able to be here for that amount of time.  She said she would send residents 

to the Town Hall Annex to see the planner.  

Mayor Galbraith clarified the mill rate decrease numbers if the municipal building repairs are taken 

out of the budget and the amount of money left in the bond as 2.04 million.   

Councilor Gerrish said the consideration of sharing jail cells brings up the issue of transferring 

prisoners.  If a City officer is transferring a prisoner that leaves the City short 1 officer during that 

time.  In the event the prisoner is violent then 2 officers would have to go for the transfer leaving 

the City short 2 officers. If there was an emergency such as what happened at the beach last week 

during that time our response time would be dangerously impaired. 

Councilor Ilvento said the photo of the woman in the car showed she was clearly terrified, we can’t 

cut services to save money and sacrifice a life.  He said he felt the joint meeting with the Town was 

civil and respectful but if they cut our funding can they replace the services. He said he asked that 

question and they said at this time they can’t. If there is a snowstorm, we can’t plow and since they 

don’t have the manpower they can’t plow either. That isn’t an acceptable situation. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said consolidation of services may not decrease your overall taxes. He said 

he isn’t willing to sacrifice services and as for bond money, sometimes you have to borrow to get 

the job done. 

Mayor Galbraith said there was a plan, due to an unexpected shortfall in revenue it was put off. 

Councilor Ilvento said it isn’t new bond money, just reauthorization of existing bond money. 

Councilor Sheffield said the Town pays for the highway but we pay them 30 million in taxes that 

help cover their services.  We just want back what we need to provide our services. 
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VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the March 21, 2016 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the March 28, 

2016 Special Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the March 28, 2016 

Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento met with P&R Director Mary Hill to discuss ordinances that may impact her 

department and will be meeting with Police Chief Davoren and Carlton Smith, Building Official to 

discuss any ordinances they may have input on. He attended the joint meeting of the Town and 

City Councils on April 2
nd

 and felt it was a good start.  He attended the Town of Groton Budget 

Public Hearing March 29
th

 and received a communication from resident Bonnie Geisler regarding 

blight which he has shared with Mayor Galbraith. 

Councilor Rusk attended the Easter Egg Hunt March 26
th

, the joint meeting of the Town and City 

Councils on April 2
nd

 and was encouraged by the dialogue. She attended the presentation on the 

Thames River Heritage Park at the Garde and was excited by the possibilities. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the Avery Point UConn basketball team banquet.  He said it is a great 

program located here in the City and is the only UConn satellite campus with athletics. He attended 

the Easter Egg Hunt March 26
th

,  the joint meetings of Town and City Councils on March 29
th

 and 

April 2
nd

, the Thames River Heritage Park at the Garde and feels it is a great vision for the future. 

Councilor Heede attended the Easter Egg Hunt March 26
th

, the Thames River Heritage Park at the 

Garde, the joint meetings of Town and City Councils on March 29
th

 and April 2
nd

 and was pleased 

with the respectful dialogue.  

Councilor Gerrish met with Chief Davoren about ordinances and attended the joint meetings of 

Town and City Councils on March 29
th

 and April 2
nd

 and concurred they were very respectful.  

Deputy Mayor Hedrick attended the Easter Egg Hunt March 26
th

 and was pleased with all the 

positive energy. He attended the joint meetings of Town and City Councils on March 29
th

 and 

April 2
nd

 

Finance Director Yuhas said he has been working on the budget. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith said she attended a number of meetings for CT Sub Century, the Thames River 

Heritage Park and budget meetings. She said while the tone of the meetings with the town have 

changed they still cut $700,000.00 from the highway budget.  She attended the submarine ball 

saying it was a wonderful event. She spoke to sub school students and said when they recited the 

Submariners Creed in unison it was amazing. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-16-4-37 RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $400,000 FOR VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING $400,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO 

MEET SAID APPROPRIATION 
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WHEREAS, an appropriation and bond authorization of $3,831,000 for Various Public 

Improvements, including roof replacement at Colonel Ledyard School (the “Colonel Ledyard School 

Project”), Pollution Abatement Facility Wall, Costa Property Bulkhead, Thames Street Sewer Lining 

and John Street Drainage Project, and for administrative, printing, legal, and financing costs related 

thereto was approved by the City Council of the City of Groton, Connecticut (the “City”) on 

December 19, 2011 and by a Freeman’s Meeting of the City on February 6, 2012 (the “Prior 

Resolution”); and 

WHEREAS, the Colonel Ledyard School Project has been re-evaluated and scaled back upon 

assessment of anticipated municipal needs; and 

WHEREAS, there remains approximately $800,000 of unexpended bond proceeds from the issuance 

of general obligation bonds of the City to finance the Various Public Improvements authorized 

pursuant to the Prior Resolution, including the Colonel Ledyard School Project; and 

WHEREAS, the City intends to reallocate $400,000 of such unexpended bond proceeds to the 

rehabilitation, improvement and equipping of the City Municipal Building, including but not limited 

to, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, repointing of brick exterior, door replacement, bathroom 

renovations and office renovations, and the planning, design, engineering, permitting, environmental 

and geological studies and testing, and other professional costs related thereto (the “New Project”); 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

Section 1. The sum of $400,000 is appropriated for the New Project. 

Section 2. To meet said appropriation, $400,000 bonds of the City or so much thereof as shall be 

necessary for such purpose, shall be issued, maturing not later than the maximum maturity permitted 

by the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut, as amended from time to time (the “Connecticut 

General Statutes”).  Said bonds may be issued in one or more series, provided that the total amount of 

bonds to be issued shall not be less than an amount which will provide funds sufficient with other 

funds available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on all temporary borrowings in 

anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of the issuance thereof, 

and to pay for the administrative, printing and legal costs of issuing the bonds.  The bonds shall be 

issued in fully registered form, be executed in the name and on behalf of the City by the facsimile or 

manual signatures of the Mayor and the Director of Finance, bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, 

be certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar 

and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust company and be approved as to their legality by 

Robinson & Cole LLP, Attorneys-at-Law, of Hartford.  The Bonds shall be general obligations of the 

City and each of the bonds shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly 

complied with, that such bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full 

faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and interest thereon.  

The aggregate principal amount of bonds to be issued, the annual installments of principal, redemption 

provisions, if any, the certifying, paying and transfer agent, the date, time of issue and sale and other 

terms, details and particulars of such bonds including approval of the rate or rates of interest shall be 

determined by the Mayor and the Director of Finance, in accordance with the Connecticut General 

Statutes. 
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Section 3. It is expected that $400,000 of the unexpended bond proceeds from the Colonel 

Ledyard School Project shall be used to finance such appropriation. 

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect upon its approval at a duly warned and held Special 

City Meeting (Freeman’s Meeting). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appropriation of $400,000 

for Various Public Improvements and Authorizing $400,000 Bonds of the City to meet said 

appropriation.  

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-37.  

Mayor Galbraith said they will still have to hold a Freeman’s meeting for approval.  She said the 

public hearing this evening gave them an opportunity to get the correct information to the public. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he was glad they could get the correct information out to the public. 

Councilor Ilvento said many hours were spent working on it and the public needed to see the facts. He 

said their goal is to do the best for the City residents and not raise taxes. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-4-38 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL PROVISIONALLY 

AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH CHARLES 

PASTERYAK JR. INCORPORATED, 20 NORTH BURNHAM HIGHWAY, 

LISBON, CONNECTICUT FOR BITUMINOUS CONCRETE PAVEMENT 

AND MILLING AS REQUIRED OF TYLER AVENUE AND CUSHMAN 

STREET AS OUTLINED IN THE FY2016 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM FOR THE QUOTED PRICE OF $238,761.60 (TWO HUNDRED 

THIRTY-EIGHT THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY-ONE DOLLARS 

AND SIXTY CENTS) AND AN ADDITIONAL CONTINGENCY FOR A 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE NOT TO EXCEED $262,637.76 (TWO HUNDRED 

SIXTY-TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED THIRTY-SEVEN DOLLARS 

AND SEVENTY-SIX CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM PREVIOUSLY 

APPROVED TOWN OF GROTON BOND FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Department has identified the need for improvements to 

the above listed streets and roads; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Department and the City Purchasing Agent recommend 

Charles Pateryak, Jr., Incorporated utilizing the state contract # 14PSX0309;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council provisionally authorize and 

approve the contract with Charles Pasteryak Jr., Incorporated, 20 North Burnham Highway, 

Lisbon, Connecticut for bituminous concrete pavement and milling as required of Tyler Avenue 

and Cushman Street as outlined in the FY2016 for the quoted price of $238,761.60 (Two Hundred 

Thirty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One Dollars and Sixty Cents) and an additional  

 

contingency for a total expenditure not to exceed $262,637.76 (Two Hundred Sixty-Two Thousand 

Six Hundred Thirty-Seven Dollars and Seventy-Six Cents) to be paid from previously approved 

Town of Groton Bond Funds. 
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Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-38.  

Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the COW meeting last week. 

Councilor Rusk asked what bituminous was. 

Mr. Umrysz said it is asphalt. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-4-39 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

TEMPORARY USE AND CONSUMPTION OF KEG BEER AT 

WASHINGTON PARK ON JUNE 21, 2016 AS PART OF CT 

SUBMARINE CENTURY CELEBRATION, PURSUANT TO THE 

PROVISIONS OF CITY OF GROTON ORDINANCE 48  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has approved the use of Washington Park on June 21, 2016 for a 

celebration of the 100
th

 Anniversary of Subase New London and the Submarine School; and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor Malloy has designated October 2015 through October 2016 as Connecticut 

Submarine Century; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Anniversary celebration is one of many events taking place in the surrounding 

communities to highlight and celebrate our commitment to the submarine force and its families; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the event coordinators would like to serves keg beer and City Ordinance 48 

precludes the use and consumption of keg beer except during special public celebrations as 

approved by the City Council;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the temporary use and 

consumption of keg beer at Washington Park on June 21, 2016 as part of CT Submarine Century 

Celebration, pursuant to the provisions of City Ordinance 48. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-39. 

Mayor Galbraith said the request for Octoberfest is on hold at this time. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-4-40 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT 

DONATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the following donation has been received by the City of Groton: 

 

Richard and Toni McGirr – Police Department, D.A.R.E program - $50.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept donations. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-40. 

Mayor Galbraith thanked the McGirrs for their generous donation. 

Councilor Heede asked how donations like this can be made. 

Mayor Galbraith said individuals would contact Chief Davoren to indicate their interest in 

donating. 

Motion carried. 
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R-16-4-41 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

SCHEDULING OF A SPECIAL CITY OF GROTON FREEMAN’S 

MEETING ON MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2016 AT 7:15 P.M. TO 

APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND 

AUTHORIZING $400,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to schedule a Special Freeman’s meeting on Monday, 

April 25, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. in the City of Groton Municipal Building Council Chambers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this meeting is to give consideration and act upon the authorization of 

an appropriation of funds for: 

Various Public Improvements 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the scheduling of a 

Special City of Groton Freeman’s meeting on Monday, April 25, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. to appropriate 

funds for Various Public Improvements and authorizing $400,000 bonds of the City to meet said 

appropriation. 

 

Councilor Heed moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-41. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-4-42 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

MEMBERS OF THE ADHOC MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE ADVISORY 

PANEL  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Freemen approved the purchase of the Mother Bailey House in 

order to “protect the historic resource that is the ‘Mother Bailey House’ and to control the 

development of that parcel”; and  

 

WHEREAS, various citizens have expressed differing views on the potential use and/or 

disposition of the property; and  

WHEREAS, the following citizens have been presented for appoint to the committee: 

Hali Keeler, Chairperson 

Lisa Luck 

Tim Jackson 

Leslie Evans 

Rob Zuiliani 

Michael Boucher 

 

WHEREAS, the building is need of structural repair; and  

 

WHEREAS, said Advisory Panel will be charged with investigating viable alternatives for the use 

and/or disposition of the property supported by the expert advice and research on trends in 

disposition of historic properties; and  

 

WHEREAS, said Advisory Panel will be charged with concluding their work in 6 months; 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the members of the 

AdHoc Mother Bailey House Advisory Panel. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-42. Said another 

name may be added, an engineer.  She asked if the Councilors would like to have a liaison but 

since she has asked Barbara Goodrich and Carlton Smith to also attend the meetings they will take 

place during the day.  She asked if anyone on the Council could do that. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said he could. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


