
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Mayor Galbraith congratulated Corporal Fred Goncalves of the City of Groton Police Department 

on being named Officer of the Year. She thanked Councilor Gerrish and the Groton Lodge of Elks 

for a great evening honoring local officers. 

Councilor Rusk congratulated the women of Groton Heights Baptist Church Every Ready service 

group for 100 years of service to the community.  

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve the November 7, 2016 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento attended the Veteran’s Day ceremony at WSMS November 10
th

.  He said it is 

something he has been involved with for several years and each year the veterans come speak to 

the students after the ceremony. He thanked Mayor Galbraith for speaking and Deputy Mayor 

Hedrick for attending and supporting them.  There was no Council Group II Parks & Recreation 

Committee meeting. 

Councilor Rusk attended the Council Group I meeting November 7
th

, the Beach & Parks 

Committee meeting November 9
th

 and the reception for the CT Sub Century Committee November 

17
th

. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the CCM Convention November 15
th

, the CT Sub Century reception 

November 17
th

 at Par 4 and the candlelight vigil unity gathering in New London November 18
th

. 

Councilor Heede attended the Council Group I meeting November 7
th

, the CT Sub Century 

reception November 17
th

  and the candlelight vigil unity gathering November 18
th

. 
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Councilor Gerrish gave the following report on the Council Group I Public Safety Committee: 

Referral Item #25 Review Of Ordinances              1/19/16 

Discussion: Councilor Gerrish identified Ordinances #8,13,14, 15,16,17,18,19, 20, 21, 40 and 60.  

He said he has met with Chief Davoren to discuss some of the ordinances and they were in 

agreement on updates/deletions of some. 

There was review with Chief Davoren and the Councilors present  and all agreed that the 

aforementioned ordinances, other than #20, 21 and 60,  were adequately covered under existing 

state statutes and should be deleted.  

There was further discussion regarding the fines for the remaining ordinances and that #21 be 

increased to $100.00, #20 to $100.00 and #60 to $100.00 for each offense and drop the not less 

than $5.00 portion. 

Action: Councilor Heede moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to delete Ordinances #8, 

13,14,15,16,17,18,19 and 40. Motion carried. 

 

He attended the November 11
th

 Armed Forces Night at the Elks and congratulated Corporal 

Goncalves.  He said it is a great event honoring local police officers here and in neighboring 

communities. He attended the CT Sub century reception at Par $ November 17
th

. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick attended the November 10
th

 Veteran’s day ceremony at WSMS, the 

Veteran’s Day observance at the Submarine Memorial November 11
th

, the GBA Breakfast at the 

water treatment facility where they discussed the proposed plans for the renovation of the facility 

and the CT sub century reception November 17
th

, and the candle light vigil November 18
th

. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the Veteran’s Day observance at the Submarine Memorial November 

11
th

 and said they always do a wonderful job. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith met with Kristen Brown of the CT DEEP and Public Works Director Tim Umrysz 

on November 9
th

  to discuss recycling and what we can do to improve.  She said once the 

recommendations from the DEEP comes in she will bring it to the council for further discussion.  

On November 10
th

 she attended the Veteran’s day ceremony at WSMS and later that evening the 

Harbor Management Commission meeting.  She congratulated and thanked Bob Austin-LaFrance 

for serving as the new chairperson for the commission. She attended the Veteran’s Day observance 

at the Submarine Memorial and that evening the Armed Forces Night at the Elks November 11
th

. 

On November 12
th

 she attended the ribbon cutting at the new Ledyard Police Department, a 

meeting on the updating of the City of Groton website November 14
th

,  the CCM Convention and 

the William Crawford dinner honoring Maggie Jones November 15
th

.  On November 16
th

 she 

attended the SE CT Women’s Network luncheon where she was presented with a flag, which she 

held up, the GBA Breakfast November 17
th

, the candle light vigil November 18
th

 and a First 

Responders Breakfast hosted by St John’s Christian Church for City of Groton Police and Fire 

personnel November 19
th

. She thanked St John’s for supporting our first responders. She said they 

are continuing to review our ethics policies and once it’s ready it will come to the Council for 

further discussion. She had a meeting with Town Manager Mark Oefinger and Town Mayor Bruce 

Flax to discuss a micro grid plan in the event of a catastrophic power outage. She said Groton 

Utilities, Norwich Public Utilities and Bozrah Utilities are submitting a grant to be able to use the 

50 in 5 Generators to bring up critical infrastructures for necessary resources for our residents such 

as grocery stores, gas stations and banks rather than rely on generators. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-16-11-111 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

EXPENDITURE OF UP TO THIRTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 

NO CENTS ($35,000.00) FOR THE PURCHASE OF 200 LINEAR FEET OF 

12-INCH HDPE PIPE, RENTAL OF 150 LINEAR FEET OF 16-INCH HDPE 

PIPE, COMPLETE ELECTRICAL PUMPING UNIT, AND OTHER 

REQUIRED MATERIAL AND LABOR FOR THE PUMPING OF WATER 

FROM SMITH LAKE AND THE ADJOINING POQUONNOCK 

RESERVOIR TO POHEGANUT RESERVOIR TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS 

AVAILABLE IN THE APPROVED FISCAL YEAR TREATMENT PLANT 

EQUIPMENT RESERVE FUND 

 

WHEREAS, due to a recent State of Connecticut Drought Advisory notification and current 

reservoir storage levels, Groton Utilities’ management and staff have drafted a plan for pumping 

water from Smith Lake and the adjoining Poquonnock Reservoir to Poheganut Reservoir, which is 

currently 150 million gallons below full storage; and 

 

WHEREAS, this procedure will also help replenish groundwater levels, which are lower due to 

deficient rainfall; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on November 16, 2016, the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission voted to approve the expenditure of up to Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($35,000.00) for the purchase of 200 linear feet of 12-inch HDPE pipe, rental of 150 linear feet of 

16-inch HDPE pipe, complete electrical pumping unit, and other required material and labor for the 

pumping of water from Smith Lake and the adjoining Poquonnock Reservoir to Poheganut 

Reservoir to be paid from funds available in the approved Fiscal Year Treatment Plant Equipment 

Reserve Fund, and furthermore that the City Council be apprised of this action with the 

recommendation that it concur; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the expenditure of up to 

Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($35,000.00) for the purchase of 200 linear feet of 12-

inch HDPE pipe, rental of 150 linear feet of 16-inch HDPE pipe, complete electrical pumping unit, 

and other required material and labor for the pumping of water from Smith Lake and the adjoining 

Poquonnock Reservoir to Poheganut Reservoir to be paid from funds available in the approved 

Fiscal Year Treatment Plant Equipment Reserve Fund. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to approve R-16-12-111. 

Mayor Galbraith said the Poheganut reservoir is down and is fed by and aquifer.  The backfilling 

will help to sustain the aquifer. 

Utilities Director Ron Gaudet went over the current status of the 5 reservoirs.  He said pumping the 

backfill will keep moving the water to where it is needed. 

Councilor Rusk asked if Poheganut and Smith Lake are connected under the 95 overpass. 

Director Gaudet said that is where the spillway is. 

Councilor Rusk asked how Smith Lake is filled. 

Director Gaudet said the Poqunnock Reservoir runs back into Smith Lake. 

There was discussion on how they currently backfill instead of spilling the water over the dam. 

Councilor Rusk asked if there is any long term effect due to the drought conditions. 

Mayor Galbraith said the short term effect would be to replenishing the aquifer. 

Councilor Rusk asked if they are asking residents to cut back on water usage. 
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Mayor Galbraith said not at this time but there is a plan in place for voluntary and mandatory 

reductions in water usage. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick said we are at 72% while other parts of the state are at 35%.  By 

recapturing and redirecting the water we will continue to keep our numbers up. 

Councilor Gerrish said we are fortunate to be where we are with our water supply. 

There was continued discussion on how we are doing compared to other parts of the state. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-16-11-112 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY APPROVE 

AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 200 “AN ORDINANCE FOR CITY OF 

GROTON BUILDING DEMOLITION”    

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OFGROTON: 

 

WHEREAS, This Ordinance is adopted under authority of C.G.S. § 29-406(b) 

 

A. Its purpose is to establish a waiting period before a demolition permit may be granted for 

commercial and industrial structures of the size hereinafter described.  This ordinance is not 

intended for a demolition permit that is incorporated as part of a building permit as determined by 

the building official. The Ordinance is intended to promote and protect the public safety and health 

and environmental and general welfare of the City of Groton, its residents and taxpayers: (1 by 

providing a period of time for all interested parties to consider alternatives to demolition and to 

examine the impact of demolition on the environment and to ensure that the property can be 

redeveloped in the future.  

 

B. No permit for the demolition of any commercial or industrial building or structure which 

totals 5000 square feet or more, or of any part of such a building or structure, shall be issued until 

the following requirements are satisfied: 

  

 (1) The filing of an application for a demolition permit with the Building Official upon 

a form provided by the Building Official, which form shall contain, in addition to such other 

information as may be required, the name and address of the owner of and the address of the 

building/structure to be demolished.  The application for demolition permit shall include a 

narrative statement of all appropriate alternatives to demolition considered by the applicant. 

 

(2) The demolition plan shall include  

a) the plan for the removal of asbestos, lead paint, heavy metals as submitted to and 

approved by appropriate state agencies.   

b) a plan for handling fugitive dust and air emissions, worker safety requirements, 

treated wood and chemical products, mercury, PCBs, used electronics and 

batteries,  heating, ventilation  and air conditioning (HVAC)units (CFCs and 

HCFCs), underground fuel storage tanks, contaminated equipment, or structures.  

c) a Phase I site investigation and a Phase II site investigation (if required  by the 

Phase I site investigation) prepared by a licensed environmental professional as 

submitted to and approved by the appropriate state and/or local agency. A waiver 

for the Phase I site investigation may be granted if evidence is submitted of 

ongoing environmental monitoring for soil contamination.   

d) a detailed written recycling plan for demolition debris (including for example, 

wood, steel, wallboard, concrete, brick, etc.), the identification of the disposal 
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site(s) for any materials not reused, and post-demolition soil stability as called 

out in the demolition specifications.   

 

                      Items requiring third party review (including structural engineering, wetland impact, 

etc) will be referred to a qualified party, by the City, within 10 days of the item.  The cost of 

outside review shall be borne by applicant, and shall be paid before the consultant is engaged. If 

the permit application is defective or incomplete, the building official will notify the applicant as 

soon as is practicable. 

 

 (3) Notification by mail, by the applicant, within seven days following the filing of the 

demolition permit application, of the owners of all property adjoining the property on which the 

building/structure to be demolished is located.  The identity of the owners entitled to notification 

under this provision shall be those adjoining property owners as shown on the then current Town 

of Groton Assessor’s Map. 

 

 (4) The completion of a waiting period not to exceed 30 days following the filing of the 

application for the demolition permit No waiting period shall be required if the Building Official 

determines that the condition of the structure is such that the delay of its demolition would pose 

significant risks to public safety.   

 

C. This Ordinance shall apply to any demolition permit application filed after its effective date 

and to any demolition permit application pending as of its effective date, provided that as to any 

pending application, the waiting period shall be reduced by the number of days that the application 

was pending as of the effective date of this Ordinance.   

 

D. The requirements, powers, and procedures under this Ordinance are in addition to the 

requirements, powers, and procedures of and the authority granted the City of Groton and the City 

of Groton Building Official by the statutes and regulations of the State of Connecticut, including 

without limitation the requirements, procedures, powers and authority prescribed by Connecticut 

General Statutes sections 29-401 through 29-415, inclusive, and by the Charter and Ordinances of 

the City of Groton. 

 

WHEREAS, upon passage, this resolution will rescind R-16-10-96 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall be effective upon passage;  

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance was published in The Day, a newspaper having general circulation in 

the City of Groton on October 20, 2016 and October 21, 2016;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Finally approve an Amendment 

to Ordinance 200 “An Ordinance for the City of Groton Building Demolition and Preservation.” 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-16-12-112. 

Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at COW and has had a first reading already. 

Motion carried. 
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X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

pursuant to General Statutes sections 1-200(6)(E), 1-210(9) to include Attorney Chris Hodgson and 

HR Director Lorry Scheetz to discuss strategy or negotiations with respect to collective bargaining. 

Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced at 7:50 p.m. in C-8. 

Executive Session ended at 8:02 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Rusk seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


