
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith.  

 

Mayor Galbraith noted there were revised agendas for the Councilors due to a resolution added by 

four Councilors after the agenda had been sent out. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Sheffield said he had the privilege of attending a welcome home party honoring Hannah 

Garvey who is serving in the Army and recently returned from a tour of duty in Afghanistan and 

presented a proclamation to her from the City.  

Mayor Galbraith thanked Councilor Sheffield for being there. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Bryon Niemann, 76 Allen Street said he is a City Highway Department laborer and said he has 

concerns with the reduced trash pickup schedule.  He said it will not reduce the amount of trash 

that is put out.  He went on to say while we have an ordinance in place stipulating the size and 

weight of  the barrels that are put out it can be is largely ignored.  He said this would have to be 

addressed because it will take a physical toll on those picking up the trash. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Councilor Ilvento said that when the reduction in trash pickup was discussed Deputy Mayor Jervis 

was the first to say this could be an issue with regard to how heavy the trash could be.  He said 

they are looking into Mr. Niemann’s concerns. 

Mayor Galbraith said they will have to look at the way we are putting trash out, encourage more 

recycling and enforce the ordinance.  She agreed it could take a toll. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the April 6, 2015 

Special Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the April 6, 2015 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
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Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the April 13, 2015 

Special Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento attended the Beach & Parks Committee meeting on April 8
th

 but there was no 

quorum. He attended the Special COW for budget presentations on April 13
th

 and the Public 

Hearing for the budget tonight.  He thanked all those who came out for the hearing and for those 

who spoke.  He said it’s important to provide input and be part of the process.  

Councilor Dempsey had no report. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the Joint Town/City meeting for the City highway and police budgets 

on April 11
th

 and the presentation of those budgets to the Town Council April 18
th

. 

Councilor Hedrick attended the Joint Town/City meeting for the City highway and police budgets 

on April 11
th

.  

Councilor Gerrish attended the Joint Town/City meeting for the City highway and police budgets 

on April 11
th

 and the presentation of those budgets to the Town Council April 18
th

. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis attended the Joint Town/City meeting for the City highway and police 

budgets on April 11
th

 and the presentation of those budgets to the Town Council April 18
th

. 

Finance Director Yuhas attended the Joint Town/City meeting for the City highway and police 

budgets on April 11
th

 and the presentation of those budgets to the Town Council April 18
th

. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith attended those meetings and has spent a lot of time on how they will handle the 

budget. She said the USS Groton Committee with Admiral Emery as chairperson has narrowed 

down 2 possible sites and are close to conceptual designs. They will be looking at fundraising 

opportunities. She has been in meetings regarding the water taxi and there are no final decisions. 

She attended the memorial service for the USS Thresher on April 12
th

 which coincided with the 

150
th

 birthday of the submarine silent service. She asked the Council for direction on the issue of 

arbitration with the Town on the highway budget. She noted the costs for legal fees would come 

out of the Mayor’s budget. She wanted to ensure they were in consensus with going to arbitration 

before she moves forward. 

The Councilors all agreed they had to move forward with it.  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-15-4-51 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT 

DONATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the following donation has been received by the City of Groton: 

 

Hoops and Jensen, LLC - Community Development and Beautification, to support Summer 

in the City activities - $200.00;  

Bailey Agencies Insurance – Community Development and Beautification, to support 

Summer in the City activities - $500.00; 

Marian Galbraith – Community Development and Beautification - $90.00;  

Thames Valley Communications - Community Development and Beautification, to support 

Summer in the City activities - $500.00; 
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N.E. Cycle Works, Inc. - Community Development and Beautification, to support Summer in 

the City activities - $500.00; 

Mary Stepanian - Community Development and Beautification, Friends of the Zbierski 

House - $45.00; 

Stacy Anderson - Community Development and Beautification, Friends of the Zbierski 

House - $45.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept donations. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-15-4-51. 

Councilor Dempsey thanked all those who made contributions. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-15-4-52 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH MCCLURE 

CONSTRUCTION, P.O. BOX 367, WATERFORD, CONNECTICUT FOR 

THE REMOVAL OF STONE AND MATERIALS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

BULKHEAD REPLACEMENT PROJECT AT 311, 343, 353 THAMES 

STREET, GROTON, FOR A TOTAL COST NOT TO EXCEED $20,000.00 

(TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM 

BONDED CAPITAL FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, portions of the bulkhead of the southern section of the City’s Pollution Abatement 

Facility at 311 Thames Street and the entire bulkhead at City owned 343 and 353 Thames Street 

has been replaced; and  

 

WHEREAS, large stone and associated materials had been unearthed throughout the project and 

must be moved off-site; and  

 

WHEREAS, the contract with Norwalk Marine included an unit price for the possible removal of 

such materials at a greater cost based on a per cubic yard calculation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City pursued less expensive alternatives and McClure Construction was the most 

advantageous price obtained;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 

authorize an agreement with McClure Construction, P.O. Box 367, Waterford, Connecticut for the 

removal of stone and materials associated with the bulkhead replacement project at 311, 343, 353 

Thames Street, Groton, for a total cost not to exceed $20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars and 

No Cents) to be paid from Bonded Capital Funds 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-4-52. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the costs with this company compared to what it would cost with 

Norwalk Marine Construction. 

Public Works Director Tim Umrysz said we need to move quickly with this due to another 

contractor needing to get into the area to complete the work they are doing.  

Motion carried. 
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R-15-4-53 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE B&W 

PAVING AND LANDSCAPING, LLC, 70 FOSTER ROAD, WATERFORD, 

CONNECTICUT TO PROCEED WITH ROADWAY EXCAVATION FOR 

THE GAS LINE RELOCATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE THAMES 

STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT AT A TOTAL COST NOT TO EXCEED 

$20,000.00 (TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE 

PAID FROM CONTINGENCY IN THE PREVIOUSLY ALLOCATED 

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

(LOTCIP) FUNDS FOR THE THAMES STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton is proceeding with the Thames Street Drainage project as 

approved by the City Council at its regular meeting of July 21, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, due to an unforeseen field condition, it is necessary to excavate a portion of the 

roadway for a gas line relocation; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are remaining funds available from the accepted Local Transportation Capital 

Improvement Program (LOTCIP) funds; and  

 

WHEREAS, B&W Paving and Landscaping, LLC has agreed to provide the excavation services, 

billing for time and materials, at a cost not to exceed $20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars and 

No Cents); 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize B&W Paving and 

Landscaping, LLC, 70 Foster Road, Waterford, Connecticut to proceed with roadway excavation 

for the gas line relocation associated with the Thames Street Drainage Project at a total cost not to 

exceed $20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from contingency in the 

previously allocated Local Transportation Capital Improvement Program (LOTCIP) funds for the 

Thames Street Drainage project. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to approve R-15-4-53. 

Mayor Galbraith said the 58 feet of drainage is left to be completed. 

Bill Lewis, Highway Department Engineering said Eversource can proceed with the gas lines if we 

can get the excavation done this week.  

Motion carried. 

 

R-15-4-54 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

MILONE AND MACBROOM, INCORPORATED, 99 REALTY DRIVE, 

CHESHIRE, CONNECTICUT TO CONTINUE WITH THE PREVIOUSLY 

APPROVED CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION 

SERVICES OF THE THAMES STREET REHABILITATION PROJECT AT 

A COST NOT TO EXCEED $45,000.00 (FORTY-FIVE THOUSAND 

DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS ALLOCTED TO 

THE THAMES STREET REHABILITATION PROJECT  
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WHEREAS, it is necessary to authorize additional funds for the previously approved Construction 

Administration and Inspection Services for the Thames Street Rehabilitation project; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project has exceeded its approved timeframe;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Milone and 

MacBroom, Incorporated, 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut to Continue with the previously 

approved Construction Administration and Inspection Services of the Thames Street Rehabilitation 

project at a cost not to exceed $45,000.00 (Forty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to be paid 

from funds allocated to the Thames Street Rehabilitation Project. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-4-54.  

Mayor Galbraith said this is an extension of a contract already approved.   

Mr. Lewis said this will allow them to come in and finish up the project which is $339,000.00 

under budget. He said this will also cover the time for them to come in and close out the books on 

the project once it is completed. 

Councilor Dempsey said he had made a referral to the Finance Committee regarding moving 

towards giving consideration for contracts to local engineering firms when there is a no bid 

contract. 

Motion carried. 

R-15-4-55 RESOLUTION THAT THE CITY COUNCIL WILL EXPLORE THE 

MEANS TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE FROM THE TOWN 

OF GROTON 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton continues to experience an arbitrary and inequitable return of tax 

revenues from the Town of Groton, which interfere with its ability to conduct its normal business 

with existing allocations; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council will explore the means to achieve 

financial independence from the Town.  

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-15-4-55. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said this resulted from meetings with the Town Council on April 11
th

 and 

18
th

.  He said they are frustrated with the way the Town of Groton treats the City. 

Councilor Sheffield said the City gives a great deal of money in taxes and only get a fraction in 

return as Ms. Dunbar-Rose stated at the Public Hearing earlier this evening. 

Councilor Hedrick agreed that the City gets an inequitable amount back and finds the way the City 

Councilors and Mayor are treated when they meet with them is disrespectful.  He said they 

continually question our integrity and competence. 

Councilor Gerrish agreed and stated he favors succession from the Town of Groton. He said he 

finds their behavior dictatorial. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed and said it’s the City Councilors job to protect the City residents and to 

settle this issue once and for all. 
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Mayor Galbraith asked how they want to proceed, whether the Council would spearhead this or 

establish a committee.  Do they want to look at succession or change the tax structure. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said they should engage a consultant to advise them on the most viable 

options. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if the opinion should come directly to the Council or to a committee. 

Councilor Gerrish said he would prefer it come directly to the Council. 

There was discussion that there was a committee at one time and not having a consultant bogged 

them down. There was discussion on how they would have to look at a budget for this.  

Mayor Galbraith asked if they would be amenable to an outside mediator. 

There was further discussion on having an outside mediator and looking to see what the previous 

committee had done. There was discussion that they had hoped the Town would be more 

reasonable but after the mediation they became even more intractable.  

Motion carried. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss contract negotiations to include Attorneys Eileen Duggan and Ryan Jaziri, HR Director 

Lorry Scheetz and Finance Director Ron Yuhas in C-8.  Motion carried.   

Executive Session commenced at 8:09 p.m. in C-8.  

Executive session ended at 8:44 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


