
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2015 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting together at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Keith Hedrick, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jill 

Rusk, Stephen Sheffield, Conrad Heede, Lawrence Gerrish and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Finance Director Ron Yuhas 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the November 2, 2015 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 
Councilor Ilvento attended the Veteran’s Day ceremony at WSMS November 10

th
 He thanked Mayor 

Galbraith, Chief Davoren, Deputy Chief Guillot for being there and members of the police department for 

participating as veterans. He attended the Sub Vets Veteran’s Day ceremony November 11
th 

at the municipal 

building. He reported the Beach & Parks Committee didn’t meet due to the Veteran’s Day holiday but asked 

that if anyone had concerns for the rules & regulations and user fees for all facilities to email either him or 

Mary Hill. The Council Group II Parks & Recreation Committee report did not meet.  

Councilor Rusk, had no report and Council Group II Economic Development Committee did not 

meet. 
Councilor Sheffield went on a tour of Safe Futures November 9

th
 and was so impressed with all they do for 

victims of domestic violence. The Council Group II Community Development Committee did not 

meet. 

Councilor Heede, met with Councilors Gerrish, Rusk, Chief Davoren and PW Director Umrysz at 

the Council Group I Public Works Committee:  

Referral Item #3 Snow Removal Ordinances 
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Discussion: 

City Police Chief, Tom Davoren, explained that the current ordinance is not effective and there is 

no easy fix. He explained the current limits to enforcement, including a limit of about 12 cars that 

can be physically towed, but there may be as many as 50 to 60 cars that need to be towed.  

Low fines, time limits to the snow emergencies and not enough public space to offer people to park 

off-street. Currently, the City refers residents to four locations and focuses on a few narrow streets 

in the Thames Bank are. There were two major storms last year over five weeks of snow and one 

major storm the year before. 

Director of Public Works, Tim Umrysz, explained that the process of plowing, requires allowing 

snow plow drivers to rest, and there is a manpower shortage in major storms, due to need to 

allocate manpower to either plow or pick up trash. There are certain places where property owners 

do not remove snow, resulting in the Public Works department having to remove the snow. Some 

businesses and residents have become accustomed to clear the parking lots or driveways, but not 

the sidewalks. 

Currently, warnings are posted on Facebook or through CTAlert.gov, which requires registration. 

At times, they even knock on doors. 

Both Mr. Davoren and Mr. Umrysz also discussed safety concerns, most importantly, that children 

can be hidden behind snow banks and at corners where drivers do not see them. The chief offered 

the analogy that children are like bowling pins, hidden out of sight of drivers and this is an accident 

waiting to happen. School buses picking children up at corners rather than at the end of driveways 

is also very dangerous. Therefore, having the flexibility to target school bus routes is the highest 

priority. 

Challenges with the current ordinances include, low fines, limits to the number of cars that be 

physically towed by tow companies that are also engaged in plowing, that we have three 

ordinances rather than just one and lack of enforcement. 

Recommendations included: 

- Any ordinance will require an effort to educate and inform our residents. 

- Give the police the flexibility by making the ordinance citywide. It is more common to have a 

city wide ordinance and easier to apply when and where needed. 

- Create a single ordinance that covers all aspects of show emergency. 

- Make the parking ban city wide for a time of 36 to 48 hours after a storm to allow for snow 

clearing and if necessary removal. 

- Do not specify a "civil penalty" due to costs the city would incur hiring an attorney to defend 

against every dispute, but rather state, "any violation will result in a fine." 

- Any fine not paid within 30 days will result in a lien being placed on the property. 

- Establish a separate ordinance: "Fine Schedule" The snow ordinance will then remain unchanged 

and the City Council will review and if necessary, adjust the Fine Schedule annually. 

- Issue a fine for failure to remove snow from the sidewalks. 

- Issue a fine for moving snow into street or across the street. 

- Issue a fine if snow is blown, shoveled or plowed into or across the street. 

- Issue a notice that all businesses must clear sidewalks.  

- Make clear to residents and businesses that although they may clear their sidewalks and 

driveways, the requirements of the City to clear streets and catch basins may result in additional 

snow being moved onto already cleared sidewalks and driveways. It remains the responsibility of 

the resident or business to remove the snow, possibly more than one time. 
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- City must reserve the right to clear sidewalks if they are not cleared by the property owner in a 

timely manner. The cost of clearing the sidewalk, in addition to a fine for violation of the 

ordinance will be issued. 

- Liability due to failure of clearing the sidewalk in a timely manner will be assigned squarely on 

the property owner. 

Action: Two ordinances written 

- Snow Ordinance 

- Fine Schedule 

Councilor Gerrish met with Councilors Heede and Rusk, and Chief Davoren for the Council Group 

I Public Safety Committee Referral Item # 3 Hurricane Preparedness     

Discussion: Agreed to delete. 

Action: Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Heede seconded to delete referral Item #3.  Motion carried. 

Referral Item # 6 Deer Warning Signs on Plant Street/Shennecossett Road  

Discussion: Agreed to delete. 

Action: Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Heede seconded to delete Referral Item # 6.  

Motion carried. 

Referral item #23 Gun Sales                     
Discussion: There was a discussion with Chief Davoren that the gun store is ATF approved and there are  

no violations at this time. 

Action: None.  

Deputy Mayor Hedrick attended the Sub Vets Veteran’s Day ceremony November 11
th
 at the municipal 

building and said it is a great recognition ceremony for veterans past and present. He reported he has been 

working with Finance Director Yuhas on the review of bidding processes regarding preference for local 

companies.  He said Director Yuhas is looking into the possibility of it being a financial City policy rather 

than an ordinance and will bring it to the COW for discussion once they have more information. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the Sub Vets Veteran’s Day ceremony November 11
th
 at the municipal building. 

Mayor Galbraith attended the opening of the CT State Veterans Memorial in Hartford November 9
th
.  She 

said it is just outside the legislative building and was funded with private donations. She attended the 

Veteran’s Day ceremony at WSMS November 10
th
 and said they do a wonderful job there with the 

remembrances for veterans and military families. She attended the Veteran’s Day ceremony at the municipal 

building and later a luncheon at the Branford House for students at UConn-Avery Point who are veterans. 

She reported they are moving along with the plans for Submarine Century and on November 12
th
  she and 

Captain Lahti from the Sub Base were on the Tom Santos cable access show to discuss the many events for 

the yearlong celebration. Later that day she attended the William Crawford Distinguished Service Award 

dinner. On November 13
th
 she attended the E. CT Chamber Military Appreciation Breakfast and later that 

evening the Elks Armed Forces Night. She announced that on January 15
th
 the SE CT Council of 

Governments will hold a Human Services Expo at the municipal building.  She said the expo is for 

municipal leaders and personnel to help them identify the services that are available to residents and 

taxpayers. She announced an initiative the City will undertake with employees to identify ways to provide 

efficient and cost effective services for taxpayers and customers.  She said there will be 4 mentors/coaches 

who will undergo training provided by Frank Gillern. She distributed a memo regarding the new power 

supply agreement with CMEEC for BL&P.  She said this is done annually and the Council does not have to 

approve it.  She said the City Clerk will hold a copy of the agreement in her office for 30 days.  Providing 

the Council doesn’t wish to object to the agreement it will be effective at the end of the 30 days.  

Councilor Sheffield asked what the meaning of the power supply agreement was. 

Director Gaudet went over the process involved in the past for BL&P since they weren’t a member of 

CMECC.  He said in January BL&P will be able to purchase power with CMEEC, Rate 9 the same as 

Groton Utilities. He said it is stable long term pricing for them. 

There was discussion that this is what was shown to the Council during the CMEEC presentation. 
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VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-15-11-166 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

BOZRAH LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 

ORDER TO ALTEC INDUSTRIES INCORPORATED, 250 LAIRD STREET, 

PLAINS, PENNSYLVANIA IN THE QUOTED AMOUNT OF TWO 

HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY-SEVEN 

DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($208,797.00) FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2016 

FREIGHTLINER 50 FOOT BUCKET TRUCK TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS 

AVAILABLE IN APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BOZRAH LIGHT 

AND POWER VEHICLE RESERVE FUND 

 

WHEREAS, Management advertised and solicited bids for the purchase of a 50 foot bucket truck 

to replace the current 2000 Chevy 50 foot bucket truck as maintenance expenses increased due to 

the numerous repairs needed including brakes, mufflers, and constant hydraulic leaks; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its Special meeting held on May 27, 2015, the Bozrah Utilities Commission voted 

to issue a purchase order to Altec Industries Incorporated, 250 Laird Street, Plains, Pennsylvania in 

the quoted amount of Two Hundred Eight Thousand, Seven Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars and No 

Cents ($208,797.00) for the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner 50 Foot Bucket Truck to be paid from 

funds available in the approved fiscal year 2014-2015 Bozrah Light and Power Vehicle Reserve 

Fund; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City authorize Bozrah Light and Power 

Company to issue a purchase order to Altec Industries Incorporated, 250 Laird Street, Plains, 

Pennsylvania in the quoted amount of Two Hundred Eight Thousand, Seven Hundred Ninety-

Seven Dollars and No Cents ($208,797.00) for the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner 50 Foot Bucket 

Truck to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2014-2015 Bozrah Light and 

Power Vehicle Reserve Fund 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Heede seconded a motion to approve R-15-11-166. 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to amend the amount of the 

purchase to $201,565.00.  

Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote on the motion to amend. Motion carried. 

Councilor Heede asked how many bids were received. 

Director Gaudet said there were 3, with Altec being the lowest.  

 

R-15-11-166 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

BOZRAH LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 

ORDER TO ALTEC INDUSTRIES INCORPORATED, 250 LAIRD STREET, 

PLAINS, PENNSYLVANIA IN THE QUOTED AMOUNT OF TWO 

HUNDRED ONE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

AND NO CENTS ($201,565.00) FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 2016 

FREIGHTLINER 50 FOOT BUCKET TRUCK TO BE PAID FROM FUNDS 

AVAILABLE IN APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 BOZRAH LIGHT 

AND POWER VEHICLE RESERVE FUND 
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WHEREAS, Management advertised and solicited bids for the purchase of a 50 foot bucket truck 

to replace the current 2000 Chevy 50 foot bucket truck as maintenance expenses increased due to 

the numerous repairs needed including brakes, mufflers, and constant hydraulic leaks; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its Special meeting held on May 27, 2015, the Bozrah Utilities Commission voted 

to issue a purchase order to Altec Industries Incorporated, 250 Laird Street, Plains, Pennsylvania in 

the quoted amount of Two Hundred One Thousand, Five Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars and No 

Cents ($201,565.00) for the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner 50 Foot Bucket Truck to be paid from 

funds available in the approved fiscal year 2014-2015 Bozrah Light and Power Vehicle Reserve 

Fund; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City authorize Bozrah Light and Power 

Company to issue a purchase order to Altec Industries Incorporated, 250 Laird Street, Plains, 

Pennsylvania in the quoted amount of Two Hundred One Thousand, Five Hundred Sixty-Five 

Dollars and No Cents ($201,565.00) for the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner 50 Foot Bucket Truck 

to be paid from funds available in the approved fiscal year 2014-2015 Bozrah Light and Power 

Vehicle Reserve Fund 

 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote on the main motion as amended.  Motion carried as amended. 

 

R-15-11-167 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO EXERCISE 

ALL OF THE RIGHTS OF SHAREHOLDERS OF THE BOZRAH LIGHT 

AND POWER COMPANY 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton owns all of the common stock in the Bozrah Light and Power 

Company (“BL&P”); and 

 

WHEREAS, from time to time BL&P shareholders are entitled or required to vote on certain 

matters of corporate governance or as otherwise permitted or required by applicable law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council desires that the Mayor exercise the City’s rights as the sole shareholder 

of BL&P;  

  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor be, and he or she hereby is, authorized to 

exercise any and all rights possessed or exercisable by the shareholders of BL&P including without 

limitation the election of Directors and that any and all past actions taken or authorized by the 

Mayor, including without limitation electing past and current members of the BL&P Board of 

Directors be, and hereby are, ratified and confirmed. 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that shareholder actions to elect BL&P directors, approve 

BL&P bylaws and similar ordinary and necessary corporate governance actions do not constitute 

“major transactions” within the meaning of section 5 b of City of Groton Ordinance No. 100 as 

amended. 

 

Councilor Rusk moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-11-167. 

Director Gaudet and Mayor Galbraith went over the necessary steps from this approval moving 

forward.   
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Mayor Galbraith said there would be an ordinance coming to the Council December 7
th

 that will be 

finally approved January 4
th

.  Motion carried. 

 

R-15-11-168 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

TRANFER ORDER FOR TWO (2) SMALL CRAFT BOATS FOR THE 

PURPOSES OF OPERATING THE THAMES RIVER HERITAGE PARK 

WATER TAXI 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has been an active participant in the efforts to move forward the 

designation of the Thames River Heritage Park; and  

 

WHEREAS, the addition of the Water Taxi will connect historic institutions into one park 

experience, provide links between the New London transportation hub and surrounding historic 

sites and offer a viable daily transportation alternative for local residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the water taxi will aid in regional economic development by increasing the customer 

base for existing business, historic institutions and state parks as well as encouraging new business; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton secured the transfer of two (2) Small Craft Boats for the purpose 

operating the Water Taxi at a cost of $100.00 (One Hundred Dollars and No Cents) per boat for 

service fees; and   

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept the transfer order for two 

(2) Small Craft Boats for the purposes of operating the Thames River Heritage Park Water Taxi. 

 

Deputy Mayor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-11-168. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the background of the request for water taxis and is pleased it is finally 

happening.  She said the operating costs for them will not be our responsibility. She said they have 

1 year to put them into operation and will turn them over to the DEEP after 18 months. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-15-11-169 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINT 

ATTORNEY ROBERT BERCHEM, FROM THE FIRM OF BERCHEM, 

MOSES & DEVLIN, 75 BROAD STREET, MILFORD, CONNECTICUT AS 

THE CITY OF GROTON ATTORNEY TO BE EFFECTIVE UPON 

PASSAGE  

 

WHEREAS, according to Article VII, Section 1 of the City of Groton Charter, the Mayor, with the 

approval of the Council, shall appoint a City Attorney; 

 

THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoint Attorney Robert 

Berchem, from the firm of Berchem, Moses & Devlin, 75 Broad Street, Milford, Connecticut as the 

City of Groton Attorney to be effective upon passage.  
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Councilor Sheffield moved Deputy Mayor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-15-11-169. 

Mayor Galbraith said several firms were interviewed and it was determined this firm suited the 

complex needs of the City and Groton Utilities. 

Councilor Ilvento moved to amend the Whereas to read: Article VIII, Section I of the City of 

Groton Charter, the Mayor, with the approval of the Council, shall appoint a City Attorney; 

 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote on the motion to amend.  Motion carried. 

 

R-15-11-169 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINT 

ATTORNEY ROBERT BERCHEM, FROM THE FIRM OF BERCHEM, 

MOSES & DEVLIN, 75 BROAD STREET, MILFORD, CONNECTICUT AS 

THE CITY OF GROTON ATTORNEY TO BE EFFECTIVE UPON 

PASSAGE  

 

WHEREAS, according to Article VIII, Section 1 of the City of Groton Charter, the Mayor, with 

the approval of the Council, shall appoint a City Attorney; 

 

THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoint Attorney Robert 

Berchem, from the firm of Berchem, Moses & Devlin, 75 Broad Street, Milford, Connecticut as the 

City of Groton Attorney to be effective upon passage.  

 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a voted on the main motion as amended.  Motion carried as amended. 

 

Mayor Galbraith noted the Holiday Lights Parade would be held Saturday, December 5
th

 and asked 

how many members of the Council would be available to participate. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:01 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


