
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2014 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Ilvento recognized Dawn Mallory, a City resident and teacher at Rham who passed 

away after a terrible accident.  He said his thoughts are with her family. 

Mayor Galbraith recognized Mary Hill and Kevin Cini for their hard work and contributions to the 

United Way campaign. She said the City was presented with a 2013 Partner of The Year award and 

an 2013 Outstanding Achievement award.  She said contributions are up 27% up from last year and 

she praised the generosity of the employees. She noted that employees here have been actively 

involved in various fundraising endeavors and have donated to a number of worthy charities and 

individuals.  

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Shirleyann Dunbar-Rose, 75 Baker Avenue asked the Council to not approve the Parks & 

Recreation User Fees regarding free walk-ins at Eastern Point Beach. She said she has concerns 

that allowing free walk-ins could lead to overcrowding at the beach, children being there without 

supervision and parking issues. She said these changes were made after the public input session. 

She feels the non-residents won’t be as considerate of the facility. 

Debra DeWolfe, 43 Division Street asked the Council for assistance with ongoing issues with a 

neighbor that have included calling the police and trash issues. She would just like for them to 

follow the rules as her family does. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Mayor Galbraith responded to Ms. DeWolfe saying the Police Department did speak to the 

neighbor in February and asked that she contact the police as soon as she sees something so it can 

be addressed immediately. 

Councilor Ilvento responded to Ms. Dunbar-Rose that the Beach & Parks Committee put a great 

deal of thought into making the change for walk-ins. One of the issues brought to them at the 

Public Input Session was that property owners who don’t live here year round don’t have local 

ID’s and the cost of the wristbands was nearly the same as the money collected for walk-ins last 

season. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis stated Ms. Dunbar-Rose’s points were well taken and he would address this 

when the resolution is read. 

Councilor Dempsey agrees with Ms. Dunbar-Rose. 
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Parks & Recreation Director, Mary Hill stated that a 9 member Beach & Parks Committee puts a 

lot of time into creating policies. During a public Input session in January this was discussed and 

even after the Greenwich decision which opened the beach to everyone walk-in were not charged 

for in 2002 and 2003 so isn’t new. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved to amend the agenda to move resolutions R-14-4-37 and R-14-4-38 up 

on the agenda seconded by Councilor Gerrish.  Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-37 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF PATRICIA A. LIETEAU AS A PROBATIONARY 

POLICE OFFICER GRADE “D”, IN THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE 

DEPARTMENT, AND THAT THE APPOINTMENT BE EFFECTIVE 

APRIL 7, 2014 

     

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Police Department has patrol officer vacancies in the Police 

Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, Patricia A. Lieteau was selected as an applicant from a Police Officer candidacy list 

established by the Law Enforcement Council of Southeastern Connecticut; and 

 

WHEREAS, Patricia A. Lieteau has passed an oral interview panel, the background investigation, 

polygraph, physical agility, psychological and medical testing; and 

 

WHEREAS, Patricia A. Lieteau has met the required entry standards established by the Police 

Officer Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.) Council, for admission to the Police Academy, and it 

would be beneficial for the City of Groton to hire her; and 

 

WHEREAS, Patricia A. Lieteau desires to serve as a patrol officer with the City of Groton Police 

Department; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 

Patricia Lieteau as a probationary Police Officer Grade “D”, in the City of Groton Police 

Department, and that the appointment be effective April 7, 2014 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Jervis  seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-37. 

 

Chief Davoren made the following remarks: 

Good evening Mayor and members of the Council. It is my privilege to present to you for your 

consideration for appointment as a police Officer-Patricia Lieteau of Oakdale, CT is a graduate of 

New London High School.  She has studied Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement Administration 

at Mitchell College, University of New haven and Charter Oak State College.  

Patricia retired from the New London Police Department with the rank of Sergeant after a 26 year 

career where she served as a patrol supervisor and as the department’s training coordinator for 

seven years. 

She then joined the Mashantucket Police Department where she assisted with training and 

obtaining state certification for its officers.  
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Patricia was active in the New London Police Explorer program which involved in police 

education and training. She was active in Mashantucket community youth programs and she 

currently serves as an advisor for the East Lyme Police Cadet program and as an assistant director 

in the practical skills program for the week long Police Cadet Academy held each summer. 

She has indicated a desire to serve in our community.  She brings a great deal of talent and 

experience to our department and we look forward to having her on our team. 

Mayor Galbraith said they were impressed with her and are pleased to welcome her. 

Motion carried. 

City Clerk Patrick administered the oath the Officer Leiteau. 

Her daughter, Chenin, presented her badge to her. 

Officer Lieteau thanked the Mayor and Council and said she looks forward to serving the City of 

Groton. 

Mayor Galbraith called a 5 minute recess at 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting back in session at 8:06 p.m. 

 

R-14-4-38 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

AUTHORIZATION, ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT EXCEEDING 

$15,000,000 CITY OF GROTON, CONNECTICUT GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS 
 

RESOLVED: 

Section 1. Not exceeding $15,000,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds (the 

“Refunding Bonds”) of the City of Groton, Connecticut (the “City”) may be issued in one or more 

series and in such principal amounts as the Mayor and City Treasurer shall determine to be in the 

best interests of the City for the purpose of achieving net present value savings and/or to 

restructure debt service payments.  The Refunding Bonds are hereby authorized to refund all or any 

portion of any one or more series of the City’s outstanding general obligation bonds (the 

“Refunded Bonds”).  The Refunding Bonds shall be issued and sold either in a negotiated 

underwriting or a competitive offering, and at such time or times as the Mayor and City Treasurer 

shall determine to be most opportune for the City.  If the Refunding Bonds are sold in a negotiated 

underwriting, the Mayor and City Treasurer shall approve and designate the managing underwriter.  

Each series of Refunding Bonds shall mature in such amounts and on such date or dates as shall be 

determined by the Mayor and City Treasurer, provided that no Refunding Bonds shall mature later 

than the final maturity date of the last maturity of any Refunded Bonds being refunded by such 

series.  The Refunding Bonds shall bear interest payable at such rate or rates as shall be determined 

by the Mayor and City Treasurer, shall be executed in the name and on behalf of the City by the 

manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and City Treasurer, bear the City seal or a facsimile 

thereof and be approved as to their legality by Robinson & Cole LLP, Bond Counsel.  The 

Refunding Bonds shall be general obligations of the City and each of the Refunding Bonds shall 

recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such 

bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the 

City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon.  The aggregate 

denominations, form, details, and other particulars thereof, including the terms of any rights of 

redemption and redemption prices, the designation of the certifying, paying, registrar and transfer 

agent, shall be subject to the approval of the Mayor and City Treasurer.  The net proceeds of the 

sale of the Refunding Bonds, after payment of underwriters’ discount and other costs of issuance,  
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interest and redemption premium, if any, due on the Refunded Bonds to maturity or earlier 

redemption pursuant to the plan of refunding.  The Mayor and City Treasurer are authorized to 

appoint an escrow agent and other professionals and to execute and deliver any and all escrow, 

investment and related agreements necessary to provide for such payments on the Refunded Bonds 

and to provide for the transactions contemplated hereby.  The Mayor and City Treasurer are 

authorized to prepare and distribute preliminary and final Official Statements of the City for use in 

connection with the offering and sale of the Refunding Bonds, and they are hereby authorized to 

execute and deliver on behalf of the City a Bond Purchase Agreement, a Continuing Disclosure 

Agreement and a Tax Regulatory Agreement and such other documents necessary or desirable for  

the issuance of the Refunding Bonds and the payment of the Refunded Bonds.  

Section 2. This resolution shall be effective until June 30, 2015. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the authorization, 

issuance and sale not exceeding $15,000,000 City of Groton, Connecticut general obligation 

refunding bonds. 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-38. 

Mayor Galbraith said this is to re-fund the TVC bonds as was discussed at the time if the sale last 

year and she introduced Jeanette Marcoux, of First Southwest. She said she is the City’s financial 

advisor for bonds. 

Ms. Marcoux distributed a breakdown of the bonds and went over the anticipated savings the City 

would see.  She said the bond rates are very favorable at this time and this is the time to do this. 

She said the savings amount to a substantial sum.  She went over the call dates and escrow. 

Mayor Galbraith said the bonds would have a minimal impact on the City’s debt service but a 

much larger impact on the GU debt service. 

Councilor Sheffield asked what the fluctuation of rates is at this time. 

Ms said there are predictions that rates will go up but are very favorable at this time. It is all based 

on supply and demand. 

Councilor Dempsey said it sounds good to save 1 million dollars. 

Mayor Galbraith thanked Ms. Marcoux for being here to explain this to the Council.  

Motion carried. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the March 17, 2014 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve the March 24, 2014 

Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento said he received 2 emails from residents.  Jim Kamercia emailed about his 

concerns with the color requirements in the banner policy and Chris DeCarlo emailed about the 

COLA for the retirees. He attended WSMS Governance Council meeting, and volunteered at 

Dancing with the Stars, and the City Council/Town Council/RTM/ Board of Education Liaison 

Committee meeting. He reported there had been a presentation on field use at the schools, there  
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will be a tour of FMS for elected officials and that Town Councilor Watson will look into the 

status of the vacant Groton Heights School building. He reported he is now the Chairperson for the 

Youth Advisory Committee. 

Councilor Dempsey had no report for the Public Works Committee and said he also received the 

emails from Mr. Kamercia and Mr. DeCarlo. 

Councilor Sheffield attended the March 25
th

 fundraiser for Kevin Lembo, the Town Council 

budget session for the City Police and Highway Departments and the Highway Department 

meeting with the Town Council. 

Councilor Hedrick attended the Groton RTM/Economic Development Committee meeting where 

they are looking at other communities with similar groups and are compiling a list of possible 

members. He attended the police budget session and will attend the Highway budget session later 

this week.  He attended the Take A Seat event at the Senior Center. 

Councilor Gerrish said he also received the email from Mr. Kamercia and Mr. DeCarlo, attended 

the fundraiser for Kevin Lembo, the meeting with the Town of Groton on the Highway Department 

and Dancing With the Stars.  

Deputy Mayor Jervis received the emails, attended the Town Council meeting on the Highway 

Department and a Special Retirement Board meeting last week. 

Mayor Galbraith attended a meeting on March 18
th

 for the Costa property/PAF bulkhead regarding 

the engineering needed and said FEMA has given an extension until September so they will need 

to get this done in conjunction with the completion of Thames Street. She reported the grant for the 

LOCIP funds to address the drainage issues will go before the full Council of Governments. She 

praised the initiative of a group of employees who are part of a wellness group, WAG, who would 

like to address wellness of body and mind. She noted the United Way recognitions to the City of 

Groton , and on March 21
st
 she delivered meals with TVCCA.  She said it was a reminder of what 

a valuable service it is to homebound individuals and how much they appreciate the company and 

meals. She has been in meetings with the IT Department on improvements to the City web site, 

reported that the Parks & Recreation Department is making great strides in improving use of the 

City web site and will be contracting to accept online registrations and payments soon. She 

reported from the Special Retirement Board meeting that the pension fund is doing well. She 

volunteered at the Mobile Food Pantry at St. John’s Church April 4
th

, the meeting with the Town of 

Groton on the Highway budget and said the Police budget has been approved.  She said she was 

pleased to be a judge at the Spelling Bee at the Marine Science Magnet School. 

Councilor Gerrish stated the budget is a complicated process and complimented the Mayor on the 

difficult task to be prepared during deliberations with the Town of Groton. 

Councilor Hedrick stated the City completely reworked the formatting for their budget to more 

closely mirror the format the Town of Groton uses. He complimented the diligence of the Mayor, 

Finance Director and Departments Heads in switching the formatting for the Highway and Police 

Departments. 

There was some discussion on the deliberations and the amicable tone of them. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-14-4-39  RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 2014 

CITY OF GROTON RECREATION DEPARTMENT USER FEES 

     

WHEREAS, the City of Groton offers a variety of leisure services and facilities to the citizens of 

all age groups; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established fees and charges to help underwrite the program 

costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Beach and Parks Committee has reviewed the user fees and recommends the 

proposed fee structure as follows: 

 

INTRODUCTION 

*For purposes of this document, City resident shall mean; City residents or City taxpayers whose 

registration does not show a City of Groton address. 

 

The City of Groton offers a variety of leisure services to the citizens of all age groups.  A 

significant portion of the services has been underwritten through general fund appropriations.   

 

Some programs instituted between fiscal years have been supported with fees paid by the 

participants.  As a result, inconsistencies among programs serving the same constituents have 

developed. 

 

The City of Groton Parks and Recreation Department is charged with the responsibility of 

planning, conducting, and supervising of recreational programs and activities as well as the 

operational, maintenance and management of these facilities. 

 

Community recreational and park services are a municipal responsibility; however, the magnitude 

of the service and its economic impact should be reviewed annually to determine a reasonable ratio 

of community desires in accordance with the City of Groton’s ability to financially support these 

services.  The City of Groton should establish fees and charges to underwrite the program costs.   

 

There are certain programs that should not have a participant charge, particularly when the specific 

program serves large numbers of people for a nominal total cost, for example, the City Day picnic. 

 

1.  BASIC SERVICES 

 

The City of Groton should support the concept that the general fund should provide the cost of 

basic park and recreation services based on the following: 

  

a. Qualified staff to promote and expand leisure services. 

b. Positive recreational experiences which contribute to the individual’s physical, social, 

emotional, creative, cultural and educational growth and development in order to enrich 

the quality of life. 

c. Development and maintenance of park and recreation facilities such as playgrounds, 

parks, athletic fields, picnic areas, beach, tennis courts, nature and fitness trails. 

d.  
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2.  EXTENDED SERVICES 

 

Extended services are services in excess of basic services.  For example a specialist performing a 

professional service, programs requiring an instructor or specialist that costs more per hour than 

the authorized department pay structure. 

 

3.  EASTERN POINT BEACH FEES 

 

The recommendation is that each January the beach rates be reviewed on the past year’s 

figures and rates set to reflect a 25% to 50% recovery. 

 

 Vehicles 
 Vehicles eligible to enter Eastern Point Beach will be as follows: 

 

  Registered passenger vehicles not exceeding 12 passenger capacity 

 Pick-up trucks 

 Motorcycles 
 

       Trailers, mobile homes, etc. are prohibited. 
 

 

 Parking Permits 
 Seasonal Rates 

 All fees are non-refundable 

  City Residents/City Taxpayers 62 years old and older* $10.00 

     

 City resident/City taxpayer 62 years old and older*  $10.00 

 City resident/City taxpayer   $30.00 

 Non-resident 62 years old and older*   $45.00 

 Non-resident   $65.00 

 Special Permit:  City resident/City taxpayer 62 years old and older**  $10.00 

 

* To be eligible for this rate, an individual must be 62 years of age on or before 

Labor Day. 

  

 **(Available only to a City resident with no motor vehicle in the household 

determined on a case-by-case basis by the Director of Parks and Recreation.) 

 

 Daily Rates 

 Weekday   $10.00 

 Weekend/Holidays*   $20.00 

 (*The holidays are July 4
th

 and Labor Day) 

 

 

 

New parking permits will be issued by the showing of a current and valid motor vehicle 

registration.  City of Groton residents or City taxpayers whose registration does not show their City 

of Groton address must show proof of residence (examples: tax bill or current lease agreement).   
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The permit must be adhered to the driver’s side of the vehicle on the inside of the windshield.  

The permit on the vehicle must match the registration number of the vehicle it was purchased for. 

 

Bus Trips: 

 

Bus trips are limited to no more than three (3) per day.  Reservations are required in advance by 

contacting the Parks & Recreation office at 446-4128.  The charge for buses will be $100.00 per 

bus per day, but does not permit the bus to park on the property.  There will be no charge for City 

of Groton Recreation program buses. 

 

Temporary Parking Permits: 

 

A temporary parking permit is available free of charge for current parking permit holders whose 

vehicle is in the repair shop for up to five (5) days.  These permits are available by bringing a 

written statement from the repair shop, written on their letterhead, which details which vehicle is 

being repaired and the number of days the vehicle will be in the shop.  Letters are to be presented 

at the Parks and Recreation office Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm to request the 

temporary parking pass. 

 

Walk-ins 

All walk-ins  Free of Charge 

Children ten (10) years of age or younger must be accompanied by a person at least twelve (12) 

years of age to gain admittance to use the beach property. 

 

Starting at 6:00 p.m. daily there will be no charge for entrance to the beach, except during Special 

Events. 

 

Families of crew members of submarines returning home or departing may be allowed access to 

Eastern Point Beach at no cost to view the boats only when the Parks and Recreation Office has 

been notified by the designated personnel on the Sub Base via email alert. 

 

Special Events  

  

In the event that there is a Special Event held in the area which will have an impact on the 

parking at Eastern Point Beach, the following criteria will be in place at the discretion of 

the Beach and Parks Committee. 

 

1. There will be no rental of the Zbierski House on the dates of the Special Event and 

any scheduled rain dates 

 

2. Beach Hours of Operation could be extended to 6:00 am to 10:00 pm.  There will be 

staff at the facility during these hours. 

 

3. Parking Fee will be $25.00 for those without a Season Beach Pass, no matter what 

day of the week the Special Event falls on. 

 

4. All the approved Rules and Regulations of Eastern Point Beach will be in full 

effect. 
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4.  RECREATION PROGRAMS 

 

Adult Programs.  The fees are calculated to break even.  Fees pay for 100% of the program. 

 

Youth Programs.  The fees are calculated on an individual program basis taking into 

consideration special instructors and/or special equipment and supplies to recover 50% to 75% 

of the costs in fees. 

 

Summer Playground.  The City of Groton operates a large summer playground program at 

Washington Park and at West Side Middle School. The rates charged are as follows:  

 

      City Resident Fee Non-City Resident Fee 

Full Day 6-11 year olds  $150.00  $200.00 

Full Day 12-14 year olds  $175.00  $225.00 

Half Day 4-5 year olds  $  80.00  $100.00 

   

a. Recreation Trips.  Trips beyond the City of Groton boundaries (educational, cultural, 

professional sports, etc.) are part of a comprehensive leisure program.  Participants in these 

programs pay all costs to include bus, admission fees, meals, etc. 

 

5.  FACILITY RENTALS 
 

Pavilions.  The City presently has six (6) pavilions at Washington Park.  The rates are as 

follows: 
 

   Large Pavilions #1,3 & 5  Regular Pavilion #2, 4 & 6 

    Per Rental    Per Rental 

   (up to a 4 hour timeframe)  (up to a 4 hour timeframe) 

City resident  $  50.00     $  25.00   

Non-resident  $100.00      $  50.00   

City business  $100.00      $  50.00   

Outside business  $150.00    $100.00 
 

* All members of the Military will receive a 10% discount off the rental of the Pavilions at 

Washington Park upon presenting valid proof of military service. 
 

Tennis Courts (lighted).  The Parks and Recreation Department supervises six lighted courts 

at Washington Park.  All league play will be charged $20.00 per court per four (4) hour 

session. The participants shall be expected to pay for the cost of any extended services. 
 

 Ball Fields Fee Structure: 
 

  Group 1 All youth groups regular season games.   No fee 

    Little League and Babe Ruth 

 

  Group 2 All other Youth Baseball Programs  

           $20.00 per game weekdays 

           $30.00 per game weekends 
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  Group 3 Youth League District or State Tournaments. 

    Includes one game field setup and preparation.  No fee 
 

City employee on site to prepare fields for series of games: 

        Saturdays $60.00 per hour 

        Sundays   $80.00 per hour 
 

 Group 4 University of Connecticut, Avery Point.   No fee 

 

 Group 5 Adult Leagues.      $20.00 per game weekdays 

          $30.00 per game weekends 

 

 Group 6 Adult Tournaments.      $100.00 per day 

 

 Group 7 Charity Tournaments.      Fee* 

  Examples: Fundraisers for charities like Jimmy Fund and United Way. (* To 

be determined on a case by case basis by the Director of Parks and 

Recreation)  

         

 Group 8 Baseball Camps. 

  Examples:  America’s Game would pay $250.00 for one week half days. 

      $100.00 full day 

        $50.00 half day 

Zbierski House: 

 

The overall policy of the Parks and Recreation Department is to allow as many groups or 

organizations use of the facility as possible.  If conflicts arise, the Department will use its 

discretion in making reservations that promote the widest public use of the facility.  This policy 

may affect Friday through Sunday use especially. 

 

A one-hundred dollar ($100.00) cash security deposit will be held at the Parks & Recreation 

office for each Zbierski House reservation until verification of clean up.  

 

There will be a maximum of 20 parking spaces allotted with any Zbierski house rental at a cost 

of $5.00 per vehicle when the beach is officially open. During the summer season, rentals on 

Saturday, Sunday and Holidays will be limited to one (1) party during hours of operation (8am-

6pm) and for one (1) party after 6:00 pm. 

   

  Group 1 City, Town, State, and Federal Government Groups: 

    Example: Beach and Park Committee, EPHD Committee. 

         No fee 

Group 2 Civic, Charitable or Non-Profit Groups: 

 Example: AA, Church group, Quilters Club, EPPOA. 

 $25.00 for three hours 

Group 3 Individual Private Parties: 

 City Resident:  $25.00 per hour 

 Non-resident:  $50.00 per hour 
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Group 4 Businesses: 

 City:     $ 50.00 per hour 

 Outside City:              $100.00 per hour  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the 2014 City of Groton  

Recreation Department User Fees. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-39. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis said he has concerns regarding the free walk-in policy that is being proposed. 

He feels there might be another solution for the non-resident property owners who don’t have a 

local ID.  He has concerns about the parking outside the beach and wondered how many would try 

to park outside and walk in rather than pay the $65.00 fee for a pass. 

Mayor Galbraith stated there are resident only and limited non-resident parking signs on many of 

the streets outside the beach property. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis proposed an amendment to the resolution. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Dempsey seconded an amendment to keep the walk-in fee 

as it appears in the 2013 User fees: 

City Residents    FREE              Valid Driver’s license/ City ID card 

 

Non-residents 5 years of age and older $5.00 

 

All City residents 17 years of age or older who are walking or bicycling into the beach will be 

allowed entry for no charge provided they present current proof of City residence with picture ID.  

Resident’s that do not have a picture ID can show a current lease agreement or tax bill and can 

obtain a picture ID at the Parks and Recreation Office.  Any City residents between the ages of 10 

and 17 can walk or bicycle into the beach without charge with proof of residence which may be in 

the form of an ID bracelet provided free of charge and available at the Parks and Recreation office. 

 

Councilor Ilvento said this has been discussed at length and there is plenty of signage for parking.  

He said the policy can be revisited again next year once they see how the season worked out. He 

said the Beach & parks committee discussed this and revenue was the least of the concerns. 

Councilor Hedrick asked if this is passed as the original motion can a change be made later. 

Mayor Galbraith said they could but it would create a lot of confusion. 

There was further discussion on the use of bracelets and the Police Department having to spend 

additional time patrolling for illegally parked cars. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Ms. Hill to explain. 

Ms. Hill stated there are families who jointly own property but don’t live here and it created a lot 

of issues for them and their family members to walk into the beach. 

Councilor Ilvento said they wanted to bring a sense of community back to the beach. 

Councilor Hedrick said the beach & parks Committee held a public input session and took time to 

discuss all of the comments that came out of it. he said they took all the suggestions and found a 

way to implement some changes with a good faith effort. 

There was further discussion as to whether there might be another was to solve the non-resident 

property owner issues and accountability of the use of bracelets. 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote on the amendment. 
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FOR                                                       Against 

Councilor Dempsey                                 Councilor Ilvento 

Councilor Gerrish                                    Councilor Sheffield 

Deputy Mayor Jervis                               Councilor Hedrick 

 

Mayor Galbraith said she had some concerns as well on how the guest pass rule would be 

addressed. She said before casting a vote to break the tie she wondered if there was a way to have 

the Beach & Parks Committee look at it again. 

Ms. Hill said they will meet this coming Wednesday and can bring it up under Other Business. 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a motion to table this until the April 21, 2014 meeting. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to table R-14-4-39 until the 

April 21, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. 

Motion carried 5-1-0. 

FOR  AGAINST 

Deputy Mayor Jervis                              Councilor Ilvento 

Councilor Dempsey 

Councilor Sheffield 

Councilor Hedrick 

Councilor Gerrish  

 

R-14-4-40 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

RULES AND REGULATIONS AT EASTERN POINT BEACH FOR THE 

YEAR 2014 

   

WHEREAS, Eastern Point Beach is for the use and enjoyment of City of Groton residents and 

non-resident City of Groton taxpayers and others; and 

 

WHEREAS, rules and regulations must be established and enforced for the health, safety and 

welfare of all City of Groton residents and non-resident City of Groton taxpayers and others; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following rules and regulations are to be effective for Eastern Point Beach for the 

Year 2014:  

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

(Subject to change at any time during the season) 
 

Eastern Point Beach is for the use and enjoyment of City of Groton residents and non-resident City 

of Groton taxpayers and others. 
 

*For purposes of this document, City resident shall mean; City residents or City taxpayers whose 

registration does not show a City of Groton address. 

 

A. Hours 
 

Park hours posted 5:30 am to 11:30 pm 

Lifeguards on duty 8:00 am to 6:00 pm, daily. 

Beach Patrol on duty 6:00pm to 8:00pm, daily 
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B. Vehicles: 
 

Vehicles eligible to enter Eastern Point Beach will be as follows: 
 

Registered passenger vehicles not exceeding 12 passenger capacity 

Pick-up trucks 

Motorcycles 
 

Trailers, mobile homes, etc. are prohibited. 
 

C. Parking Permits: 

All fees are non-refundable 

Seasonal Rates: 

 City Residents/City Taxpayers 62 years old and older* $10.00 

 City Resident/City Taxpayer       30.00 

 Non-resident 62 years old and older*      45.00 

 Non-resident         65.00 

      Special Pass City resident/City taxpayer 62 years and older**   10.00 
 
 

* To be eligible for this rate, an individual must be 62 years of age on or before Labor Day. 
 

**(Available only to a City resident with no motor vehicle in the household determined on 

a case-by-case basis by the Director of Parks and Recreation) 

 

New parking permits will be issued by the showing of a current and valid motor vehicle 

registration.  City of Groton residents or City taxpayers whose registration does not show their 

City of Groton address must show proof of residence (examples: electric bill or current lease 

agreement).  The permit must be adhered to the driver’s side of the vehicle on the inside of 

the windshield.  The permit on the vehicle must match the registration number of the vehicle it 

was purchased for. 

 

D. Replacement of Pass: 

If your pass needs to be replaced due to purchase of a new vehicle, replacement of windshield 

or any other reason, you must bring in the old pass.  Lost passes require the purchase of a new 

pass. 

 

E. Daily Rates: 

Weekday       $10.00 

Weekends/Holidays*     $20.00 
 

*The holidays are July 4
th

 and Labor Day. 

 

(Starting at 6:00 p.m. daily there will be no charge for entrance to the beach, except during 

Special Events.) 
 

F. Bus Trips: 
 

Bus trips are limited to no more than three (3) per day.  Reservations are required in advance 

by contacting the Parks and Recreation office at 446-4128.  The charge for buses will be  
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$100.00 per bus per day, but does not permit the bus to park on the property.  There will be no 

charge for City of Groton Recreation program buses. 

 

G. Temporary parking permits: 

 

A temporary parking permit is available free of charge for current parking permit holders 

whose vehicle is in the repair shop for up to of five (5) days.  These permits are available by 

bringing a written statement from the repair shop, written on their letterhead, which details 

which vehicle is being repaired and the number of days the vehicle will be in the shop.  Letters 

are to be presented at the Parks and Recreation office Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 

4:30 pm to request the temporary parking pass. 

 

H. Walk-ins: 

All walk-ins  Free of Charge 

Children ten (10) years of age or younger must be accompanied by a person at least twelve (12) 

years of age to gain admittance to use the beach property. 

 

I. Military Families 

Families of crew members of submarines returning home or departing may be allowed access 

to Eastern Point Beach at no cost to view the boats only when the Parks and Recreation Office 

is notified in advance by the designated personnel on the Sub Base via email alert. 

 

J. Fishing 

 

An area at the far end (northwest end) of parking area is open to fishing.  Fishing on any other 

area of beach property is prohibited.  

 

K. Parking 

 

1. All motorized vehicles (as defined in eligibility Rule B) require a season permit to gain 

entrance to the beach.  The permit must be adhered to the driver’s side of the vehicle 

on the inside of the windshield.  Motorcycles must laminate pass and display to gate 

attendant each time they enter Beach property. 

 

2. All vehicles must be parked in the designated parking spaces in the parking area.  Do 

not park along yellow curbing or yellow striped area. 

 

3. No vehicle parking or standing allowed in any part of the entrance driveway (strictly 

enforced). 

 

4. Drop-offs and pick-ups must be done in the designated Loading Zone white curbing 

area (strictly enforced). 

 

5. Parking permit does not guarantee a parking place.  Parking will be limited to City of 

Groton residents and non-resident taxpayers when the parking lot reaches 85% of 

capacity. 
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L. Rules and Regulations 

 

1. Dressing or undressing will only be permitted in the restroom areas. 

 

2. No profanity, obscenities or vulgarity, spitting, towel snapping or fighting is allowed on 

Beach property. 

 

3. No throwing of stones, sand or other objects is allowed on beach property. 

 

4. Children ten (10) years of age or younger must be accompanied by a person at least 

twelve (12) years of age to gain admittance to use the beach property. 

 

5. Animals/Reptiles will not be permitted on beach property or in any vehicle entering 

beach property at any time.  (Except for service dogs and the goose patrol dog). Per 

City Ordinance 199: Section 1 (b):  Presence on beaches.  No pet leashed or unleashed 

shall be allowed on public owned beaches in the City.  Any person who violates this 

Ordinance shall be subject to a $50.00 fine for each violation.   

 

6. No gambling on beach property. 

 

7. No running is permitted on sandy beach area. 

 

8. No climbing walls. 

 

9. Ball playing and kite flying are prohibited on the beach or Tyler House lawn. 

 

10. No crockery, glassware or picnicking is allowed on sandy areas. 

 

11. Scuba diving is only permitted on the Thames River side of beach property.  Wind 

surfing, canoes, sunfish, and jet skis are restricted to the beach area in front of Zbierski 

House. 

 

12. No tents or screens allowed on the sandy beach area or Tyler House lawn.  Small child 

cabanas are permitted, but must not restrict the view of others to water. 

 

13. No swimming/wading off the rocks, breakwater or parking lot area.  Where posted, 

patrons are to keep off the rocks 

 

14. No alcoholic beverages will be allowed anywhere on the Eastern Point Beach property 

unless a Special Permit for the Sale or Consumption for Alcohol at the Zbierski House 

has been granted by the Director of Parks and Recreation. 

 

15. No patrons should set up blankets or towels in front of the lifeguard stand so to block 

lifeguard’s direct route to the water. 

 

16. Per City Ordinance 199:  Prohibiting smoking at the locations identified in ordinance. 

Park or recreation area shall mean any outdoor area owned or operated by the City of 

Groton and open to the general public for primary recreational purposes, regardless of  
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any fee or age requirement including but not limited to beaches, picnic areas, 

playgrounds, sports or athletic fields, bleachers, walking paths, gardens, hiking trails, 

bike paths and dog parks.  A park or recreational area shall not include any paved 

public sidewalk immediately abutting the boundary of the park or recreational area or 

any other designated (posted) area.  Any person who violates any provision of this 

Ordinance shall be subject to a fine of $120.00 per violation. 

 

17. All garbage is to be carefully put into the containers provided.  No littering allowed.   

 

18. No overnight camping on the beach property. 

 

19. Only Coast Guard Approved Personal Flotation devices are allowed, all other flotation 

devices are not allowed.  For example inflatable toys, air mattresses, boats or inner 

tubes and etc. are not allowed.  Special devices are allowed for children with special 

needs. 

 

20. No skateboards, roller-skates, roller blades, razor scooters are to be used on beach 

property. 

 

21. No bicycle riding on beach property.  Bikes must be stowed in bike racks. 

 

22. Proper beach attire is required: No thongs or “G” strings allowed.  Nudity is prohibited. 

 

23. Radios, boom boxes, etc., should maintain a volume as not to disturb others. 

 

24. During the beach season, abuse and violation of any rules, regulations, or ordinances 

listed herein may lead to loss of parking permit and/or beach privileges (subject to 

review by the Recreation Director). 

 

M. Beach Picnic Area 

 

1. Picnicking will be allowed only in designated areas.  No picnicking will be allowed on 

the sandy area of the beach. 

 

2. All cooking must be within the picnic areas. 

 

3. The use of the picnic facilities on the grounds is on a first come, first-serve basis; 

reservations of areas for clubs or organizations must be requested in writing to the Parks 

and Recreation Department.  Use of facilities for groups of more than 25 people may be 

prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

 

4. Picnic tables are distributed to benefit the general public.  Special requests can be made 

to the office for permission to move tables together for larger groups. 

 

5. All the picnic tables and grills are available to all guests at the beach on a first come 

first served basis.  Individuals that rent the Zbierski House may not ask patrons to 

vacate the area around the House.  

 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  

MINUTES 

APRIL 7, 2014 
 

N. Special Events 

  

In the event that there is a Special Event held in the area which will have an impact on the 

parking at Eastern Point Beach, the following criteria will be in place at the discretion of 

the Beach and Parks Committee. 

 

1. There will be no rental of the Zbierski House on the dates of the Special Event and any 

scheduled rain dates 

 

2. Beach Hours of Operation could be extended to 6:00 am to 10:00 pm.  There will be 

staff at the facility during these hours. 

 

3. Parking Fee will be $25.00 for those without a Season Beach Pass, no matter what day 

of the week the Special Event falls on. 

 

4. All the approved Rules and Regulations of Eastern Point Beach will be in full effect. 

 

O. Do NOT Feed the Wildlife 

 

People naturally enjoy the good feeling they get from feeding waterfowl.  They like to get close 

to them and feel that supplementing the natural diet of wild ducks and geese with corn, bread 

and other household foods helps them survive better in the wild.  But there are several things 

we should consider concerning the welfare of animals being fed: 

 

1. Artificial feeding and close human contact changes the natural behavior of wildlife.  It 

alters migrating instincts and can reduce their ability to survive in the wild.  Fed 

wildlife can get use to human presence – ultimately to their detriment from hunters, etc.   

 

The periodic welfare given to wildlife by supplemental feeding causes a difficult     

adjustment.  The periodic supplemental feeding is too often given when the wild ducks 

need it least – during the moderate weather.  When it ends abruptly, they do not have 

access to alternate food sources. 

 

2. Artificial bird food items such as bread can also cause dietary deficiencies when they 

become the primary food sources.  Research has shown that trace elements available 

only in a balanced, natural diet of wild duck foods are essential to promote good health 

in wild fowl. 

3. Large numbers of waterfowl are concentrated by supplemental feedings practices, the 

possibility of a waterfowl disease epidemic is increased.  Some parasitic, bacterial, and 

viral diseases can be spread from ducks to people and other wildlife. 

 

Feeding wild ducks “people food” is the equivalent of “junk food” welfare.  Wild ducks are 

capable of finding their own food, even in cold winter months of January and February.  In 

periods of extremely abnormal cold, biologists and conservation officers monitor the conditions 

of wild ducks, and if they need supplemental feeding, they will make that publicly known and 

do something about it. 

If you or your children enjoy feeding ducks, do it at the zoo, park, or nature center where it is 

approved. 
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 Remember: FEEDING WILD DUCKS MAY MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, BUT IT 

IS NOT HELPING THEM. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the Rules and 

Regulations at Eastern Point Beach for the Year 2014. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-40. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if the fees were part of this as well. 

Ms. Hill said they were. 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a motion to table this until the April 21, 2014 Mayor and Council 

meeting. 

Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to table R-14-4-40 until the 

April 21, 2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried 5-1-0 

FOR  AGAINST 

Deputy Mayor Jervis                              Councilor Ilvento 

Councilor Dempsey 

Councilor Sheffield 

Councilor Hedrick 

Councilor Gerrish  

 

R-14-4-41 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT 

DONATIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

BEAUTIFICATION FUND FOR THE INTERIOR RENOVATION OF THE 

ZBIERSKI HOUSE, EASTERN POINT BEACH  

 

WHEREAS, the Friends of the Zbierski House Committee has begun accepting donations to help 

with the interior renovations and continued beautification of the Zbierski House at Eastern Point 

Beach; and  

 

WHEREAS, the following donations have been received: 

 

Ronald and Margaret Stoven, $25.00 

William White, $25.00 

Florence and Nicholas Mullane, $100.00 

Sheila and George Drakeley, $25.00 

Donna Holly and Bethany Holly-Kosztala, $20.00 

Cheryl and Afthur Weeks, $20.00 

Lucille Laccetti, $25.00 

Ralph and Denise Wagner, $25.00 

Lawrence and Barbara Gerrish, $100.00 

D.A and F.R. Stafford, $100.00 

S.M. Cobb, $40.00 

Marjorie Fondulas, $25.00 

Mary Vondorster, $25.00 

Hali Keeler, $25.00 

Edward and Jeanne Martin, $50.00 

Conrad Heede, $25.00 

Sandra and James Sinkowski, $100.00 
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Susan Bergeron, $50.00 

James Streeter, $100.00 

Robert Szegda, $50.00 

Gwen McTigue, $25.00 

David and Patricia Wright, $25.00 

Margaret and Frank Adams, $100.00 

E.C. Lambert, $100.00 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept donations for the 

Community Development and Beautification Fund for the interior renovation of the Zbierski 

House, Eastern Point Beach. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-41. 

Mayor Galbraith thanked the many people who have contributed and the members of the Friends 

of the Zbierski House for all their efforts. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-42 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY APPROVE 

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO 

APPROVE INCREASES TO RETIREES PENSIONS OF THOSE WHO 

RETIRED IN 2010 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY OF GROTON 

RETIREMENT BOARD”  

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROTON: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, upon recommendation of the Retirement Board, may 

increase the benefits of retired employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has received a qualified cost estimate from an actuary; and 

 

WHEREAS, at their regular meeting held on February 27, 2014, the City of Groton Retirement 

Board recommended increasing the benefits of retired employees who retired in 2010; and 

 

 

That is: The COLA increase shall be calculated by multiplying the annualized increase in the 

Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor for the 

last available twelve (12) months by a factor of twenty-five percent (25%); however, in no event 

shall the adjustments exceed one and one-half (1.5%) per year.  This adjustment is intended to 

provide persons retired before 1990 and those who retired up until December 2010 with the same 

COLA. 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance was published in The Day, a newspaper having general circulation in 

the City of Groton on March 6, 2014 and March 7, 2014;  

 

Effective Date This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage with increases effective on or 

about March 1, 2014. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council finally approve “An Ordinance 

Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Approve Increases to Retirees Pensions of those who 

Retired in 2010 as Recommended by the City of Groton Retirement Board”. 

 

Councilor Gerrish recused himself and sat in the audience. 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-42. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis explained whom this would affect. 

Councilor Dempsey said he was not in favor. 

Motion carried 4-1-0 

FOR  AGAINST 

Deputy Mayor Jervis                              Councilor Dempsey 

Councilor Ilvento 

Councilor Sheffield 

Councilor Hedrick 

 

R-14-4-43 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY APPROVE 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ‘BULKY WASTE POLICY’ FOR THE 

CITY OF GROTON FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING BULKY WASTE 

COLLECTION GUIDELINES; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, 

PROVIDING PENALTY CLAUSE, PROVIDING PUBLICATION, AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE” 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established guidelines for controlling junk, trash, bulky waste, 

and other nuisances; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed bulky waste collection and the recommendations of staff 

regarding what types of waste are considered bulky waste for the purposes of collections; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the bulky waste collection regulations and finds 

that such changes are necessary to provide clearer guidelines regarding bulky waste collection 

services to the residents of the City of Groton;  

 

I. Definitions: 

 For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the 

following meanings, unless the context indicates otherwise:   

 

Bulky Waste: Large items of waste materials which do not fit in a trash receptacle.  This may 

include such items as appliances, furniture and brush. 

Construction and Demolition Waste: Waste building material and rubble resulting from 

construction, remodeling, repair, and demolition operations on houses, commercial buildings and 

other structures. This includes, but is not limited to, treated and untreated wood scrap or lumber,  

 

 

 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  

MINUTES 

APRIL 7, 2014 
 

sheetrock, wall board, plaster or plaster board, asphalt shingles or other roofing materials, 

fiberglass insulation, blocks or other masonry, ceramic tile, or sliding glass doors. 

Hazardous material: Freon, paint, oil or petroleum based products, batteries, pesticides, televisions, 

computer monitors and any substance or item that can be hazardous to the environment.  

 

II. Bulky Waste Pick-up 

a) Pick-ups shall be by appointment only and shall be scheduled with the Public Works 

Department one week prior to pick up.  

 

b) Pick-ups will usually be on Wednesdays.  

 

c) Items to be picked-up shall be separated into piles of the following: wood, brush, metal, 

furniture and miscellaneous. Items to be picked up must be placed at the curbside in such a way 

that they do not impede the use of travel lanes, sidewalks, driveways or adjacent properties. Items 

must be away from trees, telephone poles, wires or other obstacles. 

 

d) Items such as tree branches, brush, wood, etc. must be no longer than 8 feet in length.  

 

e) Appliance doors must be removed.  

 

f) All items for pick-up are to be placed out curbside by 7AM or 6AM (Memorial Day through 

Labor Day) but no earlier than 4 days prior to the date of pick up. 

 

g) Tires will be picked up during the special collection held two times per year – during the first 

week of April and the first week of October.   

 

h) Hazardous materials will not be picked up with trash or bulky waste, but can be disposed of at 

the annual Household Hazardous Waste Day which is determined annually by the Town of Groton. 

 

i) Regular household garbage and recyclable items will not be picked up with bulky waste. The 

following items cannot be taken with trash or bulky waste: 

 Construction and demolition materials as defined in this Ordinance  

Creosote lumber or railroad ties 

 Stumps that cannot be picked up by hand       

 Motor Vehicles and Marine Vessels   

            Carpet or carpet padding 

            Grass Clippings 

 

III. Fees 

a) The City of Groton Public Works Department may recommend bulky waste fees for approval 

by the City Council. Bulky waste fees must be paid the week before the pick-up date and are 

non-refundable. 
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b) There will be an additional fee charged per item for the following items: 

 Refrigerators  Freezers    Heat pumps 

      Air Conditioners  Dehumidifiers/Humidifers  Fluorescent Light Fixtures 

     Tires on rims  Mercury Vapor Lamp Fixtures 

 

IV. Improper Discarding of Bulky Waste Prohibited 

Discarding bulky waste items, construction and demolition materials, or hazardous materials in a 

manner that is inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance is prohibited.  

 

V. Enforcement and Violations 

a) Any authority having jurisdiction to enforce city ordinances shall have the authority to enforce 

the provisions of this article. 

 

b.) Any property’s owner, agent, tenant or person responsible for the property where a violation of 

this Ordinance exists shall be subject to a fine of $100. Each twenty-four-hour period that the 

violation of this Ordinance continues shall be considered a separate offense. 

VI. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after final passage. 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance was published in The Day, a newspaper having general circulation in 

the City of Groton on March 6, 2014 and March 7, 2014; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council finally approve “An Ordinance 

amending ‘Bulky Waste Policy’ for the City of Groton for the purpose of amending bulky waste 

collection guidelines; providing severability, providing penalty clause, providing publication, and 

providing an effective date”. 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-43. 

Mayor Galbraith said this has already been discussed at length. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if there was a way to get the information out to residents on how 

collections are made. 

Mayor Galbraith said we can send something out through The Day to City residents but would like 

to include the Blight Ordinance along with the Bulky Waste Ordinance. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis asked if it was possible to put the advertising on the sanitation trucks as TVC 

had. 

Mayor Galbraith said we can look into the costs for both options. 

Motion carried. 
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R-14-4-44 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITIALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO THE CREATION OF AN 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF 

GROTON” 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton desires to be proactive in preserving and enhancing the economic 

and physical environment of the City using all tools at its disposal; and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-136 of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended, grants any town, 

city, or borough, the right to establish, by ordinance,  an economic development commission for 

the promotion and development of the economic resources of such municipality; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-136 of the Connecticut General Statutes, there shall be created 

an Economic and Community Development Commission ("Commission") for the City of Groton 

formed for the purpose of the promotion and development of the economic resources of the city as 

follows: 

POWERS AND DUTIES  

The Commission shall generally promote, develop, preserve and enhance the economic and 

physical environment and general economic resources of the City of Groton’s business, 

commercial, industrial sectors.  Specific duties include: research into economic conditions 

and trends of the City and the formation of recommendations, programs, policies and 

procedures, plans, to improve conditions and enhance growth and development. Specific 

duties could include the creation of new or coordination of existing programs, activities, 

and opportunities to promote development and economic growth in The City.   

The Commission shall annually prepare and transmit to the Mayor and City Council a 

report of its activities, an annual budget report and a report of its recommendations for 

improving such economic conditions and development including analysis of budget impacts 

of said recommendations. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Commission shall consist of eight (8) regular members and two alternate members, 

holding no salaried or elected municipal office in the City of Groton and up to three (3) ex-

officio, non-voting members representing other interests relevant to the duties of the 

Commission. Members shall be appointed by the Mayor of the City of Groton. Terms shall 

be staggered as per CGS 7-136 and shall be for three (3) years.  The mayor shall fill any 

vacancy and may remove any member for cause. 

The Commission shall select a chairman and a secretary from its members, may adopt rules 

for the transaction of its business, and shall keep a public record of its activities.  No 

Commission member will be compensated for their service. 

 

FUNDING 

The City may annually appropriate funds for the Commission’s purposes, as allowed by CGS 

7-136.  The Commission shall be authorized to research and seek other sources of funding, 

donations and grants from sources approved by the Mayor and City Council.  The 

Commission shall be authorized to expend no municipal funds other than those appropriated 

and approved by the Mayor and City Council. 
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VOLUNTEERS/STAFF 

The Commission is authorized to enlist the volunteer services of such other members of the 

community who will assist in achieving the goals of sound economic and community 

growth. The Mayor may appoint dedicated staff to the Commission, as required.   

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall be effective upon passage;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council initially approve “An Ordinance 

relative to the creation of an Economic Development Commission for the City of Groton”. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-44. 

Mayor Galbraith said this had been discussed at the March 24, 2014 Committee of the Whole. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-45 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) MODEL YEAR 2014 FORD F150 

4X4, ONE (1) MODEL YEAR 2015 F250 4X4 AND ONE MODEL YEAR 

2015 FORD F550 4X4 DUMP TO BE PURCHASED FROM CROWLEY 

FORD, LLC, 225 NEW BRITAIN AVENUE, PLAINVILLE, 

CONNECTICUT, FOR PRICES OF $22,858.42 (TWENTY-TWO 

THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY-EIGHT DOLLARS AND FORTY-

TWO CENTS), $24,734.39 (TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN 

HUNDRED THIRTY-FOUR DOLLARS AND THIRTY-NINE CENTS) AND 

$43,878.60 (FORTY-THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY-

EIGHT DOLLARS AND SIXTY CENTS) RESPECTIVELY FOR A TOTAL 

COST OF $91,471.41 (NINTY-ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 

SEVENTY-ONE DOLLARS AND FORTY-ONE CENTS) TO BE PAID 

FROM CURRENT YEAR CAPITAL FUNDS 

     

WHEREAS, the Highway Department has identified the need to purchase the replacement 

vehicles listed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Highway Department budgeted for the replacement of three vehicles over ten 

years old in the 2013-2014 City budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent requested pricing based on the needs expressed 

by Highway Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, utilizing the State of Connecticut contract #10PSX0239 awarded to Crowley Ford, 

LLC, 225 New Britain Ave,  Plainville, Connecticut, is judged by the City Purchasing Agent to be 

the most advantageous pricing for the City, 

  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 

purchase of one (1) model Year 2014 Ford F150 4X4, one (1) model year 2015 Ford F250 4X4 and 

one (1) model year 2015 Ford F550 4X4 Dump to be purchased from Crowley Ford, LLC, 225 

New Britain Avenue, Plainville, Connecticut for a price of $22,858.42 (Twenty-Two Thousand 

Eight Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Forty-Two Cents), $24,734.39 (Twenty-four Thousand 

Seven Hundred Thirty-Four Dollars and Thirty-Nine Cents) and $43,878.60 (Forty-Three  
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Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Eight Dollars and Sixty Cents) Respectively for a total cost of 

$91,471.41(Ninety-One Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-One Dollars and Forty-One Cents) to be 

paid from current year Capital Funds. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-45. 

Mayor Galbraith said this had been discussed at the March 24, 2014 Committee of the Whole. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4- 46 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE A POLICY AND GUIDELINES WITH RESPECT TO A 

WASHINGTON PARK BALL FIELD SPONSORSHIP BANNER PROGRAM 

SUBJECT  Washington Park Ball Field Sponsorship Banners Program 

 

PURPOSE To establish a guideline for the placement of sponsor banners on fencing at 

City owned ball fields; whereby utilization of sponsor banners on field 

fencing promotes local businesses while improving the finances of our 

approved ballfield user groups to enhance and develop City of Groton sports 

programs and facilities. 

 

APPICABILITY This guideline permits seasonally placed sponsorship banners at the 

Washington Park facility only.  All leagues will be responsible for the 

operations of their own Sponsorship Banner Program including:  

approaching businesses to sell sponsorships, collecting and tracking 

revenues and expenses, ordering and placing the signs, taking down the 

signs and all applicable aspects of this document.  The signs to be displayed 

must by installed and taken down without any damage to the field fencing; 

Leagues will be financially responsible for any damage to ball field fencing. 

 

POLICY 

Section I  

     Location/Term Washington Park ballfield outfield fencing only.  All signs must face inward 

towards the field.  Signs may be displayed from opening Day until end of 

regular season (as note on submitted field permit).  Banners shall not be 

permanently affixed to City property.  Upon the prediction of a significant, 

severe storm or weather event, Leagues may be asked to take down the 

banners as to not to damage the fence. 

 

Section II 

     Sign Size All signs will be 3’ x 5’ horizontal or similar.  All signs will be uniform in 

size, color and design and be spaced evenly apart within the length of the 

outfield fence.  The goal of this guideline is to ensure a clean, neat, uniform 

and orderly placement of sponsor banners. 

 

Section III 

      Sign Materials All signs are to be made of vinyl only. 
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Section V 

      Sign Verbiage No derogatory, offensive or profane remarks or wording either direct or 

indirect. 

 Sponsorship banners may contain the company name, slogans and logos. 

 

Section VI 

Restricted Business Product advertising, tobacco, alcohol and adult business advertising 

or promotion is prohibited.  Promotions of political candidates, 

politicians or campaigns are also prohibited. 

 

Section VII 

Approval All signs including size, color, materials, wording, logos and picture 

must be submitted for approval to the Parks and Recreation Director 

prior to signs being made or installed.  The City makes no guarantee, 

implied or otherwise that signage approval will be automatic or 

continuous.  It shall be the responsibility of the league seeking 

sponsorships to confirm that signage space is available and will be 

approved by the City.  The City of Groton has the authority to review 

and refuse any sign submission.  The City of Groton reserves the 

right to refuse or prohibit what they deem inappropriate. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorize and Approve a policy 

and guidelines with respect to a Washington Park Ball Field Sponsorship Banner program. 

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-46. 

Mayor Galbraith noted the concerns Mr. Kamercia had regarding color. 

There was a discussion on changing the color requirement while maintaining final approval. 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to amend R-14-4-46 to remove the 

words color and design from Section II, Sign Size 

Section II 

     Sign Size All signs will be 3’ x 5’ horizontal or similar.  All signs will be uniform in 

size, and be spaced evenly apart within the length of the outfield fence.  The 

goal of this guideline is to ensure a clean, neat, uniform and orderly 

placement of sponsor banners. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Ms. Hill what design referred to. 

Ms. Hill said it was for uniformity. 

Amendment carried. 

Motion as amended carried. 

 

R-14-4-47 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES’ MANAGEMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF GRANULAR ACTIVATED CARBON (GAC) 

FOR FILTER NUMBER THIRTEEN (13) AT THE WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT TO CALGON CARBON CORPORATION, 500 CALGON CARBON 

DRIVE, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, IN THE QUOTED AMOUNT OF 

FIFTY-FOUR THOUSAND, FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS AND NO 

CENTS ($54,450.00) TO BE PAID FROM THE APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 

2013-2014 WATER DIVISION NON-BONDED CAPITAL 
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WHEREAS, Water Treatment Plant staff has identified necessary continuing requirements to renew the 

Granular Activated Carbon (GAC) in filters in the Water Treatment Plant, and 
 

WHEREAS, testing revealed that filter number 13 is at levels that require future maintenance; and 

 

WHEREAS, Calgon Carbon Corporation is the preferred vendor for the project; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on March 26, 2014, the City of Groton Utilities Commission 

voted to authorize Management to issue a purchase order for the purchase of granular activated carbon for 

filter No. 13 at the Water Treatment Plant to Calgon Carbon Corporation, 500 Calgon Carbon Drive, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the quoted amount of $54,450.00, to be paid from the approved fiscal year 

2013-2014 Water Division Non-Bonded Capital funds, and furthermore, that the City Council be apprised 

of this action with the recommendation that it concur; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities’ 

management to issue a purchase order for the purchase of granular activated carbon for filter number 

thirteen (13) at the Water Treatment Plant to Calgon Carbon Corporation, 500 Calgon Carbon Drive, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in the quoted amount of Fifty-Four Thousand, Four Hundred Fifty Dollars and No 

Cents ($54,450.00) to be paid from the approved fiscal year 2013-2014 Water Division Non-Bonded 

Capital. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-47. 

Mayor Galbraith said this has already been discussed. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-48 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ESTABLISH A 

POLICY FOR FUNDING AND GRANTING DONATIONS  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established a Community Development and Beautification 

Fund which accepts both designated and undesignated donations designated for the development 

and beautification of our City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council may, from time to time, wish to make donations to support the 

social, cultural, and educational interests of the City of Groton; and 

 

WHEREAS, each fiscal year $5,000 of the undesignated monies in the Community Development 

and Beautification Fund shall be made available for the purpose of making such donations; and  

 

WHEREAS, requests for donations shall be made in writing to the Mayor and shall include the 

amount requested and explain how the request benefits the social, cultural or educational interest of 

the City of Groton; and 

 

WHEREAS, the funds kept for donations should not be used to increase expenditures of 

individuals, organizations, clubs or agencies that are funded by the Town of Groton; however, the 

City Council shall have the discretion to consider such requests; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amount of the fund designated for donations should not be used for routine 

budgetary needs; and 
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WHEREAS, no request shall be for more than 20% of the amount kept for donations and no 

individual, organization, agency or club shall make more than one request in a fiscal year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the request shall be voted on by the Mayor and City Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, this resolution shall replace Resolution 02-2-4, 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council establish a policy for funding 

and granting donations. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-48. 

Mayor Galbraith went over the original policy of funding this each year. She said by doing this it 

would take it out of the budgetary process. We would have to annually ensure we have $5000.00 

and it would allow for a request for a donation of up to $1,000.00. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-49 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE A DONATION OF $1000.00 (ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 

NO CENTS) TO AVERY-COPP HOUSE, 154 THAMES STREET, GROTON, 

CONNECTICUT 

 

WHEREAS, the Avery-Copp House has applied for an Historic Preservation Technical Assistance 

Grant (HPTAG) from the CT Trust for Historic Preservation to develop a site plan to help increase 

visitation and better provide for free programming for the Groton Public School system; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is expected, if approved, the HPTAG will contribute to one-half of the cost for the 

plan, however, the Trust prefers to see partnerships and other income sources for the matching 

funds portion of such projects;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve a 

donation of $1000.00 (One Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to Avery-Copp House, 154 Thames 

Street, Groton, Connecticut.   

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-49. 

Mayor Galbraith said the Avery Copp House is seeking matching grants for donations. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-4-50 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY TO CONTRACT WITH BL COMPANIES, 

INCORPORATED, 355 RESEARCH PARKWAY, MERIDEN, 

CONNECTICUT, FOR ARCHITECTURAL AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR THE PARK DESIGN IMPROVEMENTS AT 343 AND 353 

THAMES STREET, GROTON FOR A COST OF $32,500.00 (THIRTY-

TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS), TO BE 

PAID FOR BY BOND PROCEEDS 
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WHEREAS, the area between the new retaining wall, (part of the Thames Street Project) and the 

seawall (to be replaced with a combination of FEMA and City of Groton funds) will require 

engineering and architectural services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton has evaluated and contracted with BL Companies for on-call 

engineering and architectural services; and 

 

WHEREAS, BL Companies has provided a fixed price fee for this project; and   

 

WHEREAS, competitive bidding is not required when professional services are being contracted 

for; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

to contract with BL Companies, Incorporated, 355 Research Parkway, Meriden, Connecticut, for 

Architectural and Civil Engineering Services for the Park Design Improvements at 343 and 353 

Thames Street, Groton, for a total cost of $32,500.00 (Thirty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 

and No Cents), to be paid for by Bond Proceeds. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-14-4-50. 

Mayor Galbraith said this from the 2012 Bond Fund and will pay for the engineering for the 

bulkhead. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 

 

APPROVED: 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


