
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Gerrish recognized former employee Guido Apicelli who passed away this past week.  

He said he worked for Groton Utilities and part time for the Police Department and was a 

dedicated employee. 

Mayor Galbraith said she was told he was a kind and considerate man who is fondly remembered 

by many employees here. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the October 8, 2014 

Special Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento attended the Beach & Parks Committee meetings on October 8
th

 and the Council 

Group II Committee meetings on October 14
th

.  He announced the Veteran’s Day ceremony at 

West Side Middle School would be Friday, November 7
th

 and said if anyone on  active duty or 

veterans are  interested in participating they should call him at 860-449-5630. He said the details 

will be on the West Side web site as of October 21
st
 www.groton.k12.ct.us/wsms 

He gave a Council Group II, Parks & Recreation Committee report:  

REFERRAL ITEM # 6 PROPOSED EASTERN POINT BEACH FEES  

Discussion: Ms. Hill distributed copies of the 2014 EPB Rules & Regulations to the committee 

members to begin the annual review.  

Action: none. 

 

 

 

http://www.groton.k12.ct.us/wsms
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REFERRAL ITEM # 16 BEACH AND PARKS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS    

FOR THE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR EASTERN POINT BEACH    

Discussion: Ms. Hill distributed copies of the 2014 EPB Rules & Regulations to the committee 

members to begin the annual review. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 17 BEACH PASSES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES AT       

THE SAME COST AS CITY RESIDENTS 

Discussion: There was some discussion on discounting the beach pass rate for employees to the 

City resident rate.  There was a discussion on the information and research Councilor Ilvento 

shared on the topic.  

Action: The committee will prepare an official recommendation to present to the Council on this 

matter. 

He said the discussion included information that the initial reason employees were allowed the 

option of a pass at the resident rate is because the beach was only open to City residents at that 

time. There was never a written policy on it. He said it will be part of the discussion for the Beach 

& Parks Committee in their annual review of fees but for now will remain the same. 

Councilors Sheffield and Hedrick agreed with Councilor Ilvento as they see no identifiable need to 

change it. 

Councilor Dempsey attended the Council Group I Committee meetings on October 14
th

 and had no 

Council Group I Public Works Committee report. 

Councilor Sheffield gave a Council Group II Community Development Committee report: 

REFERRAL ITEM #12 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE             

Discussion: City Planner, Barbara Goodrich was present at the meeting. She discussed the 

estimated costs to repair the building.  The committee must determine how much they are willing 

to spend, the future use of the building and possible ways to secure income through rentals.  

Councilor Ilvento will post an online survey to request feedback from the community as to what 

the City of Groton should do with the building. 

Action: None. 

There was some discussion on the survey that had been written previously and will be posted 

online soon. 
Councilor Hedrick gave a Council Group I I Finance Committee report:  
REFERRAL ITEM #29 CHANGES TO ORDINANCES #167  
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION       
Discussion: They discussed Ordinance 167, Section 2-2.4 contradicts Section 2-1.5.  The 
committee recommends revising the language in Ordinance 167 to make both sections consistent. 
If the Harbor Management Commission has a current project planned they should approach the 
Mayor & Council with the cost for discussion. 
Action: Revise the language in Ordinance 167 Section 2-2.4 to state: “Fees shall be collected by 
the Harbor Master and deposited to the Harbor Management Fund of the City of Groton.” 
There was some discussion on the language change.  
He noted he attended the October 16

th
 Joint City/Town Highway Task Force meeting. 

Councilor Gerrish gave a Council Group I Public Safety Committee report: 

Referral Item # 21 Roadside Basketball Hoops     

Discussion: They discussed the issues of basketball hoops in the road and Ordinance #6, Materials 

on Streets and City Property.  They feel the ordinance should be revised to be applicable for 

necessary enforcement. 

Action: Councilor Dempsey moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 21 to 

the next committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 
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Referral item #22 Use Of Golf Carts On Public Streets                    
Discussion: There was a discussion on State Statute existing regulating the use of golf carts, CGS 14-300G 

Action: Councilor Dempsey moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to move Referral Item # 22 to 

the next committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 
He noted he attended the October 16

th
 Joint City/Town Highway Task Force meeting. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis gave a Council Group I Economic Development Committee report: 

Referral Item # 3  REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE  

Discussion: The committee discussed the attached resolution. 

Action: Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Gerrish seconded to move the attached resolution 

for Referral Item #3 to the next committee of the Whole meeting.  Motion carried. 

He thanked City Planner Barbara Goodrich for her help and Councilor Hedrick for his assistance. 

He noted he attended the October 16
th
 Joint City/Town Highway Task Force meeting. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Finance Director Yuhas attended the Council Group II, Finance Committee meeting October 14
th
. 

Mayor Galbraith said in response to a request at the last meeting she is distributing copies of 

communications from Docko, Inc and Coastline Consulting regarding the piers, concrete foundation and 

slabs at the waterside Costa property, 353 Thames Street.  Also included is the proposals for Phase I & 

Phase II for the Survey and Waterside Structure Evaluation for 353 Thames Street from Coastline 

Consulting.  She said they are not bids because they are under the $10,000.00 threshold. She asked if 

anyone wanted to make a motion to amend the agenda to include this. 

There was no motion. 

She asked if everyone could be available for a 7:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole meeting next week due to 

the presentation to the Council and Utilities Commission by Bright Fields. She also asked the Councilors to 

email to her their preferred email address for communications. 

She distributed a letter for an FOI and copies of the requested materials regarding monies paid and services 

provided to the new company and owners of TVC.  Included in the information are invoices and activity 

statement  of payments from TVC for services provided to TVC.  She noted that an FOI was not necessarily 

the most prudent way to obtain this information.  She said anytime a Councilor is approached by a resident 

with concerns about City business and or practices they have a responsibility and a duty to bring it here to 

the Council so it can be discussed and the necessary information can be obtained. She said an FOI request 

can require far more man hours than a request at a Council meeting. She asked Finance Director Yuhas to 

explain the time and man hour difference. 

Mr. Yuhas said a request for information that can be as simple as a report being run will be far less costly 

than an FOI for cancelled checks and other documents to fulfill the FOI. 

Mayor Galbraith went over some of the information provided and what the payments are for. She said it was 

a disservice to the residents and the City as well as a dereliction of duty to not bring concerns to the Council 

to discuss publicly and will put undue costs on the City for an FOI request by a Councilor. 

Councilor Dempsey said he was happy with the information provided tonight and feels his request has been 

fulfilled. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Utilities Director Paul Yatcko to come and sit at the table for any questions the 

Councilors may have for him. 

Mr. Yatcko said he was available to speak to any of them by calling the Mayor’s office to set it up. 
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Councilor Ilvento said when he was first appointed to the Council he had full cooperation for any requests 

for information from City Clerk Patrick, the Mayor’s office and Mr. Yatcko’s office.  

Mayor Galbraith said they often know the easiest way to obtain the information requested. 

There was further discussion of FOI requests and when they have been denied. 

Councilor Dempsey said he asked for this so City residents would know how much money was truly spent. 

Mayor Galbraith said if this was asked publicly it would have been addressed. 

Mr. Yatcko said there were post- closing adjustments that were always known to be a probability.  He said 

more than one year after the closing it was finally settled up and that nothing was hidden. 

There was further discussion on the payments and liabilities that were known at the time of sale and  those 

unknown after the time of sale.  

Councilor Dempsey asked if it would be possible to get a final number of the cost to the City for the sale of 

TVC.  

Mayor Galbraith attended a meeting with Fire Chief Delia and the Town Council to discuss Pilot Funds on 

October 14
th
, a meeting related to bringing parts of the USS Groton back on October 15

th
, a GBA meeting at 

the Avery Copp House the morning of October 16
th
 and the Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Dinner that 

evening. On October 19
th
 she attended the Power Of Purple rally, and met with Norwalk Marine on the 20

th
 

and they expect to begin the bulkhead project soon.  She said the bids for the Colonel Ledyard building are 

out. 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

Finance Committee- Review of the Bids Process for Professional Services 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-14-10-118 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT 

DONATIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY EVENTS AND BEAUTIFICATION 

FUND  

 

WHEREAS, the following donations have been received by the City of Groton: 

 

Bill Memorial Library, Avery-Copp House and Friends of Fort Griswold – Mother Bailey 

House, $380.00, 

Marian Galbraith - $45.00; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept donations for the 

Community Events and Beautification Fund. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded to approve R-14-10-118. 

Mayor Galbraith said this is for the Mother Bailey House and undesignated funds. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-10-119 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO PURCASE ONE (1) TRACKLESS 

MT6 TRACTOR UNIT WITH ATTACHMENTS FROM C. N. WOOD OF 

CONNECTICUT, LLC, 25 BERNARD ROAD, NORTH HAVEN, 

CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $141,550.00 (ONE HUNDRED 

FORTY-ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS AND NO  
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 CENTS) TO BE PAID FOR BY CURRENT FISCAL YEAR CAPITAL 

EQUIPMENT FUNDS 

     

WHEREAS, the City currently has two of these machines which get extensively used year round 

for mowing and snow removal; and 

 

WHEREAS, one unit is over 25 years old and has been identified for replacement in the capital 

replacement plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is able to utilize the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’s competitively bid 

contract # FAC71 with very favorable pricing;    

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

of Groton to purchase one (1) Trackless MT6 tractor unit with attachments from C.N. Wood of 

Connecticut, LLC, 25 Bernard Road, North Haven, Connecticut for a total price of $141,550.00 

(One Hundred Forty-One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from 

current fiscal year capital equipment funds. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-10-119. 

Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed and voted on during the budget process and the funds set 

aside. 

Councilor Dempsey asked Mr. Yuhas to explain the Commonwealth of Massachusetts bid list. 

Mr. Yuhas said Purchasing Agent Dave McCord will search for the best price not only in 

Connecticut, but elsewhere. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-14-10-120 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINT KATE 

MCCLAIN TO THE ESTABLISHED “YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE” 

 

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Youth Advisory Committee established by the Mayor and 

Council at its regular meeting of February 4, 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kate McClain wishes to serve and has been recommended for appointment by the 

Mayor; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoint Kate McClain to the 

established “Youth Advisory Committee”. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-14-10-120. 

Mayor Galbraith gave some background on Ms. McClain and said she has a strong desire to 

contribute to the youth in our community. 

Motion carried. 
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X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


