
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
    MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors Keith Hedrick, 

Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento and City Clerk Debra Patrick.   

Excused: Councilor David Hale, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and Finance Director Michael 

Hillsberg. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the March 4, 2013 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Hedrick attended the Economic Development Committee meeting on March 6
th

 where 

Ct Main Street did a presentation, the Group II Finance Committee meeting on March 11
th

 (see 

committee report below) and the Poquonnock Bridge Fire District meeting on March 13
th

 where 

Mayor Galbraith spoke to the members regarding the City ladder truck. He participated in the St. 

Patrick’s Day parade in New London on March 17
th

. 

Councilor Hedrick gave a report of the Group II Finance Committee. The following is an excerpt 

from the minutes of the referral Items discussed at that meeting. 
REFERRAL ITEM #23   FEE STRUCTURE FOR BULKY  
WASTEPICKUP                                                                               11/5/12 
Discussion: Discussed the deletion of this item and refer to Council Group I Public Works 
Committee. 
Action: Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to delete Referral item 
# 23. Motion carried. 
REFERRAL ITEM #24 ORDINANCE ON FINES, CURBSIDE BULKY  
WASTE w/o APPOINTMENT                                                                   11/5/12 
 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  

MINUTES 

MARCH 18, 2013 
 
Discussion: The committee discussed tabling this issue until the Public Works Committee in 
Council Group I revises Ordinance #149 to establish the process for bulky waste pickup. They  
would like to include how residents notify the Public Works Department they have a pickup, the 
waiting period for pickup and who would enforce the ordinance.  
Tim Umrysz said he has contacted habitual offenders by registered letter to get them to comply 
with the rules. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy said the information is available on the City web site and some people are 
just not following the rules. 
Action: None. 
 
Councilor Ilvento attended the Group II meetings (see committee report below)  and reported the 
Community Development Committee will begin work on a questionaire to determine what 
residents would like to see as a dedicated use for the Mother Bailey House. He siad Deputy Mayor 
Duffy, Councilor Hedrick and City Planner Goodrich will assist in developing the questionaire. He 
said there will be a beach cleanup day in conjunction with Earth Day April 27

th
 from 9:00 a.m. -

12:00 noon.  They would like to have lots of volunters to help get the beach ready for the start of 
the beach season. He participated in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in New London and thanked then 
for being so welcoming to us. He announced the Multicultural dinner at WSMS the coming 
Wednesday, march 20

th
  from 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. and hoped to see many of the families there. He 

also invited the Mayor and Councilors.  
Councilor Ilvento gave a report of the Group II Community Development Committee. The 

following is an excerpt from the minutes of the referral Items discussed at that meeting. 

REFERRAL ITEM #10 COMMUNITY BUILDING EVENTS 

/BEAUTIFICATION                                                                       6/6/11 

Discussion: The committee will work in conjunction with the P & R Department to have a beach 

cleanup day during the month of April in preparation for the beach season. 

Action: Councilor Ilvento spoke with P&R Director Mary Hill to discuss the event and setting a 

date in conjunction with Earth Day. A date along with details will be provided for the public soon. 

REFERRAL ITEM # 11 CITIZEN RECOGNITION PROGRAM   10/17/11 

Discussion: Councilor Ilvento said he is continuing to research and develop the idea to discuss by 

the next meeting. 

Action: None. 

REFERRAL ITEM #12 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE             5/4/12 

Discussion: The committee discussed ways of getting public input of the use of the property. The 

committee agreed that a survey is the best way to accomplish this. 

Action: Councilor Ilvento will formulate questions to be forwarded to Deputy Mayor Duffy and 

Councilor Hedrick along with the appropriate City officials. 

 

Councilor Jervis attended the Group II meetings on March 11
th

 and the Poquonnock Bridge Fire 

District meeting on March 13
th

. 

 

Councilor Gerrish attended the Group II meetings March 11
th

 where the issues regarding bulky 

waste were discussed. 

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy said she was unable to attend the BOE Liaison Committee meeting but did 

have the following from the minutes to report. She said they are still discussing playing fields and 

the budget and there will be a BOE meeting March 28
th

 at the Senior Center. She said there was 

discussion on turning Fitch Middle School over to the Town of Groton and the next meeting will 

be April 3
rd

. she attended the Group II meetings March 11
th

 (see report below), the Beach & Parks 

Committee March 13
th

 where they discussed the beach cleanup on Earth Day. She said there is a  
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flyer out with more details on the event. She said there was an update on the Zbierski House and 

concrete work at the beach has begun.  The Friends of the Zbierski House meet monthly and are 

actively looking for donations to help pay for the interior renovations.  She said they will hold a tag 

sale in June for that purpose. She participated in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in New London and 

agreed they were very welcoming. She participated in the Dancing With the Stars for the Groton 

Education Foundation and although she and her husband didn’t win, they had lots of fun. She said 

the GEF raised $8,000.00 with the event.  

Deputy Mayor Duffy gave a report of the Group II Parks & Recreation Committee. The following 

is an excerpt from the minutes of the referral Items discussed at that meeting. 

Referral Item #14 Non-Smoking (All Parks) 

Discussion: Discussed fines and consulted with Chief Davoren and State of CT Superior Court 

infractions schedule. 

Action: Deputy Mayor Duffy will continue consultation with Chief Davoren about ordinance fines 

through the centralized infractions bureau. 

Referral Item #15 Dogs/Pets at Eastern Point Beach  

Discussion: Discussed fines and consulted with Chief Davoren and State of CT Superior Court 

infractions schedule. 

Action: Deputy Mayor Duffy will continue consultation with Chief Davoren about ordinance fines 

through the centralized infractions bureau. 

 

City Clerk Patrick participated in the St. Patrick’s Day parade and agreed the crowd was very 

welcoming to them. 

 

Mayor Galbraith along with, with Paul Yatcko and Herb Cummings, attended a meeting with Navy 

representatives on Public Public Partnerships. She said they discussed ways to partner with other 

public agencies.  She said Bob Yust will attend the City Department Heads meeting Tuesday, 

March 19
th

 to discuss this further. That same evening she attended the Economic Development 

Committee meeting and said CT Main Street presentation was great. On March 7
th

 she attended a 

meeting with the Sub Vets Memorial Committee to discuss the work that needs to be done there.  

She said the maintenance will continue on that very important site. On March 10
th

 she attended the 

final cabaret concert of the season. She attended the Friends of Zbierski House meeting to discuss 

the interior renovations to be done.  She said the exterior work bids are out and are due to be 

opened Tuesday March 19
th

.  She said she expects the work will be very expensive.  

Deputy Mayor Duffy said the bid packages were very complicated due to the number of different 

aspects of work that needed to be done. 

Mayor Galbraith attended a meeting March 14
th

 regarding the sewer lining and water main repairs 

on Thames Street so it can be done in conjunction with the road construction. She said there was a 

pre-bid meeting March 15
th

 for Thames Street and those bids should be ready to vote on by April 

15
th

.  On March 16
th

 she attended an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Victor Calle.  She said that it 

is very gratifying to see youth strive to reach their potential. On March 17
th

 she participated in the 

St. Patrick’s Day parade in New London.  

Mayor Galbraith distributed and went over calendars highlighting the important dates for the 

budget schedule.  She asked for input from the Councilors on how they would like to handle the 

budget presentations. She said since there would be at least 2 new members of the Council 1 week 

prior to  when the budget had to be approved they would have to determine how best to have 

everyone prepared to make an informed decision and vote on it. 
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There was discussion that they should all hear the department presentations on their budget and 

any new members could come in over that week prior to the approval date. There was further  

discussion that they should be televised so residents can also see the budget presentations. There 

was discussion that any member of the public could be present at these meetings as well. 

Clerk Patrick said she would speak to Shawn Greely about opening up a few time slots for the 

budget presentations.  

They decided to invite the department heads throughout April for early meetings prior to the 

regular meetings. 

Mayor Galbraith said she has received communications from both St Sophia’s Hellenic Orthodox 

Church and more recently Donate Life to fly flags for their respective organizations. 

There was some discussion that we should develop a policy for this rather than allow some flags 

and then not allow others.  

Mayor Galbraith asked if they would like this to go to committee or to be handled by staff. 

They agreed to allow staff to develop a policy. 

There was some discussion on who is responsible for flying flags. 

They agreed the person should have some knowledge of the appropriate way flags are to be flown. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

Councilor Hedrick referred Ordinance #149 to Public Works to review resolution R- 04-10-67. 

He said the Ordinance doesn’t address Bulky Waste but the resolution does. 

Public Works Committee- Fee Structure For Bulky Waste Pick-Up 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-3-33 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

PLACEMENT OF A MEMORIAL PLAQUE AT EASTERN POINT BEACH 

IN HONOR OF ANDREW ILVENTO, JR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

PROCEDURES FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF BEACH AND PARKS 

MEMORIALS, AS APPROVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

WHEREAS, the nephew of Andrew Ilvento, Jr. has requested that a memorial plaque be placed on 

a bench at Eastern Point Beach to honor his uncle’s memory; and 

 

WHEREAS, Andrew was a lifelong resident of the City of Groton and spent most summers 

patronizing and enjoying Eastern Point Beach; and 

 

WHEREAS, the request was made to the Director of Parks and Recreation and has received the 

approval of the Beach and Parks Committee;  

 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the placement of a 

memorial plaque at Eastern Point Beach in honor of Andrew Ilvento, Jr. in accordance with the 

Procedures for Consideration of Beach and Parks Memorials, as approved by the Mayor and 

Council. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-13-3-33. 
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Deputy Mayor Duffy said a communication was reviewed by the Beach & Parks Committee to 

have a plaque attached to an existing bench at the beach in memory of Councilor Ilvento’s uncle. 

Councilor Ilvento thanked Director Hill, the Beach & Parks Committee members and the Council 

for approving this.  It means a lot to him and his family. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-3-34 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINT MEMBERS 

TO THE ESTABLISHED “YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE” FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF ADVISING THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ON ISSUES 

RELATED TO THE COMMUNITY’S YOUTH 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on February 4, 2013 the Mayor and Council approved the 

establishment of a Youth Advisory Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Youth Advisory Committee is to  

 assess the needs of the community’s youth,  

 identify existing resources available to meet those needs,  

 make recommendations to the Mayor and Council on actions the City can take either on its 

own or in conjunction with other organizations to meet the unmet needs of the community’s 

youth; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was identified that the committee will consist of members with specific skills, 

expertise and interests toward reaching the goals as defined by the committee, including but not 

limited to City residents, and representatives may change from time to time based on the focus of 

the committee as follows: 

 

Jessica Pavent     Angel Aybar 

Jason Silva     Andy Ilvento 

Bea Jeannette     Celeste Duffy 

Sandy Easton     Bobby Harris 

Cindy Morrison     Juliette Parker 

Kim Grant      

    

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoint members to the 

established “Youth Advisory Committee” for the purpose of advising the Mayor and Council on 

issues related to the Community’s Youth. 

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-3-34. 

Mayor Galbraith said the individuals on this committee all have a vested interest and interaction 

with youth in our community through either schools, youth organizations and some, as parents. She 

said some are City residents and the membership of the committee may change from time to time 

as needed.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith showed a video/virtual tour about the City of Groton that is available to watch on 

the City of Groton web site www.cityofgroton.com that shows all that we have to offer here to 

residents and  

 

http://www.cityofgroton.com/
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visitors. She thanked many individuals, residents and employees, for participating in the making of 

the video. 

 

XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

  

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to adjourn.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


