
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting at order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors Keith Hedrick, 

Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Councilor Hale and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Ilvento recognized Jordan Panucci on his appointment as the head football coach at 

Fitch Senior High School.  He said Jordan is well deserving of the opportunity and is very invested 

with working with our youth through football and as a City recreation summer employee. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy recognized Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett for her extensive service to the City 

of Groton and the City Democratic Committee.  She was honored at a dinner April 7
th

. 

Mayor Galbraith congratulated City Building Official Carlton Smith on his appointment to the 

Codes and Standards Committee by the State Department of Construction Services. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the April 1, 2013 Special 

Committee of the Whole minutes. Motion carried 4-0-1 with Councilor Hedrick abstaining. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the April 1, 2013 Mayor 

and Council minutes.  Motion carried 4-0-1 with Councilor Hedrick abstaining. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the April 8, 2013 

Special Mayor and Council minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve the April 8, 2013 

Special Committee of the Whole minutes. Motion carried. 
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VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Hedrick attended the Council Group II meetings April 8
th

, Town Council budget 

meeting April 9
th

 and the RTM Finance Committee April 10
th

. He attended the commemoration 

ceremony for the 50
th

 anniversary of the loss of the USS Thresher and the 113
th

 birthday of the 

submarine force April 14
th

. 

Councilor Ilvento attended the Group II meetings April 8
th

, the commemoration ceremony for the 

50
th

 anniversary of the loss of the USS Thresher April 14
th

.  He received the donation request from 

Alyson Cabral who is participating in the Hike For Heroes. The proceeds will benefit the first 

responders in Newtown involved in the Sandy Hook tragedy. He spoke to residents on Triton Place 

who are concerned about parking issues.  He said they would like to have resident parking only due 

to the cars that are parked there from workers at EB. He said residents on School Street have 

concerns regarding a vacant building at the corner. He said since this is the last Mayor & Council 

meeting before the election he wanted to say thank you for the time he has been on the Council.  

He said it has been productive and meaningful.  He thanked City Clerk Deb Patrick for providing 

him with the information he requested in order to have a broader knowledge of matters that 

happened prior to his time on the Council. He also thanked former Councilor Amy Moncy for all 

the work she had begun on the Community Development Committee. 

Councilor Jervis attended the Town Council budget meeting April 9
th 

and the commemoration 

ceremony for the 50
th

 anniversary of the loss of the USS Thresher and the 113
th

 birthday of the 

submarine force April 14
th

. 

Councilor Gerrish attended the Town Council budget meeting April 9
th 

and the commemoration 

ceremony for the 50
th

 anniversary of the loss of the USS Thresher and the 113
th

 birthday of the 

submarine force April 14
th

. He attended the GREAT graduation at WSMS and the WSMS chorus 

concert at Fitch High School.  He also attended a chorus concert at East Haddam High School. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy attended the Group II meetings and met with Chief Davoren to discuss fines 

and reported to the Parks & Recreation Committee. She will have the ordinances for the 

Committee of the Whole meeting next week for discussion. She attended the Beach & Parks 

Committee meeting April 10
th

 where they were given a report on the work that has been completed 

at the beach. She said the walls are repaired, the sidewalks are in and the stantions are in also. She 

congratulated Director Mary Hill for all the work that has been done. She reported that a request 

from the Shennecossett Yacht Club was received by the Beach & Parks Committee to purchase 

beach passes to give to boaters who use their facility so they can come to the beach. She said no 

decision was made but that there would be further discussion. She attended the recognition dinner 

for Janice Waller-Brett on April 7
th

.  She said this will be her last Mayor & Council meeting and 

wanted to say thank you, it has been a wonderful experience. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the recognition dinner for Janice Waller-Brett and said it was well 

deserved.  She attended the commemoration ceremony for the 50
th

 anniversary of the loss of the 

USS Thresher and the 113
th

 birthday of the submarine force April 14
th

. She attended the spring 

conference for the CT Town Clerk’s Association April 3
rd

 -5
th

 and said, as always, it was very 

educational. 

Finance Director Hillsberg said they went out for the bonds for electric and water and renegotiated 

the TVC bonds for a better rate. He said the Moody’s rating has been upgraded from AA3 negative 

outlook to AA3 stable and is hopeful it will improve to AA2 over time.  

Mayor Galbraith has been meeting with Ledgelight, the owners of Bufords and Good To Go to fill 

the need for offering fresh produce in the City.  She said they all met with the United Way on April 

3
rd

 and have come up with some possible options.  They will discuss with St John’s Christian  
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Church the possibility of having a mobile food pantry at their location, selling the vegetables for 

consignment at Good To Go or a farmers market on the weekend at Buford’s. She was a judge at a 

Spelling Bee at the Marine Science Magnet School and attended the installation of officers at the 

Elks.  She congratulated Doreen McCue on becoming the Exalted Ruler and members of the Berns 

family for taking on leadership roles as well. She attended 3 GREAT graduations, 2 at WSMS and 

1 at Sacred Heart School. She talked about the cuts made by the Town Council to the submitted 

budgets for the City Highway and Police Departments. She said they did this despite the fact the 

City submitted a lower request than last year. She said the RTM Finance Sub-Committee 

recommended restoration of the Police Department cuts at their meeting April 11
th

 and appeared on 

the Tom Santos Show that same day. On April 12
th

 she attended the ribbon cutting for Norm’s 

Diner and is pleased to have it open again. Also on April 12
th

 she met with former State Senator 

Cathy Cook, Sean Coleman, owner of Grossman’s Seafood and John Niekrash to discuss holding 

Operation Lobster Dinner at Washington Park in July.  She said the proceeds of this event benefits 

Vessels For Vets. She attended the commemoration ceremony for the 50
th

 anniversary of the loss 

of the USS Thresher and the 113
th

 birthday of the submarine force April 14
th

 and the Change of 

Command for Rear Admiral Breckenridge April 15
th

.  She wanted to remind people to plan to 

come help clean up Eastern Point Beach April 27
th

 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. She said at the 

next meeting they will honor those outgoing elected officials, Deputy Mayor Duffy, Councilor 

Hale and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett.  She said she wanted to say thank you tonight to her friend 

Celeste Duffy for serving as her Deputy Mayor. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

Deputy Mayor Duffy made the following report for the Group II Parks & Recreation Committee: 

Referral Item #14 Non-Smoking (All Parks) 

Discussion: Discussed fines.  

Action: Proposes a $120.00 fine for smoking infractions to go to the April 22, 2013 Committee of 

the Whole meeting. 

 

Referral Item #15 Dogs/Pets at Eastern Point Beach  

Discussion: Discussed fines. 

Action: Proposes a $90.00 fine for dog control infractions to go to the April 22, 2013 Committee of 

the Whole meeting. 

 

Councilor Ilvento made the following report for the Group II Community Development 

Committee: 

REFERRAL ITEM #12 MOTHER BAILEY HOUSE             5/4/12 

Discussion: Councilor Ilvento met with City Planner Goodrich and based on her recommendations 

he prepared the questions. The committee discussed and reviewed the survey on public input for 

use of the Mother Bailey House.  Councilor Ilvento is hopeful the public input on the survey will 

help them to establish the use for the property and allow them to apply for grant funding to support 

the project. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy and Councilor Hedrick asked about the positioning of the questions.  Deputy 

Mayor Duffy asked to add an expectations list for people to check off and suggested adding a 

question if people are willing to serve on the committee to work on the project. 

Action: Councilor Ilvento will update the survey based on the discussion and suggestions and 

forward onto the Mayor, City Planner, Councilor Hedrick and Deputy Mayor Duffy. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-4-42 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITIALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE FOR CITY OF GROTON BUILDING 

PRESERVATION” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GROTON: 

 

WHEREAS, This Ordinance is adopted under authority of C.G.S. § 29-406(b) 

 

A. Its purpose is to establish a waiting period before a demolition permit may be granted for 

commercial and industrial structures of the size hereinafter described.  The Ordinance is intended 

to promote and protect the public safety and health and environmental and general welfare of the 

City of Groton, its residents and taxpayers: (1) by establishing a process whereby the owners of 

buildings of the characteristics described herein will be informed of the benefits of preservation, 

rehabilitation, and reuse of such buildings and structures, and (2) by providing a period of time for 

all interested parties to consider alternatives to demolition and to examine the impact of demolition 

on the environment and to ensure that the property can be redeveloped in the future.  

 

B. No permit for the demolition of any commercial or industrial building or structure which 

totals 5000 square feet or more, or of any part of such a building or structure, shall be issued until 

the following requirements are satisfied: 

  

 (1) The filing of an application for a demolition permit with the Building Official upon 

a form provided by the Building Official, which form shall contain, in addition to such other 

information as may be required, the name and address of the owner of and the address of the 

building/structure to be demolished.  The application for demolition permit shall include a 

narrative statement of all alternatives to demolition considered by the applicant. 

 

(2) The demolition plan shall include the plan for the removal of asbestos, lead paint, 

heavy metals.  There must also be a plan for handling fugitive dust and air emissions, worker 

safety requirements, treated wood and chemical products, mercury, PCBs, used electronics and 

batteries, air condition and refrigeration units (CFCs and HCFCs), contaminated equipment, 

structures, or soils, including Phase I and Phase II site investigations prepared by a licensed 

environmental professional, and underground tanks for fuel storage. The applicant must also 

submit a detailed plan to the town outlining how they intend to maximize the recapture, reuse, and 

recycling of construction and demolition debris (including for example, wood, steel, wallboard, 

concrete, brick, etc.) and the identification of the disposal site(s) for any materials not reused. 

 

 (3) Publication by the Building Official of notice of the demolition permit application 

in a newspaper having a substantial circulation in the Town and City of Groton.  The notice shall 

be published within seven days of the filing of the demolition permit application.    
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 (4) Notification by mail by the Building Official, within seven days after the filing of 

the demolition permit application, of any organization concerned with the preservation of 

structures within the municipality and any organization concerned with the environmental impact 

of the demolition of such structures. To be entitled to notification under this provision, any such 

organization shall register with the Building Official and indicate a desire to be notified of 

demolition permit applications affecting its area of concern, and such registration must be renewed 

annually each January 1 following the initial registration. Provided, however, that the Building 

Official may send notices to any unregistered, non-governmental entity (or potential tenant or 

purchaser of the building at issue) he believes might have an interest in preserving the 

building/structure.   

 

 (5) Notification by mail, by the applicant, within seven days following the filing of the 

demolition permit application, of the owners of all property adjoining the property on which the 

building/structure to be demolished is located.  The identity of the owners entitled to notification 

under this provision shall be those adjoining property owners as shown on the then current Town 

of Groton Assessor’s Map.   

 

 (6) The completion of a waiting period of 90 days following the filing of the application 

for the demolition permit, provided that no waiting period shall be required if the Building Official 

determines that the condition of the structure is such that the delay of its demolition would pose 

significant risks to public safety.   

 

C. This Ordinance shall apply to any demolition permit application filed after its effective date 

and to any demolition permit application pending as of its effective date, provided that as to any 

pending application, the waiting period shall be reduced by the number of days that the application 

was pending as of the effective date of this Ordinance.   

 

D. The requirements, powers, and procedures under this Ordinance are in addition to the 

requirements, powers, and procedures of and the authority granted the City of Groton and the City 

of Groton Building Official by the statutes and regulations of the State of Connecticut, including 

without limitation the requirements, procedures, powers and authority prescribed by Connecticut 

General Statutes sections 29-401 through 29-415, inclusive, and by the Charter and Ordinances of 

the City of Groton. 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall be effective upon passage;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Initially Approve “An 

Ordinance for the City of Groton Building Preservation”. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-42. 

Mayor Galbraith said this is similar without the emergency clause.  She said after speaking with 

DEEP it is a good permanent ordinance for the City. She said that the DEEP would be the outside 

group overseeing it is followed. 

Councilor Ilvento said he has heard from several people from the neighborhood around Pfizer and 

they are very pleased with this. 

Motion carried. 
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R-13-4-43 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE AGREEMENT ENTITLED “FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL 

AGREEMENT TO THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT DATED DECEMBER 8, 

2009 BETWEEN THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND THE CITY OF 

GROTON FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, INSPECTION AND 

MAINTENANCE OF THE BRIDGE STREET STREETSCAPE” AND THAT 

MARIAN K. GALBRAITH, MAYOR, BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE 

THE AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton entered into an agreement, No. 12.4-02(09), dated December 8, 

2009 and entitled “Agreement between the State of Connecticut and the City of with the State of 

Connecticut for the Construction, Inspection, and Maintenance of the Bridge Street Streetscape”; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of the project as indicated in the Original Agreement, increased; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut has made additional funds available to the City of Groton to 

reimburse the City for the additional costs it has incurred, requiring an amendment to the Original 

Agreement; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorize and Approve the 

agreement entitled “First Supplemental Agreement to the original Agreement dated December 8, 

2009 between the State of Connecticut and the City of Groton for the Construction, Inspection and 

Maintenance of the Bridge Street Streetscape” utilizing Federal Funds under the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Public Law 111-5 (hereinafter “ACT”) and that Marian 

K. Galbraith, Mayor, is authorized to execute the Agreement.  

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-43. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Planner Barbara Goodrich to address this. 

Ms. Goodrich said the funding was a combination.  If costs went over the original ARRA funding 

we could go back to the DOT for additional money. She said the cost to the City is about $8,000.00 

and the DOT funding up to $700,000.00. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked who maintains Bridge Street. 

Ms. Goodrich said the City takes care of the area where all the plantings were done. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-4-44 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AWARD THE 

CONTRACT TO LAYNE INLINER, LLC, FAIRFIELD, MAINE FOR THE 

CLEANING AND LINING OF 30-INCH REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE 

SEWER MAIN AND 18-INCH VITRIFIED CLAY PIPE SEWER MAIN ON 

THAMES STREET FOR THE TOTAL QUOTED PRICE OF $239,110.00 

(TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND, ONE HUNDRED TEN 

DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM 2012 SEWER BOND 

FUND, AND FURTHERMORE THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. GALBRAITH 

BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACT 
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WHEREAS, Management advertised a request for formal bids for the cleaning and lining of 30-

inch reinforced concrete pipe sewer main and 18-inch vitrified clay pipe sewer main on March 12, 

2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, based upon the evaluation of the bids received, Management recommended that the 

City of Groton Water Pollution Control Authority award the contract to Layne InLiner, LLC, 

Fairfield, Maine for the cleaning and lining of 30-inch reinforced concrete pipe sewer main and 18-

inch vitrified clay pipe sewer main on Thames Street for the total quoted price of $239,110.00 

(Two Hundred Thirty-Nine Thousand, One Hundred Ten Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from 

2012 Sewer Bond Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that at its special meeting scheduled April 15, 2013, the Water 

Pollution Control Authority will vote to award the contract to Layne InLiner, LLC, Fairfield, 

Maine for the cleaning and lining of 30-inch reinforced concrete pipe sewer main and 18-inch 

vitrified clay pipe sewer main on Thames Street for the total quoted price of $239,110.00 (Two 

Hundred Thirty-Nine Thousand, One Hundred Ten Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from 2012 

Sewer Bond Fund; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council award the contract to to Layne 

InLiner, LLC, Fairfield, Maine for the cleaning and lining of 30-inch reinforced concrete pipe 

sewer main and 18-inch vitrified clay pipe sewer main on Thames Street for the total quoted price 

of $239,110.00 (Two Hundred Thirty-Nine Thousand, One Hundred Ten Dollars and No Cents) to 

be paid from 2012 Sewer Bond Fund, and furthermore that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be 

authorized to execute the contract. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-44. 

Mayor Galbraith said this was just discussed at the WPCA meeting. She asked if there were any 

additional questions for Mr. Valentini. 

Councilor Gerrish said it was well presented. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-4-45 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO AWARD THE THAMES STREET 

REHABILITATION PROJECT CONTRACT TO B & W PAVING AND 

LANDSCAPING, LLC, 70 FOSTER ROAD, WATERFORD, 

CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL OF $4,679,373.70 (FOUR MILLION, SIX 

HUNDRED SEVENTY-NINE THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 

SEVENTY-THREE DOLLARS AND SEVENTY CENTS) TO BE PAID FOR 

FROM FUNDS OF THE TOWN OF GROTON BONDED FUNDS FOR 

THAMES STREET     

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton solicited bids for the Thames Street Rehabilitation Project based 

on the engineered plans of Milone and MacBroom, Incorporated, 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, 

Connecticut; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent reviewed with the specifications and materials for repair 

with Milone and MacBroom, Incorporated and the City of Groton Highway Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is deemed to be in the best interest of the City to select the lowest responsible 

bidder, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent recommends the award to B & W Paving and 

Landscaping LLC; and 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

of Groton to award the Thames Street Rehabilitation Project contract to B & W Paving and 

Landscaping, LLC, 70 Foster Road, Waterford, Connecticut for a total of $4,679,373.70 (Four 

Million, Six Hundred Seventy-Nine Thousand, Three Hundred Seventy-Three Dollars and 

Seventy Cents) to be paid for from funds of the Town of Groton Bonded Funds for Thames Street. 

 

Councilor Jervis Moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-45. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Bill Lewis, Highway Department and Dave McCord, Purchasing Agent to 

address this. 

Mr. Lewis said the project has been in the works for about 12 years.  He went over the projected 

progression of the project and said the contractor has enough manpower to work from each end of 

the street simultaneously.  

Mr. McCord said they will be able to use some local sub-contractors also. 

Mr. Hillsberg said it was a unanimous decision to use this contractor. 

Mr. McCord said they were all in agreement this was the preferred contractor and he went over 

the local sub-contractors that will be used. 

Councilor Hedrick said it will be great to get started. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if the work will match up to the work already done on Bridge Street 

for a seamless flow. 

There was some discussion on the transition from Bridge Street to Thames Street. 

Mr. McCord said Milone & MacBroom did the design for both projects so they are already 

familiar with it. 

Councilor Gerrish said it’s important for the committee feel good about the choice in awarding 

the contract and asked what the timeframe might be for the work. 

Mr. Lewis said they have a 270 work days with a planned winter shutdown that has been agreed 

upon. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed with Councilor Gerrish and is happy to see some local people being 

brought in on the project.  He said the timeframe makes sense.  

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if the things that might be dug up would be maintained for historical 

value. 

Mr. Lewis said there is too much deterioration in all likelihood. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if there was a start date. 

Mr. Lewis said the contractor is ready to go May 1
st
. 

Councilor Ilvento asked what they will do about traffic. 

Mr. Lewis said there is already a plan in place. 

Motion carried. 
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R-13-4-46 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL APPROVE 

THE AWARDING OF AUDITING SERVICES FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 

2012 TO JUNE 30, 2013 TO MCGLADREY & PULLEN, LLP, ONE 

CHURCH STREET, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT TO BE PAID FROM 

CITY, ELECTRIC AND WATER GENERAL FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing agent solicited, at the direction of the Finance Director, 

proposals for auditing services; and 

 

WHEREAS, McGladrey & Pullen, LLP submitted the lowest qualified bid; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing agent and Finance Director recommend this award; and 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council approve the awarding of 

auditing services for fiscal year July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 to McGladrey & Pullen, LLP, One 

Church Street, New Haven, Connecticut to be paid from City, Electric and Water General Funds. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-46. 

Mayor Galbraith said we have had this same firm the last 3 years. 

Mr. Hillsberg said we have a 5 year bid with them and the State requires we approve the contract 

each year. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-4-47 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A 

DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $100.00 (ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

AND NO CENTS) FROM MARIAN GALBRAITH, 771 SHENNECOSSETT 

ROAD, GROTON, CONNECTICUT FOR THE COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

WHEREAS, Marian Galbraith would like to donate $100.00 to the City of Groton for continued 

community development and beautification of projects in the City of Groton;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation in the amount 

of $100.00 (One Hundred Dollars and No Cents) from Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road, 

Groton, Connecticut, for the Community Development and Beautification Fund. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-47. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked Mayor Galbraith for her donation. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-4-48 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT 

WITH EAST CONSTRUCTION, LLC, 412 MAPLE AVENUE, 

UNCASVILLE, CONNECTICUT FOR THE INSTALLATION OF 

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE BATHROOMS AND OTHER INTERIOR 

MODIFICATIONS AT THE FIRE HEADQUARTERS, BROAD STREET, 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $15,714.30  
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 (FIFTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FOURTEEN DOLLARS AND 

THIRTY CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM BONDED CAPITAL FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the City Fire headquarters has no handicapped bathroom facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent solicited bids for the construction and installation of 

appropriate facilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the bid from East Construction, LLC was the lowest bid without contingencies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent and Deputy Fire Chief recommend this contractor; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

of Groton to enter into a contract with East Construction, LLC, 412 Maple Avenue, Uncasville, 

Connecticut, for the installation of handicapped accessible bathrooms and other interior 

modifications at the Fire Headquarters, Broad Street, Groton, Connecticut for a total price of 

$15,714.30 (Fifteen Thousand Seven Hundred Fourteen Dollars and Thirty Cents) to be paid from 

bonded Capital funds. 

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-48. 

Mr. McCord said there are no handicapped accessible bathrooms at the firehouse and no bathrooms 

upstairs at the current time. He went over how many bid packets went out and how many were 

returned. He said they decided against the lowest bidder due to the contingencies it contained.  The 

second low bid was favorable and had all the required specifications. He said GU will do the 

electrical work and all new sheetrock and ceilings would be installed.  

Deputy Chief Cunningham said this is an ongoing project and they want this phase completed. 

Motion carried. 

 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss possible litigation to include Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and Attorney Tim Bates. 

Motion carried. 

Executive Session commenced at 8:15 p.m. 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to exit Executive Session. 

Motion carried. 

Executive Session ended at 9:02 p.m. 

  

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to amend the agenda to include 

resolution R-13-4-49.  Motion carried. 

 

R-13-4-49  RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL REQUEST MEDIATION 

FOR RESOLUTION OF A DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 

GROTON AND THE CITY OF GROTON REGARDING HIGHWAY FUNDS 

FOR FY2014 
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WHEREAS, the City of Groton Charter states that a committee of three (3) City Councilors shall 

be appointed annually to confer with the Town of Groton Council to determine the amount of 

money which shall be necessary and proper for the making or repairing of the streets and highways 

of said Town within the limits of the City during the current fiscal year of the City (being the fiscal 

year for which the highway budget is being determined); and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Charter also states that in the event of disagreement, the amount 

shall be determined by a committee of three (3) composed as follows: one (1) appointed by the 

Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Transportation or deputy, one (1) appointed by 

the Groton Town Council, and one (1) appointed by the Mayor with the approval of the Council of 

the City of Groton. The sum determined shall be paid by the Town into the treasury of the City, 

and the Town shall not be liable to make or repair any street or highway within the limits of the 

City; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.5 of the Charter or the Town of Groton recognizes the obligation of the 

Town not to impair the charters of constituent municipalities of the Town, including the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to their respective charters, the Town has consistently provided budget 

funding for the making and repairing of roads of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 9, 2013, the Town of Groton Council cut the City of Groton’s Highway 

Fund request by $342,179; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton believes that these funds are necessary for the making and 

repairing of streets and highways; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council request mediation for resolution 

of a disagreement between the Town of Groton and the City of Groton regarding highway funds 

for FY 2014.  

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-4-49. 

Motion carried. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


