
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, 

William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg 

and City Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Mike Boucher, 16 Hillside Avenue asked a number of questions that he had previously asked and 

submitted in January. He noted that 2 former TVC employees had been present in the Executive 

Sessions for TVC and those same employees are now working for Groton Utilities since the sale. 

He reiterated his questions regarding Dave Lee and the hours he worked as well as the results of 

the consulting job he was paid for. He mentioned the motion and vote for the contracts given to 

Mr. Lee.  

Jay Dempsey, 22 South Prospect Street spoke regarding the email he sent Councilor Hedrick dated 

February 19
th

. He said he had not yet received answers to some of his questions.  He asked about 

employees of TVC being given jobs with Groton Utilities. He asked why the 2 positions weren’t 

posted in house or on the City website for employees and advertised in the paper.  He said it is a 

departure from standard practice and goes against the equal opportunity employment standards in 

the City of Groton. He said he was disappointed that Mayor Galbraith and Finance Director 

Hillsberg convinced the Council to vote to waive the bidding process for a $250,000.00 contract 

for construction administration and inspection for the Thames Street project. He said this should 

have gone to bid to allow local firms the opportunity. He went on to talk about the number of 

Executive Sessions the 2 employees sat in on. He asked who was paying for the unemployment 

benefits of those employees not retained after the sale. His final comments were on the CAFR on 

the City web site where the following statement appears: Groton Utilities manages 3 types of 

services, electric, water and cable television.  All continue to perform beyond expectations and 

work to enhance its reputation. He asked how the Mayor and Council would interpret that 

statement. He said in his humble opinion it is misleading. 

The full comments can be listened to on an audio CD available in the City Clerk’s office. 
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V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Mayor Galbraith said if they want to see any more documents they should submit an FOI. She said 

she wanted to clarify that the majority of the members of the Utilities Commission would have to 

approve the motions made, not just 1 person as has been mentioned a number of times.  

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the February 19, 2013 

Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the February 25, 2013 

Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Hale had no report. 

Councilor Hedrick had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Councilor Hedrick if the questions in the email of February 19
th

  received 

from Mr. Dempsey had been answered already. 

Councilor Hedrick said some had. 

Clerk Patrick read from the minutes of the February 19
th

 meeting where Councilor Hedrick 

addressed some of the questions. 

He said he did address the question regarding the Thames Street project waiver for bid when the 

resolution was read. 

Councilor Gerrish attended the Eastern CT Chamber annual meeting on February 28
th

. 

Councilor Jervis attended the Eastern CT Chamber annual meeting and the City of Groton 

Retirement Board meeting on February 28
th

  

Councilor Ilvento thanked City Clerk Patrick for all her assistance in moving some scheduled 

events around in order to secure the auditorium for the WSMS promotion ceremony.  He said due 

to weather they had to change the date and there were conflicts on the new date. He announced the 

Multicultural Dinner at WSMS March 20
th

 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Treasurer Waller-Brett attended the O’Brien Strings cabaret concert. 

Finance Director Hillsberg reported they will be refunding and refinancing the bonds for TVC next 

month and there will be a rating review next week. 

City Clerk Patrick said she went to Pleasant Valley Elementary School to read to a kindergarten 

class for Read Across America March 1
st
. 

Councilor Hedrick said the request for salaries, benefits, medical and pension for the 2 employees 

in question had not been addressed. 

Mayor Galbraith attended a meeting with Congressman Courtney and local police departments to 

discuss the complexities of providing a safe environment in our schools, gun regulation and mental 

health issues. She met with the Town of Groton EDC to discuss the concept of “economic 

gardening”.  She said it is a way to work with existing businesses to help them grow. On February 

25
th

 she attended the Claude Chester DARE program and thanked Deputy Mayor Duffy for 

attending the Sacred Heart DARE program on February 26
th

. She said the bid specs are on the City 

web site for the Thames Street reconstruction project and the Highway and Police Department 

budgets have been delivered to the Town of Groton. She attended the Family Math Night at CKMS 

on February 27
th

 and read to 2
nd

 graders at CKMS on March 1
st
 for Read Across America. She 

attended the Court of Honor for Tyler Holman who cleared a lot out and placed benches in a spot 

on Thames Street as his Eagle Scout project. She said he did a wonderful job and created a nice  
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spot to sit along the water. She attended a meeting with the COG Executive Committee and 

Children 1
st
 Groton to discuss a collaboration with the City Parks & Recreation Department to add 

a literacy component to the Summer Playground program.  She said gently used books would be 

collected and can be dropped off here at the Municipal Building.  She said they will also put  

babysitter kits together.  She announced the City Easter Egg Hunt here at the Municipal Building 

Saturday, March 30
th

 at 10:00 a.m. and the last cabaret concert of this year will be Sunday, March 

10
th

 at 3:00 p.m. featuring Jack Madry.  She thanked Mary Hill and Frank Winkler for all their 

efforts to put on this cabaret series each year. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-3-30 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL GRANT AN 

EXTENSION OF LICENSE AND WAIVE THE SECURITY DEPOSIT TO 

ROBERT AND PATRICIA GARCIA, DBA EASTERN POINT BEACH 

CONCESSION, 11 AVON PLACE, MYSTIC, CONNECTICUT, TO 

OPERATE A REFRESHMENT FACILITY AT EASTERN POINT BEACH 

FOR THE 2013 SEASON 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2 of the Eastern Point Beach Agreement states that said term may be 

extended each one (1) year if the licensee gives written notice of said extension and all financial 

and/or other obligations from the prior year have been satisfied; and 

 

WHEREAS, Robert and Patricia Garcia, dba Eastern Point Beach Concession, have notified the 

City of Groton that they wish to extend their license and waive the $1,500.00 security deposit; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council grant an extension of license and 

waive the security deposit to Robert and Patricia Garcia, dba Eastern Point Beach Concession, 11 

Avon Place, Mystic, Connecticut, to operate a refreshment facility at Eastern Point Beach for the 

2013 season. 

 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-3-30. Motion carried. 

 

 

R-13-3-31 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE RETIREMENT OF POLICE OFFICER RONALD 

JENKINS FROM THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

EFFECTIVE JULY 31, 2013  

 

WHEREAS, Police Officer Ronald Jenkins has informed the Mayor of his intent to leave his 

position with the City of Groton Police Department by reason of retirement effective July 31, 2013; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the 

retirement of Police Officer Ronald Jenkins from the City of Groton Police Department effective 

July 31, 2013. 
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Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-3-31. 

Mayor Galbraith said there were a number of officers who had reached the point in their lives 

where they were eligible and ready to retire.  She said they, along with Officer Jenkins, have all 

been valued employees and wished them all the best. Motion carried. 

 

R-13-3-32 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITIALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCIL TO APPROVE INCREASES TO RETIREES PENSIONS  OF 

THOSE WHO RETIRED IN 2009 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY OF 

GROTON RETIREMENT BOARD”  

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROTON: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, upon recommendation of the Retirement Board, may 

increase the benefits of retired employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council will receive a qualified cost estimate from an actuary; and 

 

WHEREAS, the authorization was approved by the City of Groton Retirement Board at their 

regular meeting held on February 28, 2013 for those retired employees who retired in 2009; and 

 

That is: The COLA increase shall be calculated by multiplying the annualized increase in the 

Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor for the 

last available twelve (12) months by a factor of twenty-five percent (25%); however, in no event 

shall the adjustments exceed one and one-half (1.5%) per year.  This adjustment is intended to 

provide persons retired before 1990 and those who retired up until December 2009 with the same 

COLA. 

 

Effective Date This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage with increases effective on or 

about March 1, 2013. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council initially approve “An Ordinance 

Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Approve Increases to Retirees Pensions of those who 

Retired in 2009 as Recommended by the City of Groton Retirement Board”. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-13-3-32. 

Mayor Galbraith said due to an error the legal posting of the initial reading wasn’t published so 

they were doing the initial reading again to get the process going. Motion carried. 

 

XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

  

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

 Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


