
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors Keith Hedrick, 

Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City 

Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Councilor David Hale and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Kelsi Ursini. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Ilvento wanted to recognize 2 students from CKMS, Kelsi Ursini and Jayden Johnson,  

who were chosen from all students in Groton Public Schools to be given an award from The CT 

Association of Schools. They honor students who have excelled in the areas of visual or 

performing arts and exhibit high levels of citizenship and cooperative skills. 

Councilor Ilvento introduced Kelsi Ursini and her mother Jen Ursini.  He praised Kelsi for her 

achievements and thanked them both for being here tonight. He said Jayden and his family were 

unable to attend but offered his congratulations to them as well. 

He read the following statement about the 2 students: 

 

Kelsi has been an outstanding artist and musician since Kindergarten.  She has sung in chorus since 

second grade, played strings last year, and now plays the flute in band. She even had the lead role 

of Maria in the Nutcracker for our winter musical this year.  She is outgoing and always helpful to 

her teachers and classmates. She was nominated by her class to be Student of the Month for the 

month of December and has also earned a citizenship award from her class.  After school, Kelsi is 

involved with 2 soccer teams.  She is eager to get to work and always adds her own creative touch 

to whatever the class is working on. 

 

Jayden is a great student to have in class.  He is one of the most patient people his teacher has ever 

met.  He is a hard worker, self-motivated, very creative, always pays attention to details, and a 

great problem solver.  He sang in 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 grade chorus last year, and has played the violin in 

orchestra for the past 2 years.  He is always prepared for his lessons, comes in for extra practice 

time, and is very dedicated to the orchestra.  He is helpful, polite, and a good citizen at CKMS.  He 

was nominated for Student of the Month for the month of November by his classmates. 

Councilor Ilvento said he wanted to recognize then tonight because he believes when students do 

well it is important to acknowledge it.  He said the fact they are the only 2 students in Groton to be 

recognized says a lot about them. He believes when children are encouraged at a young age they 

continue to do good things and can encourage their classmates and later their peers. 
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IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

Charlie Ebbinghaus, 311 Poquonnock Road said he is a longtime resident and has been an 

classroom aide at CKMS and has worked closely with these children.  He said they are 2 of the 

finest young people he has ever encountered.  He said with students like them our future is in good 

hands. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Kelsi and her mom to please come forward so they could be on camera 

along with her teacher Christine Dauphinais. 

Mike Boucher, 16 Hillside Avenue said as a member of EPPOA and friends of the Zbierski House 

he was very pleased with the generous donation from the EPPOA to the fund to help with repairs at 

the Zbierski House. He encouraged other groups to get involved with this effort to help with the 

Zbierski House. He then read a list of questions relating to TVC, prior to and after the sale, and 

Groton Utilities. He mentioned there would be a yard sale to benefit the efforts to raise money for 

the Zbierski House repairs in early June. He gave Clerk Patrick a copy of those questions for the 

record and to forward to Mayor Galbraith. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve the February 4, 2013 

Mayor and Council meeting.  

Councilor Ilvento wanted to clarify that the statement in the minutes by Mayor Galbraith under 

Response to Citizen’s Petitions/Comments regarding when the Councilors found out about the 

financial state of TVC referred to the Council who was in place in January 2011. He said he and 

Councilor Gerrish were not on the Council at that time. 

Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORT 

Councilor Hedrick gave a report on the Group II Finance Committee.  The following is an excerpt 

from the minutes of the Referral Items discussed at that meeting. 
REFERRAL ITEM #23   FEE STRUCTURE FOR BULKY  
WASTEPICKUP                                                                                                 11/5/12 
Discussion: They discussed a flat fee of $20.00 per pick-up of bulky waste. There are concerns 
about mattresses and other prohibited items. 
Action: Bring to the Council a recommendation of $20.00 fee per pickup with current exceptions 
remaining in effect. 
REFERRAL ITEM #24 ORDINANCE ON FINES, CURBSIDE BULKY  
WASTE w/o APPOINTMENT                                                                             11/5/12 
Discussion: Discussed a progressive fine system beginning with a warning, then fines are enforced 
and escalated based on the number of violations and length of time waste is on the curb. They 
discussed Ordinance #149 on trash/recycling pickup that does not address bulky waste and the 
categories of fines in the ordinance. Currently there is no ordinance for fines associated with bulky 
waste violations. As part of the ordinance stipulate a form to be submitted with cash or payment by 
check. The form will identify what is not allowed and the person would sign that they understand 
the stipulations and agree to them. 
Action: Requesting assistance with the draft ordinance. 
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REFERRAL ITEM # 25  REVIEW OF CURRENT ORDINANCE IMPOSED  
FINES                                          11/5/12  
Discussion: Reviewed the list of ordinances with fines associated with them.  
Action: committee will review ordinances and edit them as needed.  They will report both at the   

next committee meeting. 
He then  read a communication he received from City resident Jay Dempsey regarding TVC, it’s  
employees before and after the sale, rumors of new positions created at Groton Utilities and the 
cost for all benefits for those positions.  
Councilor Hedrick said of the 23 employees 2 resigned,1 is in transition, there were 2 who retired, 
1 of whom was retained by TVC.  The 4 tech positions were outsourced to a sub-contractor who 
hired 1 of the techs. 1 employee was never a TVC employee and is still with GU. There are 2 
employees who are going to GU, a position in Major Accounts was created for 1 and the other will 
fill a position that has been open for quite some time.  
Mayor Galbraith concurred that the position in Major Accounts had been created.  
Councilor Hedrick said it is his understanding all employees were interviewed for employment and 
that he read that TVC is currently hiring for several positions. 
Mayor Galbraith said employment for all employees was never guaranteed but that there would be 
employment opportunities. 
Mr. Dempsey also expressed his concerns regarding R-13-2-29 that the City  
wouldn’t consider a local firm to compete/bid on the Thames Street project. 
Councilor Hedrick said he would discuss this more once the resolution is read. 
 
Councilor Ilvento gave a report on the Group II Community Development Committee. The 

following is an excerpt from the minutes of the Referral Items discussed at that meeting. 

Referral Item #9 Development of Business on Thames Street 

Discussion: The committee discussion requested that this referral item be deleted because it has 

been referred to a special committee for review and Councilor Ilvento was advised that they will be 

working to devise a plan for Thames Street Businesses.  

Action:  Committee will ask the Mayor and Council to remove this item from our current list.  

Referral Item #10 Community Building Events/Beautification 

Discussion: This was discussion on the need to engage our community in projects and activities 

they will both build and beautify our City while helping our residents become actively engaged in 

their community and with fellow residents. The idea of activities such as a beach clean up day and 

other projects were discussed. 

Action:  Councilor Ilvento will meet with the Mayor and the other appropriate City of Groton 

officials to work of the logistics of doing such an event.  

Referral Item #11Citizen Recognition Program 

Discussion: The Committee discussed establishing the following Citizens Recognition awards- 

Youth Recognition Award for residents 12 and under 

Teen Recognition Awards for residents 14-17 

Adult Recognition Awards for residents 18+ 

These awards would be given out at an event, such as City of Groton Day, once a year. 

The committee also discussed establishing a “Good Samaritan” Award that could be given out to 

nominated residents on a rolling basis at City Council Meetings or other appropriate times. There 

was a discussion about possibly naming the awards after individuals, but the committee agreed to  

name the awards “City of Groton” or “City of Groton Council” Recognition Awards. 

Action:   

Councilor Ilvento will research and draft criteria for each of the awards for the committee to 

review at their March meeting. 
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Referral Item #12 Mother Bailey House 

Discussion:  Based on our meeting with City Planner Barbara Goodrich, who stated that we need to 

establish a purpose of use for the Mother Bailey in order to be considered for future grant funding 

we would like to have the Mayor and Council consider holding a community forum and receive 

ideas and input for use of the Mother Bailey House and following that meeting establish a general 

purpose for the building. 

Action:  The committee will request that Mayor and Council hold information sessions and 

community discussion on the Mother Bailey House in the immediate future and that based on 

community input and the advice of City Planner Barbara Goodrich we would like the Mayor and 

Council to establish a general use for the building so that further grant funding can be applied for 

to help with the necessary renovations and other work.  

 

Mayor Galbraith said the members of the committee can schedule an information session. 

Clerk Patrick said they should come up with a few dates and get back to her so she can post 

notices. 

Councilor Ilvento said they would discuss this at the next Group II meeting and get back to her. 

Councilor Jervis had no report. 

Councilor Gerrish had no report. 

 

Deputy Mayor Duffy attended the Souper Supper at CKMS and thanked the business that so 

generously contributed to the event.  She said Stop &  Shop contributed a good deal of bread and 

parents brought canned goods and desserts. She said there were many delicious soups to enjoy.  

She said there was an inexpensive raffle of hand painted soup bowls done by staff members. 

She attended the Board of Ed Liaison Committee meeting where Mr. Peruzzotti went over the 

budget process.  She reported the State has made the redistricting official and the costs for 

transportation will be quite high.  She said they are hoping for some funding from the State to 

offset the costs. She reported the committee asked if the City Council has any items to discuss they 

would like to hear them. She was unable to attend the February 13
th

 Beach & Parks Committee 

meeting. 

Councilor Hedrick said the additional transportation cost could be $70,000.00 

Deputy Mayor Duffy gave a report on Group II Parks & Recreation Committee. 

The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the Referral Items discussed at that meeting. 

Referral Item # 13 Skateboard Plaza 

Discussion: Committee members and Ms. Hill discussed the pros and cons of 4 venues. 
1)       

Area by pavilions 2 & 3. Ms. Hill spoke with Town of Groton to get cost estimates.  
2)  

Area at Washington Park where City Day is held 
3)  

Municipal Building lawn 
4)  

Colonel Ledyard building 

Action: None. 

Referral Item #14 Non-Smoking (All Parks) 

Discussion: Committee members and Ms. Hill discussed signage at the beach and Washington  

Park. 
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Action: Ordinance to be written to include fines,1
st
 offense a warning would be issued and 2

nd
 

offense to carry a $25.00 fine. 

Referral Item #15 Dogs/Pets at Eastern Point Beach  

Discussion: Committee members and Ms. Hill discussed the current signage at the beach and the 

current Pooper Scooper Ordinance #119.  

Action: The committee would like an ordinance to ban pets from the beach and enforce the 

leashing and pet feces pickup with a warning for the 1
st
 offense and a $50.00 fine for 2

nd
 offense. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy said she would require some assistance in the preparation of the ordinance. 

Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Finance Director Hillsberg had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith reported she has been in meetings on the budget with department heads. She met 

with Children’s 1
st
 Groton along with Mary Hill on February 1

st
 to discuss ways to dovetail needs 

of children as identified by Children 1
st
 into our Parks & Recreation programs. She said they 

discussed adding a reading component and possibly a community gardening component.  She said 

they are looking into the possibility of having a farmer’s market at Washington Park. She reported  

they are close to going out to bid for Thames Street.  She attended a budget briefing for the State 

and met with representatives from Emerson Theater Group about the possibility of using the 

municipal building auditorium for performances. She attended the Super Supper at CKMS and the 

Community and Economic Development Committee meeting. On February 12
th

 she and 3 

Councilors presented the Highway Budget to the Town of Groton and discussed the needs of the 

department.  She reported that we will be modifying the City web site working with EGov so 

residents will be able to communicate directly with us.  They will be able to direct questions and 

comments to specific departments. She attended the City Cabaret on February 17
th

 and thanked 

Mary Hill and her staff and Frank Winkler for all they do to put this series together. She said the 

final concert for this year is March 10
th

. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-2-26 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITIALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 

COUNCIL TO APPROVE INCREASES TO RETIREES PENSIONS  OF 

THOSE WHO RETIRED IN 2009 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY OF 

GROTON RETIREMENT BOARD”  

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROTON: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, upon recommendation of the Retirement Board, may 

increase the benefits of retired employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council will receive a qualified cost estimate from an actuary; and 

 

WHEREAS, the authorization is pending the recommendation of the City of Groton Retirement 

Board at their regular meeting to be held on February 28, 2013 for those retired employees who 

retired in 2009; and 
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That is: The COLA increase shall be calculated by multiplying the annualized increase in the 

Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor for the  

last available twelve (12) months by a factor of twenty-five percent (25%); however, in no event 

shall the adjustments exceed one and one-half (1.5%) per year.  This adjustment is intended to 

provide persons retired before 1990 and those who retired up until December 2009 with the same 

COLA. 

 

Effective Date This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage with increases effective on or 

about March 1, 2013. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council initially approve “An Ordinance 

Authorizing the Mayor and Council to Approve Increases to Retirees Pensions of those who 

Retired in 2009 as Recommended by the City of Groton Retirement Board”. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-2-26. 

 

Mayor Galbraith said we do this each year and asked Mr. Hillsberg if he would like to discuss this. 

Mr. Hillsberg said there would be minimal impact in cost to the pension fund. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-2-27 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A 

DONATION OF $200.00 (TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) 

FROM THE EASTERN POINT PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT, TO OFFSET COSTS OF REPAIRS TO THE 

ZBIERSKI HOUSE 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Point Property Owners Association, Groton, Connecticut, would like to 

donate $200.00 (Two Hundred Dollars and No Cents) to the City of Groton to help offset costs of 

repairs to the Zbierski House located at Eastern Point Beach; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation of $200.00 

(Two Hundred Dollars and No Cents) from the Eastern Point Property Owners Association, 

Groton, Connecticut, to offset costs of repairs to the Zbierski House. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-2-27. 

Mayor Galbraith said this donation will go into the Community Development Fund and will be 

earmarked for interior work to be done on the Zbierski House.  She said donations may be 

earmarked for other projects too. 

 

R-13-2-28 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO WAIVE THE ADVERTISED BID 

REQUIREMENT AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

CONCRETE SLABS BY DRAB, 71 BLUEBERRY HILL ROAD, GROTON, 

CONNECTICUT FOR TWELVE INDIVIDUAL REPAIRS TO 

STONEWALLS, SIDEWALKS, RAILINGS, CAPS AND SEAWALLS FOR  
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 A TOTAL OF COST OF $132,690 00 (ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-TWO 

THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO  

 BE PAID FROM FEMA FUNDS (75%) AND THE BALANCE FROM 

MUNICIPAL CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS (25%). 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton sustained various types of damage during Storm Sandy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City reviewed the damage and has determined that a delay in repairs, specifically 

to the Eastern Point Beach area, would affect the opening of the 2013 Beach Season and therefore 

have an impact on beach revenues; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent reviewed with FEMA the specifications and materials for 

repair; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City to start the repairs at the beginning of the 

construction season, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent recommends waving the bid process for the twelve 

individual projects for this repair including labor and materials;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 

of Groton to waive the advertised bid requirement and enter into an agreement with Concrete 

Slabs by Drab, 71 Blueberry Hill Road, Groton, Connecticut for twelve individual repairs to 

stonewalls, sidewalks, railings, caps and seawalls for a total cost of $132,690.00 (One Hundred 

Thirty-Two Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from FEMA funds 

(75%) and the balance from Municipal Capital Reserve Funds (25%).  

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-13-2-28. 

Mayor Galbraith said Storm Sandy created a great deal of damage at the beach. She said this 

company has done work for the City in the past and they do quality work.  

Councilor Jervis said he wasn’t comfortable waiving the bid on a project of this size. 

Mr. Hillsberg explained that due to FEMA regulations a contractor had to be in place to be on site 

when meeting with FEMA officials to view the damage and discuss the scope of repairs.  If they 

waited to go out to bid they would have had to put off meeting with FEMA which would have 

further delayed the receipt of the funding and the completion of the work. 

Councilor Jervis asked if the contractor had to meet with FEMA before being approved. 

Mr. Hillsberg said they did. 

Councilor Hedrick pointed out a typo in the “Therefore Be It Resolved” where and extra word 

“Thousand” appears.   

Clerk Patrick said she would make the correction. 

Councilor Gerrish said he appreciates the concerns raised by Councilor Jervis and thanked Mr. 

Hillsberg for his detailed explanation. He said he was happy to give the job to a local company. 

Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if they could break down the 12 projects individually and if so would 

they fall under the $10,000.00 threshold. 

Mr. Hillsberg said they could and some would be less than that but making it one project will get 

things completed faster. 

Motion carried. 
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R-13-2-29 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE THE AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF GROTON AND MILONE AND MACBROOM, 

INCORPORATED, 99 REALTY DRIVE, CHESHIRE, CONNECTICUT IN 

AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $250,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTION SERVICES OF THE THAMES 

STREET REHABILITATION PROJECT AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. 

GALBRAITH BE AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO THE AGREEMENT  
 

WHEREAS, the Construction Administration and Inspection Services Agreement provides the 

terms for services to oversee construction administration and inspection of the project; and  
 

WHEREAS, due to time constraints it is necessary to waive the bid process; and  
 

WHEREAS, Milone and MacBroom, Incorporated has intimate knowledge of this project as they 

have provided the engineering and designs services as they relate to this project and in addition, 

Milone and MacBroom also provided the inspection services for the emergency Thames Street 

Retaining Walls & Slope Repair, State project #58-322 a portion of which was originally the 

Thames Street Rehabilitation Project; and  
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 

authorize and approve the agreement between the City of Groton and Milone and MacBroom, 

Incorporated, 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed $250,000.00 

(Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars and No Cents) for the Construction Administration and 

Inspection Services of the Thames Street Rehabilitation Project and that Mayor Marian K. 

Galbraith be authorized to enter into the Agreement. 

 

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-13-2-29. 

Mayor Galbraith said Milone and MacBroom has been involved since this first began around 2004. 

They did the conceptual and final design. 

Mr. Hillsberg went over the processes of what this company will provide during the project and an 

overview of the bid process and construction schedule. 

Mayor Galbraith said this person is the same one the City worked with for the retaining wall 

reconstruction on Thames Street. 

Councilor Hedrick said he feels this addresses the concerns raised by Jay Dempsey in his 

communication to him regarding this resolution. 

Motion carried. 

 

XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

  

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:22p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


