
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM  

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk 

Debra Patrick. Excused: Councilor Stephen Sheffield, 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Councilor Ilvento thanked Chief Davoren and the City Police Department for all their efforts to be 

available to assist at WSMS on opening day August 28
th

 and Mayor Galbraith and other City 

departments for being there for the back to school event on Friday August 30
th

. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the August 19, 2013 

Mayor and Council meeting. 

Mayor Galbraith said they would need a motion to amend the minutes due to an error in numbering 

the resolutions. 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to amend the minutes to 

renumber the resolutions to R-13-8-83 through R-13-8-87. Motion carried 

Mayor Galbraith asked for a vote on the main motion to approve the minutes as they have been 

amended.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the August 26, 2013 

Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Ilvento noted August 28
th

 was the opening day of school and again thanked the Police 

Department and Mayor Galbraith. He thanked Councilor Hedrick for attending the back to school 

party. He noted the WSMS PTO meeting would be September 4
th

 and the Fall Festival would be 

September 26
th

 at Washington Park from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m. with a rain date of October 3
rd

. 
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Councilor Dempsey attended a meeting with Island Avenue and Shore Avenue residents 

September 3
rd

 with Mayor Galbraith, Councilor Hedrick and Councilor Sheffield. 

Councilor Gerrish had no report. 

Councilor Hedrick attended the back to school bash August 30
th 

and the meeting with Island 

Avenue and Shore Avenue residents September 3
rd

. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis attended the Retirement Board meeting August 22
nd

  where they discussed 

what the Council might be able to do for retirees with regard to COLA. He asked that a referral go 

to the Council Group II Finance Committee to discuss this. 

Mayor Galbraith attended the DARE picnic at Branford Manor August 21
st
, the ribbon cutting for 

the new student center at UConn-Avery Point and on August 23
rd

 she had a meeting with Thames 

Street business owners. She said business owner John Santacroce was very complimentary of City 

staff and the contractors working on the project. She said they have begun the curbing on the 

northern end of Thames Street and AT&T is moving the poles with Groton Utilities moving all the 

wires.  She expects they will have the northern end completed by winter. On August 27
th

 she met 

with the Avery Copp House group and the Yale Urban Design Group. She said they are working 

on a project, Thames River Heritage Park, to have a consortium of cultural events that take place 

on the Thames River. She met with Bob Frink to discuss the relationship between the City and 

Town regarding the budget. She attended the back to school events at WSMS and on September 1
st
 

she attended the musket salute and wreath laying at the grave of Colonel Ledyard.  She said the CT 

Society of Sons of the American Revolution took part in ceremonies at Fort Trumbull and Fort 

Griswold. She said the final concert in the park was cancelled due to weather on September 1
st
 and 

soon we would be preparing for the winter cabaret concerts.  

Mayor Galbraith said Rick Stevens and David Collard were here to give a presentation on the 

planned upgrades to the water treatment facility. 

Mr. Stevens had distributed handouts prior to the meeting with the project priority list from the 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Draft for 2015 FY showing Groton Utilities is at the top of 

the list for funding and a timeline that Groton Utilities has prepared for the water treatment plant 

rebuild. He talked about the history of the treatment plant and any upgrades that had been done in 

the past and stated the last one was in 1962. He went over the studies done to upgrade and 

modernize the facility and the application process.  

Mr. Collard went over the advantages of having this funding and the numbers. 

Mayor Galbraith said the facility is an asset to the City and their ability to provide clean drinking 

water is vitally important. 

Mr. Hillsberg said there is a possibility to procure a State subsidy and due to the projected costs of 

the project there might be a substantial amount available under the subsidy.  

There was some discussion that due to the scope of the project it could put it under scrutiny Groton 

Utilities could be a great example to follow for others. 

Councilor Dempsey asked how they arrived at the projected costs. 

Mr. Stevens said once the project needs were identified they requested cost projections from 

vendors. 

There was a discussion about the separate 3 million bond fund and if any had been spent to date, 

whether the project would go out to bid and if the figures might change. There was discussion on 

the aging infrastructure in the City and elsewhere. 

Mr. Stevens invited the Councilors to come and tour the water treatment plant if they haven’t done 

so already. 

Councilor Hedrick said seeing the plant gives you a greater understanding of what they do and how 

they do it. 
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There was some discussion on the rates and the projection of rates for future projects. 

 Mayor Galbraith said there would be a public hearing on September 18
th

 and it would go to a 

Freeman’s meeting once they have gotten through all the State requirements. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Finance Director Hillsberg had no report. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

Finance Committee- Any Proposed Changes To The Retirement Plan 

Economic Development Committee- Signage for Organizations On City Owned Property 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-9-88 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE BUY-BACK OF SERVICE FOR PURPOSES OF THE 

PENSION PLAN TO THOMAS DAVOREN 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution R-12-8-80 Initially authorized Thomas Davoren to buy into the Pension 

Plan based on his past service in accordance with the actuarially approved formula provided by the 

Finance Director upon execution of his employment contract; and  

 

WHEREAS, the formula calculated the buy-back of 0.91 years of additional service into the 

Pension Plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, upon review of the formulas provided by the plan Actuary, the Retirement Board, at 

its regular meeting of August 22, 2013, recommended this action to the City Council; and 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorize and Approve the buy-

back of service for purposes of the Pension Plan to Thomas Davoren. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-13-9-88. 

Mayor Galbraith said this had been discussed at the August 26
th

 Committee of the Whole. 

Councilor Dempsey clarified the amount of time Chief Davoren was buying in for. 

Councilor Gerrish said Chief Davoren has done a lot for the department. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-9-89 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGREE TO CO-

SPONSOR THE INSTALLATION OF BANNERS ON MUNICIPALLY 

OWNED POLES AS A PILOT PROGRAM WITH THE GROTON 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION, AN AFFILIATION OF THE GREATER 

MYSTIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN 

GALBRAITH BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE ANY CO-SPONSORSHIP 

AGREEMENTS 

     

WHEREAS, the City of Groton and the Groton Business Association, an affiliation of the Greater 

Mystic Chamber of Commerce desire to promote the City of Groton as a good place to live, work 

and do business; and 
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WHEREAS, overhead street banners provide a unique way to promote the historic and cultural 

assets of the City of Groton while providing a way to promote Groton businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton had banner brackets installed along Bridge Street for the purpose 

of installing banners; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Groton Business Association has developed a pilot overhead street banner 

program that supports the goals of the City of Groton; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council agree to co-sponsor the installation 

of banners on municipally owned poles as a pilot program with the Groton Business Association, 

an affiliation of the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce and that Mayor Marian Galbraith be 

authorized to execute any co-sponsorship agreements. 

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-9-89. 

Mayor Galbraith said there was a presentation and it was discussed at the August 26
th

 Committee 

of the Whole meeting. 

Councilor Gerrish said he noticed similar banners in New London recently. 

Motion carried. 

 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 

to discuss strategies and negotiations for multiple collective bargaining units to include 

Steelworkers, both Utilities and Public Works, CSEA and AFSCME 818 to include Labor Attorney 

Duggan and personnel to include Chief Davoren.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Galbraith asked all of the included parties to join her in C-8 for the Executive Session. 

Executive Session commenced at 8:14 p.m. 

 

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Dempsey seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:57 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 

 

 


