
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2013 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

Excused: Finance Director Michael Hillsberg 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the December 2, 2013 

Mayor and Council meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Councilor Sheffield attended the Group II Finance Committee and Parks & Recreation Committee 

meetings and had no Group II Community Development Committee report. 

Councilor Hedrick attended the Holiday Festival December 5
th

, participated in the Holiday Lights 

parade December 7
th

 and the first meeting of the newly elected RTM members December 11
th

, the 

Retirement Board meeting December 12
th

 and gave the following report. 

Group II, Finance Committee report: 
REFERRAL ITEM # 26 PROPOSED CHANGES TO RETIREMENT PLAN  
Discussion: There was a discussion regarding the recommendation from the Retirement Board to 
raise the COLA from “1/4% of CPI with a cap of 1.5%” to “1/2% of CPI with a cap of 3%”. There 
was a question of where the City stands with unfunded liability. There was a question on whether 
or not COLA was discussed in an Ordinance or by resolution. 
Action: 1.Determine if COLA is discussed in an Ordinance or by resolution. 2.Verify latest 
unfunded liability. 3.What was the process used to fund the unfunded liability. 4.Why was an 
amount less than the actuarial recommended amount funded. 
 
Discussion: There was some discussion on lowering the retirement age of management non-union, 
non-union hired prior to 2008 and non-union hired after 2008 from 62 to 60. All union employees  
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are eligible to retire at age 60 if they are vested. There were questions regarding the numbers of 
people impacted and the potential cost. 
Action: 1. Request HR Director provide a list of all non-union employees, including age and date 
of hire. 2. Recommend an actuarial study based on the above information to determine financial 
impact to the City of Groton. 
Councilor Gerrish attended the Group I Economic Development Committee meeting where they 

met with the Zoning Official on December 9
th

. 

Councilor Ilvento participated in the Holiday Lights parade December 7
th

, attended the Retirement 

Board meeting December 12
th

, the Group II Finance Committee meeting and offered his 

congratulations to the new Town Council and Board of Education members. He gave the following 

Group II Parks and Recreation Committee update: 

The Beach & Parks Committee will hold a Public Input Meeting on January 8, 2014 on the 

discussion of the 2014 EPB Rules and Regulations. The meeting will take place at 6:00 pm in the 

Council Chambers and is open to City of Groton Residents and any beach patrons.  

Councilor Hedrick asked if it was still going to be a joint meeting of Parks & Recreation 

Committee and the Beach and Parks Committee.  

Councilor Ilvento said that it seems that is not the direction Beach and Parks is going in, even 

thought that had been the original plan that was presented to the Council and the Beach & Parks 

Committee. The committee agreed to be in attendance regardless of their role. Councilor Ilvento 

was also informed by the committee that the Beach & Parks Committee will move their business 

meeting to January 23, 2014 to allow for ample discussion time during the public input session.  

Councilor Dempsey attended the Group I Economic Development Committee meeting December 

9
th

 and participated in the Holiday Lights parade December 7
th

.  He had no Group I Public Works 

Committee report. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis attended the Retirement Board meeting, Group II Finance Committee 

meeting on December 12
th

, the swearing in for the new Town Council members and gave the 

following Group I, Economic Development Committee report: 

REFERRAL ITEM #2 SIGNAGE FOR ORGANIZATIONS ON CITY OWNED PROPERTY 

Discussion: The committee discussed jurisdictional issues with the property that currently contains 

the sign with the name of the current Mayor on Bridge Street. It is State property and Mr. Smith 

reported that Highway Department Engineer Bill Lewis has been in touch with the CT DOT, 

District 2.  The committee hopes to meet with DOT representatives to further a discussion of signs 

on the property. 

Action: None. 

Mayor Galbraith said she had received inquiries on providing City email addresses for the elected 

officials and members of the Board of Ethics. She asked IT Director Sue Blanchette if she could 

provide the Council with some information on what can be done and any associated costs. 

Ms. Blanchette gave some background on how other municipalities oversee accounts that are 

provided to officials, the state requirements for archival and FOI regulations and stated the goal 

would be to provide cityofgroton.com addresses and comply with all regulations. She went over 

the cost to initiate the emails at $40.00 to set up each address up with an additional cost of $100.00 

for each address if they want mobile mail. She said the Mayor would be the contact person to 

modify or disable the addresses and the City password policy would apply. She went over the level 

of support the IT Department would provide and noted what she thought should be included in an 

acceptable use policy to be drafted by the City Attorney.  

Councilor Dempsey asked if they would be able to delete messages. 

Ms. Blanchette said they could, it would all be archived. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if the cost was $40.00 per email address. 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  

MINUTES 

DECEMBER 16, 2013 
 

Ms. Blanchette said it was. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed having the email addresses would be good and is in favor of having 

guidelines. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis asked what they should do about emails that may continue to be sent to the 

addresses they are currently using.  

Ms. Blanchette suggested they forward them to the City email accounts with a subject line 

indicating who it was from and subject matter so it would be easier to locate in the archives.  She 

also suggested they reply to the individuals from the City address so they will have the new 

address for future emails. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if the Councilors were interested in doing this and asked if they wanted the 

web based and mobile. 

They all agreed it was something they would like to do but go with web based email only for the 

time being. 

There was further discussion on the format email should be in, how long it will take to set up and 

the information required to do it. 

They thanked Ms. Blanchette for her time and all the information she provided. 

Mayor Galbraith asked the Council if they are interested in having John Scott attend the January 6
th

 

meeting with a presentation regarding the RTM forming an Economic Development Corporation. 

They were all in favor of seeing the presentation on that date. 

Mayor Galbraith reminded residents the Holiday Lights Decorating Contest is ongoing and 

nominations will be accepted until Friday, December 20
th

.  She said they can nominate themselves, 

or any home, business or neighborhood at holiday@cityofgroton.com All that is needed is an 

address and a name, if possible. 

Mayor Galbraith said she and Zoning Official Carl Smith toured areas of the City with Judith 

DiCine, Supervising Prosecutor, States Attorney’s Office to discuss what can be done here in the 

City to eliminate blight. Ms. DiCine had strong recommendations to proceed with complaints 

against perennial offenders.  

Councilor Sheffield asked if this would be a revision to the Blight ordinance. 

Mayor Galbraith said it would. 

There was discussion that this would be referred to the Group I Economic Development 

Committee in the near future. 

City Clerk Patrick attended the Holiday Festival on December 5
th

 and participated in the Holiday 

Lights parade December 7
th

. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

R-13-12-119 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A 

DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $500.00 (FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

AND NO CENTS) FROM INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 

FIGHTERS (IAFF), LOCAL 1964, 140 BROAD STREET, GROTON, 

CONNECTICUT FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

 

 

 

mailto:holiday@cityofgroton.com
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WHEREAS, International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1964, would like to donate $500.00 

to the City of Groton for continued community development and beautification of projects in the 

City of Groton;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation in the amount 

of $500.00 (Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents) from International Association of Fire Fighters, 

Local 1964, 140 Broad Street, Groton, Connecticut, for the Community Development and 

Beautification Fund. 

 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-12-119. 

Mayor Galbraith said the firefighters very generously agreed to pay for a holiday light display that 

is on Thames Street.  She said the only stipulation is if it isn’t used on Thames Street at some point 

in the future they will take it to display elsewhere. 

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-12-120 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 

MASTER MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN GALBRAITH BE AUTHORIZED TO 

EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut, Department of Transportation(DOT), have implemented the 

use of Master Municipal Agreement for Construction Projects as a means to streamline future 

project specific business with the Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Agreement is to fundamentally improve how the Department 

conducts business with its municipal partners by streamlining the agreement process and 

dramatically reducing the timeline for executing individual project agreements;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the State of 

Connecticut, Department of Transportation, Master Municipal Agreement for Construction 

Projects and that Mayor Marian Galbraith be authorized to execute the agreement. 

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-12-120.  

Mayor Galbraith said this agreement will be helpful in expediting the process when pursuing grants 

going forward.   

Motion carried. 

 

R-13-12-121 RESOLUTION THAT MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A DONATION 

FROM DOLPHIN SPORTS AND RECREATION, P.O. BOX 712, GROTON, 

CONNECTICUT, FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

BEAUTIFICATION FUND FOR THE DIRECT PURPOSE OF USE IN THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION YOUTH SOCCER PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of Dolphin Sports and Recreation, P.O. Box 712, Groton, 

Connecticut, has voted to donate equipment and remaining funds to the City of Groton Parks and 

Recreation Department; and  
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WHEREAS, the donation is for the direct purpose and use of the Youth Soccer Program that will 

benefit the Groton military and civilian population; and  

WHEREAS, it is the intention of Dolphin Sports and Recreation to make a financial contribution, 

approximately $6,200.00, to be used for scholarships for military children to include, but not 

limited to, equipment, uniforms and registration/participation fees;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation from Dolphin 

Sports and Recreation, P.O. Box 712, Groton, Connecticut for the Community Development and 

Beautification Fund for the direct purpose of use in the Parks and Recreation Youth Soccer 

Program. 

Councilor Sheffield moved Councilor seconded a motion to approve R-13-12-121. 

Mayor Galbraith said Rick Ory, President, Dolphin Sports contacted Mary Hill, Recreation 

Director to take over management of the program.  

Mr. Ory said he is being reassigned and would no longer live in the area and didn’t want the 

program to fold.  He said they wanted to be able to continue providing a program to instruct 

children not only in the game but in sportsmanship. He thanked the Council and Ms. Hill for 

considering this. 

Motion carried.  

 

R-13-12-122 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) MODEL YEAR 2014 FORD F250 

4X4 TO BE PURCHASED FROM CROWLEY FORD, LLC, 225 NEW 

BRITAIN AVENUE, PLAINVILLE, CONNECTICUT, FOR A TOTAL 

PRICE OF $23,955.20 (TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 

FIFTY-FIVE DOLLARS AND TWENTY CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM 

CURRENT YEAR CAPITAL FUNDS 

     

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department has identified the need to purchase one (1) 

Model Year 2014 Ford F250 pickup truck to replace a 2002 Ford F250; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Department budgeted for this replacement in the 2013-2014 

City budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent requested pricing based on the needs expressed 

by the Parks and Recreation Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, utilizing the State of Connecticut contract #10PSX0239 awarded to Crowley Ford, 

LLC, 225 New Britain Avenue, Plainville, Connecticut, is judged by the City Purchasing Agent to 

be the most advantageous pricing for the City, 

  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 

purchase of one (1) Model Year 2014 Ford F250  from Crowley Ford, LLC, 225 New Britain 

Avenue, Plainville, Connecticut for a total price of $23,955.20 to be paid from current year Capital 

Funds. 
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Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-13-12-122. 

Ms. Hill went over the need for a replacement truck saying it was budgeted in the CIP and will 

improve the fleet for a few more years. 

Motion carried. 

 

XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

 

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

None. 

 

Mayor Galbraith wished everyone a Happy Holiday. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:14 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


