
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 
Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Andrew Ilvento and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and Finance Director Michael Hillsberg. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Led by Mayor Galbraith. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Mayor Galbraith welcomed everyone and went over the rules and procedures for public comment.  
She said each speaker would have 10 minutes and Councilor Gerrish would let them know at the 8 
minute point so they could wrap up their comments. She said it is not a question and answer period 
and after all speakers were done the Council would comment. 
 
Michael Boucher, 16 Hillside Avenue had submitted questions regarding Thames Valley 
Communications earlier in the day to Mayor Galbraith and stated he did not expect her to be able 
to answer them this evening.  He said he is trying to determine how much money TVC has lost. He 
asked for details of other support provided by Groton utilities to TVC. He went over some of the 
financial records and read some of the questions he had submitted.  
At the 10 minute point Mr. Boucher was advised his time to speak had ended.   
Jim Streeter, 64 Pleasant Street came forward to speak but gave his time to Mr. Boucher. 
Mr. Boucher cited numerous instances from minutes of the Board of Directors meetings for 
Thames Valley Communications where TVC meetings were held in Executive Session and 
therefore not open to the public. He cited the Ordinances related to TVC and other bond 
borrowings. He asked about salaries and separation agreements for TVC management and stated  
the auditor for McGladry & Pullen noted the TVC audits did not meet government standards. 
 
Jay Dempsey, 22 South Prospect Street provided the City Clerk with a copy of his statement and 
some questions for the Council.  He asked the Council to postpone the vote scheduled for 
December 17th to sell TVC.  He stated the deal that had been brokered wasn’t in the best interest of 
the taxpayers.  He suggested the City publicly advertise for buyers, downsizing and the dismissal 
of the TVC B of D. He said they were all complicit with TVC management in hiding the losses. He 
asked for a complete overhaul with quarterly reports to be made public. 
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Lian Obrey, 141 Shennecossett Parkway said she was speaking not just for herself, but for another 
resident Betsy Gibson, who could not be present. She said she has faith in this Council to get more 
information before proceeding with this vote. She said if the information is so difficult to find she 
can understand how they may not have been privy to all of it as well. She urged them to be the 
leaders she knows they are. 
 
There being no others who wished to speak Mayor Galbraith said the time for public comment was 
closed 
An audio recording of the public comments in their entirety is available, upon request, from the 
City Clerk. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Mayor Galbraith said she has had an opportunity to look over some of the questions submitted 
Mr. Boucher and has just seen the questions submitted by Mr. Dempsey. She said she understands 
their disappointment in how things have turned out for TVC.  When she became Mayor she was 
just as taken aback as they are now.  Since becoming Mayor she, the TVC B of D and this Council 
have worked very hard doing just what all of you are now asking us to do. She said they have 
studied the finances and went to a group that could put the company to sale publicly. They have 
worked diligently to minimize the losses working with the consultants. They have taken the time to 
do it right. They have worked with investment advisors who have gone out through the industry 
and talked with 34 companies.  There were only 2 offers, the one for partnership and the one they 
have now. She said they have looked at the assets and the bottom line.  They have looked at 
everything in the company and had industry experts come in and help them manage TVC.  When 
after 6 months it became apparent they had no better offers come in other than a partnership, the 
TVC B of D authorized Director Yatcko to work with Mr. Rizzuto from the University of Denver, 
an industry expert.  She said they looked at the risks inherent in all of the options and the impact on 
the community for each of the options. All of the analysis was shared with the B of D and the 
Council.  They set a deadline for a decision and stayed with it. She said they were keenly aware 
that every month that went on there was hundreds of thousands of dollars at stake. She said CTP 
came to them in August with an offer. Even then they didn’t rush; they analyzed every provision in 
the agreement. They have done all the things you are asking them to do now already. She said there 
was a suggestion made that we may need an independent auditor to look at the books.  The auditors 
we use are independent and they have looked at the balance sheets and the assets. There is a 
difference between assets on a balance sheet and the market value of those assets.  She explained 
the difference between assets, depreciation and market value. She expected they would have a 
much larger offer but due to depreciation the assets aren’t it isn’t worth as much. She said the 
market is not there and they didn’t get the offers they had hoped to get. She said since becoming 
mayor she has been as open as she was able to be.  Secrecy wasn’t something she wanted and had 
talked publicly as much as she could without putting the company or the City in jeopardy. She said 
the bond rating for the City went down slightly and she sent a letter to each and every employee 
explaining it and it was also discussed at Council meetings which are televised. She said it was 
discussed at the Volunteer Recognition Dinner and at the Chamber of Commerce State of Groton 
meeting. She said it would have been irresponsible to go out to the customers and say this company 
is in trouble and we have nothing to offer you. She has kept this Council apprised along the way to 
find a solution, unlike her experience on the Council. She went to the press to get the information 
out there and had the information session prior to the second vote. She said the recent authorization 
to issue bonds for City projects had no relationship to TVC. That is the  
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norm for electric, water and city projects. She said that a delay could endanger the offer and 
liquidation would be costly to the City, 23 people would lose their jobs and customers would lose 
their option for cable service. She said she will not pretend this is a good deal but it is something 
that must be done. 
 
Councilor Hale said he is a TVC customer and has always paid for his service.  He said he doesn’t 
get anything for free. The only thing that is free is the time he and the Councilors put in for the 
City. 
 
Councilor Ilvento said as a new Councilor he was brought up to speed and has been given all the 
information he has requested to help him understand the situation so he can make an informed 
decision. He understands the frustrations as a resident.  
 
Councilor Jervis said the Council wasn’t always privy to information that was discussed in 
Executive Session during TVC B of D meetings. 
 
Councilor Gerrish said they have gone over all the figures and believes the deal is the best way to 
go. He said Director Yatcko and Finance Director Hillsberg have provided a great deal of 
information to them. 
Mayor Galbraith asked Director Yatcko if he had anything he wished to say. 
Director Yatcko said GU and the City have provided some administrative services to TVC through 
HR, Finance and the administration of benefits and insurance. He said those costs are billed to 
TVC through an administrative charge.  He said Cornerstone Consulting and some administrative 
services are not charged. He said there are 231.17561 shares of stock outstanding and are held by 
the City/GU, none have been issued to or transferred to any other entity. He said he would answer 
more questions once he has them. 
Mayor Galbraith said they have done all they could without jeopardizing the City. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve the November 19, 2012 
Mayor and Council minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith distributed a letter she received via email. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Hedrick participated in the Holiday Lights Parade December 1st.  He said it was a great 
event and a good crowd. 
Councilor Ilvento volunteered at the Sub Vet’s Club on Thanksgiving Day feeding our veteran’s 
and service members. He said it was his first time and it is a wonderful program. During a brief 
break in the day he toured the Mother Bailey House with Mayor Galbraith.  He said he would like 
to research grants that may be available to help with restoration costs of the house. He attended the 
TVC information session November 26th and participated in the Holiday Lights Parade December 
1st. He said it was nice to see everyone out there and it was a great way to kick off the holiday 
season.  He reminded residents to email holiday@cityofgroton.com to nominate their homes for the 
City Council Holiday Decoration Award. He said nominations would be accepted through 
December 21st. 
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Councilor Jervis attended the TVC information session November 26th and participated in the 
Holiday Lights Parade December 1st. 
Councilor Gerrish said he has been working with the Elk’s on holiday activities and with Groton 
Social services to provide assistance to families. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy volunteered at the Sub Vet’s Club slicing pies on Thanksgiving morning, 
attended the TVC information session and participated in the Holiday Lights Parade December 1st. 
Mayor Galbraith volunteered at Sub Vet’s Club on Thanksgiving.  She is overwhelmed at what the 
volunteers and the organization are able to do for the men and women that day. She said she heard 
John Carcioppolo say that he remembered being lonely as a young sailor away from home and 
didn’t want to see others go through that.  It is a tribute to John and his wife Dee that they give so 
generously of their time to do this. She attended a number of meetings relating to TVC, met with 
Town of Groton officials to discuss paving plans now that the bonding is approved, the Retirement 
Board meeting November 29th and the COG meeting at the Submarine Force Museum.  She said 
local legislators were invited and there was a wonderful dialog as well a ribbon cutting for the new 
facility.  
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
None. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
R-12-12-104 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES MANAGEMENT TO RETAIN THE LOBBYING 
SERVICES OF MEDICI, LLC, 1 GOLD STREET, HARTFORD, 
CONNECTICUT FOR LOBBYING SERVICES PERTAINING TO 
ELECTRIC, WATER, OR GAS SERVICES AND ANY OTHER UTILITY 
MATTERS AS NECESSARY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($100,000.00) TO BE 
PAID FROM THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – LOBBYING ACCOUNT 
IN THE APPROVED FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 UTILITY DEPARTMENT 
BUDGET PENDING THE APPROVAL OF THE GROTON UTILITIES 
COMMISSION AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. GALBRAITH BE 
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT PENDING CITY OF 
GROTON UTILITIES COMMISSION APPROVAL 

 
WHEREAS, constant monitoring of legislation and lobbying efforts are needed to assure that 
proper legislation pertaining to electric, water, or gas services is approved by the State Legislature; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to provide continuing lobbying services, Management recommends retaining 
the lobbying services of Medici, LLC of Hartford, Connecticut in an amount not to exceed 
$100,000.00; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its special meeting scheduled for December 19, 2012, it is anticipated that the City 
of Groton Utilities Commission will vote to authorize Groton Utilities Management to retain the 
lobbying services of Medici, LLC of Hartford, Connecticut for lobbying services pertaining to 
electric, water, or gas services and any other utility matters as necessary in an amount not to   
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exceed $100,000.00 to be paid from the Professional Services – Lobbying account in the approved 
Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Utility Department Budget; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize Groton Utilities 
Management to retain the lobbying services of Medici, LLC, 1 Gold Street, Hartford, Connecticut 
for lobbying services pertaining to electric, water, or gas services and any other utility matters as 
necessary in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($100,000.00) 
to be paid from the Professional Services – Lobbying account in the Approved Fiscal Year 2011-
2012 Utility Department Budget pending the approval of the City of Groton Utilities Commission, 
and that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-12-12-104. 
Mayor Galbraith said they have been doing a great job for the City and GU. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-12-105 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AWARD THE 

CONTRACT FOR A FACILITIES PLAN FOR THE POLLUTION 
ABATEMENT FACILITY TO TIGHE & BOND, 53 SOUTHAMPTON 
ROAD, WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSSETTS FOR THE TOTAL QUOTED 
PRICE OF FORTY-NINE THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS 
AND NO CENTS ($49,700.00) TO BE PAID FROM THE CAPITAL 
TRANSFER ACCOUNT 

 
WHEREAS, Management advertised a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a Facilities Plan for the 
Pollution Abatement Facility as identified in the Fiscal Year 2013 City of Groton budget and the 
Capital Improvement Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, based upon the evaluation of the proposals received, Management recommends that 
the proposal from Tighe & Bond, Westfield, Massachusetts be awarded the contract based on 
meeting all the requirements of the RFP, and on their lump sum proposal submitted in the total 
amount of $49,700.00; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that at its regular meeting scheduled December 3, 2012, the Water 
Pollution Control Authority will vote to award the contract for a Facilities Plan for the Pollution 
Abatement Facility to Tighe & Bond, 53 Southampton Road, Westfield, Massachusetts for the total 
quoted price of Forty-Nine Thousand, Seven Hundred Dollars ($49,700.00) to be paid from the 
Capital Transfer Account; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council award the contract for a 
Facilities Plan for the Pollution Abatement Facility to Tighe & Bond, 53 Southampton Road, 
Westfield, Massachusetts for the total quoted price of Forty-Nine Thousand, Seven Hundred 
Dollars and No Cents ($49,700.00) to be paid from the Capital Transfer Account.  
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-12-12-105. 
Mayor Galbraith said this had been discussed at the WPCA meeting. 
Motion carried. 
 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  
MINUTES 
DECEMBER 3, 2012 
 
R-12-12-106 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON TO PURCHASE ONE (1) NEW 2012 
JOHN DEERE 624K 4WD LOADER FROM THE W.I. CLARK COMPANY, 
30 BARNS INDUSTRIAL PARK ROAD, WALLINGFORD, 
CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-
ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY-ONE DOLLARS AND 
THIRTY-NINE CENTS ($181,531.39) TO BE PAID FROM THE HIGHWAY 
FY2013 CAPITAL APPROPRIATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Highway Department has identified the need to replace a thirty-one year old 
piece of equipment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City is eligible to purchase under the National Joint Powers Alliance, Contract 
Number: 060331-JDC; and 
 
WHEREAS, this contract calls for a significant discount from the list price which gives the City 
the most favorable pricing and co-operative purchasing is authorized by the purchasing ordinance; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent recommends this purchase; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the City 
of Groton to purchase one (1) new 2012 John Deere 624K 4WD Loader from the W.I. Clark 
Company, 30 Barns Industrial Park Road, Wallingford, Connecticut for a total price of One  
Hundred Eighty-One Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-One Dollars and Thirty-Nine Cents 
($181,531.39) to be paid from the Highway FY2013 Capital appropriation.  
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-12-12-106. 
Dave McCord, Purchasing Agent went over the details of the bid and recommended it be approved. 
he said they will try to sell the old piece of equipment this will replace or trade it in. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy asked what the equipment would be used for. 
Mr. McCord said it would be used to remove brush, plow snow and move sand. 
Motion carried. 
 

XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


