
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

DRAFT MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 16, 2012 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 
Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk 
Debra Patrick. Excused: Councilor Amy Moncy and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Led by Mayor Galbraith. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
Councilor Hale recognized the public safety workers for the outstanding job through OpSail and 
the fireworks. He said they were efficient in the traffic control getting folks out after the fireworks. 
Councilor Hedrick agreed they did a great job during the Parade of Sail also.  
Mayor Galbraith recognized the Highway Department and Parks and Recreation Department for 
the outstanding work they did preparing for and after the events.  
Mayor Galbraith read the following inscription on an award from the American Legion, Groton 
Post No. 114 recognizing the City of Groton Fire Department as 2012 Fire Department of the Year: 
Awarded annually to that volunteer, Call or Paid Fire Department of any town or city that while in 
the pursuit of their profession and by exceptional  performance of duty brings credit to that 
Department and the Community for performance in the field of public safety, Children & Youth, 
Community Awareness Projects and participation in Patriotic Observances 
Mayor Galbraith said they do a great deal in the community and are involved with Children First. 
Councilor Gerrish agreed it was well deserved. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
None. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the July 2, 2012 Mayor 
and Council meeting. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 
Jim Bates of the Groton Business Association spoke to the Council about their Discover Groton 
guide. He said the GBA is a division of the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce and hold 
monthly meetings rotating through the business community.  He said they have 2 major events 
each year, the Fall Festival and the Holiday Lights Parade. He said they designed a map of   
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attractions a few years back to assist visitors on the cruise ships and decided to re-design and 
update it this year.  He said the GBA sub-committee members, Bill Smith, Susan and David Bailey 
and Frank Winkler worked on the content and David Brown did the re-design of the map.  He said 
they looked at historic sights, recreation attractions, points of interest and annual events.  They 
have distributed 10,000 maps to hotels, motels, restaurants and attractions to support tourism 
locally.  They have had positive feedback on the maps and will be distributing more along the 
Connecticut coastline. He said it is a great way to support local businesses and attractions and 
praised the committee that did such a tremendous job on this.  
Mayor Galbraith said the brochure looks great and highlights so many wonderful local attractions.  
She said we sometimes forget we have so many wonderful places to visit here and stated that many 
are family friendly.  
Mr. Bates said the guide is on their web site and due to the tremendous feedback the next phase 
will be a mobile application for Smartphones.  
Mayor Galbraith and the Council thanked Mr. Bates for taking the time to be here this evening. 
 
Councilor Hale participated in the July 4th parade, attended the High Times concert at Washington 
Park July 6th, and attended the BBQ for the crew members of the ships for OpSail hosted by 
Shennecossett Yacht Club July 8th.  He thought it was very nice of the Yacht Club to host the BBQ 
for the sailors.  
Councilor Hedrick participated in the July 4th parade, attended the concert, the Parade of Sail July 
7th and an RTM meeting. 
Councilor Jervis participated in the July 4th parade. 
Councilor Gerrish participated in the July 4th parade, attended the concert July 6th and watched the 
fireworks July 7th. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy participated in the July 4th parade and thanked the organizers for all their 
efforts to put on the parade. She attended the concert July 6th and watched the fireworks July 7th at 
Eastern Point Beach.  She said it was a nice change and they were able to hear the music that 
accompanied the display. She will participate in the pre-rehearsal for the Millstone drill for 
emergency operations July 17th. 
Mayor Galbraith participated in the July 4th parade, attended the concerts July 6th and 13th, watched 
the Parade of Sail July 7th and watched the fireworks as a guest of the US Navy aboard the USS 
Carter Hall.  She assisted cooking at the BBQ for the crew members July 8th.  She reported they 
have been meeting to discuss the scope of work to be done at the Zbierski House and the Colonel 
Ledyard building in preparation for getting bids ready for both projects. She was interviewed for 
the Police Study and felt that she was able to give them all the information for a fair assessment. 
She read to the children during the Sun, Sand and Stories at Eastern Point Beach.  She urged 
people to attend the RTM meeting August 8th where they will be discussing the road bond the 
Town of Groton is hoping to have on the November ballot.  
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
There were no Group Committee Reports and no Committee Referrals. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-12-7-69 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH MANFORT BROTHERS, 
INCORPORATED, 414 NEW BRITAIN AVENUE, PO BOX 99, 
PLAINVILLE, CONNECTICUT, FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF $72,115.00, 
(SEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN DOLLARS 
AND NO CENTS), FOR THE ABATEMENT OF ASBESTOS FLOOR 
TILES AND MASTIC IN THE FORMER COLONEL LEDYARD SCHOOL 
TO BE PAID FROM COLONEL LEDYARD BOND FUND 

     
WHEREAS, asbestos containing floor tile and mastic has been identified in the former Colonel 
Ledyard School building; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the asbestos should be removed prior to further work on 
the building rehabilitation and plans for the removal have been developed by Mystic Air Quality 
Consultants and approved by the State of Connecticut; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent requested pricing from three vendors on the 
State of Connecticut contract #10PSX0238; and 

 
WHEREAS, Manafort Brothers Incorporated was the low quote, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 
contract with Manafort Brothers, Incorporated, 414 New Britain Avenue, P.O. Box 99, Plainville, 
Connecticut for a total price of $72,115.00, (Seventy-Two Thousand One Hundred Fifteen Dollars 
and No Cents) for the abatement of asbestos floor tile and mastic in the former Colonel Ledyard 
School to be paid from Colonel Ledyard Bond Fund. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-12-7-69.   
David McCord, Purchasing Agent, reported they had initially hoped to carpet over the existing 
flooring at the Colonel Ledyard building but when the old carpet was being taken up issues with 
asbestos developed. They brought in Mystic Air Quality to assess the situation and their 
recommendation was that all asbestos tiles and mastic be removed. Three contractors out of four on 
the State of Connecticut bid list submitted quotes. One of those came in with a second quote due to 
changes. He said two of the three companies are union shops meeting the prevailing wage scales 
and other requirements. The lowest bidder, Manafort Brothers Incorporated meets the requirements 
and is his recommendation to the Council. 
Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Hedrick announced the Regional Hazardous Waste Day at the Groton Transfer Station is 
Saturday, July 21st from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
There is a complete 2012 Hazardous Waste disposal schedule for all local communities on the City 
of Groton web site www.cityofgroton.com on the Public Works Department page under the 
Hazardous Waste link. 
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Mayor Galbraith announced the Prescription Drug Drop Box is located in the lobby of the City of 
Groton Police Department for anyone who has old prescriptions that need to be disposed of. 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 
include Attorney Duggan to discuss negotiations.  Motion carried. 
Executive Session commenced at 7:53 p.m. 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to exit Executive Session. Motion 
carried. 
Executive Session ended at 8: 20 p.m. 
 

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


