
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2012 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Lawrence 
Gerrish, Amy Moncy, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick.  
Excused: Councilors Keith Hedrick, William Jervis and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Galbraith. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
Mayor Galbraith recognized the members of the City of Groton Police Department who 
participated in the Tip-A-Cop events at Bufords and Par 4 to benefit the Special Olympics.  She 
also commended Bufords and Par 4 for their participation. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
John Rodolico, 4 Baron Court, Ledyard spoke regarding the proposed Bluff point to Preston Trail. 
He addressed the concerns of the Groton Utilities Commission and City Council and asked that 
they continue to have discussions. 
Dave Holdridge, 29 Churchill Road, Ledyard spoke about the letter to the Groton Utilities 
Commission and City councilors.  He asked that the Groton Utilities Commission and the City 
Council each appoint a member to continue discussions.  He went over data he would like them to 
continue to discuss and the importance of educating private property owners who abut the 
reservoir.  He reiterated that he would like discussions to continue on the proposed trail. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Councilor Hale said recognizes the beauty and value of the reservoir property but said our greatest 
obligation is to protect the reservoir.  He would like the Tri Town Trail Committee to find another 
option that doesn’t include the reservoir property. He said he would strongly oppose having 
passive recreation in the reservoir property. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked them for speaking and agrees the owners of private property should 
be educated to protect the water source. She said she doesn’t believe the majority of users of a trail 
would respect the property and disagrees about having the trail through the reservoir property.  
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the May 21, 2012 
Mayor and Council minutes.  Motion carried. 
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Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the May 29, 2012 
Committee of the Whole minutes. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Moncy had no report. 
Councilor Gerrish attended the Spring concert at west side Middle school and said the students did 
a great job. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy attended the Spring chorus concert and thanked choral instructor Karen 
Mitchell for doing such a tremendous job with the students. She said she attended both Tip-A-Cop 
events and thanked the officers who participated. 
Mayor Galbraith attended the Mentor Recognition Dinner at Fitch Senior High School. She said 
this is to recognize the individuals who donate their time to mentor students in the Groton Public 
Schools.  She said these volunteers can have a tremendous impact on the lives of these students and 
one student spoke about the impact a mentor had on them. She attended the Eastern CT Chamber 
Congressional Update sponsored by Groton Utilities.  She said Congressman Courtney gave an 
update on things happening in Washington, DC.  On June 1st she did a walk through of the Mother 
Bailey House with representatives of Grasso Tech to discuss a possible partnership on the 
renovations. On May 30th she attended the E CT and Mystic Chamber Breakfast hosted by Groton 
Utilities for area high school students.  She said a student from each local high school spoke. She 
attended a Police Study meeting with the Town of Groton, Groton Long Point and the City of 
Groton to choose the firm that will conduct the Police Study. On June 2nd she attended the send off 
for the National Guard soldiers being deployed. She said it is gratifying to see those who step up 
and serve and she wished them safety and a good return home. On June 3rd she attended the ribbon 
cutting for the General Spot Soul Food Kitchen at the corner of Smith Street and Thames Street. 
She said it will be good food by good people. 
Mayor Galbraith said the auditors, MacGladry & Pullen, would like to meet with them prior to the 
next audit cycle to discuss the finances of the City.  She asked if they would like this to go to the 
Finance Committee or the whole Council. Everyone agreed the meet with them as a whole 
Council. 
Clerk Patrick had no report. 
Finance Director said he was on vacation for 2 weeks but has been attending meetings since his 
return. 
 
COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
Mother Bailey House- Finance Committee and Community Development Committee 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-12-6-55 RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE GROTON UTILITIES’ MANAGEMENT 

TO AWARD THE CONTRACT TO CONSTRUCT A CONCRETE 
SECONDARY CONTAINMENT AT THE BUDDINGTON SUBSTATION 
FOR EACH OF THE THREE (3) TRANSFORMERS TO TIM BONANNO 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR, LLC OF WATERFORD, CONNECTICUT 
FOR THE QUOTED PRICE OF TWO HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT 
THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO DOLLARS AND NO 
CENTS ($248,882.00), AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. GALBRAITH BE 
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACT 

 
WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on May 23, 2012, the City of Groton Utilities Commission 
voted to authorize Groton Utilities’ Management to award the contract to construct a concrete 
secondary containment at the Buddington Substation for each of the three (3) transformers to Tim 
Bonanno General Contractor, LLC of Waterford, Connecticut for the quoted price of $248,882.00, 
and furthermore, that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it 
concur and that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to execute the contract; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorize Groton Utilities’ 
Management to award the contract to construct a concrete secondary containment at the 
Buddington Substation for each of the three (3) transformers to Tim Bonanno General Contractor, 
LLC of Waterford, Connecticut for the quoted price of Two Hundred Forty-Eight Thousand, Eight 
Hundred Eighty-Two Dollars and No Cents ($248,882.00) and that Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be 
authorized to execute the contract. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-55. 
Herb Cummings, Director, Electric Operations said the Buddington Sub-Station is on the edge of 
the Poquonnock reservoir and the current plastic containment is more than 25 years old.  He said 
they would like to replace with something more durable that would offer more protection should 
there ever be an issue with the transformers.  He said they budgeted for this. 
Councilor Moncy asked if this was one of the areas they toured. 
Mr. Cummings said it was. 
Councilor Hale asked where the funding would come from. 
Mr. Cummings said it will be from non bonded capital that is budgeted. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-56 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITIALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF A STREET, 
BAKERS COVE LANE: AS IT APPEARS ON SUBDIVISION PLAN, THE 
RESIDENCES AT BAKERS COVE” 

 
WHEREAS, the City Highway Engineering office on February 29, 2012 recommend acceptance 
of a parcel of land for a Street so called Bakers Cove Lane, as shown in a plan entitled 
“Subdivision Plan, The Residences at Bakers Cove” Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut; and  
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WHEREAS, the certain parcel of land was already dedicated for a public street on the approved 
Subdivision Plan, Residences at Bakers Cove, Shennecossett Road, Groton Connecticut dated May 
1, 2007, revised through April 7, 2008, Book 28 Page 14 in the Town of Groton land records; and 
 
WHEREAS, that certain parcel of land situated in the City of Groton, County of New London and 
State of Connecticut, more practically bounded and described as follows: 
 
A certain tract or parcel of land situated on the easterly side of Shennecossett Road, in the City of  
Groton, in the County of New London and State of Connecticut. Said parcel, more particularly 
shown as Baker’s Cove Lane on a plan entitled “Subdivision Plan, The Residence at Baker’s Cove, 
Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut”, dated May 1, 2007, revised through April 7, 2008, by 
Angus McDonald-Gary Sharpe and Associates, Inc. and more particularly bounded and described 
as follows. 
 
 Commencing at a point marked by a brass disc, which point marks the corner of said 
Baker's Cove Lane and Lot 10, lies on the easterly side of Shennecossett Road, and is situated 
approximately 56 feet southerly of utility pole SNET 184; 
 Thence, running along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane; along a curve to the left with a 
radius of 25 feet, a length of 35.18 feet to a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, N 80º 45’ 47” E, a distance of 24.86 feet to a point, which point is marked by a 
granite merestone; 
 Thence, N 81º 01’ 23” E, a distance of 70.43 feet to a point, which point is marked by a 
granite merestone; 
 Thence, along a compound curve to the right with a radius of 1,102.48 feet, a length of 
135.83 feet, to a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone 
 Thence, along a compound curve to the right with a radius of 1,050.00 feet, a length of 
164.90 feet to a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along said street line of Baker’s Cove Lane S 84º 40 11 E, a distance of 
128.16 feet to a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane along a curve to the left, 
with a radius of 25.00 feet, and a length of 30.77 feet to a point, which point is marked by a granite 
merestone ; 
 Thence, turning and continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane, along a curve to 
the right with a radius of 50.00 feet, a length of 218.62 feet to a point, which point is  marked by a 
granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane, N 84º 40’ 11” W, a distance 
of 198.86 feet to a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane, along a compound curve to 
the left with a radius of 1,000.00, a length of 157.05 feet, to a point, which point is marked by a 
granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane along a compound curve to 
the left with a radius of 1,052.48 feet, a length of 130.43 feet to a point, which point marks the 
corner of said Lot 1 and land, now or formerly, of Nancy Clark, Eddie Edward Edwards, and 
Kathleen N. Edwards and is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane and land of said Clark and 
Edward's, S 81º 01’ 23” W, a distance of 71.09 feet to a point, which point is marked by a fence 
post;  
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 Thence, continuing along the street line of Baker’s Cove Lane and land of said Clark and 
Edward's, S 80º 45’ 47” W, a distance of 35.50 feet to a point, which point marks the corner of 
land of said Clark and Edward's at the intersections of the streetlines of Baker's Cove Lane and 
Shennecossett Road and is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, turning and running along the easterly street line of Shennecossett Road, N 20 58 
39 W, a distance of 52.82 feet to a point; 
 Thence, continuing along the street line of Shennecosstt Road, N 18º 36’ 08” W, a distance 
of 24.85 feet to the point and place of beginning. Said parcel contains 36,280 square feet ( 0.83 
Acres ) more or less.  
 
WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall be effective upon passage; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Initially Approve “An 
Ordinance For Acceptance Of A Street, Bakers Cove Lane: As It Appears On Subdivision Plan, 
The Residences At Bakers Cove”. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-56. 
Bill Lewis, Highway Department Engineer said Bakers Cove lane has been in existence for 2-3 
years and the City is ready to take ownership of the road and sidewalks. 
Councilor Hale asked what benefit there will be to the City to do this. 
Mr. Lewis said it is a 12 lot subdivision on the street. 
Mayor Galbraith said this was the plan from the very beginning and now they have met the 
conditions to proceed. 
Barbara Goodrich, City Planner said without this there may not have been as many houses built 
which would mean less tax revenue. She said it is required in order to comply with City standards. 
Mayor Galbraith said this is the first reading. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-57 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL INITALLY 

APPROVE “AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT OPEN SPACE IN THE 
RESIDENCES AT BAKERS COVE SUBDIVISION” 

 
WHEREAS, the City Highway Engineering office on February 29, 2012 recommend acceptance 
of a parcel of open space, a total of 1.1 acres in Residences at Bakers Cove Shennecossett Road; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the land was already dedicated for open space on the approved Subdivision Plan, 
Residences at Bakers Cove, Shennecossett Road, Groton Connecticut, dated May 1, 2007, and 
 
WHEREAS, that certain parcel of land situated in the City of Groton, County of New London and 
State of Connecticut, mare practically bounded and described as follows: 
 
“A parcel of land being shown as “Open Space & Coastal Public Access” as shown on the map 
entitled “Open Space Survey Plan Showing As Built Conditions The Residences At Bakers Cove” 
sheet number 1 of 1, by Angus McDonald, Gary Sharpe & Associates Inc. dated October 12, 2009 
on file in the Town of Groton land records book 28 page 17 and more particularly described as 
follows:  
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 Commencing at a point marked by a granite merestone, which point marks the corner of 
the herein described property and land now or formally of the Borough of Groton, lie on the 
easterly street line of said Shennecossett Road, and is situated approximately 30 feet southerly of 
the intersection of Plant Street and Shennecossett Road, fifteen feet southerly from utility pole 
SNET 188. 

  Thence, running along the land of said Borough of Groton, N 89º 33’ 57” E A distance 
of 100.00 feet to a point, which is marked with a brass disc; 
 Thence continuing along the land of said Borough of Groton, N 89º 33’ 57” E, a distance of 
8 feet, more or less, to a point, which point marks the mean  high water line of Bakers Cove; 
 Thence, turning and running along the mean high water line of Baker’s Cove in a general 
southeasterly direction, a distance of 267 feet, more or less, to a point, which point marks the 
corner of the herein described property and lot 12; 
 Thence, turning and running along land of said Lot 12, S 75º 17’ 44” W a Distance of 
17feet, more or less, to a point marked by a brass disc; 
 Thence, continuing along land of Lot 12, S 75º 17’ 44” W, a distance of 22.4 Feet to a 
point, which point is marked by a granite merestone; 
 Thence, continuing along land of said Lot 12, S 75º 17’ 44” W, a distance of 290.00 feet to 
a point, which point is marked by a granite merestone set at the easterly Street line of 
Shennecossett Road and the corner of the herein described property and Lot 12; 
 Thence, turning and running along the easterly street line of said Shennecossett Road N 01º 
02’13” W a distance of 8.84 feet to a point; 
 Thence, continuing along the easterly street line of said Shennecossett Road N 02º 20’ 20” 
W, a distance of 227.90 feet to the point and place of beginning. 
 
WHEREAS, this Ordinance shall be effective upon passage; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council initially approve “An Ordinance 
To Accept Open Space in the Residences At Bakers Cove Subdivision”.  
 
Councilor Moncy moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-57. 
Ms. Goodrich said this parcel was carved off to be used as open space and meets all standards and 
has been inspected. 
There was discussion on what a nice spot it is. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy asked where the path for access is. 
Ms. Goodrich said you must walk the path to get to the access point. 
Mayor Galbraith said this is an initial reading. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-58 RESOLUTION TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT 

CHARTER REVISION FOR MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M. IN 
THE CITY OF GROTON MUNICIPAL BUILDING, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS   
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Revision Commission at its regular meeting held on May 9, 2012 voted 
to submit the draft of the proposed charter and subsequently submitted the draft of the proposed 
charter to the City Clerk for transmittal to the Mayor and Council (Appointing Authority) on May 
16, 2012; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council must conduct a public hearing on the draft report within 45 
days of receipt of the proposed charter; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council at its regular meeting held on Monday, May 21, 2012 has 
agreed to schedule a Public Hearing on Monday, June 18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the City of Groton 
Municipal Building, Council Chambers;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve scheduling a Public 
Hearing on the draft charter revision for Monday, June 18, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the City of Groton 
Municipal Building, Council Chambers.   
 
Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-58. 
Mayor Galbraith said this will set the date for the agreed upon public hearing. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-59  RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

TRANSFER OF $16,451.28 (SIXTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE DOLLARS AND TWENTY-EIGHT CENTS) TO THE TAX 
COLLECTOR'S SUSPENSE TAX BOOK 

 
WHEREAS, the Finance Department has received a list of taxes which Tax Collector Cynthia L. 
Small has determined to be uncollectable; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tax Collector Cynthia L. Small has requested these uncollectable taxes in the 
amount of $16,451.28 (Sixteen Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-One Dollars and Twenty-Eight 
Cents) be transferred to the Suspense Tax Book; and 

  
WHEREAS, said taxes are still collectable; 

  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the transfer of 
$16,451.28 (Sixteen Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-One Dollars and Twenty-Eight Cents) to the 
Tax Collector's Suspense Tax Book. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-59. 
Mayor Galbraith said this is done each year and the taxes are still collectable at a later time. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy asked if they could get a copy of the suspension list 
Mayor Galbraith said she would have copies sent to them. 
Motion carried. 
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R-12-6-60 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINT A 

MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO SERVE ON THE GROTON 
UTILITIES’ COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD SELECTION 
COMMITTEE 

 
WHEREAS, the Jacqueline B. Nixon Community Service Award was established by Groton 
Utilities as part of its 100th Anniversary Celebration in 2004; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Service Award Selection Committee has been reactivated to select a 
deserving member of the community to be awarded the 9th Annual Jacqueline B. Nixon 
Community Service Award; and 
 
WHEREAS, Groton Utilities would like to have a member of the City Council serve on the 
Groton Utilities’ Community Service Award Selection Committee; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoint a member of the City 
Council to serve on the Groton Utilities’ Community Service Award Selection Committee. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-60. 
Mayor Galbraith asked who would like to serve on the committee. 
Councilor Hale said he would do it. 
Mayor Galbraith said the vote would be for Councilor Hale to be appointed to serve on the 
committee. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-61 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE DEMOLITION AND ABATEMENT OF THE STRUCTURE 
AT 342 THAMES STREET AND AUTHORIZE AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $40,000.00 (FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) 
FOR PURPOSES OF SAID DEMOLITION TO BE PAID FROM 
CONTINGENCY FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Real Estate Acquisition Committee has determined that there is 
considerable deterioration to the structure located at 342 Thames Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Real Estate Acquisition Committee has recommended demolition;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 
demolition and abatement of the structure at 342 Thames Street and authorize an amount not to 
exceed $40,000.00 (Forty Thousand Dollars and No Cents) for purposes of said demolition to be 
paid from contingency funds.  
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Councilor Moncy moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-61. 
Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at length at the May 29th Committee of the Whole. 
Ms. Goodrich said this is straight forward. 
Mayor Galbraith said they went through the pros and cons of the options that were presented to 
them by the Real Estate Acquisition Committee 
Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked the Real Estate Acquisition Committee. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-12-6-62 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE POLICY GOVERNING THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL 
AUDITORIUM 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton offers use of the municipal auditorium to the public; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has established fees and charges to help underwrite the program 
costs associated with maintenance and monitoring of the facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has reviewed the user fees, conditions of use and rental procedure 
as follows: 
 
POLICY GOVERNING THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 
 
In order to provide a safe environment for community activities while protecting the assets of the 
City of Groton, the City has adopted the following provisions for use of the Municipal Building 
Auditorium: 
 
Conditions of Use 
 

• Individuals or organizations wishing to use the auditorium must make their request in 
writing through the office of the City Clerk. Requests must specify the date, time and type 
of function, services required and whether the use is for a profit or non-profit organization. 
In addition, a sponsor must be identified who is responsible for meeting the conditions of 
this agreement. 

• Minors must be under direct, adult supervision at all times. The Mayor and/or Police may 
order the auditorium vacated when the absence of adult supervision or loss of control 
results in actual or potential injury to persons or property. It is the responsibility of the 
sponsor to ensure that all members of their party stay within the specified area. 

• The following are among the prohibited activities: 
o Gambling or games of chance 
o Discharge or sale of firearms, weapons, fireworks, incendiaries or explosives 
o Open flames, flammable substances, or make-shift electrical runs and apparatus 

unless cleared through the Fire Marshall 
o Chemicals or substances which produce objectionable or injurious fumes or odors in 

significant amounts  
o Alcohol use 
o Acrobatics, sports or other activities involving risk of injury to performers or 

damage to the facility 
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o Loud music or noise during regular business hours  

 
NOTE: this list may not be all inclusive and the City of Groton reserves the right to determine 
appropriate use of the facility on a case by case basis. 
 
• Applicants shall be responsible for all casualties and/or damages ensuing from activity, and 

will provide evidence of liability coverage before issuance of a permit. 
• Sponsors are responsible for assuring that the facility is returned to its condition upon 

arrival. This includes the placing trash in proper receptacles, general cleaning and return of 
furnishings to their location upon arrival. 

 
Fees and Deposits 

• Base Rental Fee 
o City residents - $35 per hour 
o Non-residents - $45 per hour 

• After-hour Fees (after 4:30 on weekdays or on any weekend or holiday): 
o Prevailing hourly wage for a staff person who will be on duty for general building 

supervision starting 15 minutes prior to the event and ending 15 minutes after the 
event.  

o The staff person will inspect the premises before and after the event for cleanliness 
and damages. 

• A refundable cash deposit of $100 will be required at the time of reservation.  The deposit 
will be available for refund the next business day providing that there are no additional 
custodial or staff services to be covered. Organizations who use the auditorium on a regular 
basis may leave the deposit on file for an extended period of time, providing that the 
deposit does not have to be used for custodial or staff services. 

• Police, Fire, Electrical Technician and custodial services, provided by the City of Groton 
when required by the City Clerk or Mayor and when available, must be paid for at the 
prevailing labor rates prior to the event. 

 
Disclaimers 
 

• The City Clerk and/or Mayor reserve the right to refuse a permit for the use of the 
auditorium, without recourse, if such a refusal is deemed necessary to protect the best 
interests of the City of Groton and its citizens. The Clerk and/or Mayor reserve the right to 
refuse to issue a permit for future use of the auditorium for a breach of this agreement. 

• A permitted and scheduled use may be pre-empted by action of the Mayor in order to serve 
an urgent and unforeseen government need.  In such an event, the activity may be 
rescheduled or the fee paid will be reimbursed with no obligation on the part of the City. 

• The City of Groton will not be responsible for lost, stolen or damaged property. 
• The City of Groton reserves the right to waive, augment, or change these provisions on a 

“case basis” when unique circumstances exist. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the Policy 
Governing the Use of the Municipal Auditorium.  
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Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approver-12-6-62. 
Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the May 29th Committee of the Whole.  She asked clerk 
Patrick if there was anything she wanted to add. 
Clerk Patrick said it covered all they discussed. 
Motion carried.  
 
R-12-6-63 RESOLUTION THAT MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GROTON UTILITIES COMMISSION AND 
RESPECTFULLY DECLINE THE OFFER TO ENGAGE IN DISCUSSION 
REGARDING OPENING RESERVOIR PROPERTY FOR A PROPOSED 
BLUFF POINT TO PRESTON TRAIL  

 
WHEREAS, the reservoirs and surrounding land owned by the City of Groton are held solely for 
the purpose of providing safe, quality drinking water to the customers of Groton Utilities within the 
Southeastern Connecticut region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has over successive years heard and considered the proposals of the 
Tri-Town Trail Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton remains supportive of  alternate trail options which would meet 
the aim of the Tri Town Trail Committee to provide a Bluff Point to Preston Trail connecting 
Groton, Ledyard, and Preston; and 
 
WHEREAS, because Groton Utilities and the City of Groton understand the importance of both 
preserving and enjoying open space, and in order to meet regulatory requirements, opportunities 
are provided throughout the year for supervised access to the property held by Groton Utilities and 
the City of Groton; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has voiced significant concerns related to opening a recreational pathway 
through watershed and reservoir land including water safety, liability, maintenance, land 
preservation, and fiscal responsibility which have remained unresolved; and 
 
WHEREAS, after hearing and considering the views of the Tri-Town Trail Committee, the Groton 
Utilities Commission has recommended that Groton Utilities and the City of Groton not pursue 
continued discussion on opening the reservoir properties for recreational purposes; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept the recommendation of 
the Groton Utilities Commission and respectfully decline the offer to engage in discussion 
regarding opening reservoir property for a proposed Bluff Point to Preston Trail.    
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve R-12-6-63.  
Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at length at the May 29th Committee of the Whole and is 
in support of the recommendation of the Groton Utilities Commission. 
Motion carried. 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  
MINUTES 
JUNE 4, 2012 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


