
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, MAY 21, 2012 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
 
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors David Hale, Keith 
Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Amy Moncy and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Councilors William Jervis, Keith Hedrick, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett and Finance 
Director Michael Hillsberg. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Galbraith 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
None. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve the May 7, 2012 
Revised Mayor and Council minutes. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Gerrish attended the Lawrence & Memorial Hospital 100th Anniversary gala at 
Mohegan Sun May 19th.  He said it was a very nice evening. 
Councilor Moncy had no report. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy attended the Riverfront Run May 19th, the Group I Public Safety Committee 
and Environment & Health Committee meetings May 14th. She attended the Fitch Alumni event for 
a presentation on his book about Robert E. Fitch by Town Historian Jim Streeter. 
Mayor Galbraith said she received a letter from members of the Ledyard Town Council regarding 
the Tri-Town Trail.  She said this is on the Utilities Commission agenda to discuss a response. She 
participated in the walking tour of the reservoir and said that along with the good weather it was 
informative too. May 15th was National Peace Officers Memorial Day in recognition of officers 
who lost their lives in the line of duty. She said they had a flag lowering ceremony in honor of the 
officers and thanked Corporal Comstock for bringing the memorial to her attention. She attended  
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the carbon filter changing and said she learned a lot. She attended the Centennial Luncheon at 
Mystic Healthcare and Rehabilitation where they honored 5 residents who were 100 years or older.  
She attended the Groton/Mystic Chamber of Commerce event hosted by Groton Utilities.  She said 
4 small business owners talked about their experience in starting up their businesses. She attended 
a Town Economic Development meeting and reported they will be revealing a new website soon. 
She attended the Riverfront Run and the Lawrence & Memorial Hospital gala. 
Clerk Patrick had no report. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
Group Committee updates 
Councilor Hale- Environment & Health Committee.  He said they are beginning a conversation to 
look at the possibility of a noise ordinance or a way to more strongly enforce State Statutes. He 
reported that they are looking at a smoking ban in public parks and will look at the possibility of an 
ordinance rather than Beach & Parks Committee rules after he spoke with Recreation Director 
Mary Hill about it. He said municipalities have the authority to limit smoking in public parks. He 
said they have materials given to the committee for both referral items to look through at the next 
meeting.  
Deputy Mayor Duffy-Parks & Recreation Committee did not meet. She did attend the Public 
Safety Committee where they discussed the referral item regarding Mutual Aid Assistance with the 
Poquonnock Bridge Fire Department.  
Councilor Gerrish-Public Works Committee did not meet. 
Councilor Moncy-Community Development Committee did not have a quorum to meet.  She did 
report that they will continue to look at Citizen Recognition. 
 
Charter Revision Commission review 
Mayor Galbraith thanked the commission members for the time they put in to this point and 
thanked Chairperson Dunbar-Rose and Vice-Chair Zuiliani for the additional hours they put in to 
compile the final draft report to the Council. She asked Chairperson Dunbar-Rose and Vice-Chair 
Zuiliani to come forward to the table. 
 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose began by reading from the minutes of the August 24, 2011 Public 
Hearing where Mayor Galbraith gave her thoughts on which areas of the Charter might be looked 
at. She noted that the commission first met July 27, 2011 where they voted for a Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary.  They set the date for the 1st  Public Hearing, August 24, 2011 
and once the were ready to present a draft report a 2nd Public Hearing May 9, 2012 to take 
comments from the public before submitting the final draft. 
Vice-Chairperson Zuliani said Chairperson Dunbar-Rose did a great job and the commission 
worked together well with each member having the opportunity to speak and give their thoughts. 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose said all the department heads were given a copy of the descriptions of 
their respective positions and she heard back from 3 of them. The HR Director and Chief Operator 
Cini from the PAF came to address questions from the commission.  She went over the new 
sections and explained why they were added.  She asked if there were any questions. 
Mayor Galbraith suggested they start at the beginning of the report and take questions after. 
Chairperson Dunbar-Rose went over the final draft by Article/Section using the Current vs 
Proposed summary. She asked if there were any questions. 
Mayor Galbraith suggested they go back to the beginning and work their way through.  
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The Councilors asked for clarification and intent on several Articles.  There was a lengthy 
discussion on the language in Article X, Section 5. There was discussion on when the City 
Attorney would get the report. In the interest of cost savings it was decided it would go to him 
when the Council has made its recommendations. 
Mayor Galbraith said they can discuss this further during their review of the final draft.  
Mayor Galbraith again thanked the members of the commission.   
Mayor Galbraith thanked Deb Patrick for all of her work with the commission.  
She asked if members M. Kelly and B. Blaisdell had any comments. 
They both agreed that Chairperson Dunbar-Rose and Vice-Chair Zuliani did a thorough job on the 
presentation. 
She went over the proposed timeline for the Council and commission action with regard to the 
Charter.  She asked if June 18th would be agreeable to them to hold a Public Hearing.  
She said they would meet on June 25th to address any public comments and go over any 
recommendations they might have for the final draft, by July 2, 2012 they would vote on any 
recommendations and forward it to the commission for their review.  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-12-5-53 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

REAPPOINTMENT OF BETSY GIBSON, 91 JUPITER POINT ROAD, 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT TO THE REPRESENTATIVE ADVISORY 
BOARD TO THE SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT WATER 
AUTHORITY (SCWA), TERM TO EXPIRE ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 

 
WHEREAS, General Statutes, Special Act 381, Section 4(a) states:  “The representative advisory 
board to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority shall consist of two electors from each 
town within the district who shall be appointed by the board of selectmen or town council, as the 
case may be, on September 1, 1969, and whose successors shall be so appointed on or before 
September first biennially thereafter.  One of such members of the advisory board from each town 
shall be appointed by the members of the board of selectmen or town council, as the case may be, 
of the political party having the greatest representation on such board, or council and the other 
member of said advisory board shall be appointed by the members of the board or selectmen or 
town council of the political party having the next greatest representation.  Members shall serve for 
a term of two years and until their successors are appointed and have qualified and shall serve 
without compensation…”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Betsy Gibson, 91 Jupiter Point Road, Groton, Connecticut desires to continue to 
serve on the Representative Advisory Board to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council approve the reappointment of Betsy 
Gibson, 91 Jupiter Point Road, Groton, Connecticut to serve on the Representative Advisory Board 
to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority term to expire on September 1, 2013. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-12-5-53. 
Mayor Galbraith said Ms. Gibson has agreed to serve. Motion carried.  
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R-12-5-54 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF MARIAN GALBRAITH, 771 SHENNECOSSETT 
ROAD, GROTON, CONNECTICUT TO THE REPRESENTATIVE 
ADVISORY BOARD TO THE SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT WATER 
AUTHORITY (SCWA), TERM TO EXPIRE ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 

 
WHEREAS, General Statutes, Special Act 381, Section 4(a) states:  “The representative advisory 
board to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority shall consist of two electors from each 
town within the district who shall be appointed by the board of selectmen or town council, as the 
case may be, on September 1, 1969, and whose successors shall be so appointed on or before 
September first biennially thereafter.  One of such members of the advisory board from each town 
shall be appointed by the members of the board of selectmen or town council, as the case may be, 
of the political party having the greatest representation on such board, or council and the other 
member of said advisory board shall be appointed by the members of the board or selectmen or 
town council of the political party having the next greatest representation.  Members shall serve for 
a term of two years and until their successors are appointed and have qualified and shall serve 
without compensation…”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Marian Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut desires to serve on 
the Representative Advisory Board to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council approve the appointment of Marian 
Galbraith, 771 Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut to serve on the Representative Advisory 
Board to the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority term to expire on September 1, 2013. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-12-5-54.  
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session 
to discuss business strategy to include Utilities Director Paul Yatcko.  Motion carried. 
Executive Session commenced at 8:30 p.m. 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to exit Executive Session.  
Motion carried. 
Executive Session ended at 8:45 p.m.  



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  
AGENDA 
MAY 21, 2012 
 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick  
City Clerk 


