
 

 

CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2011 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Amy 
Moncy, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Led by Mayor Galbraith. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Gary Trahan, 881 Shennecossett Road came to the Council to discuss a letter he received from the 
City Attorney regarding use of City property for his personal use. He presented a copy of the letter 
as well as copies of GIS photos of his property. He said he has lived there for 15 years and has 
always planted flowers on the area that is considered City property. He went on to say that a 
number of property owners in his neighborhood have fencing and or plantings on City owned 
property yet he is the only one being asked to remove it. He said he removed some items because 
he thought the City considered it blight. 
There was discussion regarding his use of City owned property for plantings and parking.  
There was discussion on where he parked in relation to the GIS map provided. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Mayor Galbraith said she spoke with him on June 10, 2011 and a letter of compliance was received 
by him on June 13, 2011 stating he had 15 days to appeal or comply. Since he did not fully comply 
or appeal within the specified time frame the letter he presented to the Council was sent. 
Mr. Trahan said the letter didn’t specify what should be removed. He said he was going to write to 
request permission to keep the flowers. 
There was discussion regarding blight and how a complaint is dealt with. 
Councilor Hale said he believes Mr. Trahan may have a Zoning issue and the Council shouldn’t be 
involved. 
Councilor Jervis asked about the large planters. 
Councilor Gerrish asked if this was a question of blight or an unauthorized use of City property. 
There was discussion as to whether the Council has any authority in a matter like this. 
Mayor Galbraith said the Council can give permission for use of City property by a private citizen.  
She thought it might be appropriate to have the Zoning Official come to explain what property can 
be used. 
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Mr. Trahan said he got the idea for the large pots from the City when they placed them at various 
locations around the City. He said parking has been an ongoing issue for him. 
Mayor Galbraith said he needs to resolve all of the issues, including any possible Zoning issues, 
and then request permission. She said he should be specific about what he would like to do on the 
City owned property. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve the August 1, 2011 
Mayor and Council meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Hedrick said he volunteered at City Day and attended the concert in the park. He said 
both events are great.  He said, as always, City Day was a lot of fun. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy said she volunteered at City Day and, as always, it was a fun event. She said 
the City departments, Groton Utilities and the various City businesses all had wonderful displays. 
She said Parks & Recreation did a great job with all the set up and with the children’s activities. 
She thanked Clerk Deb Patrick for all her efforts for City Day. She attended the tour at Pfizer for 
Community Leaders August 4th and found it very interesting.  She said she is appreciative that they 
take the time to bring in business and community leaders. She said she feels the scientific work 
will remain there for a long time. 
Councilor Gerrish said he recently watched a program concerning Police suicides and found it to 
be quite informative.  He said with what has happened recently he thought it was important to deal 
with the issue in a proactive way. 
Councilor Moncy volunteered at City Day and said it was a great evening for families to get out 
and enjoy all the activities.  She said the Fire Department took her up in the ladder truck and she 
said it was quite exciting to see just high up it went.  She said all the departments did a great job 
with their displays and activities and were very receptive to the community. 
Councilor Jervis attended the Pfizer tour on August 4th. 
Mayor Galbraith said she is working with a Facilities Use Committee of staff members to find the 
best use for Colonel Ledyard School and what the reasonable costs associated with use would be. 
She said there is ongoing discussion to use it as recreational and community space. She said they 
would like the space to remain viable and in a useable condition. She said they are moving forward 
with Thames Street project. She attended a Pre-Bid meeting today with bids being due by Tuesday, 
August 23rd.  She volunteered at City Day and said it was a wonderful event.  She thanked Clerk 
Deb Patrick for all she did to make it a great event. She said all City departments did a great job 
with their displays. She said she is meeting monthly with Jim Streeter from the Town of Groton 
and Bob Congdon of Groton Long Point to discuss issues that are of concern to all of us. She said 
she is working with Al Chapman, City Highway Engineer, to work on signage to prevent truck 
traffic from using Thames Street and she is communicating with the State of Connecticut as well. 
She said she has continued her job shadowing and has worked with the Fire Department learning 
about what they do at the Fire House.  She said since cleaning the building is part of their daily 
routine she cleaned the bathroom with them and she also went under the cab to check the 
transmission oil on a ladder truck. She also went out with a Groton Utilities electric line crew. She 
was with a crew that was laying underground conduit.  She said they allowed her to assist while 
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always having their skilled people do the work. She said is grateful to all the employees who have 
allowed her to learn more about the work they do. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
None. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-11-8-57 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE THE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF GROTON AND MILONE AND MACBROOM, 
INCORPORATED, 99 REALTY DRIVE, CHESHIRE, CONNECTICUT FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING AND INSPECTION OF THE 
EMERGENCY RELIEF PROJECT - RETAINING WALLS ON THAMES 
STREET AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. GALBRAITH BE 
AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO THE AGREEMENT UPON REVIEW 
AND ACCEPTANCE BY THE CITY ATTORNEY 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has entered into a Construction Agreement and City and State 
Rights of Way Acquisition Agreement with the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation 
for funding a portion of  the Emergency Relief Project-Retaining Walls on Thames Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Construction Agreement provides for funding for construction inspection 
services to oversee construction engineering and inspection of the project; and  
 
WHEREAS, due to time constraints it is necessary to waive the bid process; and  
 
WHEREAS, Milone and MacBroom, Incorporated has intimate knowledge of this project as they 
have provided services involving the emergency inspection and design of the collapsed walls; and  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 
authorize and approve the agreement between the City of Groton and Milone and MacBroom, 
Incorporated, 99 Realty Drive, Cheshire, Connecticut for the Construction Engineering and 
Inspection of the Emergency Relief Project – Retaining Walls on Thames Street and that Mayor 
Marian K. Galbraith be authorized to enter into the Agreement upon the review and acceptance of 
the City Attorney. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-57. 
Mayor Galbraith said City Engineer, Bill Lewis was here to address the Council or answer 
questions. She said Mr. Lewis is the contact person for the City on the project. 
Mr. Lewis said he would be happy to answer any questions. 
Councilor Hale asked about the costs. 
Mr. Lewis said it is not to exceed $90,000.00. 
Mayor Galbraith said the City will pay 20% and the rest has been set aside in the Town of Groton 
CIP. 
Motion carried. 
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R-11-8-58 RESOLUTION APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF MARY PRATT, 15 
WASHINGTON DRIVE, GROTON, CONNECTICUT AS A REGULAR 
MEMBER, BEACH AND PARKS COMMITTEE, TERM TO EXPIRE ON 
DECEMBER 31, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Beach and Parks Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mary Pratt, 15 Washington Drive, Groton, Connecticut has been recommended for 
appointment and desires to serve as a regular member of the Beach and Parks Committee;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 
Mary Pratt, 15 Washington Drive, Groton, Connecticut, as a regular member, Beach and Parks 
Committee, term to expire on December 31, 2011. 
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-58. 
Councilor Hale thanked Ms. Pratt for volunteering to serve. He said volunteers are what make the 
City a great place. 
Mayor Galbraith reported that she has appointed Rick Mears to the Conservation Commission and 
urged residents to look on the City web site www.cityofgroton.com, for other volunteer 
opportunities on our Boards & Commissions. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-8-59 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

CITY OF GROTON TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2011 INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL 7400 SBA 4X2 TRUCK WITH HEIL MODEL FORMULA 4000 
HEAVY DUTY 20 YARD REAR LOADER REFUSE BODY FROM 
NUTMEG INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS, INCORPORATED, 130 
BRAINARD ROAD, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT FOR THE TOTAL 
PRICE OF $143,607.28 (ONE HUNDRED FORTY-THREE THOUSAND, 
SIX HUNDRED SEVEN DOLLARS AND TWENTY-EIGHT CENTS) TO 
BE PAID FROM CAPITAL FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the Highway Department has identified the need to replace the 1999 truck dedicated 
to recyclable materials; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Foreman has researched this vehicle, which was 
budgeted for in Fiscal year 2011, and determined this will be the most economical vehicle to 
transport single-stream recyclable material; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent agrees and this vehicle is available utilizing a 
State of Connecticut contract which will result in the most advantageous purchase price for this 
vehicle; and  

 
WHEREAS, Nutmeg International Trucks Incorporated, 130 Brainard Road, Hartford, 
Connecticut was awarded the State of Connecticut contract; and 
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WHEREAS, the Highway Department Foreman and the Purchasing Agent recommend this 
purchase; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the City of Groton to 
purchase of one (1) 2011 International Model 7400 SBA 4X2 truck with HEIL Model formula 
4000 heavy duty 20 yard rear loader refuse body from Nutmeg International Trucks, Incorporated,  
 
130 Brainard Road, Hartford, Connecticut for the total price of $143,607.28 (One Hundred Forty-
Three Thousand Six Hundred Seven Dollars and Twenty-Eight Cents), to be paid from Capital 
Funds. 
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-59. 
Mayor Galbraith asked Finance Director Hillsberg to give the Councilors a little background.  
Mr. Hillsberg said this was through a State bid and they worked closely with Highway Foreman 
Tim Umrysz on the specifications for the truck. He said it will replace a 1999 truck. 
Councilor Moncy asked what the “single stream” referred to. 
Mr. Hillsberg and Mayor Galbraith both said it allows the recycling to be put together and 
separated later. 
Mr. Hillsberg said it will save the City money. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-8-60 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROPRIATE 

FUNDS RECEIVED FROM CONNECTICUT MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC 
ENERGY COOPERATIVE (“CMEEC”) FOR THE LEASE OF PROPERTY 
FROM THE CITY OF GROTON FOR THE 50 IN 5 GENERATOR 
PROGRAM INTO THE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND ACCOUNT FOR 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton established a Special Revenue Fund Account for Community 
Development and Beautification projects by way of resolution R-11-5-29; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton entered into a lease with CMEEC to lease a specific portion 
property located at 1268 Poquonnock Road for the purposes of allowing the construction, 
installation, operation, and maintenance for two (2) diesel electric generators for the generation of 
electrical power and all appurtenances and equipment related thereto for interconnect to the 
electrical distribution system owned and operated by the City of Groton, acting by and through 
Groton Utilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ground Lease agreement was approved by the City of Groton Mayor and Council 
on July 6, 2010 pursuant to Resolution R-10-7-56 and fully executed on July 30, 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has deemed it fitting to appropriate the funds to the Special 
Revenue Fund Account for Community Development and Beautification projects;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Appropriate funds received from 
Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative (“CMEEC”) for the lease of property from the 
City of Groton for the 50 in 5 Generator Program into the Special Revenue Fund Account for 
Community Development and Beautification Projects. 
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Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-60. 
Mayor Galbraith said that when the 50 In 5 generators were installed it was determined the rental 
income would go to the City.  She said it has been determined that the rental income should go into 
the special fund that has been established for Community Development and Beautification 
projects.  She said the fund can be used for a number of different projects. 
 
Councilor Moncy agreed that it would be a nice way to get funding on a new project.  
There was some discussion on the original landscaping plans for the 50 In 5 project.  
Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add 
R-11-8-61 and R-11-8-62.  
Mayor Galbraith said they only received these today. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-8-61 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE RETIREMENT OF POLICE LIEUTENANT ROBERT 
MARTIN FROM THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 15, 2011  

 
WHEREAS, Police Lieutenant Robert Martin has informed the Mayor of his intent to leave his 
position with the City of Groton Police Department by reason of retirement effective September 
15, 2011; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the 
retirement of Police Lieutenant Robert Martin from the City of Groton Police Department effective 
September 15, 2011. 
 
Councilor Moncy moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-61. 
Councilor Hale said he was sorry to see him go.   
Mayor Galbraith said both individuals have many years of dedicated service in the City of Groton 
we wish them the best in their retirement. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-8-62 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE RETIREMENT OF POLICE OFFICER DAVID 
MIGLIOZZI FROM THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 2, 2011  

 
WHEREAS, Police Officer David Migliozzi has informed the Mayor of his intent to leave his 
position with the City of Groton Police Department by reason of retirement effective October 2, 
2011; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept and approve the 
retirement of Police Officer David Migliozzi from the City of Groton Police Department effective 
October 2, 2011.  
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Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-62. 
Councilor Hale said he will be sorry to see him go. 
The Councilors and Mayor agreed. 
Councilor Hale asked if we will be hiring officers. 
Mayor Galbraith said the process has already begun and now they will hire more.  
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT   
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
APPROVED: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


