
 

 

CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2011 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor Celeste Duffy, Councilors Keith Hedrick, 
Lawrence Gerrish, Amy Moncy, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City 
Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Councilor David Hale and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Galbraith.  
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Bill Shafer, 324 Thames Street spoke as a resident of Griswold Terrace regarding his concerns of 
lack of proper maintenance of the Costa property. He had concerns about trees, bushes and the 
unoccupied structures. He said they feel the property has become an eyesore. He said pictures had 
been sent to the Mayor’s office. 
Mayor Galbraith said she didn’t have them and asked if he could get the pictures to her. 
JoAnn Kosta, 324 Thames Street gave pictures to the Councilors showing the current condition of 
the Costa property as viewed from her patio. 
Dick Kosta, 324 Thames Street said he served on the Costa Property Committee.  He feels that 
since the committee has not met in some time and the committee has been disbanded the 
maintenance has not been continued. He went on to say that trees that had been marked for 
removal are still there and while the plans for the waterside of the property have been approved the 
property on the other side of the street has no plan in place. 
Ann Russo, 324 Thames Street property owner said she doesn’t live there but is concerned that due 
to funding constraints the property will continue to deteriorate. She asked the City to come up with 
a plan to improve the property and said the board members of Griswold Terrace would be glad to 
work with them. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 
Deputy Mayor Duffy thanked them for coming to speak and thanked Mr. Kosta for serving on the 
committee. 
Mayor Galbraith thanked them for bringing their concerns to their attention and they will look into 
the matter.  
Councilor Hedrick and Councilor Moncy thanked them for coming and speaking.  
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VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to approve the July 5, 2011 
Mayor and Council meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve the July 25, 2011 
Committee of the Whole meeting minutes.  
Deputy Mayor Duffy said she was sorry she wasn’t there to see the presentations. 
Mayor Galbraith said it was a very good meeting. 
Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hedrick attended the tour of the Operations Complex.  He thanked Rick Stevens, Herb 
Cummings and their staff for an informative tour.  He felt he learned a great deal about the work 
that is done there. He attended an OPSAIL meeting last week and will attend another tomorrow. 
He reported that he had heard from a resident regarding the $5.00 coupons that were sent out after 
the TVC outage.  He said while the resident was happy to see TVC respond in that way they 
wondered if a City restaurant might be chosen if another issue happens.  
Councilor Jervis said he has heard from residents regarding the traffic light at Pfizer that appears 
to run 24 hours a day 7 days a week. He said it might be more practical to have it blinking after 
normal working hours and on weekends. He said he knows this is an issue they have addressed in 
the past and hoped the State would be looking into it. 
Councilor Moncy attended the tours at the Operations Complex and the PAF. She thanked the 
staff and said they provided a very informative tour. She was impressed with the dedication and 
commitment of the staff. 
Councilor Gerrish attended the concert in the park and Art on the Groton Bank. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy attended the Art on the Groton Bank and worked in the dessert tent.  She 
said Hali Keeler and the committee did a great job showcasing all of the talented local artists we 
have. She cooked at the staff cookout at Washington Park July 8th and enjoyed meeting so many of 
the employees. She said some of the Groton Utilities linemen were working on her street the 
following week and it was nice to see familiar faces.  She attended the tour at the Operations 
Complex and PAF.  She said the staff always goes above and beyond to educate us and we are 
fortunate to have talented and skilled people there. She said she will attend the Pfizer tour this 
week. 
Mayor Galbraith said the State is looking into reducing the hours of operation of the light at 
Pfizer.  She said the coupon sent out by TVC has generated many comments.  She said they were 
under no obligation to do anything but felt it was a goodwill gesture to let their subscribers know 
they are responsive when issues arise.  She said the minimum $25.00 purchase stated on the bottom 
of the coupon that went out has been waived. She said she is continuing her job shadowing.  She 
worked traffic control for the fireworks, did a ride along with the Police Department, worked 
Customer Care for Groton Utilities and went out to read meters. Today she worked Customer Care 
for TVC.  Last week she worked with the beach supervisor and with the Summer Playground 
supervisor and staff.  She said she is learning a great deal about the various jobs City employees 
do.  She reported the after a minor complication they received approval to go out to bid on the 
Thames Street retaining walls and will begin to move forward on the larger Thames Street road 
repairs. She also attended the Art on Groton bank and the tours of the Operations complex and 
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PAF.  She said she is now a member of the Southeastern Connecticut Water Authority representing 
Groton Utilities and the City of Groton.. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 
Survey of Fire Staffing Study – Ad Hoc Committee 
Mayor Galbraith said she asked Councilor Jervis to chair this committee and for Deputy Mayor 
Duffy, Councilor Gerrish, Chief Delia and Firefighter Dan Tompkins to serve on the committee. 
She went over the following instructions for them: 
 

1. Review and analyze the recommendations made in the “Survey of Fire Staffing.” 
a.   Each recommendation, including but not limited to staffing recommendations, staffing   

options and operational recommendations, should be analyzed according to several    
        critical factors.  These factors should include, but are not limited to, contractual 

 agreements with the IAFF, GFD policies and procedures, aid agreements with other fire 
departments, budget/tax impact and timeliness.  

 
2. To identify the most cost effective and timely measure(s) the City should take to ensure that 

the Groton Fire Department is adequately staffed and resourced to provide the requisite 
services to the community.  

 
3. To report back to the Committee of the Whole by October 24, 2011 with it’s 

recommendations. 
She asked Councilor Jervis to come up with a meeting schedule. 
Clerk Patrick asked that Councilor Jervis let her know the meeting schedule so she can schedule a 
room and generate and post an agenda for them. She said she would also generate the minutes for 
them.  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-11-8-54 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ADOPT THE 

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING ACQUISITION, MAINTENANCE, 
DEMOLITION AND DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
CITY OF GROTON 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish procedures in support of the City of Groton’s efforts 
aimed at reducing blighted conditions with the elimination of vacant and/or abandoned buildings 
under Ordinance #146 “An Ordinance Concerning Blight and Public Nuisance”  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton, from time to time, has the opportunity to acquire property by way 
of various means; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Acquisition, Maintenance, Demolition and Disposition Procedures and 
Guidelines will establish consistent procedures for the handling of specifically designated 
properties in order to effectively maintain and/or market properties in order to enhance the 
neighborhoods in which they are located;  
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council adopt the Procedures for 
handling Acquisition, Maintenance, Demolition and Disposition of Real Property within the City 
of Groton.  
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-11-8-54. 
Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the July 25, 2011 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
She said this arose from work done by the Council Group Community Development Committee 
and questions that arose regarding the Mother Bailey House. She said this policy will allow them 
to make informed decisions regarding acquired property and give teeth to the Blight Ordinance. 
She asked City Planner Barbara Goodrich if she wished to add anything. 
Ms. Goodrich said she would be happy to answer any questions. 
Deputy Mayor Duffy said it is quite thorough she is very appreciative of all the work that went into 
creating this policy. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-8-55 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ADOPT THE HIRING 

PROCEDURES FOR FULL TIME/PART TIME POSITIONS OTHER THAN 
POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary establish formal procedures for the hiring of full time/part time 
positions within the City of Groton; and 
 
WHEREAS, the establishment of the procedures is necessary to formalize processes, define 
criteria and maintain consistency in the hiring practices of all City departments other than Police 
and Fire Departments; and  
 
WHEREAS, the hiring procedure outlines the process for both Union and Non-Union positions;   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council adopt the Hiring Procedures for 
Full Time/Part Time Positions other than Police and Fire Departments.  
 
Deputy Mayor Duffy moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve 11-8-55. 
Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the July 25, 2011 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
She said these are the general hiring practices for all departments other than Police and Fire. She 
said the Police have a policy and they are developing one for the Fire Department. She said HR 
Manager Lorry Scheetz was here to answer questions. 
Deputy mayor Duffy had a question regarding a reference in the July 25, 2011 Committee of the 
Whole minutes to a psychological screening. 
Ms. Scheetz said that is only used for the Police Department and was removed from the draft of the 
new policy.  
Motion carried. 
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R-11-8-56 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT A 

DONATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $100.00 (ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
AND NO CENTS) FROM ANNE TOWNSEND, 95 EASTWOOD ROAD, 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
AND BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton established a Special Revenue Fund Account for Community 
Development and Beautification  projects by way of resolution R-11-5-29; and  
 
WHEREAS, Anne Townsend, 95 Eastwood Road, Groton, Connecticut would like to make a 
donation to the fund in support the City of Groton’s continuing community development and 
beautification efforts;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept a donation in the amount 
of $100.00 (One Hundred Dollars and No Cents) from Anne Townsend, 95 Eastwood Road, 
Groton, Connecticut for the Community Development and Beautification projects in the City of 
Groton. 
 
Councilor Gerrish moved Deputy Mayor Duffy seconded a motion to approve 11-8-56. 
Mayor Galbraith said in May a fund was established for the Development and Beautification of 
Thames Street.  She said at that time a donation came from the Friends of Thames Street.  
They thanked Ms. Townsend for her generous donation. 
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 
 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


