
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2011 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. 
Luck, Keith Hedrick, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra 
Patrick. Excused: Councilor Celeste Duffy and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
Mayor Popp announced the City of Groton Easter Egg Hunt would be at the Municipal Building 
Saturday, April 23rd at 10:00 a.m. sharp.  
They all agreed that it would be best to arrive early as the hunt itself is done in a matter of minutes. 
There was discussion about the Easter Bunny, McGruff, Splash and Sergio all being here.   
Mayor Popp announced the Workers Memorial would be Thursday, April 28th at 6:00 a.m. at 
Washington Park.   
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve the April 4, 
2011 Mayor and Council minutes. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale said with this being Mayor Popp’s last Mayor & Council meeting that he has 
served the City well these last 12 years and the City is better off for it. He said he intended no 
disrespect to those who served before. He said it was an honor serving with him. 
Councilor Luck reminded people to come to the Easter Egg hunt on Saturday morning and said 
this is her last Mayor & Council meeting and she has enjoyed serving on the Council. She attended 
the walking tour of Thames Street on April 16th and said despite the cold there was a good turnout. 
She thanked the members of the Thames Street Committee and volunteers for their hard work.  
Councilor Jervis attended the submarine birthday celebration and commemoration of the sinking 
of the USS Thresher at the Submarine Memorial on April 10th. He said he had an inquiry from a 
member of the media regarding the census data indicating a large number of single mothers living 
below the poverty level here in the City.  He said if the data is correct it underscores the  
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importance of keeping West Side Middle School open in order to continue to provide services for 
these young families.  
Mayor Popp said it could be some time before the data is verified. 
Councilor Hedrick attended the presentation of the Police and Highway Department budgets to 
the Town Council on April 11th and the RTM meeting on April 13th. He said the sub committee 
meetings of the RTM for the budget cycle will be starting soon. He participated in the walking tour 
of Thames Street on April 16th and was stationed at Thames/Pleasant Streets. He thanked the 
Thames Street Planning Committee for all of their hard work preparing for this event and 
providing them with packets of information. He thanked the many volunteers for assisting and said 
Patch.com was there to report on it.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith participated in the walking tour of Thames Street and was stationed at 
Fort/Thames Streets. She attended the submarine 111th birthday celebration and commemoration of 
the sinking of the USS Thresher at the Submarine Memorial on April 10th. She attended a meeting 
of the Groton Education Foundation and said there will be a new fundraising event coming to 
support the foundation. She attended the presentation of the Police and Highway Department 
budgets to the Town Council on April 11th. She reported there will be 2 more presentations for the 
Thames Street reconstruction plan, Tuesday, April 19th at the Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday, April 20th at the Mystic/Noank Library at 7:00 p.m.  She encouraged anyone with 
questions to attend one of these presentations. 
There is a link to view the presentation on the City of Groton web site www.cityofgroton.com  
Mayor Popp met in Hartford with Secretary Barnes of the Office of Policy and Management 
regarding CMEEC, generation at the Sub Base and our position on possible loss of funding for the 
Manufacturing & Machinery Equipment Exemption. He attended the submarine 111th birthday 
celebration and commemoration of the sinking of the USS Thresher at the Submarine Memorial on 
April 10th and the budget review with the Town Council on April 11th. He was invited with Chief 
Operator Kevin Cini to a 2nd Class Civil Engineering class at the Coast Guard Academy to judge a 
poster contest depicting the collection system our PAF uses.  He said the cadets spent time at the 
PAF observing how the collection system and waste water treatment system works.  
Mayor Popp said Finance Director Hillsberg has been looking into solar electric energy options 
through DCS Energy and after they toured our facilities it was determined that 6 out of 8 buildings 
would be suitable locations.  
Mr. Hillsberg said the equipment would be leased for 5 years at zero cost to the City.  It is under 
warranty for 10 years and we would enter into a 20 year agreement for the equipment to be 
installed and utilized.  He said it will result in savings of $160.00 in electric costs per month per 
building and DCS Energy would get the credits.  
Mayor Popp said if there was any cost it would be to determine that the roof of each structure was 
sound enough to house the units. He said once contracts have been written up they would come to 
the Council for approval. He said there are a number of communities currently doing this, 
including Norwich, Ledyard, Montville, New London and East Lyme. 
There was discussion regarding the possible costs to the City if the Building Official required 
certifications of the roofs prior to installation. 
Mayor Popp said he has the comparisons requested for the proposed changes to the insurance plan. 
The requested materials will be in their packets next week. He said with the 25 members of 
management alone there would be a savings of $20,000.00 over 2 years and on the 47 non-union 
non-management group there is a savings of $81,000.00 over 2 years.  Once all employees are 
included there will be a savings of $300,000.00-$400,000.00 per year. 
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He said Mr. Hillsberg is looking into wellness programs to find ways to save additional money. He 
said it is imperative to get a handle on the costs now prior to year 2017.   
 
Councilor Hale said that he saw on the news that there are only 5 surviving members of Doolittle’s 
Raiders. He went on to say that our participation in hosting the members a few years back was 
something he will always treasure.  
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
None. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 
R-11-4-17 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

EXEMPTION OF THE CITY OF GROTON FROM ZONING 
REGULATIONS IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT A PARKING LOT AT 2 
LATHAM STREET 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has identified a need for a temporary parking lot on Thames Street 
due to wall repairs and reconstruction on Thames Street; and  
 
WHEREAS, 2 Latham Street is a vacant lot owned by the City of Groton; and 
 
WHEREAS, C.G.S. Sec. 8-2(a) provides that the legislative body may exempt municipal property 
from the Zoning Regulations;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the exemption of the 
City of Groton from the Zoning Regulations in order to construct a parking lot at 2 Latham Street.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-11-4-17.  
Mayor Popp said that this is being done to provide parking for customers of businesses on Thames 
Street during the time the retaining wall is being repaired and the road reconstruction is being 
done.  
Councilor Luck wanted to put it on record that she would never have voted in favor of the purchase 
if she had known the parcel would have been turned into a parking lot. She didn’t feel it was an 
appropriate use of the land due to its historical value.  
Mayor Popp said it will be a temporary lot during the reconstruction period and Thames Street  
will be one way from School Street to Latham Street.  
Councilor Jervis asked if the construction equipment would be housed there during the 
reconstruction. 
Mayor Popp said it would not.  He said they have an agreement with the owner of the hotel to use 
the back parking lot for equipment and the materials will be stored at the Costa property.  
Councilor Jervis asked if there were any concerns to be addressed with the DEP. 
Mayor Popp said there wasn’t since the parking lot would be gravel and there would be no run off 
and hedges will be put around it to make it esthetically pleasing.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said construction projects always present challenges for businesses and 
they are trying to be prepared so as to keep the challenges to a minimum. 
Councilor Luck asked if there would be any revenue generated for the City with the parking lot.  
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Mayor Popp said he and Deputy Mayor Galbraith have discussed it and feel that an automated 
parking meter system allowing 2 hour parking for a fee is appropriate. 
Motion carried, 4-0-1, with Councilor Luck abstaining. 
 
R-11-4-18 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

EXEMPTION OF THE CITY OF GROTON FROM ZONING 
REGULATIONS FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 120 WEST STREET 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has leased the property located at 120 West Street, formerly the 
Colonel Ledyard School, from the Town of Groton; and  
 
WHEREAS, the property will be used for municipal purposes; and  
 
WHEREAS, C.G.S. Sec. 8-2(a) provides that the legislative body may exempt municipal property 
from the Zoning Regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, flexibility with regard to the application of current Zoning Regulations will allow for 
future development of the site that is consistent with current environmental, energy, best 
management practices and public needs of the City;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the exemption of the 
City of Groton from the Zoning Regulations for the property located at 120 West Street.  
 
Councilor Luck moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-11-4-18. 
Mayor Popp said dating back to the early 1960’s the governing authority waived zoning 
regulations to build the Broad Street fire house. This will allow them to move forward with 
determining the way the City will use the Colonel Ledyard building.  
Councilor Hedrick asked if this will allow them to move forward with any construction. 
Mayor Popp said it would. 
Motion carried.  
 
R-11-4-19 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT PURCHASE OF ONE 
(1) 2012 INTERNATIONAL 7400 SERIES DUMP TRUCK WITH PLOW 
FROM NUTMEG INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS, INCORPORATED, 130 
BRAINARD ROAD, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT FOR A TOTAL 
PURCHASE PRICE OF $122,361.000 (ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-TWO 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SIXTY-ONE DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) 
TO BE PAID FROM FY 2010-2011 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
OPERATING BUDGET 

 
WHEREAS, the purchase of this vehicle will replace the 1997 Dump Truck currently in operation 
in the Public Works Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Finance Director obtained pricing from the state bid list for a 2012 
International 7400 Series Dump Truck with plow at a total purchase price of $122,361.00; and   
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WHEREAS, the City of Groton Finance Director recommends this purchase;   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the Public 
Works Department purchase of one (1) 2012 International 7400 Series Dump Truck from Nutmeg 
International Trucks, Incorporated, 130 Brainard Road, Hartford, Connecticut for a total purchase 
price of $122,361.00 (One Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Three Hundred Sixty-One Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from FY 2010-2011 Operating Budget.  
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-11-4-19. 
Mr. Hillsberg said this was a State bid and after the purchase of the spreader they will still come in 
a little under the budgeted amount.  
Tim Umrysz, Highway Department Foreman, said the truck being replaced is a 1997.  
Councilor Hedrick asked what they would do with the older truck. 
Mr. Umrysz said it would be used as a back up. 
There was discussion on how some vehicles are experiencing higher amounts of corrosion due to 
aluminum parts and what they are doing to combat it. 
Councilor Luck asked how many gallons the fuel tank is. 
Mr. Umrysz said it is a 50 gallon tank. 
Motion carried. 
 
R-11-4-20 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAIVE THE BID 

PROCESS AND AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE THE CITY OF GROTON 
TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SIMPLEX GRINNELL, 80 CLARK 
DRIVE, UNIT 5-D, EAST BERLIN, CONNECTICUT FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF A NOVEC 1230 FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM IN 
THE THAMES VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, INCORPORATED HEAD 
END ROOM AND PANEL UPGRADE FOR THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $37,053.74 (THIRTY-SEVEN 
THOUSAND FIFTY-THREE DOLLARS AND SEVENTY-FOUR CENTS) 
TO BE PAID FROM CONTINGENCY FUNDS  

     
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Municipal Building currently has a SIMPLEX 4100 Fire Alarm 
system and is in need of upgrading the system to accommodate changes in technology; and 
 
WHEREAS, Thames Valley Communications Head End Room is in need of a fire suppression 
system to protect the investment of technology equipment located in the Municipal Building, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City to stay with the current system and have that 
vendor responsible for the installation and testing of the fire suppression alarm system and 
SIMPLEX GRINNELL has the specialized experience in both the design and engineering of these 
systems; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council waive the bid process and 
authorize and approve the City of Groton to enter into a contract with SIMPLEX GRINNELL, 80 
Clark Drive, Unit 5-D, East Berlin, Connecticut for the installation of a Sapphire Green Agent 
System and Panel Upgrade in the Thames Valley Communications, Incorporated Head End room  
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in an amount not to exceed $37,053.74 (Thirty-Seven Thousand, Fifty-Three Dollars and Seventy-
Four Cents) to be paid from Contingency Funds. 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-11-4-20. 
 
Mayor Popp said that this had to be moved quickly due to the absence of fire suppression in the 
head end and that it did not go out to bid due to the proprietary nature of the equipment. 
Mr. Hillsberg said Bob Jasminski and Rich Aspinwall initiated calling for prices for the equipment 
but it didn’t include upgrading the alarm system. However, once it was determined that the alarm 
system panel in the front of the building needed upgrades Mr. Hillsberg decided they would go 
with the same firm for both. He said they could tie in the suppression system to the HVAC system 
and alert key personnel via their Blackberry’s. He said it would take about 3 months to complete 
the 2 part system. 
Councilor Hedrick asked if other parts of the building had fire suppression. 
Mayor Popp said no, it isn’t required. 
There was some discussion on this type of suppression system and testing. 
Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Popp thanked everyone for the past 12 years. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


