
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. 
Luck, Celeste Duffy, Keith Hedrick, William Jervis, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City 
Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
Dan Tompkins, 30 South Prospect Street came before the Council to speak to them about his 
concerns regarding the possible closure of West Side Middle School. He said there is a great deal 
of uncertainty that it will remain open. He said he was told the Board of Education would be voting 
to make the decision. He believes the school is a vital asset not just to the students there but to our 
community at large. He asked The Mayor and Councilors look into this and if it is true to take a 
stand and express the displeasure of the residents of the City of Groton. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
Mayor Popp said he was told it would be discussed at the Board of Education Committee of the 
Whole.  He also has heard that if the Phase II passes at referendum then the school will close for 
about a year for construction to rework the space for Pre K-1.  The other option, if it fails in the 
referendum, is that if the Board of Education is pressured to cut the budget they may decide to 
close due to the high cost per student of keeping the school open. 
There was continued discussion on the uncertainty and possible closure and how difficult it can be 
to make the Board of Education meetings because they are on Mondays. 
Councilor Duffy said it sounds like it may close either way based on what she has heard. She said 
if it is closed for budget reasons then there would not even be an early childhood facility. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she had heard the same things.  She agrees that uncertainty is a good 
was to describe the situation.  She said compared to the other middle schools it is better condition. 
She also said there are a number of people who plan to attend the Board of Education meetings to 
speak on behalf of West Side when this matter comes up for discussion. She would like to have 
letters from the City Council go out to the members of the Board of Education in support of 
keeping the school open. She went on to say that the school serves as a valuable resource to the 
City residents providing important services.  She said there is a Health Clinic, Dental Clinic for 
those on Title 19, recreation programs through the school year, Summer recreation and district 
night school there.   
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Councilor Hedrick asked if there is a way to find out the relative cost per student for all the middle 
schools so they might explore ways to mitigate the costs.  
Mayor Popp said the board of education has those numbers. 
Councilor Hedrick said he would not like to see this last school in the City of Groton close. 
Councilor Luck said in a Phase II presentation by Superintendent Kadri it was clear he prefers the 
middle school be on the Claude Chester grounds due the aggregate age of the buildings. She felt 
the early education aspect would be pushed for that location. 
There was discussion that West Side Middle School is better condition than many of the other 
school buildings in the system. 
Mayor Popp said they will find out when it will be on the agenda and letters will go out prior to 
that date.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said she is very concerned about what will happen if the Phase II does not 
pass at referendum. 
There was further discussion on how to mitigate the costs per student. 
Mr. Tompkins thanked them for their support. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Luck  moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the September 7, 2010 
Mayor and Council minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the September 15, 2010 
Special Mayor and Council minutes.  Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Luck had no report. 
Councilor Jervis had no report. 
Councilor Hedrick had no report. 
Councilor Duffy attended the Costa Property Committee meeting September 14th and said they are 
awaiting reports and will meet in a couple of months once they are in. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith took part in the Millstone Drill rehearsal in the EOC on September 8th. 
She said it was fascinating to see how the various departments and outside organizations work 
together. She said Mayor Popp was commended by the FEMA representative for his leadership as 
an elected official during the rehearsal.  
Mayor Popp attended the Children 1st Groton Board of Directors meeting September 7th and he 
participated in the Millstone Drill rehearsal. He attended the Law Enforcement Appreciation Night 
hosted by the Groton Lodge of Elk’s September 11th where Detective Dave Bailey, a 31 year 
veteran of the City of Groton Police Department, was honored as our Officer of the Year. He 
wished Nancy DeMarinis a happy birthday. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith announced that City resident Laura Maiolo had an art show in Mystic. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
None. 
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-10-9-63 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CITY OF GROTON PURCHASING AGENT 
AND APPROVE A CONTRACT TO WITH ESCI TO CONDUCT A STUDY 
OF FIRE STAFFING SERVICES IN THE CITY, AS OUTLINED IN THE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR A TOTAL COST OF $17, 620.00  

 (SEVENTEEN THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED TWENTY DOLLARS AND NO 
CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM CONTINGENCY FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor Dennis L. Popp was authorized by the City Council on February 1, 2010, to 
solicit firms for requests for a proposal for a fire department staffing level assessment, and its 
recommendations; and 
 
WHEREAS, a request for proposal was drafted and approved,  and the request outlined that a 
Selection Committee be formed and the recommendations of this Committee will be forwarded to 
City Council for the final selection; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent recommends ESCI: 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council accept the recommendation of 
the City of Groton Purchasing Agent and approve a contract with ESCI to conduct a study of fire 
staffing services in the City, as outlined in the Request for Proposal for a total cost of $17,620.00 
(Seventeen Thousand, Six Hundred Twenty Dollars and No cents) to be paid from Contingency 
Funds.  
 
Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-10-9-63.   
 
Purchasing Agent Dave McCord began his remarks to the Council by saying that he felt it was his 
duty to inform them that after reviewing a number of resolutions there were some that he had no 
input in at all even though they indicated it was his recommendation. He distributed a prepared 
recommendation to all the Councilors stating his reasons for eliminating the lowest bidder and 
awarding the next lowest bidder.  He stated that the difference in cost between the recommended 
vendor and the lowest vendor is an insignificant $20.00 considering the deficiencies of the low bid 
proposal. It was his opinion that the non-conforming details of their bid requires him to 
recommend to the council the next compliant bidder, Emergency Services Consulting 
International, for performance of the study. He said he believes it is in the best interest of the City. 
Motion carried. 
 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Councilor Luck moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 
discuss Real Estate to include Finance Director Hillsberg.  Motion carried. 
Executive Session commenced at 7:50 p.m. 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to exit Executive Session.   
Motion carried. 
Executive Session ended at 8:23 p.m.  
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XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


