
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. 
Luck, Celeste Duffy, William Jervis, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, Finance Director Michael 
Hillsberg and City Clerk Debra Patrick. Excused: Keith Hedrick. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve the April 19, 
2010 Mayor and Council minutes.  Motion carried 4-0-1with Councilor Luck abstaining. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith moved Councilor Luck seconded a motion to approve the April 26, 
2010 Committee of the Whole minutes. Motion carried 5-0-0. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Luck had complaints from constituents regarding the poor audio of the televised 
meetings. She asked the status of her request to have the Police Department look into the traffic 
issues at the intersection of Baker Avenue and Smith Street. 
Mayor Popp said City Clerk Patrick was working with Shawn Greely from the Town of Groton 
Government Channel to correct the issues with the audio and that SGT. Jenkins had reported on 
the traffic issues and he would forward the findings to the Council. 
There was some discussion of the Monument and Museum House possibly not opening due to the 
repair construction that is being done this year. 
Councilor Hedrick arrived at 7:35 p.m. 
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Councilor Jervis said he too has had comments regarding the audio of our meetings. He attended 
the tree planting for Arbor Day at Kolnaski School and asked for a status report on the Fire 
Department study.  He said he will be out of town May 19-30 but would like to be part of the 
process.  
Mayor Popp said they hope to get started next week if possible. 
Councilor Hedrick said he was at the RTM meeting and due to the large number of people who 
signed up to speak he thought he could come over to this meeting and get back there too. 
Councilor Duffy participated in the Arbor Day tree planting at Kolnaskki School and opening 
day for Little League.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith attended the opening day for Little League. 
Mayor Popp attended the RTM Finance Committee.  He said the RTM held up the same funding 
that the Town Council recommended for the Police Budget. 
Councilor Hedrick said that after Mayor Popp left that meeting he and other members of the RTM 
were able to persuade the committee to restore funding for Thames Street.  He invited members to 
tour Thames Street to get a firsthand look at how bad it is. He said the general feeling of the those 
he heard speak at tonight’s RTM meeting is to not raise taxes.   
There was discussion on inviting members to go to Paul’s Pasta and then touring Thames Street. 
There was discussion on how to fund the repairs and that fixing it now would cost less than later.  
Mayor Popp said he was selected to attend a community assessment dinner for a candidate for the 
UConn-Avery Point Director, attended the opening day of Little League and is pleased to have 
the combined league with the Town of Groton and Dolcom. He praised the Parks & Recreation 
grounds crew for how well they maintain the park and fields for the many groups that play there. 
He attended the DAR awards banquet, the Worker’s Memorial and the Arbor Day celebration at 
Kolnaski School. 
 
PRESENTATION FOR GENERATORS AT OPERATIONS COMPLEX  
Robin Kipnis, Assistant General Counsel for CMEEC and Len Mediavilla, General manger, 
Commercial Accounts Groton Utilities presented the updated plan for screening the generators to 
be placed at the operations complex. They had a slideshow of the parcel as is and with the 
generators and landscaping super imposed to show what it would like at eye level for those 
traveling both west and east on Route 1. 
There was discussion on the placement of the trees to best screen the equipment, not be an issue 
with the power lines, underground water/sewer lines and still be aesthetically pleasing. There was 
further discussion on the height of the tress when planted and how high they would grow. They 
discussed the trees on the grounds at present time. 
Ms. Kipnis went over their findings on the alternate site suggested by Deputy Mayor Galbraith 
behind the Human Service’s building. She went over the costs associated with permitting, 
potential soil issues and the timeline that would be required to pursue the alternate site.   
Mr. Mediavilla said after doing some research on the alternate site it was deemed unacceptable 
for that use. 
There was discussion of the benefit to the City both monetarily and conserving energy. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith thanked them for looking into the alternate site. 
Councilor Hale asked what the timeline is. 
Ms. Kipnis said once approval is given they expect to be up and running by July or August.  
Councilor Duffy asked why we had such a time crunch to approve this.  
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Mayor Popp said the Town of Groton had knowledge of this several months prior to the City 
getting notification. 
There was some discussion on the proximity to homes near the site and it was determined they are 
far enough away to not pose a noise issue for the neighbors.   
Ms. Kipnis said all the abutting property owners were noticed regarding the placement of the 
generators during the permitting process and they had no objections.  
Mayor Popp asked the Council to choose a date for approval and hold the public hearing.  
There was discussion on the requirements for noticing the public hearing. 
Mayor Popp set the public hearing for June 7, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. with the Mayor and Council 
meeting to follow for approval. 
They thanked Ms. Kipnis and Mr. Mediavilla for working with them and being available to 
answer their concerns and questions. 
There was a discussion on setting a date and time to tour the Water Department at the Operations 
Complex.  They all agreed on May 12, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
BUDGET REVIEW  
Mayor Popp said that after the cuts made by the Town the City budget is up but will still not 
require a tax increase. 
 
ZONING & BUILDING 
Carlton Smith gave an over view of his budget for FYE 2011. He said the increase other than 
contractual is for a new vehicle. He said he is continuing the digitizing of all his records and will 
encumber the remaining funds to be used in the coming FY. He went over the income derived 
from permits and expects to come in well over projected income for the year.  He said he expects 
there to be a number of large projects at Pfizer in FY2011 and the projects at EB are still robust. 
He said the volume of permits taken out is on track for past years.  
There was some discussion of the commissions that Mr. Smith oversees. 
Mayor Popp said expenses for legal notices are an expense that remains until a change in the 
legislature allows for notice to be on the City web site only. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked what the decrease in staffing is. 
Mr. Hillsberg said that was a note from the current budget year that should have been removed. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Chief Nick Delia said his budget is a level service one with only contractual increases for wages 
and benefits. He said some equipment replacement will be put off for the time being.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked why costs for full time employees is considerably less than the 
current budget year. 
Mr. Hillsberg said it is due to arbitration.  
Chief Delia said costs for vehicle maintenance and repairs will go down due to the new 
equipment that was purchased through grants this past year. 
 
WPCA 
Herb Cummings said they are asking for a 1.7% increase over last year. There will be contractual 
increases for wages and benefits.  He said they will cut expenses by cutting back on some 
contractual services by doing more in house. They are working to have less waste hauled away 
which will result in savings.  
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He said there is a sharp increase under general materials and supplies due to the deterioration over 
time. He said they will reline more pipe under the CIP and will have upgrades to pump stations 
that are seriously in need.  He said the SCADA system will see upgrades as well.  He said they 
will replace an aging generator at the plant that will be a more appropriate size for the plant and 
be more efficient. He said they have to fund yearly for cleaning the digester to avoid costly 
repairs.  
 
PARKS & RECREATION 
Mayor Popp went over the proposed budget and highlighted the increases for necessary 
maintenance. There was discussion on the repairs needed at the Zbierski House and the purchase 
of bleachers and a sand cleaning machine. 
 
HIGHWAY/SANITATION 
Mayor Popp went over the cuts to the operating budget and request for paving. He said Tim 
Umrysz and Mr. Hillsberg have gone over the budget to determine what they can take out of the 
budget. 
Mr. Umrysz said they did plan a purchase of a new truck and may have to put that on the back 
burner, do less paving than was anticipated and put off the installation of guardrails at the pond at 
Washington Park.  He said they will purchase a new recycling truck. 
There was discussion of the benefit of having a split hopper and the costs of bringing sanitation to 
the incinerator. 
Councilor Duffy asked if it would mix paper with bottles and cans. 
Mr. Umrysz said no the truck is similar to a garbage truck and would have a split hopper which 
would separate it at pickup. 
Councilor Hedrick asked if we were going to single stream. 
Mr. Umrysz said he has doubts that it would benefit the City. 
There was discussion on what will happen with this budget in the RTM since they don’t have 
much authority over it, savings to City residents and services provided to them. 
 
POLICE 
Mayor Popp went over the cuts to this budget and the fact that the RTM will have another 
opportunity to look at it. 
Chief Giulini said they cut $181,000.00 so he went over his budget and cut an open position that 
was to be filled, and cut the purchase of 2 new vehicles and found some other operating expenses 
to come in line with the Town’s cuts. He said there would be no cuts in services or current 
personnel but isn’t sure that won’t change in subsequent years. 
There was discussion on the hard work that is ahead to keep funding due to the number of people 
on the RTM and Town Council who will continue to make cuts. 
This will come back before the RTM on May 11th. 
 
There was continued discussion on how some members on the RTM have been working to keep 
the funding. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
None.  
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-10-5-32 RESOLUTION TO THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF RICHARD BURKE, 257 THAMES STREET, 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT, AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE 
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION, TERM TO EXPIRE ON 
APRIL 5, 2015 

 
WHEREAS, Ordinance #56, Section 5 states “As each of the terms of the regular and alternate 
members shall expire, the City Council shall appoint a successor for a term of five (5) years to fill 
the vacant position”; and 
 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for an alternate member of the Harbor Management Commission; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard Burke, 257 Thames Street, Groton, Connecticut has been recommended 
and desires to serve as an alternate member of the Harbor Management Commission;   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approve the appointment of Richard 
Burke, 257 Thames Street, Groton, Connecticut, as an alternate member of the Harbor 
Management Commission, term to expire on April 5, 2015. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-32.  
Motion carried. 
 
R-10-5-33 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

TENTATIVE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF GROTON AND THE UNITED STEEL, PAPER AND 
FORESTRY, RUBBER, MANUFACTURING, ENERGY, ALLIED 
INDUSTRIAL AND SERVICE WORKERS INTERNATIONAL UNION, 
LOCAL 9411-01 (UTILITIES) FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 
30, 2013 AND THAT THE MAYOR BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE 
SAID AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF GROTON 

 
WHEREAS, through the process of negotiations the City of Groton (“City”) and the United 
Steel, Paper and Forestry, Rubber, Manufacturing, Energy, Allied Industrial and Service Workers 
International Union, Local 9411-01 (Utilities) (“Union”) have reached a tentative agreement 
covering the period July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-474(b) provides that the legislative body of 
a municipality may approve or reject the Agreement as a whole; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in accordance with the executed ground rules for 
negotiations between the City of Groton and the Union and the provisions of Connecticut General 
Statutes Section 7-474(b), the Mayor and City of Groton hereby accept the Agreement and the   
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Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute said Agreement on behalf of the City of 
Groton. 
 
Councilor Luck moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-33.  
Motion carried. 
 
R-10-5-34 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE AN EASEMENT USE CONSENT AGREEMENT BY AND 
AMONG THE TOWN OF GROTON, THE CITY OF GROTON, THE CITY 
OF GROTON – DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES (GROTON UTILITIES), 
AND THE CONNECTICUT MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC ENERGY 
COOPERATIVE (CMEEC) FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 170 GARY 
COURT, GROTON, CONNECTICUT AND THAT MAYOR DENNIS L. 
POPP BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Groton owns in fee certain property located within the Town of Groton 
with an address of 170 Gary Court (the “Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Groton has previously granted and “Easements” in favor of the City of 
Groton, dated April 2, 1975, June 18, 1975 as well as “Permanent Easements” in favor of the City 
of Groton – Department of Utilities dated September 25, 1980 and December 16, 1980; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Groton intends to enter into a lease with CMEEC to lease a portion of 
the property (the “Demised Property”) which may be subject to the Easements for the purposes of 
allowing the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance for two (2) diesel electric 
generators for the generation of electrical power and all appurtenances and equipment related 
thereto for interconnect to the electrical distribution system owned and operated by the City of 
Groton, acting by and through Groton Utilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton and Groton Utilities desire to authorize the exercise by CMEEC 
of the rights afforded under the Lease and has determined that CMEEC’s exercise of its rights 
under the Lease will not interfere with the City of Groton’s or Groton Utilities’ rights under the 
Easements; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorized and Approve an 
Easement Use Consent Agreement by and among the Town of Groton, the City of Groton, the City 
of Groton – Department of Utilities (Groton Utilities), and the Connecticut Municipal Electric 
Energy Cooperative (CMEEC) for Property located at 170 Gary Court, Groton, Connecticut and 
that Mayor Dennis L. Popp be authorized to execute said agreement. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-34.  
Motion carried. 
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R-10-5-35 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GROTON AND 
THE CITY OF GROTON UTILITIES  EMPLOYEES LOCAL 1303-135 
OF COUNCIL #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 
2009 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 AND THAT THE MAYOR BE 
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE 
CITY OF GROTON 

 
WHEREAS, through the process of negotiations the City of Groton (“City”) and the City of 
Groton Utilities Employees Local 1303-135 of Council #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO (“Union”) have 
reached an agreement (“Agreement”) on a collective bargaining agreement covering the period 
October 1, 2009, through September 30, 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-474(b) provides that the legislative body of 
a municipality may approve or reject the Agreement as a whole; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General 
Statutes, Section 7-474(b), the Mayor and the City of Groton Council hereby accept the aforesaid 
Agreement and that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute said Agreement on 
behalf of the City of Groton.  
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-35.  
Motion carried. 
 
R-10-5-36 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL APPROVE 

THE AWARDING OF AUDITING SERVICES FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 
1, 2009 TO JUNE 30, 2010 TO MCGLADREY & PULLEN, LLP, ONE 
CHURCH STREET, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT TO BE PAID FROM 
CITY, ELECTRIC AND WATER GENERAL FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City Purchasing agent solicited, at the direction of the Finance Director, 
proposals for auditing services; and 

 
WHEREAS, McGladrey & Pullen, LLP submitted the lowest qualified bid; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Purchasing agent and Finance Director recommend this award; and 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council approve the awarding of 
auditing services for fiscal year July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 to McGladrey & Pullen, LLP, One 
Church Street, New Haven, Connecticut to be paid from City, Electric and Water General Funds.  
 
Councilor Hedrick moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-36.  
Motion carried. 



MAYOR AND COUNCIL  
MINUTES 
MAY 3, 2010 

 8

 
R-10-5-37 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 

PROPOSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF GROTON AND 
THE CITY OF GROTON UTILITIES EMPLOYEES LOCAL 1303-007 OF 
COUNCIL #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2009 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 AND THAT THE MAYOR BE 
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE 
CITY OF GROTON 

 
WHEREAS, through the process of negotiations the City of Groton (“City”) and the City of 
Groton Utilities Employees Local 1303-007 of Council #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO (“Union”) have 
reached an agreement (“Agreement”) on a collective bargaining agreement covering the period 
October 1, 2009, through September 30, 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statutes Section 7-474(b) provides that the legislative body of 
a municipality may approve or reject the Agreement as a whole; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of Connecticut General 
Statutes, Section 7-474(b), the Mayor and the City of Groton Council hereby accept the aforesaid 
Agreement and that the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute said Agreement on 
behalf of the City of Groton.  
 
Councilor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-37.  Motion 
carried. 
 
R-10-5-38 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH CHARLES PASTERYAK JR. 
INCORPORATED, 20 NORTH BURNHAM HIGHWAY, LISBON, 
CONNECTICUT, FOR BITUMINOUS CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND 
FULL DEPTH PULVERIZATION AND REPLACEMENT OF BURGESS 
PLACE, CHAPMAN STREET AND DIVISION STREET AS OUTLINED IN 
BID PROPOSAL 10-10 FOR A TOTAL COST OF $233,264.80 (TWO 
HUNDRED THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SIXTY-
FOUR DOLLARS AND EIGHTY CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM CAPITAL 
FUND 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Department has identified the need for improvements 
to the above listed streets and roads; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent advertised for and received bids for the above work to 
specifications developed by the City Highway Engineering staff; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Highway Department and the City Purchasing Agent 
recommend acceptance of the lowest conforming bid submitted by Charles Pasteryak, Jr., 
Incorporated;   
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 
contract with Charles Pasteryak Jr., Incorporated, 20 North Burnham Highway, Lisbon, 
Connecticut, for bituminous concrete pavement and full depth pulverization and replacement of 
Burgess Place, Chapman Street and Division Street as outlined in Bid Proposal 10-10 for a total 
cost of $233,264.80 (Two Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-four Dollars and 
Eighty Cents) to be paid from Capital Fund.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Luck seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-38.  Motion 
carried. 
 
R-10-5-39 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH GATEWAY FENCE AND 
GUARDRAIL, 136 RED HILL ROAD, BRANFORD, CONNECTICUT, FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF IRONWOOD GUIDE RAIL FENCE AT THE 
SUBMARINE VETERANS NATIONAL MEMORIAL EAST, AS 
OUTLINED IN BID PROPOSAL 11-10 FOR A TOTAL COST OF 
$10,915.00 (TEN THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTEEN DOLLARS AND 
NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM INSURANCE RESERVE AND CAPITAL 
FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the guide rail at the Submarine Veterans National Memorial East was damaged in 
an auto accident and the city identified the need for improvements to the guide rail protecting the 
monuments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent advertised for and received bids for the above work to 
specifications developed in conjunction with the Submarine Veterans; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton Purchasing Agent recommends acceptance of the lowest bid 
submitted by Gateway Fence & Guardrail;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 
contract with Gateway Fence and Guardrail, 136 Red Hill Road, Branford, Connecticut, for 
construction of Ironwood Guide Rail Fence at the Submarine Veterans National Memorial East, 
as outlined in Bid Proposal 11-10 for a total cost of $10,915.00 (Ten Thousand Nine Hundred 
Fifteen Dollars and No Cents) to be paid from Insurance Reserve and Capital Funds. 
 
Councilor Luck moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to approve R-10-5-39.  
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
            Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to enter into Executive Session to 

discuss real estate transactions.  Motion carried. 
Executive Session commenced at 9:15 p.m. 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to exit Executive Session.  Motion 
carried. 
Executive Session ended at 9:32 p.m.  
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XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

None. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Galbraith seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


