
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Deputy Mayor Marian Galbraith, Councilors David Hale, Lisa M. Luck, Celeste Duffy, 
William Jervis, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, Finance Director Michael Hillsberg and City Clerk 
Debra Patrick. Excused: Mayor Dennis Popp and Councilor James Streeter. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Scott Martin. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to suspend the rules to change the 
order of business to move R-09-9-68 up on the agenda. Motion carried. 
 
R-09-9-68 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

PROMOTION OF POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL MASUCCI TO THE 
RANK OF CORPORAL IN THE CITY OF GROTON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 8, 2009 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton has one vacancy for the position of Corporal in the City of 
Groton Police Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, Officer Michael Masucci is currently serving as a Police Officer in the Police 
Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, Officer Michael Masucci meets the qualifications required for promotion to 
Corporal; and 
 
WHEREAS, Officer Michael Masucci has been recommended by the Chief of Police and 
appointed by the Mayor with the City Council’s approval to be promoted to Corporal; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the promotion of 
Police Officer Michael Masucci to the rank of Corporal in the City of Groton Police Department 
effective September 8, 2009.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-09-9-68.  
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Chief Giulini went to the podium to address the assembled audience, his remarks follow.  
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith, City Councilors, ladies and gentlemen and family and friends of 
Michael Masucci; 
Tonight I have the pleasure of recommending Officer Michael Masucci to the Mayor and Council 
for promotion to the rank of Corporal.  This is a unique experience for me.  Several years ago I 
had the pleasure of seeing Mike’s brother, Lou, promoted to corporal in the Westerly Police 
Department.  Not too many chiefs have the opportunity to promote brothers to the same rank in 
two departments. 
Officer Masucci began his law enforcement career with the East Lyme, CT Police Department in 
April, 1993, graduating the Academy in August of that year.  While a member of the East Lyme 
Police, Officer Masucci successfully completed the University of North Florida’s DWI 
Enforcement Course in 1997 and New London’s Mountain Bike Patrol Program in 1998. 
On July 1, 1999, Officer Masucci joined the City of Groton Police Department where he has 
taken advantage of many training opportunities.  He has served as a Field Training Officer 
mentoring new officers.  On July 10, 2006, Officer Masucci was assigned to a three year 
assignment as the Department’s Youth Officer.  During this three year period, the Department 
received many positive comments from school officials and others for Officer Masucci’s service 
to the community. 
Last month Officer Masucci competed against four other capable officers for promotion to the 
rank of Corporal.  Officer Masucci earned the highest score in that promotional process. 
Officer Masucci, his wife Shannon and their children, Chelsea, Ryan, and Cameron live in the 
Mystic section of Groton. 
Once again, it gives me pleasure to present Officer Michael Masucci to the City Council for 
promotion to corporal. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked if there were any additional comments or questions.  She said she 
had the pleasure of working with Officer Masucci while he was the Youth officer at Westside and 
she thanked him for what he did there. 
Motion carried. 
 
City Clerk Patrick administered the oath to Corporal Masucci. 
His wife Shannon joined him at the podium and pinned his new badge in his shirt.  
Corporal Masucci welcomed everyone and thanked the Councilors for their kind words and for 
their vote of confidence. He offered his regards to Mayor Popp who was unable to be there. He 
thanked Chief Giulini for his kind words and his support and opportunity to serve as Corporal. He 
thanked Sergeants Scott Sanford and Bill Wagner who are the patrol 2nd shift commanders for 
whom he will be working. He thanked the other members of the department who came to support 
him tonight. He thanked his wife Shannon for her support.  He said having her behind him allows 
him to come to work everyday and do his job knowing his family is ok. He thanked his dad for all 
his support over the years and for giving him the example to follow in his footsteps. He thanked 
his brother Lou, a retired Police Officer, and his family for being there. He thanked his sister-in-
law Gina, a City resident for coming also.  
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith called a recess at 7:38 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 7:55 p.m. 
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III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

Deputy Mayor Galbraith extended condolences on behalf of the Councilors to Mayor Popp and 
his family on the recent passing of his mother. She said that losing your mother is a hard loss to 
sustain and she hopes he knows our hearts are with him. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
Charles Wright, 164 Shore Avenue 
Ben Wright, 164 Shore Avenue 
Gio Bonelli, 27 Meech Avenue 
Zane  Deso, 36 Miner Street 
Kevin Schmidt, 70 Blueberry Hill Road 
Mr. Wright addressed the Council on behalf of the 4 young men.  He asked the Councilors to 
consider looking into providing an area for the boys to safely skateboard. He said they have been 
told that they can’t skateboard at the beach or tennis courts because of existing rules.  He said 
they can’t skateboard along Shore Avenue due to complaints. All he is asking is for there to be a 
place where they are allowed to safely skateboard. He said he looked at the state statutes and 
found that skateboarding in the roadway is a punishable offense. 
 
Ralph Scott, 190 Thames Street spoke to the Council regarding his concerns about large trucks 
traveling on Thames Street. He said he has concerns about the safety of pedestrians when trucks 
come through there.  He said there is an alternate route that the trucks are supposed to travel and 
he would like to see it enforced.  He passed around a poster board of photos he had taken of the 
trucks for the Councilors to see and maps to be distributed to them. 
 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
Councilor Hale said he personally knows a couple of these young men and they are good kids.  
Councilor Jervis asked Chief Giulini if he would go over the regulations. 
Chief Giulini said that skateboarding in the road is considered reckless use of the highway and is 
punishable by a $75.00 fine. He said that the reason the boys were stopped on Shore Avenue was 
because of complaints from residents. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith thanked Mr. Wright and the boys for coming.  She said that after a 
recent conversation regarding skateboarding she had decided she was going to make a referral to 
the Parks & Recreation Group Committee. 
There was continued discussion regarding the complaints and skateboarding safety. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith asked Chief Giulini to address Mr. Scott’s concerns. 
Chief Giulini said that the trucks are supposed to use RT 1 to Clarence B. Sharp Highway.  He 
said the Police do watch for them but there is a loophole in the ordinance that allows them to use 
Thames Street if they have business there.  He gave an example that if a truck is fueling up at 
Groton Oil then they can drive down Thames Street.  
There was continued discussion regarding the traffic and speed that the trucks travel and the sign 
rerouting the trucks. 
Councilor Luck said she would like the issue to be looked at prior to the November referendum to 
approve the revitalization for Thames Street. 
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VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve the August 3, 2009 Mayor and Council m
Motion carried. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve the August 24, 2009 
Committee of the Whole minutes. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale attended the concerts at Washington Park.  He thanked Mary Hill and Frank 
Winkler for another great summer series. He attended and volunteered at City Day and said it was 
a great time. 
Councilor Luck attended the RTM meeting where the Thames Street Revitalization plan was 
unanimously passed. She attended the ribbon cutting for the new animal control facility in the 
Town of Groton, and reported that the Conservation/Inland Wetlands Commission are having 
their maps updated for the first time in 20 years.  She said the longtime former Chairperson Gene 
Chmura had created the last one and had done a very professional job. She had some constituent 
communications to bring forward. She had gotten a call from someone who purchased a beach 
pass but due to serious health problems was never able to go to the beach the entire season and 
she wanted to know if she could get a refund or use it for next year. She said that she received 
complaints about overgrown shrubbery at the corner of Nicholas Avenue to Eastern Point Road 
which makes it difficult to see when pulling onto the road.  
Chief Giulini said an officer would look at it and if warranted the Zoning Official would take 
action.  She also wanted to know why City employees were weed whacking across the street from 
her driveway on the south side of Baker Avenue at Thames Street.  She wanted to know if it was 
City or private property. She wished her father, Roger, a happy 80th birthday. 
Councilor Jervis attended the wreath laying at Fort Griswold and volunteered at City Day.  He 
received a communication from a resident about the poor sound quality during the televised 
meetings. 
Councilor Duffy attended the August concerts and thanked Mary Hill and Frank Winkler for 
another great season. She volunteered at City Day and thanked Clerk Deb Patrick for all of her 
hard work organizing it and thanks to all the others who helped. She thanked the Garcia’s for 
another season of great food at the beach. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith volunteered at City Day and she thanked Clerk Patrick and all the City 
employees and volunteers who made the evening a success. She attended and cooked at the 
DARE picnic at Branford Manor along with Clerk Patrick.  She thanked the Police Department 
for all they do to make it a successful event. She attended the RTM-Public Works meeting and the 
Thames Street Rehabilitation meeting. She attended several Groton Education Foundation 
meetings and wanted to remind people that the tours of 10 homes in the Eastern Point area will be 
September 27th and tickets can be purchased at the Bill Memorial Library, Pearl on the Thames 
restaurant and at Eastern Point Wine & Spirits. She recognized the firefighters for their efforts to 
raise money to fight Muscular Dystrophy. 
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
Parks & Recreation- Skateboard Plaza  
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IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-09-9-65 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF LINDA SCHNEIDER, 884 SHENNECOSSETT ROAD, 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT AS A REGULAR MEMBER, BEACH AND 
PARKS COMMITTEE, TERM TO EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 31, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Beach and Parks Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, Linda Schneider, 884 Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut has been 
recommended for appointment and desires to serve as a regular member of the Beach and Parks 
Committee;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 
Linda Schneider, 884 Shennecossett Road, Groton, Connecticut, as a regular member, Beach and 
Parks Committee, term to expire on December 31, 2011.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-09-8-65.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the August Committee of the Whole.   
Motion carried. 
 
R-09-9-66 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT DAVID TORGERSON, 30 HILLSIDE 

AVENUE, GROTON, CONNECTICUT, AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER, 
EASTERN POINT HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION, TERM TO 
EXPIRE ON FEBRUARY 1, 2013 

 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists on the Eastern Point Historic District Commission; and  
 
WHEREAS, David Torgerson, 30 Hillside Avenue, Groton, Connecticut, has been recommended 
for appointment and desires to serve as an alternate member, Eastern Point Historic District 
Commission;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the appointment of 
David Torgerson, 30 Hillside Avenue, Groton, Connecticut as an alternate member, Eastern Point 
Historic District Commission, term to expire on February 1, 2013.  
 
Councilor Luck moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-09-9-66.  
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said this was discussed at the August Committee of the Whole.   
Motion carried. 
 
R 09-9-67 RESOLUTION THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE MAYOR 

DENNIS L. POPP TO SOLICIT ARCHITECTS FOR REQUESTS FOR 
PROPOSAL FOR A SPACE NEEDS ASSESSMENT, SITE EVALUATION 
AND RECOMMENDATION TO PROVIDE THE CITY OF GROTON 
POLICE DEPARTMENT WITH A STATE-OF-THE-ART BUILDING AND 
FACILITIES  
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WHEREAS, the City of Groton recognizes that the facilities of the City of Groton Police 
Department are dated and pose safety concerns for police officers, staff, prisoners and persons 
having business within Police Headquarters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current facility does not provide a safe and secure environment for the 
processing of prisoners; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current facility is not designed to protect the identity and safety of complainants 
and witnesses; and  
 
WHEREAS, the number of current holding cells is, at times, inadequate to provide safety for the 
number of offenders being held; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Police Department, as the result of impending changes in law, 
requires additional and separate holding cells for the secure confinement of 16 and 17 year old 
offenders; and 
 
WHEREAS, where as the City of Groton Police Department lacks the facilities to efficiently 
process and store evidence; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Police Department is about to lose its only conference room to 
Municipal Building renovations; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Municipal Building lacks space for expansion and renovation of 
the current police facility;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City Council authorize Mayor Dennis L. Popp to solicit 
architects for requests for proposal for a space needs assessment, site evaluation and 
recommendations to provide the City of Groton Police Department with a state-of-the-art building 
and facilities. 
 
Councilor Duffy moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve R-09-9-67. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said the changes that were discussed at the August Committee of the 
Whole have been made. 
Councilor Duffy asked for some clarifications regarding the changes. 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith said it was to remove the reference to use the existing building and allow 
for other options. 
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
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XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  

None. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Deputy Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 


