
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2009 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
 
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Michael Street, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, Finance Director 
Tony Timpano and City Clerk Debra Patrick.   
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 

 
V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Poppe seconded a motion to approve the Mayor and Council 
minutes of December 15, 2008.  Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale reported that he was asked to look into the possibility of creating a no smoking 
area at Washington Park. He said the complaints are chiefly around the area where the ball fields 
are.  He said the parents who have complained feel that they and their children should not have to 
be subjected to the smoke from others while in a City recreation facility and it sends the wrong 
message to the kids. He asked if this matter should be referred to committee.  
Mayor Popp said he would like to run this by City Attorney Shafner before referring it to a 
committee for further discussion. 
Councilor Duffy asked if this would be just in the vicinity of the ball fields or throughout the park 
for any event. 
Councilor Hale said the concerns were primarily about the areas around the ball fields. 
There was considerable discussion on whether this can be enforced and other sports venues that  
are now smoke free. 
Councilor Poppe had no report. 
Councilor Street had no report. 
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Councilor Galbraith participated in the road race for the Samaritan Swim at Eastern Point Beach 
on New Year’s Day but did not make the plunge into the water.  She said she received calls from 
residents and non-residents who work in the City with concerns about the road conditions during 
the recent storms. They felt that the roads had not been cleared as well as in the past and that the 
trucks did not appear to be coming by as often. 
Mayor Popp said that while he can’t speak for Tim Umrysz and Steve Biekert of the Highway 
Department, the December 19th storm came on us very quickly.  He said that the sand/salt used to 
treat the streets takes a while to warm up and melt the snow and ice. He also said that there are a 
number of streets where there is nowhere to put the cars during a storm to get them off the streets 
to plow better. Mayor Popp asked which storm the complaints were about. 
Councilor Galbraith said both storms. 
Councilor Street said the storm on the 31st had a sharp temperature drop and high winds when the 
snow started which made if difficult to clear the roads when it turned to ice pretty quickly. 
Mayor Popp said that we still have a shed full of the sand/salt mixture that has to be used up 
before we switch to the other product. 
Councilor Duffy asked if the Town of Groton is using the other product. 
Mayor Popp said they are. 
Councilor Duffy said that her experience at the high school during a storm was that the cars were 
sliding everywhere and it was a mess. 
Councilor Galbraith appealed to residents to clear their sidewalks after a storm to avoid an unsafe 
situation for pedestrians. 
Councilor Poppe asked if we had an ordinance requiring that cars be taken off the road during 
storms to plow. 
Mayor Popp said we did not and there would be no way to do this considering the number of 
streets that have no off street parking for residents. 
There was continued discussion on the difficulty with parking cars on the road and plowing 
during a storm. 
Councilor Duffy reported that there will be a public meeting January 13th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
municipal building for residents to weigh in on the future uses of the Costa Properties. She 
encouraged people to come and offer their suggestions. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte said he had complaints regarding the speed of the plows coming by and 
how the snow is piled up. He appealed to commercial snow removal companies to not push the 
snow up on the sidewalks at the apron of the driveway and parking lots. He said that it creates a 
dangerous situation for pedestrians. 
Councilor Duffy said she was told that when someone called to ask to have the high mound of 
snow removed at the bottom of Bayview and Eastern Point Road the Highway Department sent 
someone out to clear it. 
Mayor Popp distributed invitations to the Sacred Heart School DARE graduation set for January 
14th at 6:30 p.m. There was some discussion regarding the DARE graduations at the other schools 
in the Town of Groton. He said he attended the Samaritan Swim at Eastern Point Beach on New 
Year’s Day. 
Councilor Poppe asked if there was an organization benefiting from the run/swim. 
Mayor Popp and Councilor Galbraith both said MALTA does and they do many good things in 
the community. He attended an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for 2 brothers from Wethersfield.  He 
said it was for Sea Scouts Ship # 584 and congratulated them and their leader Marshall Parsons. 
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VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  

None. 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-09-1-2 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FINALLY APPROVE 

“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF TWO PARCELS 
OF REAL ESTATE FROM THE TOWN OF GROTON, NAMELY, A 
PARCEL ON NORTH ROAD AND A PARCEL ON BUDDINGTON/OLD 
BUDDINGTON ROADS, FOR A TOTAL COST NOT TO EXCEED 
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS ($25,000.00) TO 
BE PAID FROM THE 1995 WATER DIVISION BOND FUND PROGRAM” 

 
WHEREAS, as part of the approved 1992 Water Division Bond Fund Program, the Land 
Purchase – Buddington Road was included as a project line item in the amount of $34,000 for the 
proposed purchase of an approximately two-acre parcel located on the easterly side of 
Buddington Road that would offer continued protection of the water supply in the Poquonnock 
Reservoir; and 
 
WHEREAS, Management reported to the City of Groton Utility Commission at its meeting held 
on October 19, 1995 that the Town of Groton, in June of 1990, acquired through tax sales two 
parcels of land abutting the City’s reservoirs; and 
 
WHEREAS, Management expressed its desire to acquire the parcels, one of which was adjacent 
to the gravel mining area off Buddington Road formerly owned and mined by New London Sand 
and Gravel and the second parcel located off North Road near the area where Groton Utilities had 
experienced numerous vandalism attacks during the early summer months of 1995; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its meeting held on October 19, 1995, the City of Groton Utility Commission 
unanimously approved the purchase of two parcels of land acquired by the Town of Groton 
through tax sales, namely, a parcel on North Road and a parcel on Buddington Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its special meeting held on November 14, 1995, the City Council unanimously 
approved this purchase; and 
 
WHEREAS, although the purchase of both parcels was approved and a check payable to the 
Town of Groton generated in 1995, the sale was not consummated and was later cancelled from 
the 1992 Water Division Bond Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are funds available in the 1995 Water Division Bond Fund Program for the 
acquisition of properties adjacent to existing reservoirs in the towns of Groton and Ledyard; and 
 
WHEREAS, on several occasions, the City of Groton’s Mayor Dennis L. Popp spoke with the 
Town Manager, Mayor and Council and learned the sale has been approved by the Town of 
Groton; and 
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WHEREAS, in anticipation of approval by the City of Groton Utility Commission, the proposed 
purchase of the two parcels of real estate was referred to the City of Groton Planning and Zoning 
Commission in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes § 8-24 for consideration and 
approved at its meeting held on November 18, 2008; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on November 19, 2008 the City of Groton Utility 
Commission approved the purchase of these two parcels of land from the Town of Groton to 
enhance the security and safety of Groton Utilities’ reservoirs for a total cost not to exceed 
$25,000 to be paid from funds available in the 1995 Water Division Bond Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Ordinance was published in The Day, a newspaper having general circulation 
in the City of Groton on December 4, 2008 and December 5, 2008;  
 
WHEREAS, said parcels are more specifically described as follows: 
 

The Town of Groton, with its principal place of business located at Town Hall, 45 
Fort Hill Road, Groton, Connecticut 06340, a municipal corporation within the State 
of Connecticut, for consideration paid, grant to the City of Groton, with its principal 
place of business located at City Hall, 295 Meridian Street, Groton, Connecticut 
06340, a municipal corporation in the Town of Groton, County of New London and 
State of Connecticut, with QUIT CLAIM COVENANTS, 
 
PIN 169807790529 
 
A certain tract or parcel of land located on the northerly side of North Road in the 
Town of Groton, County of New London and State of Connecticut and being 
assigned PIN 169807790529 and being bounded and described as follows: 
 
FIRST TRACT: 
 
That certain piece or parcel of land with buildings thereon situated on the westerly 
side of Hanover Avenue, a proposed road in said Town of Groton, and bounded and 
described as follows: 
 
Beginning at the southeast corner of the herein conveyed premises at a point 100 feet 
north of the intersection of North Road and Hanover Avenue; 
 
Thence, running westerly by and along other land of this grantor 80 feet to a point; 
 
Thence, running northerly by and along still other land of the grantor 50 feet to land 
belonging to the Borough of Groton; 
 
Thence, running easterly by and along said Borough land 80 feet to Hanover Avenue; 
 
Thence, southerly by and along Hanover Avenue 50 feet to the point and place of 
beginning; 
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Together with a right-of-way over and across Hanover Avenue being 50 feet wide to 
North Road; 
 
Being the same premises conveyed to Pauline H. Ward by warranty deed of Anthony 
Joseph recorded in Volume 141, Page 329. 
 
SECOND TRACT: 
 
That certain tract of land situated on the westerly side of Hanover Avenue, a 
proposed road in said Town of Groton, and bounded as follows: 
 
Beginning at the southeast corner of the herein conveyed premises at a point 50 feet 
north of the intersection of North Road and Hanover Avenue; 
 
Thence, running westerly by and along other land formerly of this grantor 80 feet to a 
point; 
 
Thence, running northerly by and along still other land formerly of the grantor 50 feet 
to the southwest corner of land belonging to the grantee; 

 
Thence, running easterly by and along the southerly line of land belonging to the 
grantee 80 feet to Hanover Avenue; 
 
Thence, running southerly by and along Hanover Avenue 50 feet to a point and place 
of beginning; 
 
Together with a right-of-way over and across Hanover Avenue being 50 feet wide to 
North Road; 
 
Being the same premises conveyed to Pauline H. Ward by Anthony Joseph recorded 
in Volume 197, Page 193; 
 
Also being the same premises conveyed to the Town of Groton by Tax Collector’s 
Deed recorded in Volume 530, Page 110. 
 
PIN 169910366848 
 
A certain tract or parcel of land located on the easterly side of Buddington Road in 
the Town of Groton, County of New London and State of Connecticut and being 
assigned PIN 169910366848 and being bounded and described as follows: 
 
That certain piece or parcel of land situated in said Town of Groton bounded and 
described as follows: 
 
Commencing at the intersection of the easterly line of Buddington Road and the 
southwesterly line of land of John and Joseph Sudol; 
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Thence, southerly by and along said Buddington Road 636 feet, more or less, to the 
intersection of the northerly line of land of William U. Gianacoplos; 
 
Thence, easterly by and along said Gianacoplos land to its point of intersection with 
the southwesterly line of said Sudol land; 
 
Thence, northwesterly by and along said Sudol land to a merestone; 
 
Thence, northerly still by and along said Sudol land 412 feet to a merestone; 
 
Thence, northwesterly still by and along said Sudol land 150 feet to the point and 
place of beginning; 
 
Being a portion of the premises conveyed to New London Sand & Gravel Co., Inc. 
by warranty deed of Anita Friedman recorded in Volume 197, Page 114; 
 
Also, being the same premises conveyed to the Town of Groton by Tax Collector’s 
Deed recorded in Volume 530, Page 101. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council finally approve “An Ordinance 
authorizing the purchase of two parcels of real estate from the Town of Groton, namely, a parcel 
on North Road and a parcel on Buddington/Old Buddington Roads, for a total cost not to exceed 
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($25,000.00) to be paid from the 1995 Water 
Division Bond Fund Program”.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-09-1-2.   
Mayor Popp said this passed 15-0-0 at the Freeman’s meeting earlier tonight. 
Motion carried.  
 
R-09-1-3 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE 

GROTON UTILITIES TO ENTER INTO A POWER SUPPLY 
AGREEMENT FOR A PERIOD OF SEVEN (7) YEARS WITH ELECTRIC 
BOAT AND THAT MAYOR DENNIS L. POPP BE AUTHORIZED TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, Groton Utilities and Electric Boat desire to enter into a Power Supply Agreement 
for a period of seven (7) years; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Groton Utility Commission at its regular meeting held December 17, 
2008 voted to authorize the Groton Utilities to enter into a Power Supply Agreement for a period 
of seven (7) years with Electric Boat, and furthermore, that if required, the City Council be 
apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur and that Mayor Dennis L. Popp be 
authorized to execute the agreement; 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Authorize Groton Utilities to 
enter into a Power Supply Agreement for a period of seven (7) years with Electric Boat and that 
Mayor Dennis L. Popp be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 
Councilor Poppe moved Deputy Mayor Duarte seconded a motion to approve R-09-1-3.  
Don Conner, General Manager, Major Accounts and Rates and Revenue Requirements gave the 
Council a brief overview of the reasons and benefits of entering into this type of contract with 
Electric Boat.  He said that as a shipyard and federal contractor they have accountability for 
energy costs and how energy is used. He said it will allow them to more accurately predict costs 
for the new boats under contract.  They worked long and hard hours to provide Electric Boat with 
a vehicle that allows them to manage these costs much better and provide a high degree of 
predictability. The 7 year term will get through the current contract for the next 8 boats. 
Mayor Popp said this is similar in content to the agreement we have with Pfizer.  They will pay 
for the energy they use as well as a monthly maintenance of lines charge. 
Councilor Hale said it seems like a good idea. 
Councilor Poppe asked if this is locked in or can we renegotiate if the economy worsens. 
Mr. Conner said that we will receive the revenue stream that is predictable over the term of the 
contract even if the shipyard was to shutdown. 
Motion carried. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


