
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett, Finance Director Tony Timpano 
and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Councilor Michael Street. 
 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
Councilor Galbraith recognized Groton Utilities Deputy Director Al Dion.  He was honored 
December 11th by the Eastern Connecticut Chamber of Commerce as the Employer of The Year. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
None. 

 
V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  

None. 
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilor Galbraith moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve the Mayor and 
Council minutes of December 1, 2008. Motion carried. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS  
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Poppe participated in the Holiday Lights Parade December 6th. 
Councilor Galbraith participated in the Holiday Lights Parade. 
Councilor Duffy reported that the Costa Property Committee will hold a public meeting Tuesday, 
January 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium to get input on the possible uses of the properties. She 
participated in the Holiday Lights Parade. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte participated in the Holiday Lights Parade.  He attended the first, in a 
series of 4, Cabaret concerts at the Municipal Building December 14th. He said it was well 
attended and the musicians were quite good. 
Mayor Popp attended the Holiday Festival and participated in the Holiday Lights Parade.  He 
distributed notices of the public meeting for the Costa Property Committee. 
There was some discussion on the impact the public can have on the plans for the property. 
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He announced that retirement celebrations will take place January 6th for Al Dion and January 
24th for Tony Timpano.  Both will be held at the Mystic Marriott.   
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
None. 

 
IX. PRESENTATION 

Mayor Popp said that Chief Operator Kevin Cini brought an article about the PAF in Essex 
Junction, VT using the gas created in the abatement process to create power to his attention. 
 
Herb Cummings, General Manager Energy Services did a presentation on 
renewable energy at the Pollution Abatement Facility.  He gave an overview of the applications, 
benefits and financing options. He recommended working with Fuss & O’Neill to do a feasibility 
study based on prior experience with the firm. He heartily recommended moving forward with the 
study and asked the Council for their approval to do so.  He invited questions. 
Councilor Hale asked how big the turbine unit would be. 
Mr. Cummings said there would be 2 units, each at 30KW. 
Councilor Hale asked if there was a ballpark cost. 
Mr. Cummings said based on the Essex Junction model it would be between $500,000.00 and 
$550,000.00. 
Councilor Galbraith asked if Fuss & O’Neill would advise on the size in order to meet future 
needs and based on a rate of return how long would it take to payback the initial investment. 
Mr. Cummings said it would depend on the carbon credits available and whether they could buy it 
down with energy conservation monies. He said the feasibility study would detail this. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte asked if they have a methane conversion project already. 
Mr. Cini said they did on a much smaller scale.  They have a boiler that heats the plant. 
Mr. Cummings said once he visited the facility in Essex Junction he felt very comfortable with 
the technology and with working with Fuss & O’Neill. 
Councilor Poppe said it is a way for the City to demonstrate it’s commitment to reduce its carbon 
footprint and energy conservation.  He said it is a way of demonstrating that the Utility company 
is on the cutting edge of technology and the leading edge of innovation.  
Councilor Duffy said she is very uneasy about not going out for bids on the feasibility study.  
Mr. Cummings said he has complete confidence in the team at Fuss & O’Neill.  
Mr. Cini said that this is not a labor intensive process and the existing staff can handle the 
workload. 
The Council said that they approved of Mr. Cummings moving forward to have the feasibility 
study done and thanked him for his time to explain the process to them. A copy of Mr. Cummings 
presentation is available for inspection in the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Mayor Popp said he met today with Bob Peruzzotti and Wes Greenleaf to discuss energy 
management and conservation at the schools in the GU service area. 
 
Councilor Poppe said that the energy audit done by Groton Utilities at his home has already 
produced a substantial savings.  He said changing to the florescent bulbs and purchasing a new, 
and therefore, more efficient refrigerator has helped tremendously. 
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X. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-08-12-70 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE A PURCHASE 
ORDER TO PRO-TECK TAILORED WASTE SOLUTIONS, 85 WILLOW 
STREET, BUILDING 3, FLOOR 3, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT FOR 
THE TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF NON HAZARDOUS SOIL 
FROM WASHINGTON PARK IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
EIGHTEEN THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 
AND NO CENTS ($18,575.00) TO BE PAID FROM CONTINGENCY 
FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, dredging of the trenches in pond, referred to as Lake George, at Washington Park 
was done in September 2008 to aid in the drainage of the baseball fields located on the property 
and to allow for continued routine maintenance of the property; and  
 
WHEREAS, soil testing was conducted to determine if the soil removed from the trenches 
presented any hazardous risks upon transport and disposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, it was determined that the soil was not considered hazardous waste but does not 
meet Department of Environmental Protection guidelines for residential or public use as fill since 
there are elevated levels of some poly nuclear aromatic hydrocarbon components; and 
 
WHEREAS, quotes were obtained from four (4) vendors specializing in waste removal with Pro-
Teck being the most financially advantageous to the City of Groton;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the Parks and 
Recreation Department to issue a purchase order to Pro-Teck Tailored Waste Solutions, 85 
Willow Street, Building 3, Floor 3, New Haven, Connecticut for the transportation and disposal of 
non hazardous soil from Washington Park in an amount not to exceed Eighteen Thousand, Five 
Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars and No Cents ($18,575.00) to be paid from Contingency Funds. 
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-08-12-70.  
Mayor Popp said the soil was removed from the trenches in the pond to improve the drainage.  He 
said the soil was tested and it is not suitable for fill or residential use and must be removed from 
the park.  He said they received bids from several companies and have chosen this one.   
Councilor Poppe asked where the hydrocarbon in the soil came from. 
Mayor Popp said it is from the run off on the streets that has accumulated over the years.  He said 
the Highway Department is experimenting with bags to filter the run off in the catch basin. They 
can be picked up and thrown away and can cut down on having to vacuum the catch basins. 
Parks & Recreation Director, Mary Hill said that the 2 full time employees who have been here 
well over 27 years have never seen this in their years here so it takes years to reach that point. 
Motion carried. 
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XI. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION   

None. 
 

XII. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Galbraith seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 


