
JOINT  
CITY OF GROTON/TOWN OF GROTON 

SPECIAL 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008 

 
 CITY MUNICIPAL BUILIDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 6:00 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, Michael Street, Town Mayor Harry Watson, Town Councilors 
Deborah Monteiro, Frank O’Beirne, Heather Sherman Bond, Catherine Kolnaski, Kathryn 
Brown-Tracy, Paulann Sheets, Rita Schmidt, James Streeter, Town Manager Mark Oefinger and 
City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
 

II. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. FY 2009 BUDGET 
Mayor Popp began the discussion with the Police Department budget.  He said the 
increase in the budget is up 4.5% over last year.  He said they have added another 
position which accounts for most of the increase.  He talked about the hiring process and 
the time frame necessary to advertise, interview, hire and have an officer trained and 
ready to go on the street.  He said it customarily takes 14 months.  
Mayor Watson and Town Manager Oefinger concurred that was the time frame they face 
in the Town as well. 
Mayor Popp said that for the first time in 3 years there are marked cruisers in the budget.  
He said they are budgeting for 4. 
Mayor Popp then discussed the Highway Department budget.  He said the budget has 
increased by 10% largely due to the addition of a laborer position.  He said there is a 
capital request for a big dump truck that can be used as a plow/sander during the winter 
months.  He said it is the first one since 2005. 
Councilor O’Beirne asked if there was a purchasing pool for these vehicles. 
Mayor Popp said they use the State low bid list.  He said the City uses the list for most 
vehicle purchases. Town Manager Oefinger said there is an initiative through Council of 
Governments that is in the start up phase for purchases as well. 
Councilor O’Beirne asked what the increase was overall. 
Mayor Popp said it is about 16% and they would go through the details of the budget 
when it is presented to the Town Council April 8th.   
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B. CITY OF GROTON PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT REPORT  

Mayor Popp said the draft report of the streets that were evaluated last year has been 
received.  They have not yet put it all in order. 
Town Manager Oefinger said the draft report for the Town is in also but that there won’t 
be enough time to adopt the findings for this year.  He said that they are just now 
evaluating Groton Long Point. 
Mayor Popp said that Plant Street is on the list to be done first.  It has not been done since 
the 1960’s. 
Town Manager Oefinger said they hope to have the 3 separate reports melded together 
for next budget year. 
There was some discussion on which department in the Town is responsible for the 
parking lot at the golf course.  The Town Parks & Recreation Department is. 
Mayor Popp said that the City could look into paving the parking lot when Plant Street is 
done if that is what the Town wants. 
Mr. Oefinger said that there are other plans being discussed regarding the parking lot so 
the City shouldn’t worry about paving it at this time.  He said they will discuss it further. 

C. THAMES STREET REHABILITATION STUDY  
Mayor Popp said the committee has been meeting with the consultants and there are 2 
conceptual plans being presented.  Councilor Galbraith said that they would welcome 
more participation from Town residents on the committee. 
Councilor Streeter agreed that more Town resident involvement would be welcome since 
this is something that the entire Town/City will have to agree on. 
There was discussion regarding the importance of Town residents standing behind the 
plan once it goes to referendum. 
Mayor Popp went on to say that the retaining walls along the northernmost part of 
Thames Street are a concern.  In some instances the retaining wall is the foundation for 
the houses.  
Councilor O’Beirne asked when it might go to referendum. 
Mayor Popp said it could go to the Town Council to be on the November ballot.  
Mayor Popp said that the estimated costs for underground utilities was at $14,000,000.00 
Councilor Street asked if that estimate was given with the expectation of tearing up the 
street. 
Mayor Watson asked how many members are sitting on the committee. 
Mayor Popp said there are 12. 
Councilor Schmidt said she would like to attend. 
Mayor Popp said the meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month here at the 
Municipal Building at 6:30 p.m. 
Mayor Popp said that at this point they have located 9 of the 13 storm drains. 
There was discussion on how they determined the number of storm drains there were and 
how the testing is done. 
Mayor Popp said that there are old records indicating there are 13. 

D. PUBLIC WATER & SEWER ON FLANDERS ROAD/INDUSTRIAL AREA  
Councilor Bond gave a brief report of the plans.  She said Al Dion, Deputy Director, 
Water/PAF, Groton Utilities was extremely helpful in the planning stages.  She said they 
began with 11 possible pathways which were narrowed to 5.  After further review they 
were able to select 1 with a variation with a cost analysis based on developable land to  
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get the most for the money.  This plan, Option A, was then segmented into 3 steps.  The 
Council has the option to go forward with the 3 steps or to do it in 1.  The Town  
Committee of the Whole has authorized additional funding and further study.  It will go 
before the Council March 4th.  
Mayor Popp said that Aquarion had asked over the past year or so to make an emergency 
interconnect on Rt. 1 at Sharon Road.  He said this began when they started the work on 
their dam. They are close to completing the work and have requested a permanent 
connection to allow them to purchase 750,000 gallons a day.  No decision has been made 
on that. 
There was discussion regarding Aquarion’s price hike request.  
Mayor Popp said the new pump station is completed at RT 117 and Candlewood Road.  It 
is to complete the pump up to Ledyard, up to 350,000 gallons a day.  He said Montville is 
hooked up although Mohegan Sun is not at this time.  He said that water is a big issue 
everywhere. 

E. BLUFF POINT TO PRESTON BIKE TRAIL    
Mayor Watson said he and Town manager Oefinger attended a meeting at United Way 
about 3 weeks ago and was asked if Groton supported the proposed trail.  He said that 
while Groton was supportive in the 1990’s he could not speak for the current Council.  
He was asked to bring a resolution before the Town Council in support.  He distributed 
copies of the proposed resolution.  A copy is available for inspection in the office of the 
City Clerk.  He said he told them that he wanted to wait until they could discuss it with 
the City Council as well. 
Mayor Popp said the Utilities Commission has discussed this at length for some time 
now.   
Mayor Watson said there was a grant for some of the work however the measure failed in 
the RTM. 
Mayor Popp said that Phase 1 was approved by the Utilities Commission but since the 
RTM failed to approve nothing has happened since then. 
Town Manager Oefinger said that he did a great deal of work on it and once it was shot 
down by the RTM they never revisited it.  
Mayor Popp said that Utilities did not feel that rate payer’s money should fund this and 
that there must also be control issues for liability.  Everyone who goes in must come out. 
Until they can cover the costs and provide a plan for safety there is no need to bring it to 
the Council. 
Town Manager Oefinger said this group is in a fact finding position and he feels it would 
be beneficial for Groton Utilities to be at the table. 

F. DRUG TASK FORCE  
Mayor Popp said the task force has been dormant for several months now due to staffing 
issues in all the participating towns.  He said the City Police have had some big drug 
arrests and have taken a large amount of drugs off the streets. 
Town Manager Oefinger said that all the towns are anxious to get the task force back up 
and running soon. 
Mayor Popp said there has been some good success in Branford Manor.  The 
management in Branford Manor has recently changed due to the retirement of Evelyn 
Fox and they have brought in another very experienced person.  He said that security 
cameras were installed which will be helpful.  
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There was discussion regarding the aggressive stand they take at Branford Manor 
regarding illegal activities by tenants and violations to their lease agreements resulting in 
eviction. 
 

G. OTHER ITEMS 
Mayor Popp reported that this fiscal year Pfizer and to a lesser extent Electric Boat have 
brought in 60 million dollars in building permits.  
Councilor O’Beirne asked if this work will fall under enterprise zone program. 
Mayor Popp asked Town Manager Oefinger if it would. 
He said he did not think it would. 
Mayor Popp said much of the building activity is in preparation for the employees 
coming in.  He said that 2 full time and 1 part time inspectors have been working 
steadily. 
Mayor Watson asked if June 3rd in the Town would be acceptable for the next joint 
meeting. 
There was some discussion about the smoke stack issue that they had recently at Pfizer 
that caused evacuations of some buildings. There was some discussion of the closing of 
the waste water treatment plant at Pfizer.  There were questions of the chemical 
processing waste.  
Mayor Popp reported the ongoing repairs to the City sewer lines.  He encouraged the 
Town Councilors to take a tour of the PAF in the City.   
There was some discussion regarding the de-nitrification.  
Councilor Hale asked what the issues with the Fort Hill homes sewer issues are. 
Town Manager Oefinger said that the laterals and connections are being replaced the 
main sewer lines will be relined beginning in April.  

 
III. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Kolnaski seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
 
 
 


