
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2007 

  
 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 7:30 PM  
Mayor Popp called the meeting at order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor Dennis Popp, Deputy Mayor Paul Duarte, Councilors David Hale, Hubert Poppe, 
Celeste Duffy, Marian Galbraith, City Attorney Matt Shafner, Finance Director Tony Timpano 
and City Clerk Debra Patrick. 
Excused: Councilor Michael Street and Treasurer Janice Waller-Brett. 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
Led by Mayor Popp. 
 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS  
None. 
 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS  
Dan Tompkins, 30 South Prospect Street addressed the Council regarding what he termed an 
“unsafe staffing issue”.  He stated that OSHA mandates that when two firefighters are sent into a 
burning structure two additional firefighters must be present as a back-up crew.  He said that at 
minimum staffing only 3 are sent and they wait for help to arrive either from the volunteer force 
or a neighboring department.   He said the wait can be several minutes and during that time the 
fire can progress and lives could be lost.   The National Fire Protection Association recommends 
that each fire engine respond with 4 firefighters and a minimum of 17 firefighters, in total, to a 
structure fire.   
He went on to say that volunteerism has struggled to retain participation nationwide and it 
extends to numerous organizations such as Lions, Rotary, Kiwanis etc, and the volunteer fire 
service is not immune to this trend.  He stated that with the demands placed on most with 
families, jobs and longer hours it leaves less free time available.  The increased requirements and 
regulations on firefighter training make it more difficult to retain a volunteer force.  He said that 
10 years ago the average volunteer response per call was 5.4.  Today that number has dwindled 
to less than 1 and 44% of the time there is no response at all.  This number represents all 
emergency calls.  He said that that 29% of the time the volunteer response to a fire call is zero.  
In those 10 years, no adjustment has been made to the minimum staffing level. 
He wanted to be very clear that the reason they are bringing the issue before the Council is that it 
is a health and safety issue of extreme importance that requires immediate attention.  He said that 
the three recent structure fires have brought the issue to the forefront.   
He went on to cite the past attempts to address the issue by the Fire Chief with the 
administration.  
He said that by scheduling existing firefighters for overtime the shifts that are short will be filled 
at a cost of approximately $50,000.00 and would not require hiring another staff member.   
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He closed by saying that he and the firefighters are committed to resolving this issue for the 
safety of the residents and the members of the department. 
Mr. Tompkins’ remarks in their entirety are available for inspection with the City Clerk.   
Jim Ferrie, 99 Pine Island Road spoke in support of the firefighters.  He said his own 
experience with a house fire on May 9, 2003 gave him a greater understanding of the job they 
must do.  He and his wife were out for the day when a postal worker reported a fire at the 
residence.  When firefighters arrived they saw cars in the driveway and not knowing if anyone 
was home or not they broke down the door and did a through search before determining that the 
house was unoccupied.  When Mr. Ferrie and his wife arrived back home and saw what had 
happened they were thankful that the damage was not any worse.  He said there was extensive 
damage to several rooms but the repairs have since been made and they are back at home. 
He said that he and his wife would support a small increase in their taxes to adjust staffing.  He 
offered his gratitude to the members of the City of Groton Fire Department and agreed that 
safety should be paramount.  
George DeVirgilio, 37 Boardsen Road spoke as a Captain of the Volunteer Fire Company, 
Eastern Point Fire Company #2 and as an 18 year veteran.  He said it was time to look beyond 
the dollar signs and look at the day to day operations.  The Fire Department is a first responder 
and sends 2 vehicles on all medical calls to assist the Police Department until the ambulance and 
paramedics arrive on the scene.  He said the number of medical calls are high and if the limited 
staff is out on a medical call then there are fewer left to respond to another call.  He said as a 
volunteer he has the same level of training as the career members.  The number of trained 
volunteers has decreased dramatically in the last 10 years.  He closed by saying that increasing 
the career staff from 4 to 5 has not resulted in their ability to adequately cover all emergencies. 
George J. Swift, 808 Eastern Point Road said he comes from a long line of volunteer 
firefighters.  He said in recent years he has had a number of medical calls to his home and 
supports an increase in staffing.  He feels that if the firefighters are responding to medical calls 
how can they respond to another emergency.  He has concerns about the level of staffing and is 
in favor of a slight increase in taxes.  He said that the feedback he has gotten from other residents 
is the same. 
Theresa Hamilton, 380 Thames Street said she is a new resident to the City of Groton and her 
family is active in Rhode Island as volunteer firefighters.  She said she doesn’t understand why 
there would be opposition to increased staffing in order to better serve the community. 
Robert Tompkins, 100 Westwood Drive said he is a lifelong resident of the City of Groton.  He 
began his service as a volunteer firefighter and has been a career firefighter for 20 years.  He said 
he is the Vice President of the Firefighters Union and tonight they are supported here by 
members of the Police Department along with other City employees, City residents and 
firefighters from throughout the region and the State. He said that safety and an adequate level of 
service to the residents is the ultimate goal. He submitted a letter with signatures to the City 
Clerk to be distributed to the Mayor and Councilors.  The letter is on file with the City Clerk and  
is available for inspection. 
Doreen Wilson 55 Greenway Road said she is a lifelong resident of the City of Groton and as 
most of the gathered residents know a member of the Tompkins family.  She said that knowing 
her brothers as she does if they were to respond to a structure fire and believed that there was 
someone inside they would not hesitate to enter the structure.  She went on to say that if 
something was to happen to one of them because of less than adequate staffing she would not be 
able to accept it.  She urged the Council to consider additional staffing.   
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V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS   

Mayor Popp said that the Firefighter’s union is currently in contract negotiations and that this is 
not the proper time and place to discuss personnel issues.  He said that many times the there are 4 
firefighters on shift and at times 5.  In order for them to use the time off that they are allowed 
under the collective bargaining contract there are times when they run with 3 on a shift.  He 
further said that comparatively speaking the number of fires here in the City are low.  He 
considers the protection of our families, homes and businesses of vital importance.  He said that 
the Center Groton, Poquonnock Bridge, Submarine Base, Ledyard, Montville, Noank, Old 
Mystic departments all rely on volunteers and mutual aid.  He said that the 3 recent fires had a 
number of volunteers respond.  He said that the mutual aid is sometimes able to respond more 
quickly.  
 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Deputy Mayor Duarte moved Councilor Hale seconded a motion to approve the Special 
Mayor and Council minutes of January 2, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS    
Councilor Hale had no report. 
Councilor Poppe had no report. 
Councilor Galbraith attended the walk through of the Smith Property on Shennecossett Road 
with the Wetlands Commission on January 13th.  There is a proposed 12 lot sub-division that is 
going before the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
Councilor Duffy had no report. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte had no report. 
Mayor Popp attended the public hearing for the proposed revisions to the existing water rates.  
He said that despite the appropriate advertising there were no residents in attendance.  
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS  
Public Safety-Independent Analysis, Fire Department Staffing 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 
R-07-1-10 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE AND 

APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) DESIGNJET 4500 SERIES 
PRINTER FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ENGINEERING 
OFFICE FROM W.B. MASON COMPANY, INCORPORATED, 99 BALD 
HILL ROAD, CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND, FOR A TOTAL PRICE OF 
$10,163.91 (TEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-THREE 
DOLLARS AND NINETY-ONE CENTS) TO BE PAID FROM CAPITAL 
FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the Public Works Department Engineering office identified the need to purchase 
one (1) Series 4500 DESIGNJET large format printer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Purchasing Agent obtained quotes for this printer; and   
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WHEREAS, W.B. Mason Company, Incorporated, 99 Bald Hill Road, Cranston, Rhode Island 
quoted the lowest price and the City Purchasing Agent deemed it to be the most advantageous 
quote for the City. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize and approve the 
purchase of one (1) Series 4500 DESIGNJET printer for the Public Works Department 
Engineering office to be purchased from W.B. Mason Co., Inc., for a total price of $10,163.91 
(Ten Thousand One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars and Ninety-One Cents) to be paid from 
Capital funds.  
 
Councilor Hale moved Councilor Duffy seconded a motion to approve R-07-1-10.   
Purchasing Agent Dave McCord said that the Highway Engineering Department wants to 
purchase this equipment for their use for maps in a wide format.  When Project Management had 
their offices here in the municipal building the equipment was readily available.  Now that they 
are across town it is time to purchase equipment that will stay here.  He obtained 7 quotes and 
based on price as well as reliability of the brand he felt that the 4500 DESIGNJET was the way 
to go. 
Deputy Mayor Duarte asked if Design Products had submitted a quote. 
Mr. McCord said it was not a name that he was given but that he could look into it and get back 
to the Council. 
There was some discussion regarding the remaining quotes.   
It was decided that if a better quote for a comparable product could be obtained then they would 
look at this again. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

X. POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION  
None. 
 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION   
None. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT   

 
Councilor Hale moved Deputy Mayor Duarte seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mayor Popp adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Debra Patrick 
City Clerk 
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