
CITY OF GROTON 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015 

  

 MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 7:30 PM 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

I. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Marian Galbraith, Deputy Mayor William Jervis, Councilors Andrew Ilvento, Jay 

Dempsey, Stephen Sheffield, Keith Hedrick, Lawrence Gerrish, Finance Director Ron Yuhas and 

City Clerk Debra Patrick. 

 

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

Led by Mayor Galbraith. 

 

III. RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND MEMORIALS 

None. 

 

IV. RECEIPT OF CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

V. RESPOND TO CITIZEN’S PETITIONS/COMMENTS 

None. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilor Sheffield  moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve the December 15, 

2014 Mayor and Council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS 

Mayor Galbraith introduced Kim Grant, Chairperson, Youth Advisory Committee to present a 

program recommendation.  

Ms. Grant said they would like to have 2 events, Friday Night Out,  for middle school age students 

that could be held indoors during the winter. She said Parks & Recreation Director, Mary Hill 

recommended using Big Daddy Racing as they have had great experiences with them for City Day 

and the last day of Summer Playground. She said they will provide a DJ, photo booth, racing 

games and video game stations.  She said they will also provide staffing. She said the students 

would have to show school ID’s and would have to be signed in and out by a parent similar to the 

way they do it at Summer Playground.  She said members of the YAC have volunteered to assist 

with the sign in/out. She said the approximate cost of the events would be $3,600.00 and Director 

Hill can underwrite the costs as part of her budget. She said they would like to hold them Friday, 

January 30
th

 and Friday, February 27
th

 here at the municipal building auditorium.  They are hopeful 

the program will be successful and repeat them again next year. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if there were any questions for Ms. Grant. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if there were only the 2 events planned. 
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Ms. Grant said for now just the two but that they would probably ask the students to complete 

surveys to determine if the activities were what they wanted. 

Councilor Gerrish asked what the target age group is. 

Ms. Grant said middle school age, 11-14. 

Councilor Ilvento thanked Ms. Grant and the members of the YAC for their hard work. He asked 

how this would be promoted. 

Ms. Grant said they will contact the superintendent’s office for permission to distribute flyers at 

WSMS and use social media and word of mouth. She said at this time it is unclear if the Town of 

Groton will participate. 

Councilor Sheffield asked she is working with the Town of Groton already and if there would be 

any cost to the students. 

Ms. Grant said she is on the Town Youth Committee and she has mentioned it to them. She said 

there is no cost to students to attend but they have discussed having vendors for food or having 

Groton Food Services Director Ernie Koschmieder work with them. 

Mayor Galbraith asked what they would do if the turnout exceeds the capacity of the auditorium. 

Ms. Grant said they may set a cut off for drop off and sign-in between 6-6:15. 

There was further discussion on the capacity of the room, how they would determine the capacity  

with the equipment in there, having registration options in advance or having set sessions.  

Councilor Hedrick said they should try to be as inclusive as possible while staying within the rules. 

Ms. Grant said she would look into the capacity issue address any concerns they might have. 

The Council thanked Ms. Grant. 

Councilor Ilvento attended the City Holiday Festival December 4
th

 and thanked the staff of the 

Police and Parks & Recreation Departments. He attended the winter concerts at WSMS. 

Councilor Dempsey had no report. 

Councilor Sheffield had no report. 

Councilor Hedrick attended the City Holiday Festival. 

Councilor Gerrish was chairperson of the Holiday Party at the Elks for special education students. 

He thanked Mary Hill and the Police and Fire Departments for all they do for this event. 

Mayor Galbraith said she was happy the Police and Fire Departments could be involved. 

Deputy Mayor Jervis had no report. 

Finance Director Yuhas had no report. 

City Clerk Patrick had no report. 

Mayor Galbraith said on December 15
th

 she met with Tammy Dougherty of the Economic 

Development Office of the City of New London to discuss creating a liaison relationship with the 

Harbor Management Commission in the City.  She said the City of New London doesn’t have a 

Harbor Management Plan and would like to develop one. She said she was invited by Ms. 

Dougherty to serve on the Coast Guard Summer Executive Steering Committee.  Meetings 

continue with the Heritage Park Committee and she met with Jim Butler to submit an application 

on behalf of the COG for funding for the water taxi for the second and third years, 2016 and 2017. 

They will be meeting this week to discuss the RFP for this year, 2015. On December 17
th

 she 

attended the SE COG meeting and was elected vice-chair of the Executive Committee and she 

attended the Holiday Party at the Elks. She said the Economic Development Commission will meet 

January 7
th

 at 7:00 p.m. On December 22
nd

 she met with State Representatives John Scott and 

Aundre Bumgardner to discuss initiatives for the City. 
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She will be meeting with State Senator Osten and State Senate Majority Leader Luny on January 

12
th

.  She said if the Council would like our State delegation to meet with them she would arrange 

for it.  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REFERRALS 

None. 

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 

R-15-1-1 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE A 

MARKET-PRICED POWER SUPPLY AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF GROTON, DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES AND PFIZER, 

INCORPORATED COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND CONTINUING 

THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2019 AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN K. 

GALBRAITH BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton, Department of Utilities and Pfizer, Incorporated desire to enter 

into a Market-Priced Power Supply Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held December 17, 2014 the City of Groton Utilities 

Commission voted to approve the Agreement; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council Approve a Market-Priced Power 

Supply Agreement by and between the City of Groton, Department of Utilities and Pfizer, 

Incorporated Commencing January 1, 2015 and Continuing Through December 31, 2019 and that 

Mayor Marian K. Galbraith be Authorized to Execute the Agreement. 

 

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to approve R-15-1-1. 

Mayor Galbraith said this is a continuation of an agreement we have had in the past.  It has certain 

fixed costs for generation whether Pfizer generates their own power or not.  

She asked Len Mediavilla if he had anything to add. 

Mr. Mediavilla said it is patterned after previous contracts with fixed costs incurred by us and what 

they pay.  

There was discussion on the costs, where any excess power would go and the minor differences in 

the contracts from the past but has been standardized. 

Councilor Gerrish asked if there would be an increase in revenue. 

Mr. Mediavilla said they would have to go into ES to discuss that. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if they wished to do that. 

No one felt it was necessary. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if market price power was a fixed minimum price. 

Mr. Mediavilla said it is. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if market price is based on today’s price or future prices. 

Mr. Mediavilla said it is based on peak hours vs non-peak hours. 

Motion carried. 
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R-15-1-2 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE THE 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM GENERAL GOVERNMENT – 

ADMINISTRATION TO GENERAL GOVERNMENT – CITIZENS 

PARTICIPATION, BEAUTIFICATION/COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

WHEREAS, at the annual budget meeting held on June 2, 2014, the Freeman of the City of 

Groton authorized the Mayor and Council to transfer any surplus funds from one account to 

another as may be warranted in their discretion for Fiscal year July 1, 2014– June 30, 2015, 

provided that such funds do not result in exceeding the total amount of appropriations made at this 

meeting; 

  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfer be made: 

  

 FROM:  AMOUNT 

 General Government - Administration   $19,246.00 

   

TO: 

 General Government – Citizens Participation   $19,246.00 

 Beautification/Community Events  

 

Councilor Dempsey moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-1-2. 

Mayor Galbraith said the purpose of this is to provide for a contract in the next business item for 

Summer In The City. 

Councilor Sheffield asked if the money was already allocated. 

Mayor Galbraith they would be moving the money and then they would approve the contract. She 

said due to the crossover in the FY some has already been paid to Ms. Bailey from last summer and 

now they are moving a chunk of money to pay for Summer In The City. 

Councilor Ilvento asked if this is from the $30,000.00 from last FY. 

Mayor Galbraith said it is the money put aside for a Records Clerk in the hopes the space would be 

available at the Colonel Ledyard building. Since it won’t be ready this year they will use the 

money to pay for the program coordinator if they approve it in the next item.  

Motion carried. 

 

R-15-1-3 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVE A 

CONTRACT WITH SUSAN BAILEY, 123 MONUMENT STREET, 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT AS THE SUMMER IN THE CITY PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $15,000.00 

 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to continue the successful Summer in the City program which started 

in 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Groton recognizes the key to the success of this effort is the professional 

services of a coordinator whose purpose is to: 

 Coordinate and distribute a calendar of activities for the summer of 2015,  

 Collaborate with local organizations to identify events and activities which can be included 

in such a calendar,  
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 Encourage the development of additional events, as necessary;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve a contract with Susan 

Bailey, 123 Monument Street, Groton, Connecticut as the Summer in the City Program 

Coordinator at a cost not to exceed $15,000.00. 

 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Hedrick seconded a motion to approve R-15-1-3. 

Mayor Galbraith said rather than have Ms. Bailey as a part time employee she will be a contractor. 

They want to start her contract earlier this year to give her time to work on sponsorships, 

promoting and organizing summer activities. She would be paid out of the money that was just 

transferred. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if in addition to this $15,000.00 there is another $20,000.00. 

Mayor Galbraith said it is in the next resolution but the full $30,000.00 allocated last year was not 

spent due to sponsorships.  

Councilor Dempsey had concerns that it would cost $15,000.00 to administrate $20,000.00 in 

activities and he felt that some of this work could be absorbed by the Parks & Recreation Director 

and her staff and Frank Winkler. 

Mayor Galbraith some activities would be moved to Ms. Hill but it’s very different than what her 

department does. She said the coordinator’s job is to work with the community and promote the 

events. The funding is for promotion costs, coordinating the block party and coordinating the 

events the City did.  

Councilor Dempsey thinks it’s too much money and felt Parks & Recreation could do more of it. 

Councilor Dempsey moved to cut the amount to $7,500.00. 

Mayor Galbraith said the amount is based on hours and by cutting the funding her hours would be 

cut in half. 

Councilor Dempsey asked if Ms. Bailey would be working with Ms. Hill and Mr. Winkler. 

Mayor Galbraith said she would work with Ms. Hill but not Mr. Winkler since he does Public 

Relations for GU. 

Mayor Galbraith asked if there was a second to the motion to cut the funding as made by Councilor 

Dempsey. 

Seeing none they returned to the main motion. 

Councilor Hedrick said Ms. Bailey put in a lot of hours and effort and supports it. 

Councilor Gerrish supports it as well. 

Councilor Ilvento agreed they should support it. 

Councilor Dempsey agrees on the cost for programs but feels we should utilize the City staff and 

the Economic Development Commission more.  

There was continued discussion that they should not spend more than is necessary, promote good 

programs and look at how this year goes and make any needed changes in the future. 

Motion carried 4-0-1 with Councilor Dempsey Abstaining. 
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R-15-1-4 RESOLUTION THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR THE 2015 SUMMER IN THE CITY 

PROGRAM EVENTS BUDGET AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $20,000.00 

(TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS) TO BE PAID FOR BY 

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS AVAILABLE FROM COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND BEAUTIFICATION  

 

WHEREAS; the City of Groton began the Summer in the City program in 2014 as a way to mark 

three important milestones in the history of the City of Groton – the 110
th

  anniversary of the first 

official meeting of the Borough of Groton, the 50
th

 anniversary of becoming a City and the 30
th

 

anniversary of City Day; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to continue to celebrate the City’s history, resources, and residents 

by coordinating a series of public events which encourage community participation;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of 

funds for the 2015 Summer in the City program events budget at a cost not to exceed $20,000 

(Twenty Thousand Dollars and No Cents) to be paid for by Undesignated Funds available from the 

Community Development and Beautification fund.  

 

Councilor Sheffield moved Deputy Mayor Jervis seconded a motion to approve R-15-1-4. 

Mayor Galbraith said they hope to get even more in sponsorships than last year and make some 

events bigger. She hopes they can improve Art On Groton Bank as well. 

Motion carried. 

 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Deputy Mayor Jervis moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to go into Executive Session to 

discuss personnel. 

Executive Session commenced at 8:12 p.m.in C-8. 

Executive Session ended at 8:40 p.m. 

 

XI. COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Councilor Gerrish moved Councilor Sheffield seconded a motion to amend the agenda to add  

R-15-1-5.  Motion carried. 

 

R-15-1-5 RESOLUTION THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF 

GROTON TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH LITTLE & 

ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED, 3386 WEST 126
TH

 DRIVE, 

BLOOMFIELD, COLORADO FOR THE EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT 

SERVICES FOR THE ANTICIPATED VACANT POSITION OF 

DIRECTOR OF UTILITIES AND THAT MAYOR MARIAN GALBRAITH 

BE AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT  
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WHEREAS, the Director of Utilities has submitted his resignation and the position is anticipated 

to be vacant on February and it is necessary for the City of Groton to obtain the services of an 

Executive Recruitment firm to aid in its’ search for a successor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the firm of Little & Associates, Incorporated deals exclusively with utilities and are 

highly experienced; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mayor Marian Galbraith interviewed several firms and recommends the recruiting 

services of Little & Associates, Incorporated as the most advantageous to the City;  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council authorize the City of Groton to enter 

into an agreement with Little & Associates, Incorporated, 3386 West 126
th

 Drive, Bloomfield, 

Colorado for the Executive Recruitment Services for the anticipated vacant position of Director of 

Utilities and that Mayor Marian Galbraith be authorized to execute the agreement.  

 

Councilor Hedrick moved Councilor Ilvento seconded a motion to approve R-15-1-5.   

Motion carried. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

Councilor Ilvento moved Councilor Gerrish seconded a motion to adjourn. 

Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 8:41 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


