
 

 

 

     

 

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Public Hearing 

MINUTES 

 
Monday, June 7, 2021 

 

City Municipal Building 

295 Meridian Street 

Groton, CT 06340 

 

Auditorium 

 

7:00 P.M.  

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick, Deputy Mayor Gweneviere Depot, Councilor Rashaad Carter,  Councilor Lisa McCabe,  

Councilor Paul Norris, Councilor  Christine Piazza and Councilor Stephen Sheffield 

City Clerk Megan Peters 
 

 
Mayor Keith called the meeting to order at 7:35pm. 

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mayor Keith Hedrick read the following- 

 

To solicit public comment from the electors of the City of Groton and all others qualified to vote 

concerning the proposed sale of 80+ Nathan Hale and 0 Paul Revere Road and the proposed sale of 108 

Thames Street and 0 Broad Street.   

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick introduced Attorney Bryan LeClerc from Berchum Moses PC. to the meeting.  He 

explained that he is our Attorney who is representing both properties on behalf of the City of Groton. 

 

The first property to be discussed is 80+ Nathan Hale and 0 Paul Revere Road which is part of the 

Groton Estates community.  The property is a vacant lot valued at $45k that the City of Groton owns 

and would like to sell to Groton Estates Corporation.  In addition to the payment of $45k for the vacant 

lot, the City would also receive an easement to connect the Birch Plain Trails system.  The Groton 

Estates Corporation will use the bought property for the use of a Community Center, Clubhouse, 

Business Center and Fitness Center space for use of the residents of Groton Estates. 

 

Shontee Duzant, 20 Nathan Hale – Shontee begins by telling her story in regards to the surprise of 

hearing that this property was to be sold.  She tells the group that this is a space that is used by all the 

children and the families of Groton Estates.  This open field is a valuable space for sports, it is the open 

space in their community and it is an important part of family involvement in their community.  She 

believes that the $45k could be used in a more useful way than for what is currently proposed.  She 

questions the safety requirements of a Fitness Center.  She also questions if the proposed center will be 

available to the youth of Groton Estates, unsupervised, as is the vacant lot is now for the youth of the 

community.  She lastly questions what this project looks like, the description is vague in her opinion.  

She recommends that the project be transparent, that the community be properly alerted and allowed to 

vote on it moving forward. 

 

Paul Duarte, 54 Cottage Street – Paul Duarte begins with confirmation of the square footage of the 

building proposed.  Attorney Bryan LeClerc confirms, 5,000 sqft maximum total for the building, two 

floors at 2,500 sqft maximum per floor.  Paul Duarte continues by telling the group that he is in-favor of 

this project.  Paul provides his history with this property and how he believes this easement was always 

the goal for the piece of land. 
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Christine Piazza, 159 Smith Street – Christine confirms that this is also the first time she is hearing of 

this.  She is a school bus driver who is concerned with Public Safety of the children who live in this 

area.  She claims that many people speed in this area and the safe space for the children is this open 

space when being picked up and dropped off the bus.  Her main concern is the safety of the children 

with the traffic but also questions if this space will benefit the children. 

 

Shontee Duzant spoke again to address Paul Duarte.  Although she feels that the trail and hiking is a 

valuable aspect, she does not believe that the easement outweighs the safety of the children or their 

social and emotional well-being. 

 

Judith Chester, 29 Broad Street – Judith commented that the children come first.  There are many empty 

buildings throughout the City, she would like to use those rather than the vacant lot in question. 

 

Joseph Mongoia, 64 Godfrey Street – Joseph stated that he feels many good points were made in this 

discussion.  He believes that there not detailed plans given to the people.  He thinks that those involved 

in the project should get a detailed proposal and let the people of Groton Estates address their concerns. 

 

Rashaad Carter, 132 Thames Street – Rashaad tells the group that he grew up with an open area of land 

that could be used to play on.  He would not be who he is today without that spot of land.  He is not 

clear of the process that took place in regards to this project, but if the majority of the residents do not 

want this project than he could not vote in favor of it. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick explains the history of the project.  He states it began in 2016, he read the contract 

which explains the contracted use of the project as well as the rules and regulations associated with said 

contract.  He also stated that the project has had many delays in the process including a delay with the 

owner of Groton Estates and the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 

Rashaad Carter came up to speak again to mention that the Planning and Zoning Commission as well as 

the Mayor and Council whom approved this project, he assumes, do not live in Groton Estates and 

therefore he would rather listen to the people of the Groton Estates Community to make a decision on 

this. 

 

Keith Hedrick reminds the Council Members that this format is for the Public to speak and the Council 

Meeting will take place later this evening.  This meeting is for open format. 

 

Christine Piazza speaks again to note that the Council members are here to represent the City and its 

people and therefore the citizens of this area should be heard and their views should be heavily 

weighed. 

 

Shontee Duzant returns to the podium to remind people that she is just one person from Groton Estates.  

There are many residents in Groton Estates who could be for or against this project.  She mentions that 

she looks forward to enjoying time with her family in this space.  She questions why the residents have 

not been notified, why is she the only representative at the meeting?  She then again speaks to the open 

space and its importance to her everyday life in this community.  The residents of Groton Estates do not 

have a backyard, this is their backyard. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick asked if there was any further comments from the public.  There are none. 
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Mayor Keith Hedrick moves to the next property for discussion, 108 Thames Street and 0 Broad Street. 

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc than moves forward with introducing the next property, 108 Thames Street and 

0 Broad Street which he mentions is also known as the Mother Bailey House.  This parcel would be 

transferred to the buyer to restore and preserve the house and for the use of the lot, 3 duplex units.  

There will be no changes to the property/house, the buyer would restore and preserve the house and 

could only be for residential purposes only.  This transaction would require a performance bond of 

$285k to guarantee to the city that the building will be restored appropriately and the buyer would have 

15 months to complete said project.  

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick than provided the group with the history of this property which included the 

purchase of the property in 2013, the challenges in restoring the property due to the damage of the 

property and the several thousand dollars that was inputted into the property to fix some damage.  The 

property was then brought to a Freeman’s Meeting where it was voted down.  From there, the City 

began to work with the Anna Warner Bailey Chapter of the DAR to try to assist them in raising money 

to take over the ownership of the property.  Unfortunately they were unable and therefore the City had 

to move to the RFP process.  The first two respondents were rejected, the RFP process began again 

where the city received three respondents, the first two failed, the third respondent has been negotiated 

with and all guidelines have been met.  The next steps include an 824 Hearing through Planning and 

Zoning, a vote at the Mayor and Council Meeting and finally a Public Hearing will be held, 

unfortunately in this specific project, an 824 Hearing cannot be found and therefore that will be 

scheduled and it will go back to the Mayor and Council for a vote. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick than opens up discussion to the floor. 

 

Hali Keeler, 45 Ramsdell Street – As a card-carrying member of the Friends of the Mayor Bailey House 

and the former Chair under Mayor Marian Galbraith of the Planning Committee to discuss different 

scenarios in saving the building.  After many discussions with the State, it was established that the 

building is a historical site and the building must stay.  Based upon what is presented, Hali mentioned 

after watching the house worsen over time, this is the best possible outcome for this property. 

 

Debra Patrick, 8 Mellow Avenue – Debra stated that she thinks that it is wonderful that something is 

finally going to be done with the house.  She inquired on the sale of the property – 0 Broad Street 

specifically.  Her questions include is 0 Broad Street included?  And, why could that not be sold on its 

own?  She stated that the sale is for $1 for that parcel of land.  She thinks it would be in the best interest 

of the city if we could get fair market value for that piece of land. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick addressed Debra Patrick’s question by stating that 0 Broad Street was included in 

the RFP to be an added value for a buyer who will also get the Mother Bailey House, which as 

discussed, will take a significant amount of money to restore per the agreement. 

 

Debra Patrick than inquired as to if it was a possibility to build on 0 Broad Street or is it a guarantee?  

She then mentioned that building would be positive for tax revenue reasons.   

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc notified Debra Patrick that the buyer does plan to build on 0 Broad Street. 
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Judith Chester, 29 Broad Street – Judith would be interested in buying the property at 0 Broad Street. 

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc explained to Judith that the Mother Bailey House and 0 Broad Street are being 

sold together. 

 

Judith Chester inquired on specific size and schematics of the 3 duplexes that are planned for the 0 

Broad Street parcel.  She is concerned about the property lines and where her property ends and the city 

property begins. 

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc explains to Judith Chester that her property would be untouched, this building 

would only effect the property that the city owns.   

 

Judith Chester also mentions that she would prefer that the building to be built by the buyer reflect the 

older homes in the neighborhood. 

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc explained to Judith Chester the process and steps moving forward. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick recommends that Judith Chester call the Mayor’s Office tomorrow so all her 

questions can be answered by the proper contact. 

 

Judith Chester lastly confirms that the property will not go separate from the Mother Bailey House. 

 

Some discussion took place further on the specific history of the Mother Bailey House between Judith 

Chester and Hali Keeler.  Mayor Keith Hedrick than stopped the discussion to focus on the sale of the 

property. 

 

James Streeter, 64 Pleasant Street – As the Historian of the town of Groton, James would like to express 

his support for the sale of the Mother Bailey House.  He continued to talk of the great history of the 

Mother Bailey House and his involvement with the City’s decision whether to restore or sell the 

property.  He encourages the city to sell the property to prospective buyer and he looks forward to the 

restoration of the house.  In full disclosure, he did tell the group that he is a member of the Planning and 

Zoning Commission and if this matter does come to the commission, he will recluse himself from the 

decision due to his bias with the property. 

 

Bryon Neimann, 76 Allen Street – Bryon tells the group that he was in attendance at the Freeman’s 

Meeting where it was voted for the city to acquire the property.  At this meeting, he voted in favor of 

the acquisition of the property.  He was in favor based upon what was presented at the time.  Thereafter, 

he learned of the actual work that would need to go into the building and in this case, he believes that 

this sale of the property is in the best interest of the city. 

 

He further inquired about the agreement and restrictions of the future of the house after the sale. 

 

Attorney Bryan LeClerc explained that the agreement has a five year minimum restriction on the sale of 

the house and if so, the City of Groton has first right of refusal to acquire the property at the same sale 

price as of today for up to thirty years. 

 

Bryon Niemann confirmed that this is the best option for the city. 
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Ann Rousseau, 324 Thames Street #10 – Ann first mentions that she is a property owner of a 

condominium on Thames Street that has been updated throughout the years, she believes that investing 

in properties is important.  She has recently joined a group to assist in the development and 

improvement of Thames Street.  She feels very positive on the sale of this property and urges the group 

to approve this.  She is available if necessary to assist with this property.  She has history here and she 

is committed to this area. 

 

Mayor Keith Hedrick inquired if there were any more comments.  No further discussion was brought to 

the group’s attention. 

 

II. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Mayor Keith Hedrick adjourned the meeting at 8:26pm.  

 


