
THE CITY OF GROTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

VIRTUAL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021  

          7:00 p.m. 

 
Pursuant to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – 

Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings 

will be closed to the public at this time.   Written communications relative to the application will be received via email to patrickd@cityofgroton-

ct.gov or summersj@cityofgroton-ct.gov by 12:00 noon on January 5, 2021.    

This meeting will be available to be heard by the public by Zoom. 

 

            Chairperson Harkins called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.   

I. ROLL CALL   

Present via Zoom; Chairperson Kathleen Harkins, David Hale, Bill Blaisdell, Gretchen 

Gauthier, Lauren Nichols and Alternate, Archie Swindell 

Staff present via Zoom; Building & Zoning Official Joseph Summers, City Clerk Debra 

Patrick, Mayor’s Admin Jill Rusk and City Attorney Brian LeClerc 

Also present via Zoom: Attorney William McCoy, Shawn Hoar and Attorney Jon Chase 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Zoning Board of Appeals minutes of: January 12, 2021 meeting 

Chairperson Harkins noted some errors on pages 3,4,5,6.  After discussion the errors 

were corrected.  Clerk Patrick said the corrections/amendments would be made to the 

official minutes of record and reposted. 

Dave Hale moved Gretchen Gauthier seconded a motion to approve the minutes as 

amended.  Motion carried. 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS  

Continuation of ZBA Application #507, appealing a decision on 137 Thames Street based 

on Section 9.2.C.1 of the Zoning regulations 

Chairperson Harkins said she was advised earlier today of an issue with continuing with 

the application tonight. 

Attorney LeClerc said at the last meeting he was asked to prepare a summary of where 

the application stands with exhibits and testimony.  He said he reviewed transcripts and it 

was discovered the audio recording of the November 24, 2020 Zoom meeting is missing. 

He said in appeal the transcripts would need to be recreated.  He spoke with Attorneys 

McCoy and Chase and they will present limited testimony from the November 24, 2020 

meeting, at that time the reopened public hearing would be closed.  He advised the 

commission to not move forward tonight.  He said the city is searching for the missing 

audio file. 

Chairperson Harkins said they would reintroduce exhibits at that time. She apologized as 

she realizes this is time consuming but the appropriate thing to do is allow counsel to 

reintroduce testimony and exhibits to get it into the record and have an audio recording of 

it. 

Attorney LeClerc said they should entertain a motion to reopen the public hearing at the 

next meeting. 
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Dave Hale moved Bill Blaisdell seconded a motion to reopen the public hearing for 

application #507 at the next meeting.  Motion carried by voice vote 5-0-0. 

 

IV.       ADJOURNMENT 

 Dave Hale moved Gretchen Gauthier seconded a motion to adjourn.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

 

 

 

      _________________________ 

      Debra Patrick, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 


