
           
 
 

THE CITY OF GROTON 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION         

MINUTES 
          TUESDAY 

 March 16, 2010 
       

 
    MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS
 7:30 PM 
  
I. ROLL CALL  

Present: David Rose, Mary Kelly, Mark Williams, Irma Streeter, Diane Kazolias,  
  Michael Collins 
Excused: M. Orkney,  
Absent: D. Coleman, G. Keeler 
Staff:  B. Goodrich 
 
Chairman Rose seated Mary Kelly  
D. Kazolias stated she had listened to the public hearing tapes for the January and 
February meetings and felt she could participate and vote. 
 

II. PUBLIC HEARING 
a. Special Permit/Site Plan #425, Broad Street Fire Headquarters, 140 Broad St., City of 

Groton, Applicant-CONTINUATION 
 
David Rose, Chair, reread public hearing meeting procedures. 
Staff reviewed history of project to date, current plans and informed the 
Commission that information on noise was not submitted as requested at the last 
meeting. 
 
Russell Sergeant, architect representing the applicant, spoke about the proposed 
generator and HVAC system.  He stated he had not gotten information about noise 
and decibel levels of this equipment from the acoustical engineer.  He stated it is his 
understanding that additional acoustical buffering will be required for the HVAC 
system to meet the required decibel levels. 
 
Chairman Rose asked if the location and size of the generator and HVAC equipment 
is the final plan.   
Mr. Sergeant stated this is the final plan.  Only outstanding issue as he understands is 
the decibel levels and enclosures. 
 
M. Williams asked about the combined sound of generator and HVAC system. 
Mr. Sergeant stated that the sound waves won’t combine, that the sound will be 
dissipated by the building and height. 
M. Williams disagreed with this as he sets up sound systems and has basic knowledge 
of the sound attenuation properties of surfaces. He stated that the Commission needs 
information that the project will achieve required decibel levels at the property line. 



 
D. Kazolias expressed concern about the impact of the sound on residents. 
Mr. Sergeant stated that the proposed equipment is close to meeting the 55 decibel 
level. 
 
General discussion followed on sound deadening and amplification properties. 
General discussion followed on timeframe for receipt of acoustical information and 
keeping the hearing open.  It was the consensus of the Commission that the lack of 
acoustical information and report was a significant problem. 
 
Motion: To close the public hearing and deny the project without prejudice. 

         Motion:  Mark Williams 
  Second:  Mary Kelly 
 
Discussion:  D. Kazolias asked why it was difficult to get sound information on the 
Units.   
Mr. Sergeant stated that it is a newer, energy efficient unit. 
 
 Decision:  4-0-2 (abstain Collins and Streeter) 
 
Chairman Rose noted the death of Charles Harrison in February. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. Minutes of the February 17, 2010 Meeting 

 
Motion: To approve the minutes of February 17, 2010 
 Motion: Mark Williams 
 Second:  Mary Kelly 
 Decision:  3-0-3 (I. Streeter, D. Kazolias, M. Collins)   

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 

o Letter of referral from Groton Utilities  
o Notice of Tentative Determination from DEP for Pfizer Discharge 
o Planning Commissioners Journal 
o Reappointment letters to David Rose and Mark Williams 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Chairman Rose commented about the proposed 50 in 5 generators for Bridge Street. He 
stated for the record that despite perception, the Planning and Zoning Commission had 
little control over the appearance and size of the units.  He stated the units are on private 
property and controlled by the CT. Siting Council.  The Commission did what it could to 
recommend buffering and site plan revisions within the exiting City regulations. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
         

Motion:  To add an 8-24 Referral from Groton Utilities for the purchase of land on 
Buddington Road to the agenda. 

   Motion:  M. Williams 
   Second:   I. Streeter 
   Decision:  Unanimous 



 
Herbert Cummings representing Groton Utilities presented the property acquisition 
proposal to the Commission.  The parcel is 8.82 acres for $500,000 or $5500/acre.  Lot 
with the house will be subdivided off and remain with the current owner.  Groton Utilities 
plans to excavate topsoil and gravel.   
 
It was the consensus of the Commission to give a favorable referral. 
 
b. Referral of the Mayor’s Annual Capital Improvement Program 
General discussion of Capital Improvement Program.  Concern was expressed about the 
expense and size of the vehicles that had been purchased or were proposed to be 
purchased by Departments.  The Commission encouraged smaller fuel efficient vehicles 
be considered.  
 
The Commission encouraged the Mayor to add the entire Thames Street budget to the 
CIP, vs. just the first phase.  
 
The Commission expressed that they were cautiously optimistic that the right projects 
will be selected and limited funds would be spent judiciously. 

 
 

VI. REPORT OF COMMISSION 
 

Mark Williams noted that the Pfizer high pressure steam line may be ruptured causing a 
storm drain on E. Point Road to steam. 

 
VII. REPORT OF STAFF 
 

Reviewed status of the Costa Property project.   Parklet on waterfront parcel including 
handicapped accessibility, new bulkhead.  Bridge St. is proceeding a set back with 
temporary construction easements refused by Brochu. (diner) 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
       
 Motion:  Mark Williams 
 Time: 9:11 p.m.     
 
 
 
           
 _____________________________________ 
 Michael Collins, Acting Secretary 


