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City of Groton, Connecticut

Police and Community Together (PACT) Committee
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, March 18, 2021

City Municipal Building
295 Meridian Street
Groton, CT 06340

Zoom

6:00 PM

In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will be available on Zoom at
https://zoom.us/j/95269245914?pwd=TGh6c1dyQmpOZVBYenNqWHB5cFBDUT09 or with the Meeting ID: 952 6924 5914 Passcode: 099939

I.	ROLL CALL   - Jill Rusk, Mayor Keith Hedrick, Chief Michael Spellman, Wendy Connal, Socorro Ramos, Doris Pulaski, Lian Obrey, Beverly Herbert, Bruce DeFrehn, Christina Trahan, Gary Trahan, Bea Jennette, Frank Jennette, and Holly Butler were present. The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. on Zoom.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made to approve the February 18, 2021 Minutes by Socorro Ramos, and seconded by Bruce DeFrehn.  The motion passed unanimously.

III. OLD BUSINESS- There was no old business.

IV. CHIEF UPDATE – At the time of the meeting, Chief Spellman reported that there was an 
on-going case 
where four or five shots had been fired.  No one was hurt, and there is a person of interest identified.  It appears at this time that a grudge between two people was involved.  Investigation is on-going.

V. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
A.	Community Committee 
a.	Community survey to determine needs and expectations -  Please continue to send all survey questions to Gwen Depot at gweneviere.depot@cityofgroton-ct.gov . Christina Trahan has been exchanging emails with Gwen on this subject.  It was suggested that the surveys could be handed out at a booth this summer at City of Groton Day.  Mayor Hedrick commented that we do not know for sure what outdoor events will be held this summer yet, due to the COVID-19 pandemic
b.	Social services list – Doris Pulaski obtained the Bill Library List from Mary Howard, made a few small corrections, and forwarded the list to Jill Rusk to use as a starting point for our list. Doris reported that Groton Congregational Church is putting copies of the list of Food programs from the library’s list in the Community Meals lunches the church distributes every Saturday at noon.  Chief Spellman reported he has an officer who is on light duty, due to the fact that she is expecting, and he has assigned her to collect appropriate references to add to the social services list.  When this is done, the police list will be forwarded to Jill Rusk for inclusion on the full list. 
c.	Jill asked that a copy of the Groton Congregational short list of food resources be sent to her, to be added to other food distribution boxes.

VI. NEW BUSINESS
A.	United Way Farm to Families Food Boxes – Distribution will be held for about 400 boxes of food at St. John’s Church, Tuesday, March 23, 2021, and Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 3:30-5:30 p.m.   Jill Rusk asked for volunteers to help with the distribution.  While some volunteers need to be able to carry a 30 pound food box, other jobs do not require the ability to lift boxes.  Socorro Ramos and Holly Butler volunteered to help. Jill also asked that members share the news on Facebook.

During the last food distribution, about 400 boxes were distributed.  60 boxes were left over, which were given to Groton Human Services.

B.	Other Business – Doris Pulaski asked whether volunteers were needed for tutoring children who had fallen behind due to the problems all the children are having with Zoom learning.  So far, the schools have not made the city aware of their needs in this area.

Chief Spellman is retiring.  Wendy Connal and Beverly Herbert offered congratulations to the Chief on his retirement.  Mayor Hedrick listed the Chief’s many accomplishments for the City’s police force, and the whole group wished to offer their sincere thanks to the Chief, and wish him Godspeed in his new endeavors.

VII.	 ADJOURNMENT – A motion to adjourn was made by Doris Pulaski, seconded by Wendy Connal.  
The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:21 p.m.






