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City of Groton, Connecticut

Police and Community Together (PACT) Committee
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, February 18, 2021

City Municipal Building
295 Meridian Street
Groton, CT 06340





In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will be available on Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/92806708354?pwd=Z0ZyVCtlOXkvT2hsYXJmTXJFbk5VQT09 or with the Meeting ID: 928 0670 8354 Passcode: 353417

I.	ROLL CALL  
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m.  on Zoom. Present were: Jill Rusk, Doris Pulaski, Wendy Connal, Christina Trahan, Mayor Keith Hedrick, Socorro Ramos, Chief Michael Spellman, Ceci Monaco Ilif, Bea Jennette, Frank Jennette, Lian Obrey, and George Baloga.

II.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by George Baloga to accept the January 21, 2021 Minutes.  The motion was seconded by Socorro Ramos, and passed unanimously.

III.	OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.

IV.	CHIEF UPDATE
Chief Spellman reported that he was in quarantine because his daughter had tested positive for COVID 19.

A drug raid was conducted in concert with the statewide Narcotics Task Force and federal ATF.

Jim Streeter made a donation to support the CARDS database.

Other shoreline towns have expressed interest in using CARDS.

Use of the database coordinates well with the de-escalation training the department has been doing.

Groton City Police now has access to the State Police Radio system.  The City still has its own dispatch center, but can now speak directly to the Town Police.  This new ability is especially useful when an event spans a wide area than just the City of Groton, such as the Fourth of July Fireworks.  For example, a satellite truck can be easily brought in.  The City was able to bring in this improvement in a cost effective way by using a Town of Groton capital improvement grant in partial payment.  We still have the old system, which provides a redundant backup.

Building updates for asbestos and for lockers have been done.

V.	SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 
Community Committee 
Community survey to determine needs and expectations -  Please continue to send proposed questions to Gweneviere Depot at gweneviere.depot@cityofgroton-ct.gov

VI.	NEW BUSINESS
United Way Farm to Families Food Boxes – 250 boxes will be handed out on Friday, February 26, 2021, in cooperation with St. John’s Church and United Way. Jill Rusk said the details will be posted tomorrow on the City website.  Boxes can also be delivered. People can call, and come pick up boxes for friends. Tell Jill Rusk if you would like to volunteer to help with this effort. Bea and Frank Jennette, George Baloga and Ceci Ilif volunteered at the meeting. The police will handle traffic issues.

Mayor Hedrick reported that 150 boxes went to Branford Manor.

	Other Business – George Baloga asked for more details about the drug raid and the involvement of State Police, and the eventual disposition of the drugs.


George Baloga asked about how food and other help could be distributed to smaller areas where they might be needed, like Rand Lodge and Benham Apartments. May.  Mayor Hedrick mentioned the use of Wellness Visits.  The issue of how best to identify those in need without violating their privacy was left for further discussion.

Including a list of resources for people with the food boxes was discussed.  A resource list could also be sent with the utility bill. This item will be discussed at the next meeting.

A motion to adjourn was made by Ceci Ilif, seconded by Wendy Connal, and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m.








