
 

 

 

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Police and Community Together 

(PACT) Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Thursday, July 9, 2020 

 

City Municipal Building 

295 Meridian Street 

Groton, CT 06340 

 

Auditorium /  

Zoom 

 

6:00 PM 

 

In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-

19 Pandemic and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-

person open meeting requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will 

be available on Zoom with the Meeting ID: 921 9695 2353 and Password: 813730.   

 

Chairperson Mayor Keith Hedrick called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 

 

Opening remarks: 

Mayor Keith Hedrick welcomed members and thanked them for their willingness to serve on the committee.  

Mayor Hedrick thanked Senator Heather Somers, Representative Christine Conley, Deputy Mayor Jamal 

Beckford, Councilor Gwen Depot and Councilor Reggie Stanford for attending.   

Chief Mike Spellman welcomed everyone to the committee.  Chief Spellman discussed the strength in the 

diversity in the Police Department.  The police is working to better the community.  Chief Spellman 

discussed ALEC training, body cams, state radio system, most diverse police department in the area.  The 

City of Groton Police want to meet the needs of and serve the community.   

Officer Bobby Harris discussed the ALEC (Autism and Law Enforcement Education Coalition) police 

training in the City of Groton.    

Officer Alejandro Rosa discussed Community Speaks Out.   

Captain Erick Jenkins provided an overview of the upgrading of the Police Department’s computer system, 

the State Radio System and body cameras.  Captain Jenkins answered questions regarding body cameras 

including how body cameras work, concerns of police not turning on body cameras, the view of the camera 

is the same as the human eye.   

Introduction of Ken Edwards, Meeting Facilitator.   

 

I. ROLL CALL  

Members present: 

Doris Pulaski Holly Butler Jim Streeter Melody Nadeau 

Soki Ramos Gary Trahan Dale Grenstiner Cecilia Bonelli 

George Buloga Cecelia Bonelli Frank Jannette Beatrice Jannette 

Mahmoud Mansour Said Ali Joseph Coleman Bruce DeFrehn 

Tammy de la Cruz Wendy Connal Sen Heather Somers Rep Christine Conley 
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Councilor Reginald 

Stanford 

Deputy Mayor Jamal 

Beckford 

Councilor 

Gweneviere Depot 

Officer Alejandro 

Rosa 

Chief Mike Spellman Officer Bobby Harris Mayor Keith Hedrick Jill Rusk 

Kimberly Drelich 

(The Day newspaper)  

   

  

Absent: Michael Hammer  

 

II. ELECTION OF A SECRETARY 

 

A secretary was not elected.  Jill Rusk agreed to take minutes for the meeting.   

 

III. REVIEW PURPOSE OF COMMITTEE 

The purpose of the Police and Community Together (PACT) Committee is to: 

 provide community members a forum to voice concerns and expectations about their police 

department,   

 continue an existing proactive community approach to address issues, 

 improve police engagement to all community stakeholders, 

 promote community, police and government partnerships to successfully implement and 

complete strategies to meet community needs,  

 identify and establish resources available to meet community needs 

 

IV. OPEN DISCUSSION 

1. George Buloga: crime prevention starts with visibility of the police and staff.  Presence is 

a deterrent.  George reported that he sees where police “hide”.  He feels the police are not 

adding value by hiding and should be more visible. Action item: Evaluate strategic use 

of down time for police between calls.  Ken Edwards “Cop Stop” using statistic driven 

data. 

2. Mahmoud Mansour: is there a system to determine what police are doing during their 

down time in a day, watching television during job.  Critical incident log is reviewed 

daily.  Patrol checks are conducted.   

3. Representative Conley reported that, during the meeting, the State of Connecticut’s Joint 

Committee on the Judiciary released their draft Police Accountability Bill  

4. Dale Grenstiner: Police may be completing documentation of tickets while sitting on the 

side of the road.  Completing this in the car rather than returning to the station.  Urged 

others to consider what is going on that you may not be aware of.   

5. Christine Trahan asked about training law enforcement receives.  Chief Spellman 

reported police attend Law Enforcement Council professional training.  Reported the City 

of Groton traffic stops and statistics are reported and the City of Groton has never been 

flagged. 

6. Jamal Beckford: discussed being at the Racial Profiling and Prohibition Project where the 

City of Groton and Town of Groton statistics were combined.  He questioned if these 

statistics could be separated and determine what lessons needed to be learned.  Action 

Item: Determine accurate traffic stop statistics for the City of Groton and determine 

if there are further needs.   
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7. Said Ali reported that he has lived in Connecticut for 18 years.  He said his father taught 

him to live in peace, one must be prepared to live in peace with everyone and that it is 

more difficult to maintain peace. A number of years ago, Chief Spellman came to the 

Mosque and listened to the community but this has not happened again.  Said wants to 

know what leaders in the City are doing to keep peace and keep things like they are now.  

Action item:  Increase awareness / interaction of the police through visits and contact 

to houses of worship and other community organizations.   Mayor discussed Coffee 

with a Cop, but said that we may have missed an opportunity by not coming to faith 

based organizations.  Said invited police and City leaders to come to the Mosque yearly.   

(Melody Nadeau left at 7:30) 

Chief Spellman committed to coming to the Mosque more often.  Chief reported that we 

hear a lot about walls, but he wants to talk about doors.  He is opening to meeting with 

everyone.   

8. Beatrice Jannette reported that she has lived in the City of Groton for 30 years.  She has a 

27 and a 32 year old son.  Bea reported that when she saw George Floyd, she saw her 

own sons which caused her to question why that can’t happen here.  She requested others 

to understand where she is at and how things can change things for you.  She reported 

that she knows the officers here care about her family and her boys, but that seeing 

something like what happened to George Floyd can change things for you.  Bea reported 

that police officers really need to work with people of color, especially the youth, to 

support and serve them.  Action item: Build trust in Communities of Color. 

9. Jill Rusk expressed concern about losing the community resource officer at the middle 

school now that West Side has closed and questioned how that connection can be 

maintained.   

10. Tammy de la Cruz reported that the City of Groton needs a Community Center.  There is 

no place for the community to come together.  A community center can bring the police 

and youth together.  Mayor Hedrick reported that youth programs are lacking for kids 14-

17 years old.  The City has Friday Night Outs for youth in middle school.  Need to look 

for social events for youth.  Tammy reported that not everyone can afford programs.  

There is a need for free programs for families and youth – police teams.  Action Item: 

Study the feasibility of a community center with free programing.  
11. Ken Edwards questioned how the committee feels about police officers in the schools.  

Reggie Stanford reported that he supports School Resource Officers and officers there to 

build positive relationships but is opposed to officers that perpetuate the school to prison 

pipeline.  When the focus is on criminal activity in schools, there is a problem.  A 

discussion continued around diversity in training of school resource officers vs street 

cops.  Schools in the City should have a City officer who is invested in the local youth.    

Pastor Coleman stated that the Dare Program has been excellent and students 

communicated with officers.  Juliette Parker reported that, as the parent of two West Side 

students, she didn’t mind the police interactions but her children but her children grew up 

with the police.  Other families know who the police are and know who they can contact.  

City of Groton police officers stop and talk to the kids and care about the community and 

kids.   Erick Jenkins discussed bringing back the Mentoring program at the elementary 
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school and follow on to the middle school and high school.  Action item: Resume 

mentoring program. 

12. Chief Spellman: police need to get out of the car and meeting with the community.   

Discussed receiving communication regarding younger children being bullied at Branford 

Manor by older youth.  Police officers addressed issue by playing basketball with the 

children, establishing relationships.  Police focused on community policing.  Chief 

relayed conversation after Black Lives Matter protest at Municipal Building.  Discussed 

emotions of feeling as though he was not treated fairly.  Woman stated that People of 

Color are treated differently because of the color of their skin regularly.  Chief Spellman 

reported that he will remember that.  Strong kids build a community.  We don’t grow 

grass, we grow a children.    

13. Mayor Hedrick discussed wanting a Community Police Officer at the new middle school.  

The City was denied this as the new middle school is located in the Town of Groton and 

therefore have no jurisdiction.  Chief Spellman reported that the police wanted a 

community resource officer to serve City youth at the middle school.  He feels our 

children deserve that. Action item: Evaluate ways to reach middle school students that 

will no longer have contact with Community Resource Officer at school now that it 

is located in the Town. 
14. Frank Jannette stated that we know what to do to get kids involved, but how do we close 

the loop and connect parents, kids and the police?  Chief Spellman discussed community 

events such as the Holiday Party in December. Would like to see an NAACP event. 

Would like to reach young African American males.  Would like a mentoring program, 

integrated social services in schools.  We need to retain our youth in our community.  

We, the citizens of the City of Groton, truly care about each other here.  The kids need to 

know we care.  Action item: Connect Parent – Police – Child (student).  Ken discussed 

the Police Explorer Program in the City of Groton to work with youth and their parents.   

15.  Tammy de la Cruz suggested breaking into subcommittees. 

16. Senator Somers reported that she wasn’t clear on the mission of the committee when she 

arrived.  Senator Somers suggested submitting additional ideas to Jill Rusk 

(ruskj@cityofgroton-ct.gov ).  Senator Somers lived in the City over 10 years and always 

felt safe.  She commended the diversity of the police department, the great strength in the 

Chief and Mayor.  The role of the police have changed with domestic violence, 

mentoring.  Senator Somers stated not to let the actions of one officer to taint, discredit 

others.  Senator Somers stated that she needed to review the new bill.  Senator Somers 

recommended engaging the larger community with a survey, to meet as a committee in 

smaller groups, address bias and racism form to and to come to the next meeting with 

more thoughts and ideas.  Action item: Engage the larger community with a survey to 

determine how the City, overall can meet community needs and expectations.   

17. Representative Christine Conley reported that she sees that relationships are better in 

Groton City that other communities.  She reported that it is good to see a desire to 

connect to all in the community.  Representative Conley noted that the committee is 

missing the voice of young folks who don’t have children that may have fears from other 

communities where they have previously resided.   

18. Pastor Coleman reported that he has seen great changes in City government and with the 

City Police.   

mailto:ruskj@cityofgroton-ct.gov
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19. Chief Spellman encouraged everyone to do a ride along with an officer.  He reported that 

the police in the City of Groton care and love the community.  Chief Spellman reported 

that he is proud to be your Police Chief. 

20. Mayor Hedrick stated he believes the community if good, but knows we can do better.   

 

V. ACTION ITEMS 

Future Meeting Dates:  third Thursday of the month - August 20, 2020 at 6pm 

 

PACT Action Items 

1. Evaluate strategic use of down time for police between calls 

2. Determine accurate traffic stop statistics for the City of Groton  

3. Increase awareness / interaction of the police through visits and contact to houses of 

worship and other community organizations.  

4. Study the feasibility of a community center with free programing  

5. Resume mentoring program 

6. Connect police – parent – child (student)  

7. Evaluate ways to reach middle school students that will no longer have contact with 

Community Resource Officer at school now that it is located in the Town.   

8. Build trust in Communities of Color 

9. Engage the larger community with a survey to determine how the City, overall can meet 

community needs and expectations.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Hedrick adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30pm.   

 

 

 

  


