
 

 

 

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Police and Community Together 
(PACT) Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 

 
City Municipal Building 

295 Meridian Street 
Groton, CT 06340 

 
Zoom 

 
6:00 PM 

 
In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic and Response 
– Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting requirements, all public meetings 
will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will be available on Zoom with the Meeting ID: 938 3384 5191 Passcode: 66164 

I. ROLL CALL  
In attendance: Gary Trahan, George Baloga, Wendy Conal, Doris Pulaski, Soki Ramos, Jill 
Rusk, Chief Spellman, Christina Trahan, Rachel Anthony, Holly Butler, Beatrice Jennette, Frank 
Jennette, and Gweneviere Depot 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
George Baloga moved that the September 17, 2020 Minutes be accepted, Holly 
Butler seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
Backpack Event - A review of the backpack event was given.  Both the police officers who were 
involved and the community regarded the event as a success. Over 300 backpacks were 
distributed.  The backpacks were very much needed by the students. 
 

IV. CHIEF UPDATE 
Chief Spellman reported that De-escalation training has been completed by the whole 
department. 
 
The grant money for the new camera system has been received. 
 
A Virtual Touch Truck is planned as a COVID-19 compliant educational tool for the community. 
PACT will increase outreach on this truck.  Information supplied will be bilingual. 
 
The entire department has received training on how to interface with children and adults on the 
autism spectrum. 
 
The project for being part of the state police radio system is underway. Paperwork has been filed, 
and FCC licenses required are being sought. 
 

V. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES  
A.Youth Committee 

 
The Youth Committee had its first Zoom subcommitted meeting. 
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The Youth Committee organized and coordinated the successful backpack project.  Even though 
notification might have been more seamless if the project had not been organized very quickly, 
over 300 students participated.  Having backpacks makes it less embarrassing for students to take 
home Groton Middle School food. 

 
Ideas for new initatives were a clothing closet and food distribution. 
Chief Spellman suggested a mentoring program, similar to one used in Danielson. 
 
 B. Community Committee  
 
The Community Community had not yet held its first subcommittee meeting. 

 
At this meeting of the whole, some ideas were discussed, including food distribution, supplying 
transportation for food distribution. 

 
Groton Senior Center was reported to be giving out food. 

 
Groton Human Services may be able to identify those who are in need. 

 
Ideas will be fleshed out more thoroughly when the group meets separately. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
New projects were suggested.  It was suggested that if food distributions are done directly, that 
food for family pets might be included. Several members volunteered to help with this project, if 
it is possible with whatever COVID-19 restrictions are in place. 
 
Distribution of help to Groton's homeless population was discussed. 
 
Wendy Conal offered the Library as a collection point for food. 
 
Jill Rusk suggested that if distribution of prepared food is not an option, that we could distribute 
gift cards for Stop and Shop or Big Y. 
 
It was suggested that Doodlepoll be used to schedule meetings.  Jill Rusk offered to help 
schedule subcommittee meetings if we give her at minimum 24 hours notice. 
 
George Baloga reminded all that our small businesses are struggling, and the city should 
consider helping them, too, and we should especially support businesses who have helped fund 
city events and sports teams. 
 
Chief Spellman talked about a Toy, Coat, and Food Drive that could be coordinated with St. 
John's Church, Navy Outreach, and Toys for Tots.  Such an event should be scheduled earlier 
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than December 12, 2020. 
 
There is no group email established as yet. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting will be the third Wednesday in November, November 18, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. 
on Zoom. 
 
Gary Trahan moved to adjourn the meeting.  Soki Ramos seconded the motion.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:58 p.m 
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