
 

 

 

City of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Police and Community Together 

(PACT) Committee 

Meeting Minutes  

 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 

 

City Municipal Building 

295 Meridian Street 

Groton, CT 06340 

 

Zoom 

 

6:00 PM 

 

In response to State of Connecticut Executive Order No. 7B “Protection of Public Health and Safety During Covid-19 Pandemic 

and Response – Further Suspension or Modification of Statues”,  dated March 14, 2020, suspending in-person open meeting 

requirements, all public meetings will be closed to the public at this time.  Public Meetings will be available on Zoom at 

https://zoom.us/j/92660890671?pwd=dGZVUTZMR1Y0S1pQWHh3bGtZOXQ1dz09  or with the Meeting ID: 926 6089 0671 

Passcode: 946721 

 

I. ROLL CALL   
Mayor Keith Hedrick, Chief Michael Spellman, Jill Rusk, Doris Pulaski, George Baloga, 

Beatrice Jennette, Wendy Connal, Christina Trahan, Socorro Ramos, and Beverly Herbert 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Socorro Ramos to approve the November 19, 2020 Minutes.  The motion 

was seconded by Christina Ramos, and passed unanimously. 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

Stuff – A –Cruiser/Toy-Coat-Food Drive project was successful, with toys, coats, and food 

donated.  The same drive through method that was used for the backpack project was used.  The 

USMC helped. 

 

IV. CHIEF UPDATE 

A. Chief Spellman said that we should expect a bad snow season. 

B. The Pfizer lights event was a success. 

C. Car break-ins are still occurring. Lock your doors. 

D. A conference call was held with the Day.  All police are eligible for the vaccine soon as 

essential workers. 

E. An IT upgrade of the CARS system has been rolled out, adding residents with cardiac 

problems, as well as those on the autism spectrum, and those with dementia.  The system 

is bilingual in Spanish.  Officer Bobby Harris will be making a PSA for the system. 

 

V. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES  

Clarification of quorum rules was requested. 

A. Community Committee  

A meeting was scheduled, but as there was no quorum, it adjourned without any of its 

current action items being discussed.  Pending items are: 

a. Proposed action items: virtual Coffee with a Cop 

b. regular police update to the community 

c. community survey to determine needs and expectations 
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B. Youth Committee 

             A meeting was scheduled, but as there was no quorum, it also was adjourned. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Discussion on rules of engagement / use of force 

The discussion was tabled until the next meeting, because the member who asked the 

original question was not present. The motion to table was made by Wendy Connal, 

seconded by Doris Pulaski, and passed unanimously. 

 

B. Email Address: PACT@cityofgroton-ct.gov 

Jill Rusk will put the email address on the City’s website to advertise it to the 

community.  Jill is the person who actually will receive any emails that are sent. 

 

C. Other business 

1. In view of the recent heavy snow storm, and the fact that a bad season is expected 

this year, it was asked whether the city maintains a list of people who will shovel 

for people who are unable to do it themselves.  There is no such list, either of 

people needing help, or of people willing to offer help.  It was suggested that 

people needing physical help might be added to the CARS system, if they 

requested it. 

2. Residential Parking Permits 

A question was asked of the Chief about how to handle Residential Parking 

Permits now that City Hall is closed, due to the COVID surge.    The application 

can be printed off the City website, and deposited in the City Hall drop-box at its 

front door. The Chief suggested that those seeking a sticker for their car call 

Missy Cavanaugh at 860 446 4180   

 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made to adjourn by Socorro Ramos.  It was seconded by Wendy Connal, and 

passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
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