
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION  

 MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

 

          Municipal Building 

                C-8   6:30 p.m. 

 

I.  ROLL CALL  

Bob Westhaver, Dick Burke, Connie Fuisting, John Espada, Fred Allen, Robert                        

Austin-LaFrance, Girard Keeler 

            Staff in attendance: Carlton Smith 

            Harbor Master: Excused Absent 

 

II. MINUTES  

Reviewed/approved minutes of April 11, 2012 meeting with minor spelling corrections. 

5-0-2. 

 

III.  CITIZEN’S PETITIONS 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 a) Status: Chapman’s Notice of Violation. No new information. 

b) Status: Costa Property Development. No new information. 

c) Status: Harbormaster report on recent activities (see below). 

 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 New Application- Electric Boat Corporation, dredge in Thames River, south and 

west of south wing wall of graving Dock 1 

Electric Boat proposed to dredge and utilize open water disposal to the CLIS disposal 

site. EB representatives presented their planned workscope and draft application. 

Preliminary questions that had been emailed to EB were addressed, as were several new 

questions at the meeting. It is noted that a sampling plan has been approved by the Army 

Corps of Engineers, and three more samples will be taken. Bob Westhaver recused 

himself, as he is an employee of Electric Boat. A motion was made by John Espada to 

approve the application as drafted and to allow City of Groton Staff Carlton Smith to 

represent the Commission in place of the Chairman Bob Westhaver. The motion was 

seconded by Robert Austin-LaFrance. Motion carried 6-0-0. Carlton Smith signed the 

application approval form. 

 

Horace Newbury Application for 279 Thames Street (not on agenda came in 05-09-13 

asking if he could attend) – Mr. Newbury presented his proposed dock replacement and 

seawall maintenance. 

 

VI. CORRESPONDENCE  

– 5/7/13 Email from the Harbormaster: 



Gentleman, 
 I want to confirm that I will be unable to attend the meeting scheduled for tonight. As mentioned I 
have 2 items to discuss with the commission. 
 

1) I suggest that the process begin to place an additional Speed/No Wake buoy at the 
entrance to Pine Island Bay. The cost would be approximately the same but would most 
likely require more chain due to the increased depth. This would be beneficial to help the 
lack of police boat presence. Currently the City of Groton has 3 speed limit permits which 
only one is being used. One is for a placard board positioned on the end of the break water 
which I do not believe will be as affective. I don't ever remember seeing this sign in the 
describe position ever. 
 

2) I have a mooring that is in place from a previous permit holder who has said that they are no 
longer using the mooring. The position has been reassigned to a boater on the waiting list. I am now 
having difficulty getting the mooring owner to get the gear out of that position so the new permit 
holder can put his gear in position. I propose paying the contractor to move the mooring from that 
position and determining the process to recover the cost of doing this. This may need to be 
discussed at the next meeting as I am getting Waterford and East Lyme's policy as they have done 
this often. 

 
I apologize for my absence and understand if you choose to wait for my presence to discuss 
the matters. 
Thanks, 
 Jeff 

 
 

The Harbor Management Annual Dinner. Discussed 17th Annual Banquet scheduled for June 10. 
 
Discussed replacing the missing No Wake Marker Buoy (discussed last  month) with the quite from the 
Harbormaster of $478.86 (including placement in harbor on permitted location). Motion was made to 
approve by Robert Austin-LaFrance, seconded by Fred Allen. Motion passed 7-0-0. 

 
 

 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT     

Motion was made to adjourn at 7:50PM by John Espada, seconded by Connie 

Fuisting. Motion passed 7-0-0.   

   

 

 

 

 


