
 
 

CITY OF GROTON  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

December 4, 2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairperson:   Mayor Hedrick 
 

Members: Gerrish, Beckford, Rusk, and Sheffield 
Excused: Carter 
Staff:     City Clerk Patrick 
      Director of Finance Yuhas 
      Manager-Water/PAF Stevens 

Manager-Operations Valentini 
Chief Plant Operator (CPO) Cini 

 
2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  

Gerrish / Beckford moved that the minutes of the regular meeting of November 6, 2017 be approved.  Motion carried. 
 

3. REVIEW OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Regarding Report Item No. 4, Chief Plant Operator (CPO) Cini reported an abstract paper on the Twin Hills pump 
station submersible pumps was submitted to the New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA) and CPO 
Cini will present at annual conference in January 2018. 
 
Regarding Report Item No. 5, Manager Stevens gave an update on the meeting with the State of Connecticut, 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection regarding funding for the marine sewage disposal facility (MSDF).  
Management has submitted documentation for operating expense reimbursement of $17,000 for the 2017 boating 
season, and will be submitting an application for funding for the 2018 boating season. 
 
Regarding Report Item No. 6, Manager Stevens gave an update on the rehabilitation of one (1) of the primary effluent 
pumps. 
 
Regarding Report Item No. 7, Manager Stevens reported on the recommendations for the sewer main replacement 
project on Litton Avenue.  In January 2017, due to a sewer main break, it was discovered that the water main was 
directly on top of the sewer main, and not six (6) feet away as the records on file indicated.  The project will include the 
water main relocation first, and then sewer main replacement. 
 
CPO Cini also reported nitrogen removal continues to be doing well. 
 
Chairperson Hedrick asked if Management was looking for direction on the two (2) Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
projects now and would request formal approval in January.  Director Yuhas noted the Capital Improvement Plan has 
been previously drafted; unfortunately the projects were unable to be completed in the past few years.  There were funds 
set aside for the projects, approximately $30,000.00 in capital replacement reserves for projects.  Director Yuhas will 
work with Management on the funding.  There was discussion on when the projects would begin, the request for 
quotations process and which fiscal year the funding would come from. 
 
The Council gave consensus to move forward with the engineering and planning of the projects. 
 
Chairperson Hedrick asked for an update on the digester.  Manager Stevens stated Director Yuhas has been the primary 
contact with the City’s insurance carrier.  Chairperson Hedrick gave an overview of the digester incident.  Manager 
Stevens discussed the repairs to the primary digester and cleaning of the second digester, which requires two (2) separate 



 
 

vendors, and needs to be completed within twenty-one (21) days.  Chairperson Hedrick stated Management already has 
Council approval for the repairs of digester, and anticipates requesting Council approval to waive the bidding process 
for the cleaning of the secondary digester in January. 
 
There was discussion on the twenty-one (21) day timeframe and the requirements for cleaning the digesters. 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no Old Business to discuss.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 There was no New Business to discuss.  

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 7:40 p.m., Rusk / Beckford moved that this meeting adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 

 Attest: 
 
 Kevin Cini 
 Chief Plant Operator 
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