
 
 

CITY OF GROTON  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

June 5, 2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Hedrick called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairman:   Mayor Hedrick 
 

Members: Beckford, Carter, Gerrish, Heede, Rusk, and Sheffield  
 
Staff:     City Clerk Patrick 
      Director of Finance Yuhas 
      Director of Utilities Gaudet 

Chief Plant Operator Cini 
 

2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  
Heede / Rusk that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 3, 2017 be approved. Motion carried.  
 

3. REVIEW OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Chief Plant Operator (CPO) Cini introduced himself to the new Members and commented on the length 
of service of the plant staff. An invitation was extended to new Members to tour the plant at their 
convenience.  Tours may be arranged through the Mayor’s Office or through direct e-mail to him.   
Chairman Hedrick urged members to take a tour of the plant and Groton Utilities Water Treatment 
Plant, if they have not done so.   
 
Regarding Report Item No. 2, Member Sheffield asked about the emergency call regarding possible 
blockage coming into the plant.  CPO Cini responded that the call came in from a resident that had an 
issue of concern and made the emergency call. Staff investigated and no issue was found at the plant; 
however, it was determined to be the resident’s issue.     
 
Regarding Report Item No. 9, Director of Utilities Gaudet briefly explained how the sewer system 
works and commented how top-notch staff keeps the plant running no matter what.  
 
Director of Utilities Gaudet discussed the Digester Repairs.  He explained how the Primary Digester 
functions and runs under pressure.  He also went over the structural report submitted by Wright Pierce 
Engineering.  The report explains how system blockage by rags and wipes could have been the cause of 
the digester cover to lift.  Management and staff will have to come up with preventive measures and 
once the primary tank is cleaned the secondary tank will need to be cleaned soon after.  A quick fix will 
be proposed to the insurance company.  Several options were discussed, as they have not yet been 
priced or placed out for bid. Director of Finance Yuhas informed Members that Hartford Steam Boiler, 
the underwriter for CIRMA, has accepted the claim for the equipment.  There is a $10,000 deductible 
for the equipment and another $10,000 deductible for the environmental portion of the claim.    
Chairman Hedrick reminded Members that the city is tracking costs for reimbursement from 
insurance in order to minimize costs and watching closely how this impacts the fiscal budget.  Member 
Gerrish asked about the odds of savings, utilizing the existing cover.  CPO Cini responded that Hart 
Construction has some experience with the issues and will visit during the week to inspect.  Member 
Rusk asked how soon the repair project will begin.  Director of Utilities Gaudet responded once 
insurance confirms.  Director of Finance Yuhas added that once the report goes to CIRMA, a plan will 
be revised.  Member Rusk questioned if there are dangers of utilizing one digester for a long period of 
time.  CPO Cini responded this poses no danger.   There was a discussion on non-flushables that 
continuously get passed through the pumping stations and trapped in further down the pipes.    The 



 
 

screening process will be looked at to make sure it is effective enough to catch the non-flushables 
before they enter into the tanks.  Member Rusk commented on flushing wipes and how it is not good 
for the system, as they are not bio-gradable.   There have been public education campaigns in the past, 
which is the key to assisting with the problems. Suggestions included looking at maintenance and 
cleaning more frequently.  Chairman Hedrick addressed replacing some pumps, looking at 
maintenance and thinking about funding.  Director of Finance Yuhas stated there is a set amount for 
sludge removal budgeted each year in reserve funds.  Member Rusk questioned if the non-flushable 
campaigns helped with the problems. CPO Cini responded yes, there was a decline for a period of time 
but currently wipes and rags usage is up again.  Member Rusk stated it appears education is a great 
way to make a dent in the problems.  CPO Cini stated schools are a great place to start the education 
campaigns.  Member Heede mentioned there should be a line item to charge residents for the cleanup 
which would serve as a reminder of items that are non-flushable. 
 
Regarding Report Item No. 12, CPO Cini highlighted photos shown of staff taking gear apart and 
rebuilding a piston pump.  Operators are using the secondary digester for sludge processing and it 
needs to be mixed with a mechanical mixing pump rather than the original design.   
 
Regarding Report Item No. 13, CPO Cini stated that the dock attendant to operate the pump out 
station during the 2017 summer boating season is Jared Reeves.    Staff is cleaning up and landscaping 
the plant area on the south side facing the park with anticipation of seasonal visitors. 
 
Regarding Report Item No. 14, CPO Cini thanked Governor Malloy for proclaiming Wastewater 
Treatment Appreciation Day, which recognizes wastewater treatment and the operators, for the third 
consecutive year.   
 
Regarding Report Item No. 18, CPO Cini commented that the nitrogen is holding steady.  Staff has 
been notified that the annual value of an equivalent nitrogen credit has been reduced to $2.67, creating 
a lower return to the City.  The Nitrogen Monitoring Chart reflects the change in value. 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no Old Business to discuss.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 There was no New Business to discuss.  

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 7:47 p.m., Rusk / Beckford that this meeting adjourn.  Motion 
carried.   

 Attest: 
 
 Kevin L. Cini 
 Chief Plant Operator 
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