
 
 

CITY OF GROTON  
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

January 3, 2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairperson:   Mayor Galbraith  
 

Members:     Gerrish, Hedrick, Heede, Ilvento, Rusk and Sheffield  
 
Staff:     City Clerk Patrick 
      Director of Finance Yuhas 
      Director of Utilities Gaudet 

Chief Plant Operator (CPO) Cini 
 

2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  
Ilvento / Sheffield that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 5, 2016 be approved. Motion 
carried.  
 

3. REVIEW OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Regarding Report Item No. 3, CPO Cini responded to a question from Member Sheffield about the 
high level of loads removed during the winter months.  CPO Cini explained that the plant produces a 
certain amount of sludge that has to be hauled off site for incineration.  The tank levels are brought 
down as much as they can be and the plant holds off pulling any loads until the weather warms up 
again.   
 
Regarding Report Item No. 4, CPO Cini talked about the No. 3 RAS pump shaft seal that was 
replaced in house, at a savings of at least $1,700.00.   Staff was able to successfully rebuild the pump 
rather than replace it.    CPO Cini explained the new aeration piping and how it affects the nitrogen.   
Photos of the pump and aeration piping were submitted as part of the Management Report. 
 
CPO Cini updated that there has been great success with the Twin Hills Pump.  He anticipates working 
with Director of Utilities Gaudet and Management to identify funds to replace a second pump sooner 
than later.  Staff will travel to the New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA), in Boston 
to be featured in a presentation on how the pump was installed in house.   

 
Regarding Report Item No. 7, CPO Cini responded to a question from Member Heede regarding 
where the funds come from for the sale of nitrogen credits.  CPO Cini explained that the State of 
Connecticut gives plants a certain amount of time to tweak its plant in order to successfully achieve the 
nitrogen goal and to receive monies back.  Some plants do not meet that goal and have to pay, 
essentially, a penalty; therefore, providing the funds for plants that sell the nitrogen credits.  Removal 
of the nitrogen helps long-term goals for Long Island Sound.  Staff is proud of the fact that it did not 
receive funds to upgrade and tweaked everything at the plant themselves.  The City expects to sell 
nitrogen credits worth $10,000 for 2016.  Connecticut Statues describe the accounting and use of these 
funds.  Funds are to remain with and be utilized by the Water Pollution Control Authority to benefit the 
operation, maintenance and improvement of the plant.   
 
Member Heede asked about the nitrogen removed since June relative to permit limits of 99.  CPO Cini 
responded that the plant is currently right at the limits of technology.  The total nitrogen is around 4mg 
per liter. 
 



 
 

CPO Cini remarked that he was able to meet with former intern, Kelsey Reeves, while she was home 
for the holidays.  She is currently doing research, teaching classes, and lecturing while working towards 
her PhD in Colorado.   
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no Old Business to discuss.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

Starred Report Item *1, Consideration and Action to approve the contract for the period January 1, 
2017 or contract execution (whichever comes later) through December 31, 2017 with the State of 
Connecticut, Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, and execute other such documents as 
may be required for funding under the Clean Vessel Act to operate and maintain one (1) Marine 
Sewage Disposal Facility in the City of Groton and furthermore, that the City Council be apprised of 
this action with the recommendation that it concur and that Mayor Marian Galbraith be authorized to 
execute the agreement and the City Clerk to affix the City Seal thereto. 
 
Chair Galbraith commented that this is done every year and it is a grant for the pump out station.   
 
Ilvento / Sheffield that that the City of Groton Water Pollution Control Authority approve the contract 
for the period January 1, 2017 or contract execution (whichever comes later) through December 31, 
2017 with the State of Connecticut, Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, and execute 
other such documents as may be required for funding under the Clean Vessel Act to operate and 
maintain one (1) Marine Sewage Disposal Facility in the City of Groton and furthermore, that the City 
Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur and that Mayor Marian 
Galbraith be authorized to execute the agreement and the City Clerk to affix the City Seal thereto.  
Motion carried. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 7:29 p.m., Ilvento / Rusk that this meeting adjourn.  Motion 
carried.   

 Attest: 
 
 Kevin L. Cini 
 Chief Plant Operator 
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