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CITY OF GROTON  

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY  
 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
July 5, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairperson:   Mayor Galbraith  
 

Members:     Gerrish, Hedrick, Heede, Ilvento, Rusk and Sheffield  
           
Staff:     City Clerk Patrick 
      Director of Finance Yuhas 

Chief Plant Operator Cini 
 

2. APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING  
Heede / Hedrick that the minutes of the regular meeting of June 6, 2016 be approved. Motion carried.  
 

3. REVIEW OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Regarding Report Item No. 9, Chief Plant Operator Cini reported that the nitrogen numbers are 
almost where they should be.  New primary tanks #1 and #2 are online and primary tanks #3 and #4 are 
being re-built.  Having tanks #1 and #2 down at the beginning of the year may have had an effect on 
the nitrogen removal process.  Chief Plant Operator Cini is confident that once all four tanks are online, 
the nitrogen numbers will be much better. 
 
Chief Plant Operator Cini gave an update on the C-MOM (Capacity, Management, Operation and 
Maintenance) program.  He also brought the Authority up to date on former intern, Kelsey Reeves.  She 
is currently learning about cancer-causing compounds in the atmosphere that land in surface water and 
how to remove them.  The plant’s contingency plan for the fireworks was also discussed.  Staff from 
HART Engineering Corporation will be on the premises along with an additional person to be sure 
there are no issues with the bypass pumping during Sailfest.     
 
Regarding Report Item No. 7, Chairperson Galbraith thanked staff for the hospitality shown during 
the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District’s tour of the plant on June 17, 2016.  Chief Plant 
Operator Cini spoke about the benefits and how successful the high school internship program has 
been.   
  

4. OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no Old Business to discuss.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

Starred Report Item *1, Consideration and Action to approve FuelCell Energy’s General Permit 
Registration Form for Miscellaneous Discharges of Sewer Compatible Wastewater, and furthermore 
that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur and Mayor 
Marian Galbraith be authorized to execute the General Permit Registration Form. 
 

Pfizer introduced FuelCell Energy to Management and Staff at a meeting held on June 16, 2016.  Chief 
Plant Operator Cini explained to the Authority that the request is a standard power plant discharge, 
contingent on the Authority’s approval, which is a requirement from the State of Connecticut, 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP).   He noted that staff sees no issues with 
the discharge and it will not harm the treatment system.  FuelCell promised a tour of the facility once it 



 
 

is built.    Chief Operator Cini confirmed for Member Hedrick that the discharges will be within the 
requirements that DEEP has and again, Management and Staff see no issues with approving the 
discharge. 
 

Ilvento / Rusk that the City of Groton Water Pollution Control Authority approve FuelCell Energy’s 
General Permit Registration Form for Miscellaneous Discharges of Sewer Compatible Wastewater, and 
furthermore that the City Council be apprised of this action with the recommendation that it concur and 
Mayor Marian Galbraith be authorized to execute the General Permit Registration Form.  Motion 
carried.  

  
6. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, at 7:34 p.m., Ilvento / Sheffield that this meeting adjourn.  Motion 
carried.   

 Attest: 
 
 Kevin L. Cini 
 Chief Plant Operator 
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